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A TENTATIVE LIST 

SIRRY PASHA’S KEY 
POSTS 

From Our Correspondent 

CAIRO; June 30 

Although late- to-night the official 
announcement of the formation of the 
new Government had not been made, the 
Egyptian State broadcasting service 
said this afternoon that Hussein Sirry 
Pasha had succeeded after 36 hours' 
consultation in forming a Cabinet in 
which he would hold the portfolios of the 
Interior and Foreign Affairs in addition 
to the office of Prime Minister. His son-, 
in-law, Mohamed Hashem Pasha, had 
taken over the Ministry of Finance, and 
Mortada Pasha el Maraghy remained 
Minister of War and Marine, relinquish¬ 
ing the Interior which he previously held 
in addition. Kerim Pasha Tabet, formerly. 
Press Counsellor to the Royal Cabinet, 
was to take charge of his first Ministry as: 
Minister of State, presumably for palace 
affairs—a new Ministry of which there has 
been considerable backstairs talk in 
recent weeks. 

A MODERATE PREMIER 

The other Ministers announced were: 
Salib Sarny Pasha, Communications; 
Mohamed Aly Rateb Pasha, Municipal 
Affairs; Sarny Mazen Bey, Education: 
Dr. Mahmoud Salah el Din, Health; 
Abdul Moty el Khayaly Bey, Commerce; 
Hussein Ghamrawy, Supplies; Aly 
Badawy Bey, Justice; Ahmed Zaki Bey, 
Social Affairs; Sheikh Farag el Sanhoury, 
Wakfs (Trusts); Neguib Ibrahim Pasha, 
Public Works. 

Sirry Pasha is not an extremist. He is more 
likely to concentrate on internal measures than 
to work up a crisis on the national issue, 
although he is obliged to stand firm by the 
Egyptian national demands. The assumption 
is that there will be no immediate alteration in 
the Anglo-Egyptian exchanges. The British 
Minister, Mr. M. J. Cresswell, was due to 
meet Abdel Khalck Hassouna Pasha, the 
retiring Foreign Minister, in the next day or 
two. but the subject for discussion was com¬ 
pensation for British losses in the riots on 
January 26. 

Kerim Pasha Tabet's resignation of his 
duties at the palace took effect last October, 
immediately before his return from a visit to 
Europe for medical treatment, and since then 
he had been in the background. His taking 
over a Ministry may mean a restoration or 
his considerable political influence. 
CONTROL OF THE ELECTIONS 
Hashem Pasha's principal political asset is 
his control of the 1949 elections as Minister 
of State, although they have since been 
severely criticized by the parties opposed to 
the Wafd, who were the victors at the polls. 
This time he is at the Finance Ministry. Sirry 
Pasha, who is known to have been extremely 
critical of Zakf Abdel Motaal's policy in that 
important post, has put his trusted relative 
there. As he has retained the Interior port¬ 
folio himself, it is assumed that he will 
organize elections from that position in the 

These Ministers, with Mortada Pasha el 
Maraghy, are the powerful elements of the 
new Cabinet, the remainder being administra¬ 
tive technicians. This fact has given rise to 
the opinion that this is a caretaker Govern¬ 
ment. and Wafdists are already counting their 
chickens. It is not by any means certain, 
however, that this is a caretaker Government, 
or that the Wafdists' optimism is justified. 
Internal conditions have dictated its creation, 
although Hilaly Pasha's weakness was accen¬ 
tuated by the failure to make progress with 
Britain. It is unlikely that Sirry Pasha, who 
has strong connexions in the business field, 
would desire anything other, than internal 
stability. _ 

HILALY PASHA’S 
ECLIPSE 

GROWING OPPOSITION 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 
The fall of Hilaly Pasha’s Government 
in Egypt bad been preceded by reports that 
it was under pressure for internal reasons. 
There is no disguising the considerable 
shock which it has caused in London. 

The suggestion, made by the Minister of 
Propaganda in the late Government, that 
Hilaly Pasha’s position had been under¬ 
mined by an intrigue between the strongly 
nationalist Wafd party and the United 
States Embassy is regarded by serious 
observers of Anglo-Egyptian affairs as 
figure-skating, although similar unfounded 
but assiduously publicized suggestions that 
the Wafd had been approached by the 
western Powers have possibly gained some 
credence in Egypt and may have helped to 
weaken Hilaly Pasha's position. 

INDIRECT INFLUENCE 
So far as can be judged in London, external 
affairs played only an indirect part in pro¬ 
ducing the change of Government. At present 
there is general agreement that the problem of 
the defence of the Suez Canal and of the 
evacuation of British troops has, in fact, been 
satisfactorily settled in the confidential talks 
that have been taking place. The Egyptian 
demand for unity of the Nile Valley had 
recently been discussed between Hilaly Pasha 


resignation by certain of his advisers who lean 
towards the Wafd, or for one reason or 
another are influenced by it. 

In any event, the reported composition of the 
new Government is hardly helpful from the 
point of view of Anglo-Egyptian relations. 
Hussein Sirry Pasha, the new Prime Minister, 
was head of the caretaker Government which 
held power in 1949 until the elections that year, 
after which the Wafd was returned by a large 
majority. If history were to repeat itself, it 
seems likely that the more intransigent wingof 
the Wafdist party would gain control. The 
hope that Hilaly Pasha would be able to win 
over the more moderate Wafdists has now 
vanished. 

CURIOUS ANOMALIES 

The list of Ministers, however, contains 
some curious anomalies. Mortada Maraghy 
Pasha, the Minister of the Interior in the fete 
Government, who was generally recognized as 
a strong personality determined to carry 
through the anti-corruption purge, has now 
been nominated to the Ministry of War and 
Marine. Even if he accepts that, he 
may have been side-stepped. On the other 
hand the Ministry of the Interior (and the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs), are both at 
present retained by the Prime Minister, who 
may intend to lean on Mortada Maraghy 
Pasha in matters related to the Ministry of 
the Interior, if Mortada Maraghy Pasha 
in fact joins the Government. The new 
post of Minister for Palace Affairs given 
to Karim Sabat Pasha would seem to 
undermine the position of the widely 
respected head of the King's Cabinet, 
Hafiz Afifi Pasha. It is not dear whether 
Hafiz Afifi Pasha will remain. Karim Sabat 
Pasha has not enjoyed the same high reputa¬ 
tion. and his name was connected with the 
Palestine arms scandal, in which senior army 
officials were widely believed to have pur¬ 
chased defective arms for the Egyptian troops 
fighting against Israel. 

The Finance Ministry, which has been given 
K Sirry Pasha’s son-.n-law. Dr. Mohamed 
Hashem Pasha, was previously held by Abdul 
Motaal Bey. who was generally regarded, like 
Mortada Maraghy Pasha, as a strong sup¬ 
porter of the anti-Wafdist purge. Whether 
Scrag el Din Pasha, the influential Wafdist 
ex-Mmister of the Interior, who has been under 
house arrest at his country estate, will now 
be released, is not known, but this would 
certainly give a clear pointer to the Govern¬ 
ment s intentions. It is too early to judge, but 
the signs are not reassuring. 

EGYPTIAN PROPOSALS 
TO SUDANESE 


CAUTIOUS REPLY LIKELY 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, June 30 

The resignation of Hilaly Pasha came 
as a surprise here, but sources close to 
Sayed Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi Pasha, 
whose delegates had conversations 
recently with Hilaly Pasha and other 
Egyptian Ministers, stated that it would 
not affect the Mahdi’s reply to the pro¬ 
posals made, as the Prime Minister spoke 
in the name of Egypt and not as an indivi¬ 
dual. 

It is reliably understood that Hilaly Pasha 
urged the Mahdi to throw in his lot with 
Egypt and to support recognition of King 
Farouk's title as King of Egypt and the Sudan, 
in exchange for Egyptian recognition of con¬ 
stitutional developments in the Sudan and of 
the Sudanese right to self-determination. 
Hilaly Pasha also warned the Mahdi against 
depending on British promises, but the dele¬ 
gates replied that Britain had always kept 
her promises to the Sudanese and they 
believed she would continue to do so. 

It is understood that the Mahdi's reply to 
the proposals, which is being sent this week, 
wdl state that he is not prepared to recognize 
King Farouk's title now as it would prejudice 
the prospects of self-determination. The 
Mahdi is anxious, however, to leave ihe door 
?Pe«. for further discussions, and the reply 


demand for unity of the Nile Valley had f 
recently been discussed between Hilaly Pasha { 
and a Sudanese delegation, who had then i 
reported to their leader, Sayed Sir Abdel f 
Rahman el Mahdi Pasha in Khartoum. His < 
reply to Hilaly Pasha has not yet been made, t 
so that the Sudan question was, if only very t 
temporarily, in abeyance; in any event it was ‘ 
no longer a matter for direct settlement 
between the British and Egyptian Govern¬ 
ments. The progress, or lack of progress, in 
the Anglo-Egyptian dispute cannol, therefore, 
have furnished an immediate cause for the 
fall of the Government. 

UNPOPULAR MEASURE 

Opposition to the Government had. how¬ 
ever been increasing. The retention of martial * 
few. imposed after the riots of January 26 [ 
(Black Saturday), was generally unpopular, - 
and some of the most influential Wafdist t 
leaders feared that Hilaly Pasha's Govern- , 
ment was about to press on with prosecu- , 
tions under the recently passed corrupt j 
practices law and the illegal gains law, which t 
would undoubtedjy have led to sensational , 
disclosures. It seems that Hilaly Pasha was 
not able to withstand the attacks upon him, 
that King Farouk also has been unable to with¬ 
stand pressure for a change of Government, 
or that the King, disappointed that the present e 
Government has been unable, over tht*past r 
four months, to settle Anglo-Egyptian differ- f 
ences more successfully than the Wafd Govern- c 
meat, which he had previously dismissed, has ' 


FOOD SUBSIDIES 

ESTIMATE OF £310m. FOR 
THIS YEAR 

WESTMINSTER, Monday 

One of the most enlightening facts 
which emerged from this evening’s debate 
on the cost of living was that the food 
subsidy bill for the financial year 1952-53 
is estimated at £310m., or £60m. more than 
the annual rate of £250m. to which it is 
the Chancellor’s policy to reduce the 
subsidies. 

It was made clear by Major Lloyd-George, 
Minister of Food, that the Government would 
implement that policy, but he reminded the 
House that Mr. Butler did not fix a subsidy 
ceiling for 1952-53. The actual food subsidy 
bill for the year, he explained, depended on 
the dates at which the price increases were 
n 't C * e f S £250 t0 the subsidy down to a 

The increases were being carefully timed to 
mitigate their effect on those least able to 
fend for themselves, and after the new milk 
prices to-morrow he was holding the other 
increases until the new family allowances and 
autumn. 

When the Minister went on to assert that 
there were as yet no signs of any significant 
change in food consumption because of the 
price increases, the Opposition looked and 

sounded incredulous. There had already been 

a lively set-to between Mr. Shinwell and the 
Minister over statistics. His most sardonic 

mem's policy was that the pawnbrokers, after 
six lean years, were looking forward to brighter 

Mr. Boyd-Carpenter. Financial Secretary 
to the Treasury, offered to the House the 
reasonable certainty of fairly stable retail 
prices for manufactured goods for several 
months. Indeed, if this development was not 
affected by large wage increases, he said, we 
could look forward to reasonably stable and 
in some cases falling prices for about three- 
fifths of the goods and services that the 
ordinary person used. This did not prevent 
the Opposition from moving a reduction in 
the Food Minister’s salary—a motion that was 
negatived by 301 votes to 274. 

V Parlia mentary report on page 2. 

END OF THE QUEEN’S 
VISIT TO SCOTLAND 

FROM OUR SPECIAL 'CORRESPONDENT 

EDINBURGH, June 30 

The visit of the Court to Holyroodhouse 
ended to-day, and the Queen left by 
tram for London thjs evening. The Queen 


exhibition of work by the children. Earlier 
in Ihe day the Queen received the Dean and 
other officers of the Faculty of Advocates and 
signed the roll of honorary members. 

EXCHEQUER RETURNS 
The Exchequer returns of revenue and 
expenditure for the first quarter of the year 
record a deficit of £195m. (excluding sinking 
funds), compared with a surplus for the first 
quarter of 19S1-52 of £16m. 

The returns are discussed in City Notes 
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EGYPTIAN PROPOSALS 
TO SUDANESE 


CAUTIOUS REPLY LIKELY 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, June 30 

The resignation of Hilaly Pasha came 
as a surprise here, but sources close to 
Sayed Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi Pasha, 
whose delegates had conversations 
recently with Hilaly Pasha and other 
Egyptian Ministers, stated that it would 
not affect the Mahdi’s reply to the pro¬ 
posals made, as the Prime Minister spoke 
in the name of Egypt and not as an indivi¬ 
dual. 

It is reliably understood that Hilaly Pasha 
urged the Mahdi to throw in his lot with 
Egypt and to support recognition of King 
Farouk’s title as King of Egypt and the Sudan,! 
in exchange for Egyptian recognition of con¬ 
stitutional developments in the Sudan and of 
the Sudanese right to self-determination. 
Hilaly Pasha also warned the Mahdi against 
depending on British promises, but the dele¬ 
gates replied that Britain had always kept 
her promises to the Sudanese and they; 
believed she would continue to do so. 

It is understood that the Mahdi's reply to! 
the proposals, which is being sent this week,! 
will state that he is not prepared to recognize; 
King Farouk’s title now as it would prejudice 
the prospects of self-determination. The 
Mahdi is anxious, however, to leave the door! 
open for further discussions, and the reply' 
is being phrased with this in view. 
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CABINET MOVES 
IN EGYPT 


LIST COMPLETED BY 
SIRRY PASHA 


SUBMISSION TO KING 

Cairo, July 2. —Hussein Sirry Pasha 
Completed his new Cabinet soon after mid¬ 
night and presented his list to King Farouk. 

The King' is expected to approve the 
Cabinet, which will probably be sworn in 
to-day. Sirry Pasha takes the portfolios 
of Foreign Affairs and War and Marine, 
besides the premiership; in the all¬ 
independent Cabinet, which he completed 
after midnight. Mohamed Hashem Pasha, 
Sirry Pasha’s son-in-law, takes the Interior 
portfolio.— Reuter. 


£rom our correspondent 

ALEXANDRIA, July 1 

Reports that Hussein Sirry Pasha had given 
up the task of forming a new Cabinet were 
emphatically denied this morning by Mohamed 
Hashem Pasha, his son-in-law, and prospective 
Minister of Finance. He said the Ministers 
had all been chosen and that the present un¬ 
certain situation was caused by differences over 
the new Cabinet’s programme. 

But further speculation was caused during 
the day by the visit of Bahadin Barakat Pasha, 
a former Minister in several Cabinets, to Hafez 
Afifi Pasha, Chief of the Royal Cabinet. The 
meeting lasted two hours.) 

At 3 p.m. Barakat Pasha began a round of 
| visiting party leaders and Independents, after 
stating that his task was a mission of informa¬ 
tion. He met Aly Maher Pasha, then called on 
Sirry Pasha, and after a long talk visited Hilaly 
Pasha and Abdel Hadi Pasha, leader of the 
Liberals. He also saw Zaki Elorabi Pasha, 
President of the Senate. 

Hashem Pasha’s statement this morning that 
Sirry Pasha had formed a Cabinet only created 
further confusion. At the time the statement 
was made, Barakat Pasha was en route from 
Cairo, whence, it was reported, he had been 
summoned as potential Prime Minister. 

Barakat Pasha is a former president of the 
State audit department. 
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NEW EGYPTIAN 
CABINET 


SIRRY PASHA’S LIST 
COMPLETED 


MINISTERS TAKE OATH 

From Our Correspondent 

CAIRO, July 2 

Hussein Sirry Pasha successfully formed 
a Cabinet early to-day, thus halting the 
astonishing political gyrations which had 
kept Egypt in a ferment since Sunday. 
Only an hour before the announcement of 
his Cabinet list was made, Beha ed Din 
Barakat Pasha was still reported to be 
holding consultations to form a Govern¬ 
ment 

' To-night by royal decree Sirry Pasha 
was appointed Military Governor and it 
was stated that the Cabinet will hold its 
first meeting to-morrow. 

The members of the new Cabinet are:—- 

Prime Minister, Foreign Affairs, War 
and Marine.-— Sirry Pasha. 

Interior.— Mohamed Hashem Pasha, son- 
in-law of Sirry Pasha. 

Minister of State.— Kerim Tabet Pasha. 

Rural and Municipal Affairs.—M ohamed 
Ah Rateb Pasha. 

Public Works and (temporarily) Finance 
Minister.— Neaguib Ibrahim Pasha. 

Education.— Sami. Mazen Bey. 

Commerce and Industry.— Abdel Moto 
Khayyal Bey. 

Communications.— Sayed Abdei Wahed 

Bey. » 

Agriculture.—M ohamed All Kilani Bey. 

Supply.— Hussein Kamel Ghamwari Bey. 

Social Affairs. —Ahmed Zaky Bey. 

Justice.—-A ly Badawi Bey. 

Public Health.— Mahmoud Salah el-Din 
mot the former Wafdist Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the same name). 

Wakfs (religious foundations).—Sheikh 
Mahmoud el Sanhour. 


ELECTIONS EXPECTED 

In the Cabinet two men stand out—Sirry 
Pasha himself and Kerim Tabet Pasha;—one 
as a leading industrialist and politician who 
has several times been called on to lead the 
country at a critical moment, the other as a 
man whose reputation was gained as a journal¬ 
ist in the time of King Fuad and who has since 
risen to much greater influence than his former 
position as Press adviser to the Royal Cabinet 
seemed to warrant. Hashem Pasha is an able 
first lieutenant to the Prime Minister, and a 
man of considerable efficiency. 

Rightly or wrongly, the conclusion drawn 
from the composition of the Cabinet is that, 
it will end martial law soon and hold elections ;j 
and most people believe that the Wafd has' 
regained sufficient strength during Hilaly 
Pasha’s regime to win the elections. 

In a letter confirming Sirry Pasha in office 
“in a decisive stage in Egypt’s history ” King] 
Farouk demands the exertion of every power 
to achieve the national demands of evacuation 
and unity, the restoration of democratic life,i 
and the introduction of progressive reforms. 
In reply Sirry Pasha promises every effort to 
achieve evacuation and unity, and in a signi¬ 
ficant passage says he will “ leave it to Parlia¬ 
ment to reach final decisions ” on them. He 
will do everything in his power to build up a 
parliamentary system, but puls at the head of 
his programme the maintenance of security 
and respect for law. In conclusion he empha¬ 
sizes his plans for the development of agricul¬ 
ture and industrial production. 


BRITAIN “ DIVIDED ” 

The newspaper Akhbar el Guedlda to-day 
republishes a statement which Sirry Pasha made 
two weeks ago, in which he said that Egypt had 
not chosen the right moment to negotiate with 
Britain, because her own ranks were divided, 
and the British Government was itself in a 
weak Parliamentary position. He called for 
upity to strengthen the internal front so that 
Britain could be convinced that the time of 
“ oppression ” was past. 

Concerning the armed forces, he said that 
Egypt could only afford a limited expansion 
of ground forces, and he favoured concemra- 
tion on Air Force development. 

Alexandria, July 2.—Hilaly Pasha, in his 
letter Of resignation to King Farouk, which 
was released for publication in Alexandria 
to-night, said: “ I and my colleagues found 
that we were facing circumstances beyond our 
powers, and that Egypt now stands at a cross¬ 
roads. We therefore found it essential to 
submit the situation to you." 

_ The King replied thanking the former 
Prime Minister and his colleagues for “ their 
loyalty and services to the country.”— Reuter. 
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VIEWS IN LONDON 


DOUBTS ON SECURITY 
AND FINANCE 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The change of Government in Egypt 
is regarded in London as primarily an 
internal question, even if the slow pro¬ 
gress made in the Anglo-Egyptian dispute 
under the Government of Hilaly Pasha 
contributed something to the undermining 
of his position. 

Official comment on the new Government is 
therefore reserved. Nevertheless, there is no 
disguising the fact that experienced observers 
here view the change with considerable con¬ 
cern. 

The strong hand of Mortada Maraghy Pasha 
has been removed from the Ministry of the 
Interior, and even though the new holder of 
this portfolio, Dr. Mohamed Hashem Pasha, 
the new Prime Minister’s son-in-law, enjoys 
a good reputation for efficiency and for the 
straightforward manner in which he super¬ 
vised the last elections, the change in this 
Ministry can hardly make for a strengthening 
of public security. 

PROSPECTS UNCERTAIN 

It is too early to judge whether Sirry Pasha 
intends to run his team as a purely caretaker 
Government before new elections and a return, 
probably, to a Wafd Government, or whether 
he will hold the fort as head of an independent 
Cabinet with Ministers many of whom are 
experts in their own field, but few of whom 
command widespread prestige in Egypt. Kerim 
Tabet Pasha, as Minister of State, will no 
doubt form the link between the Government 
and King Farouk. It is believed that he was 
opposed to the financial policy of the previous 
Government. 

The present temporary Finance Minister is 
a former Civil servant, who can hardly claim 
the same standing in the Government as the 
outgoing Minister, Abdel Motaal Bey. It 
seems likely that the financial measures of 
the late Government, which aimed at righting 
Egypt’s precarious financial position, will now 
be jettisoned. 

Whether or not the Government leans upon 
Wafd support, the policy of pressing on with 
prosecutions against prominent Wafdists and 
their financial supporters will now also, it 
seems, be abandoned.. 
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Imperial and Foreign 

EGYPT’S CABINET 
AT WORK 


ECONOMIC TASKS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, July 3 

Hussein Sirry Pasha’s Ministers have 
met as a Cabinet for the first time in the 
Government oiEces in Alexandria, where 
they discussed general policy with par¬ 
ticular emphasis on immediate economic 
measures. 

They formed a committee of the Ministers of 
Finance, Agriculture, and Commerce to 
examine methods for raising the standard of 
living and will report within a week. In 
view of this early concentration on economic' 
questions, Negtu'b Jbrahim Pasha, who is 
Minister of Public Works and acting Finance 
Minister, has asked Sirry Pasha for the prompt 
appointment of someone to take over the 
finance portfolio. 

Certainly Egypt’s economic plight demands 
energetic efforts in accordance with the King’s 
letter to Sirry Pasha and Sirry Pasha’s reply. 
The Prime Minister’s policy is said to be to 
increase agricultural and industrial produc¬ 
tion ; and undoubtedly to increase food crops 
rather than cash cotton crops is a policy widely 
commended; but before such measures can 
take effect there is drastic work to be done 
in cutting Government expenditure and sterling 
imports and in exporting cotton stocks. 

ELECTORAL REFORM 

The letters exchanged between King Farouk 
and Sirry Pasha emphasize the need to 
“ establish parliamentary life on a firm demo¬ 
cratic basis.” Sirry Pasha repeats the King's 
exhortation in his reply, but adds to demo¬ 
cratic basis “and on solid reforms.” This 
may mean that he intends to proceed with 
Hilaly Pasha’s electoral reform plans, in which 
case the Wafd Party’s optimism and the sus¬ 
picions of the anti-Wafdists may both be 
premature. 

This is a subject which is exercising political 
thought here more than anything else. Sirry 
Pasha has allowed it to be known that he is 
not contemplating the lifting of martial law 
immediately and that the Press censorship may 
be relax«i but not abandoned. Beside his 
pledge of parliamentary reform, Sirry Pasha 
told the King that he would in the first place 

safeguard security and maintain order.” 
Among those who called on Sirry Pasha to 
congratulate him to-day was Hafez Afifi Pasha, 
Chief of the Royal Cabinet. 

Sirry Pasha has already sent for the. docu¬ 
ments relating to Hilaly Pasha’s conversations 
with she delegation from the Sudanese leader, 
El Mahdi Pasha, in connexion with which Sirry 
Pasha is already on record as approving Hilaly 
A asha’s initiative. The Mahdi’s reply is ‘ ex¬ 
pected to reach Alexandria to-morrow. News¬ 
papers see importance in the impending visits 
of Mr. M. J. Cresswell, the British' Minister, 
and the United States Ambassador, although 
these are inevitable in the circumstances, and 
they speculate on Ami Pasha, the Egyptian 
Ambassador, being recalled from London for 
consultations, and Sir Ralph Stevenson, the 
British Ambassador, breaking his leave to 
resume his post. 
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The Archbishop of York said yesterday 
that the Church ought to demand that 
fresh international agreements should 
be made to ban effectively some of the 
methods and weapons of modem war¬ 
fare. (p. 3) 

IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN 

Allied negotiators are studying a new 
Communist plan for an exchange of 
prisoners in Korea, (p. 6) 

Russia has vetoed the American request 


The west Berlin Senate is to take counter¬ 
measures against restrictions of the 
eastern rdgime on freedom of move¬ 
ment across the border, (p. 6) 

The new American liner United States 
left New York yesterday for Europe 
on her maiden voyage, (p. 6) 

Our Washington Correspondent reports 
on an “ underground ” movement 
being conducted on behalf of General 
MacArthur within the Republican 
Party, (p. 6) 

Many American newspapers have praised 
Mr. Churchill’s handling of the debate 
on the Yalu bombing, and have sharply 
criticized the Labour Parfy. (p. 6) 

CHANGE IN EGYPT 

The resignation of the Egyptian Prime 
Minister, Hilaly Pasha, a week ago was 
sudden rather than unexpected. Since 
then the political crisis in Egypt has been 
watched with anxious interest, and some 
perplexity, not only in Cairo and Alex¬ 
andria but also in this country. Its out¬ 
come, the confirmation by Kino Farouk 
of the new Cabinet formed by Hussein 
Sirry Pasha, seems at first sight some¬ 
thing of an anti-climax. An elderly and 
distinguished lawyer, with no party affilia¬ 
tions, has been replaced by an elderly and 
distinguished engineer equally free from 
political commitments. A Cabinet of non- 
party men has succeeded another Cabinet 
of non-party men. In each case, a few 
Ministers of established reputation have 
been set side by side with colleagues 
whose claim to Cabinet rank rests rather 
upon expert knowledge and administrative 
capacity than upon any previous experi¬ 
ence of the hurly-burly of Egyptian party 
politics. 

The resemblances between the Cabinets 
of Hussein Sirry Pasha and Hilaly 
Pasha do not end here. The policy out¬ 
lined by the new Prime Minister in his 
reply to the letter from King Farouk 
which confirmed him in office differs little 
from that which was announced by Hilaly 
Pasha four months ago. Like his pre¬ 
decessor, Hussein Sirry Pasha pledges 
himself to achieve the two “national 
aspirations "—the evacuation of the canal 
zone and the unity of the Nile valley. 
Again, like Hilaly Pasha, he emphasizes, 
in his capacity both as Prime Minister 
and as Military Governor of Egypt 
under martial law, the paramount need for 
public security and respect for law. He lays 
the same stress upon increasing agricultu¬ 
ral and industrial production. If he under¬ 
lines, in a way that Hilaly Pasha did not, 
the necessity for building up a parliamen¬ 
tary system of government upon sound 
foundations, he has so far given no indica¬ 
tion that he will change his predecessor's 
decision to postpone elections until Octo¬ 
ber and meanwhile to reform the electoral 
law which in 1949 allowed the Wafd Party 
to win a majority of seats with a minority 
of votes. 

Underneath these superficial likenesses 
between the outgoing and the incoming 
Governments there lie very real differ¬ 
ences. The true significance of these has 
still to emerge from the smoke-screen of 
speculation which at present surrounds 
them. Thesesubtledifferenceswerc, indeed, 
the causes of the change. They relate to 
the internal stresses of Egyptian domestic 
politics rather than to any differences 
over the problems of external relations. 
Like Hilaly Pasha, Hussein Sirry Pasha 
can afford to admit no compromise over 
the demand for the evacuation of British 
troops from the canal zone. Again, like 
his predecessor, he must somehow secure 
an acknowledgment of King Farouk’s 
sovereignty over the Sudan. He must 
do this partly for reasons of national pres¬ 
tige and partly because he finds that this is 
the only way, after the Wafdist Govern¬ 
ment's rash denunciation of the con¬ 
dominium agreement, to secure a juridical 
foundation for Egypt's abiding interest in 
what happens to the Sudan. Moreover, 
Hussein Sirry Pasha, while he was still 
a private individual, publicly supported 
Hilaly Pasha's conversations with the 
delegation from the Sudan, saying that 
the views of El Mahdi Pasha and the 
Umma Party had been too long neglected 
in Cairo. Thus the change of govern¬ 
ment in Egypt will not mean any alteration 
in the Egyptian outlook towards either 
London or Khartoum. 

It is in the domestic affairs of Egypt 
that the significance of the fall of Hilaly 
| Pasha is to be found. Had he been able 
to register some outstanding success in his 
negotiations with this country, fie might 
have been able to survive the opposition 
aroused both by his drastic remedies for 
Egypt's financial difficulties and by the 
steady, if slow, progress of the investiga¬ 
tions he was conducting into corruption 
in public life. As it turned out, however, 
his success in arriving at an understand¬ 
ing with Britain at- least over the prin¬ 
ciples which should govern the evacua¬ 
tion of the canal zone, and his astute 

assertion that the “unity of the Nile 
valley" should be settled between Cairo 
and Khartoum rather than between Cairo 
and London were not sufficiently dramatic 
to bring him popular support. He had 
no startling achievement to set against the 
discontent caused by economic distress, 
the legacy from the Wafdist Govern¬ 
ment's overspending of sterling and mani¬ 
pulation of the cotton market, and by the 

growing dislike of martial law and the 
suspension of Parliament To attribute 
the fall of Hilaly Pasha to Wafdist in¬ 
trigue is to misread the situation. His 
enemies were rather the big business in¬ 
terests which disagreed with his financial 
policy, and the veiled influences, long 
powerful in public life, which feared his 
drive against corruption. That some of 
; these influences are natural allies of the 
Wafd Party is incidental, though it may 
| be important later; what matters now is 
that they were anxious to bring this drive 
j to an end. It has yet to be seen if they will 
succeed. Hussein Sirry Pasha is a man 
of probity ; but the new Cabinet includes 
men with experience of business life who 


may be more ready than, were their pre¬ 
decessors to take account of the obstacles 
to drastic and uncompromising reform of 
the abuses which discredit the present 
conduct of public affairs in Egypt. 

Cancer Stocktaking 
The annual report of the work of the 
British Empire Cancer Campaign, 
presented at yesterday’s meeting, is once 
again a remarkable account of inquiries 
proceeding at many centres. In 1951 
the stress seems to have been especially 
upon intricate chemical research. More 
knowledge is being steadily gained Of the 
chemistry of the cancer cell, of the effects 
of radiation upon chemical compounds, 
and of the effects of chemical compounds 
which closely imitate the changes produced 
by radiation in living tissues, whether 
normal or cancerous. For cancer of 
certain organs and in certain parts of the 
body there is now “ a steady downward 
trend in the risk of dying," but in the 
general statistics this is masked by the 
larger number of older people surviving 


by modem methods and radiotherapy, 

now applied with apparatus developing a 

million volts, are both contributing to an 
outlook which is less hopeless than it used 
to be. The chemical studies still hold the 
possibility that an even better solution 
for the treatment of cancer may be found 
in chemotherapy. Whatever tile method 
of treatment, however, it is vitally 
important that sufferers should present 
themselves at the earliest moment 
Perhaps the most significant new research 
project is that which Seeks to find out why 
patients delay in seeking medical advice. 

In spite of the fine work sponsored by 
the British Empire Cancer Campaign, 
with an expenditure of nearly a quarter of 
a million pounds in 1951, and other 
research supported, for example, by the 
Medical Research Council and university 
departments, a sense of disappointment 
has been apparent in recent years. The 
record gives no ground for pessimism, but 
the contrast between the advances made 
possible by “ sulpha ” drugs and by peni¬ 
cillin and similar preparations in treating 
diseases caused by germs and the much 
slower progress in the control of cancer 
has led to questioning. Complaints are 
made of the seeming lack of a sense of 
urgency in the work. It is asked whether 
sufficient money is being deployed either 
from voluntary sources or from State 
funds. It is suggested that the best workers 
are no longer attracted by the financial 
prospects in this field and that laboratory 
space and clinical facilities arc too 
limited. A recent leading article in The 
Lancet suggested that laboratory experts 
might be better employed in studying cer¬ 
tain aspects of cancer than in carrying 
out wholesale tests on patients with per¬ 
haps less serious disorders. Above all 
critics complain of an apparent lack of 
coordination. On its various committees 
the British Empire Cancer Campaign has 
available the leading experts in all 
branches of the subject. Perhaps in com¬ 
ing months they might consider to what 
extent current criticism is valid and what 
can be done to meet it “ The time is 
ripe," says The Lancet, “for a national 
stock-taking of this common, distressing 


The International Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions, which has been hold¬ 
ing its general council meetings in Berlin 
this week, is beginning to grow up and 
experiencing many of the pains commonly 
associated with the process. It was 
founded two and a half years ago by the 
British and other unions which had left 
the World Federation of Trade Unions 

because it was being misused by its Com¬ 
munist majority, and by the American 


munist majority, and by the American 
Federation of Labour, which had always 
refused to associate with Communists. 
Perhaps because of the circumstances of 
its origins, the Confederation has often 
been described as an anti-Communist 
organization. From the beginning, how¬ 
ever, the more far-sighted of its leaders 
have striven to make it much more than 
that. Their aim has been to create a fresh 
instrument for the improvement of 
workers’ standards all over the world 
particularly in those parts where the 
labour movement is still not strong 
enough to fight its own battles. 

Considering its youth, the Confedera¬ 
tion’s progress in this work must be re¬ 
garded as substantial. Its delegations have 
travelled more than 100,000 miles in Asia, 
Africa, and the Middle East to study the 
state and progress of trade unions. An 
appeal for £250,000 for a fund to finance 
these regional activities has been over¬ 
subscribed, although the American 
Federation of Labour, one of the strongest 
and wealthiest of its affiliates, declined to 
contribute. Offices and training schemes 
are now being established in backward 
areas. The very fact that its work is taking 
such a concrete form may be part cause 
of the criticism to which it is being sub¬ 
jected both from inside and from outside. 
Its administration has undoubted weak¬ 
nesses. The problem of attracting to its 
service the right men has not been solved, 
particularly the problem of attracting men 
accustomed to the high living standards 
of American trade union officials. For 
work such as the Confederation is attempt¬ 
ing to do, it needs first-rate men, and there 
has not yet been time to train its own 
personnel. Its activities sometimes come 
into conflict with the established interests 
of its own members. The Force Ouvri&re 
regards with anxiety the prospect of its 
branches outside France' preparing to 
develop an inde[>endent life within the 
regional organizations. The Trades Union 
Congress and other federations in 
countries which are colonial powers 
find a new factor introduced into 
their special relations with colonial unions. 

The American Federation of Labour 
has continued to maintain its own inter- 


and approach from those of the'con¬ 
federation. It sent no delegates to the 
Berlin meetings, which end to-morrow. It 
has, complained of a number of actions 
taken by the Confederation^ttoing^the 

th7'Brit£h T.U.C.? n tho r ugh ii^uld 'bf 

quite wrong to suppose that the T.U.C. 

teirtpart'in*tem£g l 1^^nfeSta 


ments. It is, however, inevitable that 
difficulties will recur if the A.F.L. con¬ 
tinues to maintain representatives acting 
independently in areas where the Con- 
I federation is establishing its organization. 

. As it gains in prestige the Confedera¬ 
tion is also from time to .time causing 
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ITALIAN EMBASSY IN 

CAIRO 


NO IMMEDIATE DECISION 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

ROME, July 4 

No reply has yet been received here from 
the Egyptian Foreign Ministry to Italy’s recent 
request for the agrement of Cairo to the 
appointment of a new Ambassador. The 
question whether Italy is to recognize King 
Farouk as King of Egypt and of the Sudan, 
it was explained, does not arise until the agri- 
ment is received and the time comes for the 
credentials of the new Ambassador to be 
drawn, up. 

Italy’s Ambassador-designate to Egypt, it 
is understood, is Dr. Fomari, who is at present 
the Italian administrator for Somaliland, and 
is now on leave in Italy. Before taking up a 
new appointment he must return to Somali¬ 
land, and his successor there has not been 
appointed. It is likely, therefore, that some 
time must elapse before Dr. Fornari, should 
his appointment to Cajro be confirmed, can 
take up his duties in Egypt. 
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SIRRY PASHA RECEIVES 
BRITISH MINISTER 

Alexandria, July 7.—Hussein Sirry Pasha 
the new Egyptian Prime Minister, saw the 
British Minister and the American Ambas¬ 
sador here to-day in his first official contacts 
with the western Powers. Sirry Pasha, who is 
also Foreign Minister, said afterwards: 
“Though the visits were courtesy calls I took 
the opportunity to review Egypt's relations 
with Britain and her attitude towards the pro¬ 
posed Middle East defence command.” 

In the absence on leave of Sir Ralph 
Stevenson, the British Ambassador, Sirrv 
Pasha saw Mr. Creswell, Minister in charge 
of the Embassy. Mr. Caffery. the American 
Ambassador, said: “We talked about the 
Anglo-Egyptian situation and the question of 
the Sudan. — Reuter. 
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Imperial and Foreign 

MAHDI PASHA TO 
GO TO EGYPT 


INVITATION BY SIRRY 

PASHA 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, July 8 

Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi Pasha will 
visit Sirry Pasha in Alexandria on the way 
to Switzerland for his holiday. 

An invitation from the Egyptian Prime 
Minister was telephoned to Mahdi Pasha by 
Yehia Nour Bey, the Egyptian economic repre¬ 
sentative in the Sudan, who is now in Alexan¬ 
dria, where he went to ascertain Sirry Pasha’s 
views on the recent talks between Hilaly Pasha 
and the delegation representing Mahdi Pasha. 

Mahdi Pasha is to leave Khartoum by air 
on July 12. He is expected to tell Sirry 
• Pasha that he is unable to accept the proposal 
that he recognize Egyptian sovereignty in the 
Sudan, as it would prejudice the Sudanese 
right of self-determination. He is, however, 
anxious to maintain the friendly relations with 
the Egyptian Government newly established 
by Hilaly Pasha. Sayed Abdullah el Fadl and 
Sayed Mohamed Saleh Shingelti, two members 
of the delegation which had discussions with 
Hilaly Pasha, are leaving Khartoum on 
Thursday to make arrangements for Mahdi 
Pasha’s visit to Sirry Pasha. 
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GOVERNMENT’S AIMS IN 
CAIRO 


COMMITMENTS AVOIDED 


FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, July 8 

Hussein Sirry Pasha is avoiding any precise 
commitments regarding Ariglo-Egyptian rela¬ 
tions beyond the general undertaking in sup¬ 
port of Egyptian national demands, but what 
signs there are point to a continuance of the 
policy ^pursued by his predecessor, Hilaly 
Pasha* 


He has announced that he will press foreign 
diplomatists to secure recognition of King 
Farouk’s title as King of Egypt and 
the Sudan—a course in which Hilaly 
Pasha achieved some success—and is to con¬ 
tinue the talks which the former Prime Minister 
started with Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi Pasha, 
whom he has invited to Cairo. 

It is claimed that Sirry Pasha will settle the 
defence question firmly and apparently without 
concessions on the Egyptian side. A greater 
freedom is already noticeable in some Press 
comments. A Muslim Brotherhood newspaper 
describes the Middle East defence plan as an 
“ imperialist plot ” and a National Party news¬ 
paper says that Egypt will not get involved in 
the schemes of the imperialists. The Wafd 
Al Nidaa describes as naive people who still 
believe that a settlement can be reached with 
Britain by negotiations. 

Nahas Pasha has been at pains to point out 
that the Wafd policy of 1951 still stands, so 
far as he is concerned. Against this back¬ 
ground of resurgent nationalist opinion-it is 
difficult to see justification for any belief in 
a radical and swift change to be achieved by 
Sirry Pasha. 

When Sirry Pasha saw the British and 
American Ambassadors yesterday he made it 
clear that he hopes to solve the Anglo- 
Egyptian question. He sees the Sudan as the 
most difficult issue, bm is apparently not dis¬ 
mayed by the difficulties. It was at least clear 
from the interviews that he does not consider 
that he is keeping the Prime Minister’s seat 
warm for anyone else. 
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EMPIRE COTTON REPORT 

Cotton production in the dominions, 
colonies, . and the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan 
amounted to over 1,050,000 bales of 4001b. 
lint in the 3950-51 season, states the annual 
report of the Empire Cotton Growing Cor¬ 
poration presented at the annual meeting in 
Manchester yesterday. 

This is the first time that the million-bale 
mark has been achieved, and the previous 
record of 884,305 bales for 1937-38 was 
easily surpassed. The main reason for this big 
increase was the high yield obtained in the 
Sudan where the crop reached over 500,000 
bales. 


Reviewing rhe changes In world cotton production since 
the early years of the century, the report points out that 
practically the whole of the increase of 7.500,000 bales to 
26 . 923.000 bales (of 4781b.) has come from what were at 
the beginning of the century comparatively minor cotton- 
growing countries. Production in the three areas 

since the beginning of the century—the United States. India 
and Egypt—has remained virtually constant, but the pet^ 
centagc of the world crop coming from those three areas 
has fallen from 88 to 64. 

One of the most spectacular increases has been in Africa 
Excluding Egypt, where the size of the crop baa remained 
nearly stationary because available Und Is limited by the 
water supply and food requirements, production has 
expanded from 8,000 bales to 1.140.000 bales, about 60 
per cent, of this coming from the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan 
and British territories. 

4 * The pioneer impetus given by the British Cotton Grow¬ 
ing Association, followed by the combined efforts of thfe 
local departments of agriculture, the association and the 
Empire Cotton Growing Corporation, have brought forth 
good returns,** declares the report. 
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ITALIAN RECOGNITION OF 
KING FAROUK’S TITLE 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

ALEXANDRIA, July 10 

Signor Ferraro* the Italian Charge 
d’Anaires, called on the Prime Minister, Sirry 
Pasha, to-day and stated that Italy recojjfriized 
the title of King Farouk,as King of Egypt and 
the Sudan. The Foreign Minister then 
announced that Signor Fomari has been 
accepted as Ambassador, to Egypt. 
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EGYPT RETAINING 
MARTIAL LAW 


ELECTIONS NOT IN SIGHT 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

ALEXANDRIA, July 10 

Nahas Pasha, leader of the Wafd Party, 
is leaving here for Italy on July 19, and 
will afterwards spend a holiday in Switzer¬ 
land: 

Serag ed Din Pasha, secretary-general of 
the party, who has just been released from en¬ 
forced residence in the village of Bilbeis, is also 
going abroad, and Hafez Afifi Paste*, Chief of 
the Royal Cabinet, will shortly spend a. month 
in Europe for, health reasons. One may con; 
elude, therefore, that political campaigning is 
not intended in the immediate future. Sirry 
Pasha’s' Government has not in fact reached 
the stage of considering elections, and the 
Minister of the Interior, Mohamed Hashem 
Pasha, has told the Press that he is maintaining 
martial, law. 

Sirry Pasha considers that the economic and 
political rehabilitation of Egypt must come 
before attempts to restore parliamentary life. 
When he met the British and United States 
Ambassadors he was at pains to emphasize 
mat stability is one of his principal objectives, 
and that his Government was not preparing 
the ^ground for elections which would bring 
back a Wafd Government. 

The ^ Government ascribes a widespread 
belief in the Wafd’s early come-back to the 
party s strong propaganda machine, although 
account must also be taken of public recol¬ 
lection that a Sirry-Hashem combination was 
responsible for the 1949 elections, which the 
Wafd won. It would seem, however, that 
Wafdist leaders accept the stand taken by 
Sirry Pasha and are prepared to wait. When 
Hilaly Pasha was Premier they condemned 
martial law as unnecessarily prolonged, and 
claimed that the electoral law could be changed 
only by Parliament, after elections under the 
present law. 
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SUDANESE TALKS ON 
EGYPTIAN TITLE 


ENVOYS IN ALEXANDRIA 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

ALEXANDRIA, July 13 
El Sayed Abdullah cl Fadl and El Sayed 
Salah el Shingaiti, accompanied this time 
by El Sayed el Zobair Hamd el Malek, 
half-brother of Mahdi Pasha, have 
arrived in Alexandria and Mahdi Pasha 
is now expected on July 22. 

Optimism persists here as to the outcome 
of these conversations. The Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment believes that it can allay Mahdi Pasha’s 
fears ^concerning the acceptance of the 
Egyptian crown for the. Sudan, and protests 
that it considers that British influence with.the 
independence movement should be sufficient 
to secure acceptance from that quarter. . | 
It is argued that the United States and 
Britain have a primary interest in securing 
a Middle East defence arrangement, which 
requires an Egyptian settlement, and therefore 
it is to the interest of all parties for Britain to 
exert efforts to secure Sudanese acceptance of 
the title. Egypt also desires a fuller share in! 
future Sudanese, developments, although it is 
not clear exactly , what this, means in view of 
I the fact that she stands by the abrogation 
of the condominium agreements. I 

On all sides, including the British, there is! 
clearly a desire to solve the Sudan problem, 
but it is a pertinent question whether Mahdi: 
Pasha s_^ decision on. tne title could carry the 
whole Sudanese independence movement with 
it, or whether British influence on Mahdi 
Pasha is sufficient tp sway him that far. 

It is said that Egypt will seek to reconcile the 
views of Mahdi Pasha with his rival religious 
leader in the Sudan, Syed Ali el Mirghany 
Pasha, who is described simply as “ supporting 
a pro-unionist policy.” Such a description 
hardly takes into account the historical, 
personal and religious factors which create a 
gulf between the Ansar and Khatmia leaders. 
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MASTER OF AUSTRALIAN 
SHIP EXONERATED 


FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

BRISBANE, July 13 

A court of marine inquiry has exonerated 
the master. Captain O. K. Snowball, from all 
blame m connexion with the grounding of the 
Australian inter-state passenger liner Kanimbla 
off Caloundra (at the approaches to the port of 
Brisbane). The Kanimbla grounded during 
heavy weather on June 14, and although re¬ 
floated without aid she suffered damage which 
will take two to three months to repair. The 
court found that the cause of grounding was 
the ship’s failure’ to answer .the helm due to 
a sudden increase in wind velocity. It also 
found that navigation of the vessel had been 
carried out with seamanlike skill, care, and 
vigilance. ‘ 

_-_ , V * 

EGYPT TO COMPENSATE 
DISMISSED BRITONS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

. ALEXANDRIA; July 13 

The Council of Ministers to-day decided that 
indemnities to British subjects dismissed from 
the Egyptian Government service be calculated 
on a salary basis plus cost Jof living and foreign 
allowances which are regarded as part salary. 
Last December the Council decided that all 
British subjects in uie Government service 
should be dismissed; The matter was referred 
to the Couhdl of State and to-day’s decision 
is the result of their conclusions. ‘ 
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ECCLESIASTICAL NEWS 

The following changes have been an¬ 
nounced : — . 

The Rev. J. P. Taggart, vicar of Morton, Bourne, dio¬ 
cese of Lincoln, to be rector of Woodhall with Langton and 
Kirkstead, same diocese. 

The Rev. W. F. Garrod, rector of Monk Sherborne, dio¬ 
cese of Winchester, to be vicar of East Meon. diocese of 
Portsmouth. 

The Rev F. Jolley, vicar of SL Margaret's. Anfield. 
diocese of Liverpool, to be rector of Colton, diocese of 
Norwich. 

The Rev. J. Breese, curate of Oswestry, to be rector of 
Llanymynech. diocese of Lichfield. / 

The Rev. E. V. Beeny. rector of -Cold Higham. diocese 
of Peterborough, to be vicar of Sutton with Upton, same 
diocese. 

Canon G, S. J. Downes, vicar of Great with Little Har- 
rowden and rector of Jsham. diocese of Peterborough, to 
be vicar of Ouncfie. same diocese. 

The Rev. L. W. Booth, curate of Hemsworth. diocese of 
Wakefield, to be priest-in-charge of the Conventional Dis¬ 
trict of Wransbrook. same diocese. . 

The Rev. A. F. J. Hocking, rector of Palgrave. diocese 
of St. Edmundsbury and Ipswfch.to be rector of Redgrave 
with Botes dale, Suffolk,. same-diocese. 

The Rev. A. B. Champion; lately chaplain In Madeira 
to be rector of East Tisted. diocese of Winchester. 

. The -Rev. D. T. L. Stewart, lately chaplain C.C.G.. to 
the united benefice of Kenchester with Bridge SoHera. diocese 
of Hereford. . 

The Rev. E. W. French, rector of Bumby and Nunburn- 
holmc, to be vicar of Egton, diocese of York. 

NOTES, 

I * ' *■ 

The consecration of the Ven. Francis 
Featherstonhaugh Johnston, Archdeacon in 
Egypt, to be Bishop in Egypt, will take place 
in St. Paul's Cathedral on St. James’s Day, 
July 25, at 10A5 aJn. 

During the Olympic Garries at Helsinki 
Anglican services will, be held at the English 
Church; Gamla Kyrkan/the Old Church) and 
Kapyla Kyrkan. The Bishop of Fulham will 
be in Helsinki from July 19 to July 30. He will 
preach at Kapyla Kyrkan on July 20 and at 
t Gamla Kyrkan on July 20 and 27, 
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ARAB DEFENCE TALKS 
IN DAMASCUS 


SYRIAN AMBITIONS FOR 
LEADERSHIP 

FROM OUR BEIRUT CORRESPONDENT 

Delegates from Syria, the Lebanon, 
Egypt, and Jordan—all members of the 
United Nations mixed armistice commis¬ 
sion-have been meeting behind locked 
doors in Damascus to discuss the Arab 
attitude to recent moves by Israel. 

Israel’s actions, coupled with the Arabs’ 
conviction that she will attempt new encroach¬ 
ments on Arab territory before the presidential 
election in the United States, so as to present 
the west with a fait accompli, are considered 
in Syria as constituting a serious threat to the 
Arabs of the Middle East. 

Emir Masha’al, Saudi Arabian Minister for 
Defence, who was in Damascus on an official 
visit, while not attending the conference, was 
kept informed, and delayed his departure to 
hear the conclusions reached. 

Syria is convinced that some political and 
military stocktaking must soon be undertaken 
by Arab States to counter Israeli threats: The 
calling of the conference 1 by Syria reveals the 
extent to which she is intent on taking the lead 
m the Arab world. 

JOINT ACTION PLANNED 

■ Sheshekly, the Syrian Commander- 

1 • an d accepted leader of the country, 

addressmg the opening session, said: “ Syria, 
which looks for wider horizons where she can 
participate with other Arab States . . . has 
called this conference for the adoption of a 
uniform policy of action inspired by Arab 
interests.” 

One outcome of the conference was the 
adoption of a resolution that the Arab 
delegates to the mixed armistice commission 
shall form a joint body, instead of four separate 
entities as at present. 

One of the main issues discussed, it is under¬ 
stood, was the formation of a single Arab 
command, able to organize unified resistance, 
lhere has been outspoken criticism in the 
Syrian Press of the failure of the Arab League 
to accomplish this. 

Syria has definite ambitions to assume the 
role of military leadership. Her leaders are 
convinced they have a mission to restore past 
Arab glories. But they envisage an Arab world 
with Damascus as its heart, and Syria as the 
dominating Power. Any action by Syria along 
these lines creates obvious difficulties, which 
emphasize the present lack of unity among the 
Arabs. 

Iraq, one of the strongest Arab countries 
militarily, was not represented at the confer¬ 
ence. Syrian suspicion of Iraqi ambitions to 
form a greater Hashemite Kingdom by federa¬ 
tion with Jordan is the main reason for this. 
The Syrians see British intrigue behind any such 
move. Because of this, Syria would not 
tolerate Iraqi troops in Jordan, should any 
fighting flare up on the Jordan-Israeli frontier. 

The Lebanon is not strong militarily, having 
an army of only 5,000 men, and Syria places 
no great trust in that country. The presence 
of two Jews in the Lebanese Army, recently 
brought to light, caused more than surprise in 
Damascus. 
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POLICY ON SUDAN 
UNCHANGED 


PURPOSE OF WASHINGTON 
MEETING 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

It was emphasized at the Foreign Office 
yesterday that reports of the meeting on 
Monday between Mr. Acheson and Sir 
Oliver Franks in Washington were 
inaccurate. The reports had stated that 
Sir Oliver Franks had been summoned 
by Mr. Acheson, and that the United 
States Government was insistently press¬ 
ing the British Government to recognize 
King Farouk as King of the Sudan. 

The visit of Sir Oliver Franks to Mr. 
Acheson, was made, it was explained yesterday, 
on instructions from London. Its purpose 
was, in part at least, to explain the British 
Government’s views on the prospects of an 
Anglo-Egyptian settlement since the Govern¬ 
ment of Sirry Pasha took office. 

The British view that the Sudanese must be 
left free to decide their own future is fully 
understood in Washington. There has never 
been any possibility that the British Govern¬ 
ment would urge the Sudanese leaders to ac¬ 
knowledge King Farouk’s title. In the British 
view—and there is every, reason to think it 
correct—recognition of the title during the 
temporary period before the Sudanese exercise 
their right of self-determination, would be 
regarded in the Sudan as a sign that sovereignty 
was being transferred to Egypt. In that case 
the hope of free self-determination for the 
Sudanese would be vitiated, and moreover 
there is every prospect that disturbances would 
break out. There has, therefore, never been 
any possibility that the British Government 
would bring their influence, to bear on 
Sudanese leaders to accept the title. On the 
other hand, the proposal for a tripartite com¬ 
mission of British, Sudanese, and Egyptian 
representatives to supervise the process of self- 
determination is welcomed in London. 

It is, no doubt, true that some American 
officials, desiring a speedy and satisfactory end¬ 
ing of Anglo-Egyptian differences—a desire 
which also is fully understood and appreciated 
in London—have at times suggested that 
temporary recognition of the title would be 
enough to enable a general settlement to be 
reached, and that the British administration in 
the Sudan could assist a settlement by instruct¬ 
ing the Sudanese in the view that temporary 
recognition would really hold no dangers for 
them. To say, however, that insistent pressure 
has been brought to bear is certainly a serious 
overstatement. Nor is there any reason to 
suppose that Mr. Acheson himself has pressed 
this view. It is, however, natural that the 
Foreign Office should have denied such reports 
categorically, since they can only do barm if. 
they encourage Egypt to suppose that British 
policy on the Sudan will change. 
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CABINET CRISIS 
IN EGYPT 

SIRRY PASHA RESIGNS 

From Our Correspondent 

CAIRO, July. 20 

Hussein Sirry Pasha, the Egyptian 
Prime Minister, this evening submitted the 
resignation of his Government to Hafez 
Afifi Pasha, chief of the Royal Cabinet 
after 18 days in office. Earlier in the day 
he had verbally informed Afifi Pasha- oi 
his desire to give up the Premiership. 

There is no doubt that the collapse ol 
Sirry Pasha’s Government, coming at this 
moment, _ has surprised' the country, 
although in the welter of speculation on 
his foreign and domestic policy the weak¬ 
ness of the Government had been 
overlooked. 

Cairo, July 20.—Hafez Afifi Pasha, chiei 
of the Royal Cabinet, made the following 
official statement to-night: — 

“ Sirry Pasha to-day handed to me the 
resignation of his Cabinet for submission to ths 
King. My master and monarch refused tc 
accept the Cabinet’s resignation in these cir¬ 
cumstances, and ordered me to deny that he 
entrusted any personality, even myself, with 
the task of. forming a new Government. Sirry 
Pasha, however, told me that he was maintain, 
ing his decision to resign the Premiership. His 
Majesty will consider the Cabinet crisis 
to-morrow.” » 

AFIFI PASHA’S TALKS 

In spite of this official statement, it was 
believed in well-informed political circles here 
to-night that Afifi Pasha was beginning con¬ 
sultations with a view to forming a new 
Cabinet. He saw Hussein Heykal Pasha, 
leader of the Liberal Constitutional Party, and 
Ibrahim Abdul Hady Pasha, leader of the 
Saadist Party, as well as other independent 
statesmen. 

Sirry Pasha’s resignation was unexpected. 
It was only last week that he said he would 
soon begin negotiations with Britain .to settle 
outstanding questions between the two 
countries. 

At that time political observers in Cairo 
said that, as the Wafd leaders were leaving for 
summer holidays and the Saadist and Liberal 
parties were lying low for the time being, Sirry 
Pasha should be able to conduct the proposed 
talks in an atmosphere clear of political sabre- 
rattling. 

Sirry Pasha's resignation was the outcome of 
what is described as “a constitutional flare- 
up.” The chief Press censor here told foreign 
correspondents that all explanations, official or 
otherwise, about the resignation would be 
suppressed.— Reuter. 

** Sirry Pasha’s .Cabinet was formed on 
July 2, and, like its predecessor, consisted of 
non-party Ministers. 
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SURPRISE IN CAIRO 


MANY LEADERS ABSENT 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, July 21 

The choice of Hilaly Pasha caused some 
surprise in Cairo. It had been hinted that 
Hafez Afifi, chief of the Royal Cabinet, was 
studying the possibility of forming a Govern¬ 
ment, which would include the leaders of the 
various political parties, and would, it was 
hoped, be stronger than a Government of 
independents, to grapple effectively with 
urgent economic and financial questions. 

Egypt has had four Governments since the 
beginning of the year, three of which have 
come and gone within five months, and it 
was thought that the Saadist, Liberal, and 
Nationalist leaders might be willing to sink 
their differences and put an end to this decline 
of political stability. It may have been found 
impracticable, however, to organize such a 
Cabinet at short notice because of the absence 
of many politicians abroad on holiday. 

The reasons for Sirry Pasha’s resignation 
have not been disclosed. Unlike Hilaly Pasha, 
his predecessor, he did not have at his disposal 
the services of Maraghy Pasha, who, as 
Minister of the Interior and Minister of War, 
gave his leader no cause for anxiety about 
security in the country. The return of Hilaly 
Pasha—if he succeeds in forming a Govern¬ 
ment—will be regarded as reversing a back¬ 
ward step in Egyptian politics. He will doubt¬ 
less return with a freer hand to create a stable 
Government in Egypt regardless of the political 
importance or the connexions of individuals 
who may be affected by his “ purification ” 
measures. 

Cairo, July 21.— A} Misri , giving an account 
°f the Sirry Government’s last hours, said that 
Afifi Pasha, chief of the royal cabinet, 
conferred with the Prime Minister at 
midnight on Saturday. Then at 8.30 a.m. 
yesterday Ferik (Field-Marshal) Haidar Pasha, 
commander-in-chief of the armed forces, 
called on Sirry Pasha, leaving afterwards for 
his command headquarters at Alexandria. 

At noon Haidar Pasha left for Cairo, the 
paper said. Afifi Pasha again talked for 40 
minutes with Sirry Pasha and this was 
followed by a Cabinet meeting. 

It is learned that Hassan Yussef Pasha, 
deputy chief of the Royal Cabinet, is to return 
I from Paris, where he is on holiday, and is 
expected here in a day or two. Sirry Pasha 
and his son-in-law, the outgoing Minister of 

the Interior, Mohamed Hashem Pasha, will 
Sail to Europe on Wednesday on board the 
Italian liner Esperia to join their families, who 
left on a summer holiday two weeks ago. 
Hussein Heykal Pasha, leader of the Liberal- 
Constitutional Party, is reported to have can¬ 
celled a proposed trip to Lebanon.— Reuter. 
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AN UNEXPECTED 
COLLAPSE 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

| News of the resignation of Sirry Pasha is 1 
surprising, since it came, if not out of a blue, 
at least out of a reasonably calm sky. When ; 
the Wafdist leaders, Nahas Pasha and Serag 
ed-Din, left Egypt recently it was thought that 
the present Government would be able to carry 
on at least until the late autumn. It seems, 
however, that Sirry Pasha was unable to settle 

satisfactorily the Ministries of Finance and 

War. In particular there have been recent 
reports of dissatisfaction among the officer 

corps, and it seems that Sirry Pasha was not 
able to get his way ini appointing as Minister 
of War a senior officer to the Army’s liking. 

Sirry Pasha had also, it seems, been under 

considerable, if misguided, pressure over the 

Ministry of Finance. From the subsequent 

political activity of Afifi Pasha, the chief of the 
King's Cabinet, it appears that Sirry Pasha's 
resignation has left King Farouk in a difficult 
position, and that he now wishes to fill the 
unexpected gap as quickly as possible. 


l 



An Unexpected Collapse. 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Tuesday, Jul 22, 1952; pg. 6; Issue 52370. 

Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS 102584054 


2 



KING FAROUK AND 
THE ARMY 


ACTION TO END RISING 
DISAFFECTION * 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The return of Hilaly Pasha as Egyptian 
Prime Minister, with much the same team 
as in his previous Government, means, it 
is to be hoped, that a singularly murky 
interlude has now ended. 

The speed with which the new Government 
has been appointed and accepted by King 
Farouk indicates that matters had come to a 
head. 

There have indeed been increasing reports 
o£ disaffection among junior officers in the 
Army. This originates from the Palestine 
arms scandals, in which senior officers and 
arms contractors are alleged to have been in¬ 
volved in supplying defective arms to the 
Egyptian forces who were fighting against 
Israel. 

SOURCES OF DISCONTENT 

To this source of discontent was added the 
knowledge that a personal feud existed between 
a senior officer said to be involved in the 
arms scandal and General Neguib Mohammed, 
who had been three times wounded in Pales¬ 
tine, and who, as a man of well known integrity 
wields great influence among the younger 
officers. It was believed that King Farouk 
was opposed to the appointment of General 
Neguib Mohammed as Minister of War, which 
the outgoing Prime Minister, Sirry Pasha 
was contemplating when he resigned. 

The younger officers, and indeed public 
opinion in Egypt generally, had also been 
shocked recently by the manner in which the 
Government of Sirry Pasha came to power 
Tlje administration of Hilaly PashaMbich pre¬ 
ceded it, was generally accounted a good, 
honest, and progressive Government. It had 
been bent on carrying through an anti- 
corruption purge under the recently passed 
laws on corrupt practices and illegal gains, 
and enormous sums amassed through tax 
evasion were believed to have been at stake 
The unpopularity of Sirry Pasha's Govern¬ 
ment, which was given both in -Egypt and 
abroad a uniformly bad reception by- the 
Press, coupled with rising disaffection in the 
Army, no doubt brought home So King 
Farouk that Egypt might soon fall under 
military rule, as Syria has done, if he did not 
recall Hilaly Pasha. 

First reports indicate that Hilaly Pasha 
refused to take office unless he was given a 
free hand to continue the anti-corruption 
purge, and this is borne out by the appoint¬ 
ment of Abdel MotaaS Bey to the Ministry of 
Finance, the post which he held in Hilaly 
Pasha's previous Government. 

PALACE CONSULTATIONS 

It seems that King Farouk during the pre¬ 
sent crisis has been consulting the widely 
respected Chief of the Royal Cabinet, Hafez 
Afifi Pasha, who in the past has not seen 
him with any great frequency. 

The appointment of Colonel Ismail Sherin 
Bey, the King s brother-in-law, as Minister of 
War is a change from the former Government 
of Hilaly Pasha. It may indicate that the 
King, by the appointment of a relative, wished 
to show his concern for the Army. This 
appointment is probably of less importance 
than the fact that the strong hand of Mortada 
el-Maraghy Pasha now returns to the Ministry 
of the Interior. Although he held the port¬ 
folios of the Interior and also of War and 
Marine in the previous Hilaly Government, the 
Ministry of the Interior is probably the more 
important at present. Mortada el-Maragny 
Pasha is certainly determined to ensure public 
security. 
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HILALY PASHA’S 
CABINET 

EARLIER POLICY 
STRENGTHENED 


REASONS FOR RECALL 

From Our Own Correspondent 

ALEXANDRIA, July 22 | 

Hilaly Pasha and the members of hisj 
new Cabinet were received by King 
Farouk at the Montaza Palace this after¬ 
noon to take the oath. Afterwards Hilaly, 
Pasha said that his policy would be 
precisely the same as that followed by his 
previous Ministry, which resigned less] 
than three weeks ago. 

The Cabinet will consist of the following:—' 

Hilaly Pasha, Prime Minister: 

Abdel Khalek Hassouna Pasha, Foreign 

Affairs; 

Ahmed Mortada el-Maraghy Pasha, 
Intenor; 

Colonel Ismail Sherin Bey, War and 
Marine; 

Taha el-Sibai Pasha, Supply; 

Mohamed Kamel Moursi Pasha, Justice; 

Mohamed el-Mufti el-Ghazayerli Pasha, 
Wakfs (religious formations); 

Zaki Abdel Motaal Bey, Finance; 

Mohamed Rifaat Pasha, Education; 

Mohamed Farid Zaalouk, Commerce and 
Industry; 

Tarraf Aly Pasha, Communications; 

Manet Butros Ghali, Municipalities and 
Rural Affairs; 

Yussef Saad, Public Works; 

Hassan Kamel Chichini, Agriculture; 

Dr. Sayed Shukri, Health; 

Radi Abou Seif Radi Bey, Social Affairs. 

This is another Cabinet of Independents, 
containing largely the same persons as served 
in Hilaly Pasha’s earlier Ministry. There is an 
interesting change at the Ministry of War 
and Marine. Maraghy Pasha, who held that 
portfolio along with that of the Interior, now 
concentrates on the Interior. Ismail Cherin 
Bey, who comes in as Minister of War and 
Marine, is a young and respected scion of a 
great Egyptian family, and has been serving 
as liaison officer between the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment and the Egyptian-Israeli armistice 
commission. 

It is notable that Hilaly Pasha has dropped 
NeguiG Ibrahim Pasha, who was Minister of 
Public Works in the earlier Cabinet but 
accepted office under Sirry Pasha, Farid 
Zaalouk, who was previously Minister of 
Propaganda, becomes Minister of Commerce 
in place of Salib Samy Pasha, and there are 
three minor changes. None of Sirry Pasha's 
Ministers finds a place in the new Cabinet. 

A HEALTHY REACTION 

The return of Hilaly Pasha reflects, in the 
opinion of observers here, a healthy reaction 
by influential elements in the country against 
Sirty Pasha’s evident intention of paving the 
way for a return of the Wafd to office. The 
argument adduced for the benefit of foreign 
Powers that Sirry Pasha would be able to 
conclude an agreement with Great Britain and 
see it through the next Parliament, Wafdist or 
otherwise, was not taken seriously. It was 
realized that Sirry Pasha had not sufficient 
public support to achieve anything important 
m foreign or domestic problems, and that 
Hilaly Pasha's measures to clean up the 
administration and political life were likely to 
be brought to an abrupt halt by Sirry Pasha's 
Government. A fillio seemed to have been 
given to extremism, and it was foreseen that 
Sirry Pasha's control of the security situation 
in the country was likely to be fragile. 

This episode, which has shocked Egypt, may 
have done some good. Hilaly Pasha returns 
m a stronger position than before to build 
up an honest and stable Government regard¬ 
less of the political importance or cpnnexions 
of individuals whose personal interests may 
he afTerled The f i r — a 


the palace with Hilaly Pasha’s purposes. 

The implications for foreign policy remain 
to be seen. It is not improbable that the 
Prime Minister may feel that he now has 
more freedom of manoeuvre in the question 
of the national aspirations that bedevils rela¬ 
tions with England. The visit of Mahdi Pasha 
and his retinue from the Sudan is expected 
to begin on Saturday, as planned. Whatever 
the concrete outcome, it is probable that the 
spirit of the Sudanese conversations will be 
rather more friendly with this Government 
than it would have been with Sirry Pasha and 
his colleagues. 

The newspapers announce that Karim Tabet 
Pasha, a controversial figure in Sirry Pasha's 
Ministry, is leaving to-morrow for Europe. 
Sirry Pasha and his son-in-law. Hachem 
Pasha, who was Minister of the Interior in 
his Government, are said to be going on 
holiday abroad later this week. Press reports 
of certain hotel bookings would imply that 
they have a rendezvous at Aix-ies-Bains with 
the Wafdist leaders Nahas Pasha and Serag ed 
Din Pasha, who had left for Europe before 
Sirry Pasha's Government fell. The reunion is 
unlikely to be very happy. 

KING FAROUK’S COMMENTS 

Sirry Pasha said in his letter of resignation 
that he had made all efforts to fulfil the 
promises that he made to the King on taking 
office, but sincerity compelled him to say that 
he could not continue to carry those responsi¬ 
bilities. In reply. King Farouk said that it 
was hoped that Sirry Pasha would overcome 
all the obstacles that he had mentioned in 
order to realize the hopes placed in him when 
he took office. The King's letter added: 

But you preferred to leave the work in the 
critical situation which the country faces, and 
which is now increasing our feelings of this 
responsibility. So we have no alternative but 
to accept your resignation.” 

In a letter to Hilaly Pasha, King Farouk 
asked him to take over the Premiership in view 
of the critical period, which needed continual 
work m the interests of the country, both 
intenor and exterior. He was full of hopes 
that Hilaly Pasha would succeed in realizing 
the national aims and demands, and that he 
would leave no effort unexerted that would 
straighten out the administration, bring 
stability and security, and strengthen the 
economy and other services. 

Comments by our Diplomatic Corre¬ 
spondent appear on page 5. 
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it is fair to recognize that the State Depart- difficulties due to the Wafdist Govern¬ 
ment has had some successes at home menl i overspending of sterling and 
and has been able to continue the proces^ 'If 

of nibbling at the American tariff which i ong corrupted public life might b£ 
began before the war. As the words on dragged into the open and exposed; that 
1 larl “ ROlicy in the Republican Party's plat- rich men might be forced to pay their 
' form show, however, there is never any taxes. When these hopes seemed to be 
guarantee that the tariff concessions may dashed by the departure of Hilaly Pasha 
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Europe alone have fallen still more steeply which will not please the patriots. Even 
and are now less than half of one per cent, so, the Kino's action in bringing back 
of America’s gross national product. Hilaly Pasha is a snub to those people in 
Natural facts and forces go far to account his entourage whose influence has been 
for this. The United States has great bad, and the restored Prime Minister has 
resources, which have been energetically another chance, with a freer hand, to 
developed by twentieth-century pioneer- pursue his good work. The response of 
ing. American production grew during the Wafd to the rebuff has yet to be seen, 
the war while Europe's industrial fabric •- - 

was weakened. This was initially the basis 

for American post-war aid to Europe. The Guillotine 

Now, when European countries seek, as r- ___ ,, . 

they should, to pay for dollar goods by ,, Th * Commons , deba,e OD Monday on 
sales of their own goods, as they have . Governments motion to apply the 
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tective restrictions on imports have proved ing committee on Licensed Premises in 
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be continued-though now it is only to the Opposition, as on such occasions it 
defence aid. Reductions of duties have always does, to contest the Government's 
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Europe has to come from the American did not mean to make reasonable use of 

exchequer and America is driven to a opportunities for discussion. Finally the 
policy of “ taxes at home and charity time which the Government proposed to 
abroad. allow for the conclusion of the committee 

Britain, Mr. Thorneycroft asserted, stage. Sir David Maxwell Fyfe con- 
seeks trade not aid '; and he listed tended, was adequate to the Bill's! 
the barriers that confront manufacturers substance. 

who try to dose the dollar gap. There That there are circumstances in which! 
are the tariffs themselves, some prohibi- a parliamentary majority is entitled to 
tjve i there is the customs procedure, restrict the time allotted to the Opposition! 
designed to discourage importers; there for the criticism of Government legisla¬ 
ture the Buy American ” Acts; and there tion will not be disputed. That any 
is the escape clause in the Trade Agree- Government should be sure, before doing 
ments extended in 1951 by which Ameri- so, that the occasion justifies it is equally 
can industries can seek tariff relief, and are plain. The guillotine has a long and 
in fact now seeking it—though so far chequered history. Originally introduced 
without success. The need for greater to prevent a minority of Irish members 
clarity and security in American tariff from paralysing the activity of Parliament 
policy cannot be too strongly urged, and in the 1880s, it developed into a regular 
Mr. Thorn eycroft's vivid statement feature of parliamentary procedure in the 


sented must prompt questions nearer amid much controversy during the tenure 
home. It must be asked how far the prin- °. f . lh . e Labour Government of 1945. From 
ciples which the Americans are besought , •* appears that three conditions have 

to follow are being, or should be, followed favour ' d , . ts , use . : a Government with a 
in Britain. The American manufacturer slr0 "? majonty in the Commons, an un- 
who seeks more protection normally asks usua A ly heayy legislative programme, and 
for it as a source of security and a guaran- “ Ahi^innsM ' 

generation, the libml mi. g.u.to o[ E, KSe ,”i. ”Shi, 
the AmertMn State Department can pre- parallel between the application of the 
commercial decisions of that guillotine to the committee stage of a Bill 
gr “‘ “ n " ne ,K o C0 ^ ry b ? D f? I,ke a of such comparatively modest proportions 
cloud over the British and European as the present one, and its use to facilitate 
Yet 'S fhat “ certain is that, to the passage of measures like nationaliza- 
pay its way and its debts, whatever the tion of transport and steel There ran 
obstacles raised by its creditors, this island be no accusation that the guillotine £ 
country at least can travel hopefuliy only being improperly used this time to rush 
* and “w Wld a y u S Vllal * e 8i s lati°h through Parliament with- 

SillSth *' " i ”* s «• 


people's elected representatives in whom, 
and not in a party machine, constitutional! 
authority resides. The surprise, indeed, is 1 


Hilaly Pasha’s Return authority resides. Tbe surprise, indeed, is 

fo E fP tian P° ,iticsit is fo e ““ex-M^ttepai^fa^uSuw^fo? 

pected that recurs most frequently. Even lack of time, such major matters as the 
the Wafdist leaders, usually shrewd in see- denationalization of transport and steel 
ing which way the cat will jump, have been have been put off until next session, 
taken by surprise by the sudden resigns- Governments should be prudent as well 
tion of Hussein Sirry Pasha and the ? s const >tuUonally proper, and it is un- 
. ,, fasha ana tne f ortuna t c that the guillotine should have 

reappointment of Hilaly Pasha as Prime been annlied to a measnre 
Minister. Nahas Pasha, the Wafdist arome M much tr^ciibo^^anrf^ LiS 
I leader, and Serao el Din Pasha, the party scntiment as * Bill ab£t?t“quor MR 
r TT^ ef f°u a h ° w Eur0| ?J aSl Aneurin Bevan. appearing, not for the 
! Z the^overnm^o? first I™ 6 ' in ^ role of ^ ^ addition 

of , S $ 10 ,he apostolic succession of English 

srtss s tsar trass sttar -us* 


trusted to do little more Toryism and beer and suggestions of a 
Uon irno corr^fioT.nh?^'^ P 1o ‘ by ,he brewers' interlft to corrupt 

h£d k b gb p aces which fo' processes of Parliament and under- 

clo1elv d ted un minc the foundations of the Constitution, 

closely tied up with the Wafdists—to The imth nf the k ih,i. k. 

exerting^Dressure^tfn ,hV?'i ALY P A SHA by like 0,her '"dustrial interests on both sides 
S^RRY'RiSHA^Gm^ernment^thev ° f ,he Hou se, use what political influence 

nm do them they can dispose of to ensure that their 

wL m ^ -,T?k a u V !V f “ in,eres,s sha11 be considered by a Parlia- 
wished.to do so; it had had a bad Press ment which makes no specific provision 
and no man of outstanding ability was for the representation of economic cor- 
wiinng to join it; they were safe in letting porations. This was obscured in a cloud of 
it go its own way until the autumn, when abuse in the grand style. Nevertheless 


1 



Hilaly Pasha's Return. 

The Times (London, England),Wednesday, Jul 23, 1952; pg. 7; Issue 52371. 
Category: Editorials/Leaders 


Gale Document Number:CS 117919479 


2 



GEN. NEGUIB MOHAMMED’S 
COUP D’ETAT 


ANTI-CORRUPTION AIMS IN EGYPT 

A military coup in Cairo yesterday led by Major-General Neguib 
Mohammed was followed by the resignation of Hilaly Pasha, who was 
expected to be succeeded as Prime Minister by Aly Maher Pasha. 

The leader of the coup declared that his object was to end 
instability of government and corruption in high places, and he 
emphasized that he had no anti-foreign aims. 


HILALY PASHA 
RESIGNS 

ALY MAHER PASHA 
AS SUCCESSOR 

From Our Own Correspondent 
ALEXANDRIA, July 23 

Hilaly Pasha’s Government fell this 
afternoon under pressure of the action by 
the Egyptian Army, which - occupied 
Cairo early in the morning.- Aly Maher 
Pasha is understood to be on the way 
Alexandria to form a new Government. 

King Farouk accepted his Prime 
Minister's resignation at 4 o’clock this; 
afternoon, just 24 hours after he had 1 
installed him in office. It appears that the 
Army took control of the Cairo office of: 
the Egyptian State broadcasting system at 
11 o’clock last night and began patrolling 
the streets of the capital in force early this ( 
morning. At 7 o’clock two proclamations j 
were broadcast in the .name of Major- j 
General Neguib Mohammed from which \ 
it appeared that the Army’s motive was 1 
to put an end to the instability of govern¬ 
ment and State corruption which had 
endured in Egypt since the Palestine war. 

CRITICAL TIME 

The text of the first was as follows:— 

Egypt has undergone a critical time in its 
recent history. It has been a period of gross 
corruption and government - instability, and 
these factors had a great influence on the 
Army. People who received bribes con¬ 
tributed towards our defeat during the Pales¬ 
tine war. Traitors plotted against the Army 
after the Palestine war, but now we have 
purged ourselves, and our affairs within the 
Army have been placed in the hands of men 
in whose ability, character and patriotism we 
have faith. 

The whole of Egypt will welcome this news. 
No harm will be done to former military 
personnel who have been arrested. The entire 
Army is working for the interests of Egypt 
within the constitution . and’ without any 
designs of its own. 

I appeal to all Egyptians not to resort to any 
acts of sabotage or violence.. These would 
not be in the interests of Egypt. Any such 
action will be met with unparalleled firmness, 
and the offender will be punished immediately 
for treason. The Army will undertake res¬ 
ponsibility for law and order in cooperation 
with the police, and I want to assure our I 
brother foreigners of the safety of their lives 
and property, for which the Army considers 
itself responsible. 

Major-General Neguib Mohammed 
evidently made no attempt to take over 
the civil administration in Cairo. In | 
Alexandria there were no signs of mili¬ 
tary activity at all. 


FLIGHT TO CAIRO 

King Farouk, the Cabinet, and Haidar 
Pasha, the Commander-in-Chief, were all 
at the summer capital. Maraghy Pasha, 
the Minister of the Interior, who was 
War Minister in Hilaly Pasha's previous 
Cabinet and gained the confidence of the 
Army, made contact by telephone with 
General Neguib Mohammed. Before 
8 o’clock Hafez Afifi Pasha, Chief of the 
Royal Cabinet, called at the Montaza 
Palace to consult with King Farouk. The 
Prime Minister went into session with 
his Ministers at half-past 8, and before 
10 o’clock Maraghy Pasha was on his 
way to Cairo by air to meet General 
Neguib Mohammed. At noon Hilaly 
Pasha submitted his resignation. 

In the course of the morning Hilaly 
Pasha was quoted as saying that his Cabi-i 
net was ready to meet any reasonable 
demands. But it became known that] 
Major-General Neguib Mohammed and 
•the officers supporting him had acted in 
support of demands for the abolition of I 
martial law—which has been in force 
since January 26—a General Election and| 
the reappointment of Aly Maher Pasha 
Prime Minister. 

INTEREST IN REFORM 

This veteran statesman took office < 
the fall of the Wafd after the January 261 
riots, and in the month before he was dis¬ 
missed succeeded in giving the broad 
masses of the people a sense that he! 
appreciated their needs and difficulties 
and was ready to do something to relieve 
them. Out of office he has been taking 
an interest in social and agrarian reform. 
His policy is likely to be in tune with the 
progressive views of the younger army 
officers who are so solidly behind Major- 
General Neguib Mohammed. - 

While the Ministers were still deliberat¬ 
ing at noon three bombers flew low in 
formation over Alexandria, followed by 
flights of jet fighters. This appears to 
have been an Ajr Force demonstration of j 
supDort for the Army. 

There are no indications of any anti- 
foreign or anti-British factors; in this 
movement by the Army. Major-General 
Neguib is going out of his way publicly 
and privately to emphasize that it is purely 
an internal movement for reform and 
against corruption in high places, and that 
the Army accepts full responsibility for 
the lives and property of foreigners. 


il Shcrin Bey, a brother-in-law 


to Colonel I-., , 

of King Farouk. 

. After the Hilaly Government was appointed, I 
it was being said that General Neguib would 

K soon be dismissed or sent to an unimportant! 
‘J«e south of Egypt, and there seems. 
; doubt that General Neguib Mohammed 
realized at this point that he must strike at 
once or lose his chance. 

An important decision was obviously taken 
yesterday when Mortada Maraghy Pasha, the 
Minister of the Interior, flew to see Major- 
General Neguib Mohammed in Cairo. 
Maraghy Pasha was responsible for the police, 
^“h's flight to Cairo with Hilaly Pasha's, 
approval meant that there was to be no clash 
with the Army. 1 

Aly Maher Pasha, the new, Prime Minister, 
mst took office on January 27, when the Wafd 
H° ve ™ nent was dismissed by King Farouk 
!? 0ts of .‘. Black Saturday.” Aly 
Maher Pasha was originally a member of the 
nght wing of the Wafd and has at times 
2,““ en . ce in the Pa |ace - After 
£, e ‘ eft 'h e Wafd he headed a Government of 
moderates and Independents in 1939, though 
ne resigned during the war. when his attitude 



General Neguib Mohammed. 

...ds the Axis came into question. He 
mterned from 1942 to 1944. In his.deali,,^, 
with the Bnush he certainly cannot be accused 
h V . the Nationalists of having any pro-British 
teleton in his cupboard. 1 

It is abundantly clear that the events of the 
past lew days in, Egypt have been due to in¬ 
ternal causes, and have nothing to do with 
the Anglo-Egyptian dispute. One result 
seems certain, that they have considerably cur- 
taded the King s power to influence the poli¬ 
tical scene. In so far as the Army, and 
particularly the younger officers have taken 
charge, that may indicate an increase in 
support for the Wafd, but it will be the 
younger, more progressive and less corrupt, 
-mg of the party which stands to gain. 

STATEMENT BY MR. 
CHURCHILL 


INFORMATION STILL 
INCOMPLETE 

In the House of Commons yesterday 
Mr. Attlee asked the Prime Minister 
whether he had any statement to make| 
u developments in Egypt 
Mr. Churchill replied:—My information 
still incomplete and I - will confine myself 
• the facts as they would appear from infor- 
ation available. I am informed that the 
Egyptian Army, led by a group of officers who 
were dissatisfied with existing conditions, took 
over control in Cairo in the course of last 
night. Order is being maintained and the 
police are apparently obeying the orders of 
this group. The Army in Alexandria are, 
according to the information which I have 
present, unaffected, and members of the nt.. 
Egyptian Government headed by Hilaly Pasha 
have made contact with the Army leaders. 
As far as can be seen there is at- present no 
risk to British lives or property. 

In a broadcast from Cairo this morning 
Major-General Neguib Mohammed, who 
according to news reports has declared him¬ 
self Commander-in-Chief of the Egyptian 
armed forces, has given assurances to foreign 
residents that their lives and property will be 
safeguarded and that the Army will make itself 
responsible for them. 

OFFICER’S “WARNING 5 
TO BRITISH 


AMERICAN AMBASSADOR’S 
REPORT 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

WASHINGTON, July 23 

Mr. Cattery, the American Ambassador 
in Cairo, informed the State Department 
that the Egyptian Army Officers who 
seized power there asked the American 
Embassy to inform Britain that they would 
meet any possible British intervention with 
force. 

The Ambassador stated that the Ameriw.. 
assistant air attachi was told by one of these 
officers that the coup was the work of mem¬ 
bers of an “ underground ” movement, and 
was aimed solely at removing senior Egyptian 
military leaders. This officer added that the 
British must be warned that any intervention 
from the Suez Canal zone would be met by 
determined and efficient “ underground 

The leaders of the coup further informed! 
the American Embassy that they had interned 
a number of military leaders, including Haidar 
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HILALY PASHA 
RESIGNS 

ALY MAHER PASHA 
AS SUCCESSOR 

From Our Own Correspondent 
ALEXANDRIA, July 23 

Hilaly Pasha's Government fell this| 
afternoon under pressure of the action by 
the Egyptian Army, which - occupied 
Cairo early in the morning.' Aly MaherJ 
Pasha is understood to be on the waj 
Alexandria to form a new Government. 

King Farouk accepted his Prime 
Minister's resignation at 4 o’clock this 
afternoon, just 24 hours after he had 
installed him in office. It appears that the 
Army took control of the Cairo office of 
the Egyptian State broadcasting system at 
11 o’clock last night and began patrolling 
the streets of the capital in force early this 
morning. At 7 o’clock two proclamations 
were broadcast in the .name of Major- 
General Neguib Mohammed from which 
it appeared that the Army's motive was 
to put an end to the instability of govern¬ 
ment and State corruption which had 
endured in Egypt since the Palestine war. 

CRITICAL TIME 

The text of the first was as follows:—| 

Egypt has un- 

corruption and gove 

these factors had a . 

Army. People who received - — 

tributed towards our defeat during the Pales¬ 
tine war. Traitors plotted against the Army 
after the Palestine war, but now we have 
purged ourselves, and our affairs within the 
Army have been placed in the hands of men 
in whose ability, character and patriotism we 
have faith. 

The whole of Egypt will welcome this news. 
No harm will be done to former military 
personnel who have been arrested. The entire 
Army is working for the interests of Egypt 
within the constitution . and' without any 
designs of its own. 

I appeal to all Egyptians not to resort to any 
acts of sabotage or violence.. These would 
not be in the interests of Egypt. Any such 
action will be met with unparalleled firmness, 
and the offender will he punished immediately 
for treason. The Army will undertake res¬ 
ponsibility for law and order in cooperation 
with the police, and I want to assure out 

brother foreigners of the safety of their lives 
and property, for which the Army considers 
itself responsible. 

Major-General Neguib Mohammed 
evidently made no attempt to take over 
the civil administration in Cairo. In 
Alexandria there were no signs of mili¬ 
tary activity at all. 

FLIGHT TO CAIRO 

King Farouk, the Cabinet, and Haidar| 
Pasha-, the Commander-in-Chief, were all 
at the summer capital. Maraghy Pasha, 
the Minister of the Interior, who was 
War Minister in Hilaly Pasha’s previous 
Cabinet and gained the confidence of the 
Army, made contact by telephone with 
General Neguib Mohammed. Before | 
8 o’clock Hafez Afifi Pasha, Chief of the 
Royal Cabinet, called at the Montaza 
Palace to consult with King Farouk. The 
Prime Minister went into session with I 
his Ministers at half-past 8, and before 
10 o'clock Maraghy Pasha was on his 
way to Cairo by air to meet General 
Neguib Mohammed. At noon Hilaly 
Pasha submitted his resignation. 

In the course of the morning Hilaly 
Pasha was quoted as saying that his Cabi¬ 
net was ready to meet any reasonable 
demands. But it became known that 
Major-General Neguib Mohammed and 
■the officers supporting him had acted in 
support of demands for the abolition of 
martial law—which has been in force 
since January 26—a General Election and 
the reappointment of Aly Maher Pasha 
Prime-Minister. 

INTEREST IN REFORM 

This veteran statesman took office i 
the fall of the Wafd after the January 26 j 
riots, and in the month before he was dis¬ 
missed succeeded in giving the broad 
masses of the people a sense that he! 
appreciated their needs and difficulties! 
and was ready to do something to relieve 
them. Out of office he has been taking 
an interest in social and agrarian reform. 
His policy is likely to be in tune with the 
progressive views of the younger army 
officers who are so solidly behind Major -' 
General Neguib Mohammed. 

While the Ministers were still deliberat¬ 
ing at noon three bombers flew low in 
formation over Alexandria, followed by 
flights of jet fighters. This appears to 
have been an Air Force demonstration of 
supDOrt for the Army. 

There are no indications of any anti- 
foreign or anti-British factors; in this 
movement by the Army. Major-General 
Neguib is going out of his way publicly 
and privately to emphasize that it is purely 
an internal movement for reform and 
against corruption in high places, and that 
the Army accepts full responsibility for 
the lives and property of foreigners. 


Sherin Bey, a brother-in-law 

of King Farouk. 

After the Hilaly Government was appointed, 
was being said that General Neguib would 
>on be dismissed or sent to r- - 

saisrbisnw 

ted at this point that he 


Minister of the Interior, flew'to see Major- 
General Neguib Mohammed in Cairo. 
Maraghy Pasha was responsible for the police, 
n n?- lr “ i fllghl Ca '[° wilh Hilaly Pasha’s 
approval meant that there was to be no clash 

the new,Prime Minister, 
last took office on January 27, when the Wafd 

‘J 

he left the Wafd he headed a dovemme"' 
modemes^andrlndependcnts ra 1939, tf 


certainly*cannotbe’ accuse! 

8ny pr0 ' BrUish 
It is abundantly clear that the events of the 
ist few days in, Egypt have been due to in- 
.L. and have nothing to do with 

the Anglo-Egyptian dispute. One result 
seems certain, that they have considerably cur¬ 
tailed the King s power to influence the poli¬ 
tical scene. In so far as the Army, and 
particularly the younger officers have taken 
charge, that may indicate an increase in 
.. ,j, e wafd, but it will be the 

' - — -e progressive and less corrupt, 

wing or the party which stands to gain. 


KING’S INFLUENCE 
DIMINISHED 


COUP LEADER’S MOTIVES 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 
The coup which took place in Egypt has | 
been caused by a mixture of high ideals 
and personal ambition. General Neguib 
Mohammed, its leader, is a well respect ’ 
officer, president of the Officers’ Club 
Cairo, director of military training, and 
man who enjoys a high reputation f_. 
honesty. He was tbre? times wounded in 
the fighting against Israel. 

Though he does not enjoy the prest 
national figure, he is a personality 
whom naturally - centred the dissati 
of many junior officers at mut.. 
valent corruption in the higher ranks of the 
Army. When this dissatisfaction appeared to 1 
be coming to a head a few days ago, Sirry 
Pasha, who was then Prime Minister., 
apparently proposed that General Neguib 
Mohammed should be appointed Mjniste- 
War to ensure the loyalty of the Army. 

Instead the King turned again to Hilaly 

Pasha, and it seemed that with his p 
team he would be able to restore the co 
confidence in its leaders. There was, bow-1 
ever, one change in the new Hilaly Govern¬ 
ment of cardinal importance. The Ministry 
?, f ,Y a ^- and Ma ™*' which in the previous 
Hilaly Government had been held by Mortada 
Maraghy Pasha, was given at the last 


to ai^ unimportant 



STATEMENT BY MR. 
CHURCHILL 

INFORMATION STILL 
INCOMPLETE 

In the House of Commons yesterday 
Mr. Attlee asked the Prime Minister) 
whether he had any statement to make) 
n developments in Egypt 

Mr. Churchill replied:—My__ 

is still incomplete and I' will confine myself 
to the facts as they would appear from infor¬ 
mation available. I am informed that the 
Egyptian Army, led by a group of officers who 

control in Cairo in the course of last 
—,.... Order is being maintained and the 
police are apparently obeying the orders of 
this group. The Army in Alexandria are, 
according to the information which I have at 
present, unaffected, and members of the new 
Egyptian Government headed by Hilaly Pasha 
have made contact with the Army leaders. 
As far as can be seen there is at- present no 
risk to British lives^ or property. 
Major-General Neguib Mohammed, who 
according to news reports has declared him-, 
[ self Commander-in-Chief of the Egyptian 
armed forces, has given assurances to foreign 
residents that their lives and property will be 


OFFICER’S “WARNING” 
TO BRITISH 

AMERICAN AMBASSADOR’S 
REPORT 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

WASHINGTON, July 23 

Mr. Caffery, the American Ambassador 
in Cairo, informed the State Department 
that the Egyptian Army Officers who 
seized power there asked the American 
Embassy to inform Britain that they would 
meet any possible British intervention with 
force. 

The Ambassador stated that the American 

assistant air attache was told by one of these 

officers that the c — — .. 

bers of an “lint 

was aimed solely at removing senior Egyptian! 
military leaders. This officer added that the 
British must be warned that any intervention 
from the Suez Canal zone would 1 

determined and efficient 
force. . 

The leaders of the coup further informed 
the American Embassy that they had interned 
a number of military leaders, including Hai-’ 
Pasha. Commander-in-Chief of the Aril 
Forces; General Farid, Army Chief of Su 
and General Sharrawi, Director-Generai 
the Royal Egyptian Air Force. 

The Embassy was also told that the milit 
leaders had the cooperation of the police < 
were in complete control of Cairo. The oun 
cers concerned in the coup maintained that 
they had taken this action because of their 
disgust with various high officers and with 
the incompetence and corruption of 


it back t< 


WAFD LEADERS’ HOLIDAY 

Genoa. July 23.—Fuad Scrag ed-Din Pasha, 
secretary of the Egyptian Wafd Party and 
former Minister of the Interior, arrived here 
to-night in the Egyptian liner Mohamed Ali 
el Kebir for a holiday on the Italian Riviera.— 
Reuter. 

Geneva, July 23 —Nahas Pasha, a former 
Egyptian Prime Minister, arrived in Geneva 

by > CCOmpanied 

TROOPS’ ESCAPE IN AIR 
CRASH 

Orleans, July 23.—Four men were injured, 
one seriously, when a British four-engined 

Less, about 19 miles north-east of Orleans. 
There was an explosion and the aircraft caught 
fire as it smtek the ground, but the 54 troops 
and crew of six on Board got clear. 

Witnesses said that a propeller broke and 
tiie under-camage came off before the crash.— 
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WAFD LEADERS’ HOLIDAY 

Genoa, July 23.—Fuad Serag ed-Din Pasha, 
secretary of the Egyptian Wafd Party and 
former Minister of the Interior, arrived here! 
to-night in the Egyptian liner Mohamed AH 
el Kebir for a holiday on the Italian Riviera.— 
Reuter. 

Geneva, July 23.—Nahas Pasha, a former 
Egyptian Prime Minister, arrived in Geneva 
by train to-day from Marseilles, accompanied 
by his wife.— Exchange. 


TROOPS’ ESCAPE IN AIR 

CRASH 

Orleans, July 23.—Four men were injured, 
one seriously, when a British four-engined 
troop-carrying aircraft bound from England 
to Egypt crashed to-night near Escrenries and 
Laas, about 19 miles north-east of Orleans. 
There was an explosion and the aircraft caught 
fire as it struck the ground, but the 54 troops 
and crew of six on board got clear. 

Witnesses said that a propeller broke and 
the under-carriage came off before the crash.— 

Reuter. 
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STOCK EXCHANGE 


AN IDLE DAY 

Stock markets spent another idle day 
yesterday with the news from Egypt pro¬ 
viding an additional restraint to business 
in the afternoon. Gilt-edged securities and 
leading industrial shares were reasonably 
firm during the morning but they reacted 
later and closed on a dull note. The num¬ 
ber of marks recorded was 5,164, com¬ 
pared with 5;317 on Tuesday and 7,224 
on Wednesday of last week. 

In the gilt-edged market quotations at first 
advanced by 3-16 in plages in response to small 
investment buying. They began to slip back 
when this support dried up and by the close 
the early gains had been replaced by losses of 
up to spread fairly- widely through the list. 
Dominion and Colonial Government stocks 
were up to 4 lower where changed, though the 
new Australian issue held steady at 4 discount. 
Banking shares shared the dullness of the gilt- 
edged market. Little interest was taken in 
insurance issues. 

German Potash bonds continued to be a 
firm feature of the foreign bond market. The 
7 per cents gained $ at 99$, while the 6+ per 
cents finished 3 dearer at 93. German Govern¬ 
ment bonds declined steadily until near the 
close, when some late support reduced the 
earlier losses to 1$ or less. Japanese issues 
were mainly steady throughout the day with 
the exception of.the 5 per cents of 1907, which 
fell 2 to 126$ on some switching into other 
stocks. Renewed hopes of an early peace in 
Korea induced inquiries for Chinese stocks, 
which rose by up to 2. Peru Corporation 
Debentures advanced a further $ to 58$, but 
the national 6 per cents declined by a similar 
amount to'56$. Greek bonds were firmer. 
Among oversea railways, Antofagasta, United- 
of Havana ’06 Debentures, and Manila “ A ” 
all lost ground. 

. After looking a little firmer at the opening, 
industrial shares fell back in the afternoon, 
though at the close the dullish tendency was 


Business dealings on page 11 

not fully reflected by all sections of the market. 
Courtaulds, British Celanese, Tate and Lyle, 
Distillers, and Woolworths all recorded small 
net losses, while Marks and Spencer “A” 
declined 9d. to 39s. 3d. for the old 
shares. Hudson’s Bay shed 3-16 at 10$.| 
Imperial Tobacco at first advanced to 83s. 6d.| 
in response to the proposed issue of fully paid 
Ordinary shares and then reacted to close 7-id.! 
cheaper on the day at 82s. 6d. Among textiles 
Patons and Baldwins lost Is. at 48s. 6d., Lan¬ 
cashire Cotton 6d. at 36s. 9d„ and Bradford 
Dyers 4$d. at 22s. 9d. Few changes of note 
occurred in the electrical equipment and motor 
sections, but among shipping issues Orient 
Steam moved up another Is. to 47s. 6d. on 
further consideration of the proposed capi¬ 
talization of reserves. Whiteley continued to 
make headway in the stores group, gaining 
Is. 9d. at 25s. 6d., and Debenhams rose 4$d. 
to 12s. J04d. on the offer for the shares of 
Scottish Drapery. Collieries were firmer, Wra. 
Cory moving up 6d. to 78s. in recognition of 
the company’s good results, and Carlton Main 

f aining 7$d. at 26s. I0$d, Bolsover put on 
d. at 62s. 6d. Among breweries. Bass gained 
6d. at 121s. 6d. and Guinness 3d. at 61s. 6d. 

In the oil market prices of the leading shares 
held firm for most of the day with the excep¬ 
tion of Anglo-Iranian, which lost 3-32 at 
5 13-16 on The Hague Court ruling. Aj 
demand for the Canadian Eagle issues found 
the market short of stock, and at the close 
both issues had put on Is. 9d. to 36s. 3d. for 
the bearer and 34s. 3d. for the registered. 
Shell gained 1-32 at 4, and Royal Dutch 
advanced $ to 34$. By contrast, Anglo- 
Egyptian were marked down 1-16 to 3$ follow¬ 
ing the news from Cairo. Rubber shares were 
mostly slightly higher where changed. 

In very idle conditions South African gold- 
mining shares slipped back to close with wide¬ 
spread small losses. Copper shares, on the 
other hand, attracted scattered support, 
Nchanga gaining $ at 7$, Rhodesian Anglo- 
American 6d. at 55s. 6d., and Messina 3-32 at 
4 7-32. Tins moved slightly irregularly: 
Bangrin fell 3d. to 7s. 10$d. on the cut in die 
dividend. Among diamond issues De Beers 
Deferred declined Is. to 61s. 9d. 
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EGYPTIAN CABINET FORMED 
OF INDEPENDENTS 


ALY MAHER PASHA’S FIRST STEP 

Aly Maher Pasha has formed a Cabinet in Egypt consisting 
largely of Independents. 

Major-General Neguib Mohammed, the leader of Wednesday’s 
military coup, has been confirmed in the post of Commander-in-Chief 
which he had assumed. 


ATTITUDE TO THE 
PARTIES 

TALKS WITH LEADERS 

From Our Own Correspondent 
ALEXANDRIA, July 24 

Aly Maher Pasha formed a Cabinet this 
afternoon to succeed that of Hilaly Pasha, 
which fell yesterday as a result of the 
action by the Egyptian Army. After a 
long conference with King Farouk and 
Hafifi Pasha, Chief of the Royal Cabinet, 
he let it be known that Major-General 
Neguib Mohammed, the leader of the 
military movement, had been appointed 
Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces. 
General Neguib Mohammed succeeds 
Haidar Pasha, whose removal from the 
post of Commander-in-Chief was one of 
the aims of the military movement. 

The new Cabinet does not call for much 
comment Aly Maher Pasha keeps the 
portfolios of Foreign Affairs, the Interior, 
War, and Marine in his own hands, and 
for the other posts relies mainly on the 
Independents who served the short-lived 
Government he headed earlier this year. 

ROUSING RECEPTION 

The list of Ministers includes: 

Finance, Abdul Gelil el Emary Bey; 

Communications, Zohair Gaarana Bey; 

Supplies, Ibrahim Abdal Wahad Bey; 

Justice, Mohammed Rushdi Bey; 

Education, Saad Labbane Bey; 

Wakfs (Religious Foundations), Fuad 
Cherin Bey; 

Municipal and Rural Affairs, Abdul Aziz 
Abdullah Salaan Bey; 

Health, Ibrahim Shawkry Pasha. 

The most distinguished figures are 
Abdul Gelil el Emary Bey, who made a 
great name in the Government service as 
a financial administrator, and Shawkry 
Pasha, an eminent Cairo doctor. It is 
intended that the Ministers should go to 
the Montaza Palace this evening to take 
the oath of allegiance. 

The new Prime Minister, who is popular 
with the crowd, was given a rousing re¬ 
ception at Sidi Gabr station, where he 
left the train which brought him from 
Cairo. He drove with a military escort to 
the San Stefano Hotel, where he talked 
with such leading party politicians as have 
not fled abroad from the Egyptian sum¬ 
mer. Those received were Salah ed-Din 
Pasha, who was Minister of Foreign 
Affairs in the Wafd Government, 
Ibrahim Farag Pasha, another Wafdist 
ex-Minister, Zakki Oraby Bey, former 
president of the Senate, and Abdul Hadi 
Pasha, leader of the Saadist Party. His 
purpose was doubtless to explain the 
situation to them and obtain the neutrality 
if not the support of their parties. 

ARMY BEHIND THEM 

Aly Maher Pasha is the choice of Major- 
General Neguib Mohammed and the officers 
supporting him, who at present have the whole 
Army and Air Force behind them. Maraghy 
Pasha, Minister of the Interior in the Hilaly 
Cabinet, went to Cairo yesterday to treat with 
them on behalf of Hilaly Pasha. In so far as 
the officers’ motive was the reform of public 
life, they and Hilaly Pasha’s Cabinet were on 
common ground, and it was Hilaly Pasha's 
intention to meet any of -their professional 
demands which he regarded as reasonable. It 
is not known precisely what these were, but, 

E from the officers’ dissatisfaction with 
ar Pasha as Commander-in-Chief, they 
probably regarded the Army budget as made- 
quate and wished for the reopening of the arms 
and munitions factories which were closed 
under previous Governments. General Neguib 
Mohammed's proclamations over the wireless 
implied discontent with the provision made for 
the Army. _ 

By the time Maraghy Pasha reached Cairo, 
however. General Neguib Mohammed and his 
supporters had made contact with Aly Maher 
Pasha, and late in the afternoon King Farouk 
charged him to form, a Government. The 
only specific political aim of the Army group 
appears to be to ensure that all concerned in 
the supply of defective weapons and munitions 
to the Army during the Palestine war, whether 
civilians or military, should at last be brought 
to book. The trials still linger on. Other¬ 
wise General Neguib Mohammed and his fol¬ 
lowers stand in general for stable and clean 
government. 

FREE ELECTIONS 


law and the restoration of constitutional 
government through free elections caused 
some surprise. But that might be in line with 
the views of Aly Maher Pasha, who when 
Prime Minister last February was very con¬ 
cerned to have the support of all political 

E rties for his Government of Independents. 

it it is a policy which reduces the Govern¬ 
ment’s freedom of action to cleaning up 
Egyptian administration and public life. 

The Cairo newspaper Al Ahram, reporting 
the military action, says that a number of 
officers, mostly younger ones, had been dis¬ 
satisfied with the attitude of certain superiors 
more especially since the Palestine war and 
the court cases to which the war gave rise 
They came to the conclusion that an improve¬ 
ment in the Army depended on certain senior 
officers being set aside. Discontent was ex¬ 
pressed plainly at a meeting early in the year 
at the Officers’ Club when, instead of electing 
Osman el Mahdi Pasha or Lewa Hussein Sirry 
Pasha—both favoured in high quarters—the 
officers chose General Neguib Mobammcd as 
chairman. 

More recently officers met under the chair- 
manship of General Neguib Mohamme d and 


decided that they should themselves undertake 
a purge ’ of the Army. They expressed their 
purposes as being to purge the Army of 
elements which prevented its development and 
* ere corrupt, to restore constitutional life 
immediately as a guarantee of stability of 
power, and to purge the country of corrupt 
elements and remove traitors from the posts 
they occupied. Plans were laid at secret meet¬ 
ings, each held at a different place. 

SHOTS EXCHANGED 

i 1 Ahram goes on to say that at 3 a.m. yes¬ 
terday 3,000 soldiers and 500 officers with 
tanks and guns converged on the Heliopolis 
suburb of Cairo and marched to the head¬ 
quarters of the General Staff at Koubbeh 
Bndge-' At the headquarters were the Chief 
of the General Staff, Hussein Farid Bey, and 
other senior officers who, having heard 
rumours of the movement, were about to take 
steps to stop it. One of them, Hafiz Bakri 
Bey, was stopped while making his way to the 
office of the High Command. He surrendered 
a f ter *rymg to resist. The entrance gates to 
the General Staff headquarters were locked 
and guarded and an exchange of shots took 
place before entrance was gained by the 
advancing troops. Finally the premises were 
occupied and the officers found inside, number¬ 
ing 24, srere arrested, among them Major- 
General Aly Lewa Bey, brother of the leader 
of the military movement. 

The leaders of the movement installed them¬ 
selves in the General Staff headquarters and 
sent troops to surround the headquarters of 
the Frontier Force. Other troops were posted 
in the principal centres of Cairo and at the 
telephone building, the National Bank, and at 
Government offices. The new command made 
contact with officials of the British and Ameri¬ 
can Embassies in Cairo—the British Charge 
d Affaires and the American Ambassador were 
there—and informed them that the movement 
was purely an internal affair and that the 
Egyptian Army would not tolerate any foreign 
intervention. . 6 

Another version is that officials of the 
British Embassy were informed that any 
intervention by British military forces would 
be met with organized resistance. 

BROUGHT TO A HEAD 

It S evident from Al Ahram's report that 
the movement had been developing for some 
*“»• « was brought to a head when Hilaly 
rasha had to resign for the first time and the 
Army lost in Maraghy Pasha a War Minister 
who had its confidence. Hilaly Pasha's suc¬ 
cessor, Sirry Pasha, was unable to take steps 
that would appease the officers’ discontent. It 
was thought that they would accept the 
Labinet prroed by Hilaly Pasha on Tuesday. 
But Hilaly Pasha accepted the appointment of 
Ismail Sherm Bey as Minister of War, and 
the officers probably doubted whether this 
young man had the prestige' and standing to 
achieve the removal of their grievances. 

KING FAROUK’S 
DECISION 


ARMY’S MAJOR CLAIMS 
ACCEPTED 

Alexandria, July 24.—King Farouk to¬ 
night agreed to the major claims of the 
Army. His decision was announced in a 
communique which read: “His Majesty 
the King deigned to accept the major 
claims of the Army. Only a few minor 
matters remain to be considered at a later 
date.” 

The communique was issued by a coun¬ 
cil of Ministers shortly after the new 
Cabinet had been sworn in before the 
King. 

Aly Maher Pasha said that King Farouk 
had examined the Army's complaints and 
found that many aspects of them were justified. 
The royal approval of the claims had been 
passed to the Cabinet for action. 

Aly Maher Pasha was appointed Military 
Governor-General of Egypt by order of the 
Council of Ministers to-night. He informed 
the Press in Alexandria: “ New factors have 
been added to the general situation, and there 
can be no talk of abolishing martial law at 
present.” His Government would move back 
to Cairo very soon, and itS summer seat at 
Alexandria would be closed down for the 
season.— Reuter. 

BRITISH AMBASSADOR’S 
. RETURN 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Mr. Eden, who is still at his home at 
Binderton in Sussex recovering from 
jaundice, has been keeping in close touch 
with developments in Egypt The Foreign 
Office announced yesterday that Sir 
Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambassador, 
who is on holiday in France, is being 
recalled to this country for discussions. 
He is due to arrive to-day. 

MAHDI PASHA POSTPONES 
VISIT 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, July 24 

In view of yesterday’s events in Egypt 
Mahdi Pasha has postponed his visit to 
Egypt indefinitely. His delegates there are 
returning as soon as possible. 

ORDER TO EGYPTIAN 
FRIGATE 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

LISBON, July 24 

The Egyptian frigate Damiat, which was 
due to leave for Toulon on Saturday after 
several days’ visit to Lisbon, received orders 
from the Egyptian Government to sail imme¬ 
diately for Alexandria in view of the abnormal 
situation in Egypt . 
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MORE ARRESTS IN 
CAIRO 


RESIGNATIONS FROM 
ROYAL STAFF 


GEN. NEGUIB VISITS 
MAIIER PASHA 

From Our Own Correspondent 
ALEXANDRIA, July 25 

Lieutenant-General Neguib Mohammed 
came to Alexandria, the summer capital, 
to-day, and after visiting troops at 
Mustapha Barracks went to the Govern¬ 
ment offices at Bulkeley to meet Aly Maher 
Pasha, the Prime Minister. Earlier a 
royal rescript had been issued nominating 
the leader of the military movement as 
commander-in-chief of the armed forces, 
with the rank of Ferik, the equivalent of 
lieutenant-general. 

Troops made their appearance in Alexandria 
to-day for the first time since the military 
movement started. A detachment was 
stationed in one of the main squares of the 
city and guards were posted at a few public 
buildings and foreign consulates. The 
Cqmmander-jn-Chief, after his talk with the 
Prime Minister, drove through the city in an 
open car with a military escort. He was given 
a cordial reception by the public. His talks 
with Aly Maher Pasha are assumed to have 
related to some of the Army's demands which 
Aly Maher is said to have left unsettled after 
his interview with King Farouk yesterday. 

“BANEFUL INFLUENCE” 

General Negulb’s remarks yesterday on 
"parasites" whose influence on public life 
had been baneful were recalled to-day by the 
news that King Farouk had accepted the 
resignation of the following members of his 
staff and entourage: Brigadier Mohamed 
Hilmy Hussain Bey, of the royal bodyguard; 
Air Commodore Hassan Akaf Bey, an aide- 
de-camp and well known airman; Colonel 
Yussef Rashad Bey, one of the King’s 
physicians, Antoine Polli Bey, Master of 
Works for the royal palaces; and Elias 
Andraos Pasha, economic adviser to the royal 
estates. It was made known that Andraos 
Pasha had resigned also from the board of 
directors of thq Suez Canal Company. 

The arrest in Cairo of a number of officers 
in the security service and police was 
announced to the people of the Nile Valley in 
a broadcast by the general headquarters of 
the armed forces this morning. The bulletin 
said: “ After calm and security had, by the 
grace of God, been established in the capital, 
we learned from a very reliable source that 
certain officers of the political bureau and the 
special bureau of the Ministry of the- Interior 
were plotting against the public security which 
it is our duty to maintain in cooperation with 
the police. 

“ We have been compelled by this to arrest 
the following officers: Lewa [Major-General] 
Abdel Monsef Mahmoud Pasha, Under-Secre¬ 
tary of State; Lewa Ahmed Talaat Bey, com¬ 
mandant of the Cairo police; Lewa Mohamed 
Imam Ibrahim Bey, director of the political 
bureau in the Ministry of the Interior; Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Tewfik el-Said and Mohamed 
el-Gazar, of the political bureau." 


APPEAL TO OFFICERS 

Like the Army officers arrested earlier, the 
bulletin added, these officers had been placed 
in custody “ to guarantee the security of our 
movement. We appeal to our brother officers 
of the police to continue their cooperation, 
with a view to maintaining security in the 
interest of the fatherland.” 

It is reported that Major-General Hussein 
Sirry Amer, commandant of frontier forces 
has been arrested at Solium and escorted to 
Cairo. Opposition by officers under the 
leadership of General Neguib to the King's 
desire that Hussein Sirry Amer—whose name 
was mentioned in connexion with the Palestine 
arms scandal—should become chairman of 
the officers' club was the beginning of the 
present military movement. 

Mr. Michael Cresweil, the British Ministet 
who is in charge of the Embassy during the 
absence of Sir Ralph Stevenson, called on 
Maher Pasha at the Presidency in Alexandria 
to-day. Their conversation lasted an hour. 
Newspapers quote a Cairo spokesman of the 
British Embassy as saying that the United 
Kingdom has not intervened in the internal 
affairs of Egypt and does not intend to unless 
the lives and property of British residents 
are endangered. 

Diplomatic and political circles here are 
cautious in comments on the new develop¬ 
ments in Egypt. Nothing comparable has 
happened here since 1882. There is a general 
feeling that it is too soon to offer an opinion. 
Political leaders who know the new Com 
mander-in-Chief hold him in the highest 
respect for character, ability, and attainments 
which go beyond his own profession. Less 
is known about his closest colleagues. 

AIMS OF MOVEMENT 

The emphasis in Army proclamations on 
restoring constitutional government obviously 
relates in the first place to limiting the power 
of the court, and may or may not imply that 
elections will be held immediately or—as has 
been rumoured—the dissolved Parliament 
brought to life again. Maher Pasha has said 
that because of new developments martial law 

will have to bo retained. Military censors 
have been placed in newspaper offices, owing 
to what is described as misrepresentation by 
some newspapers of the aims of the military 
movement. 

“Our sole aim,” said the Commander-in- 
Chief, in a broadcast last night, “ is to under¬ 
take reforms and conduct a purge in the Army, 
clean up the public services, and raise again 
the standard of the constitution." Maher 
Pasha, when asked to comment, said that he 
had not heard the broadcast, but there was 
perfect understanding between the Army and 
the Cabinet. 

The Prime Minister has ordered that the 
Government shall move back to Cairo on 
Monday. This caused some consternation 
among diplomatists and Government officials, 
who had arranged to stay in Alexandria for 
the summer. Maher Pasha has also deprived 
Ministers of the right to use motor-cars at the 
public expense;_ 
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SIR RALPH STEVENSON 
SEES MR. EDEN 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

. Sir Ralph. Stevenson, the British Ambas¬ 
sador to Egypt, who has been summoned to 
London, in connexion with events in Egypt, 
from his holiday in France, yesterday after¬ 
noon saw Mr. Eden at the Foreign Secretary’s 
, house in the country. The Ambassador was 
j at the Foreign Office in the morning and saw, 
| among other people, Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, the 
Minister of State. . Sir Ralph Stevenson will 
probably be returning to Egypt within the next 
few days, though this point has not yet been 
decided definitely; he will in any case be 
available for consultation here during. the 
week-end. 


GEN. ROBERTSON LEAVES 
FOR CANAL ZONE 

General Sir Brian Robertson, Commander- 
In-Chief Middle East Land Forces, left Nor- 
tholt in an R.A.F. aircraft yesterday for Malta, 
on his way to his headquarters at Fayid, in 

the Stiez Canal zone. 


1 


Sir Ralph Stevenson Sees Mr. Eden. 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Saturday, Jul 26, 1952; pg. 4; Issue 52374. 

Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS68505338 


2 



KING FAROUK’S ABDICATION 
AND DEPARTURE 


NEW STEPS BY GENERAL NEGUIB TO 
END CORRUPTION 

King Farouk has abdicated in favour of his infant son, and has 
left the country, in compliance with demands made by General 
Neguib, leader of last Wednesday’s military coup. 

The Council of Ministers has assumed the royal prerogatives, 
pending the approval by Parliament of a council of regency. 

Meanwhile it is learnt that trials arising from the Palestine arms 
scandal are to be transferred to military courts, and cases shelved 
under the old regime will be reopened. 


ARMY COURTS FOR 
ARMS TRIALS 

SHELVED CASES TO 
BE REOPENED 
From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, July 27 

King Farouk abdicated yesterday inj 
favour of his son. With Queen Narriman.j 
their infant King Ahmed Fuad II, and his, 
three daughters, he left Egypt in die royal! 
yacht Mahroussa. His chequered reign,! 
brought to an end by General Neguib 
Bey's military movement, had lasted 16, 
years and three months. 

The Army's demands that King 
Farouk abdicate and leave the country 
were conveyed to him by Aly Maher, 
Pasha, the Prime Minister, after the Ras 
el Tin Palace at Alexandria had been 
surrounded by troops. Diplomatic circles 
were taken aback, for it had been thought 
that King Farouk had acceded to all the 
Army]s original demands. But clearly 
the military leaders had been encouraged 
to lengthen their stride by the gr—• 

volume of public support received for .... 
movement against the palace from all! 
parts of the country. 

“STEP BY STEP” 

There is evidently more to come. “ We 
are achieving progress step by step,'' 
declared Neguib Bey. “What we have 
so far achieved is only to be regarded a; 
preliminary," said one of his staff officers. 
“ We have long, hard work still ahead." 
What this portends in political and con 
stitutional changes for Egypt remains te 
be seen. The military leaders discourage 
pretensions by any political party to adopt 
their movement. It is noted, however, 
that King Ahmed Fuad II is also King of 
the Sudan, according to the proclamauon. 
That might raise an awkward question as 
soon as it becomes necessary for foreign 
Ambassadors and Ministers to present a 

Neguib Bey has reverted to the rank , 
Major-General from that of Lieutenant- 
General to which the King had promoted 
him on appointment as Commander-in- 
chief, and which carried with it the salary 
of a Cabinet Minister. It was against the 
principles of the movement that anyone 
riiouid profit^financially from it, Neguib 

HAIDAR PASHA’S ARREST 

Maher Pasha confirmed to-night that 
Mohamed Haidar Pasha, who was forced 
to resign his post as Commander-in-Chief I 
of the Army after the coup, had been 
aiTested in the San Stephano Hotel, 
Alexandria. It is not known on what I 
grounds, but Haidar Pasha was unpopular j 


visions of the constitution. 

Under the constitution the council of 
regency must be approved by both Houses 
of Parliament Maher Pasha told corre¬ 
spondents that King Farouk had written 
the names of the regents and placed them 
in two sealed envelopes, one for the 
archives of the Royal Cabinet the other 
to be opened by Parliament. When asked 
what Parliament would undertake the 

task, as the Chamber of Deputies had 

been dissolved in March, Maher Pasha 
said this question was still being studied. 
The procedure now being followed is idemi- 

president of the Council of Ministers, Maher 
Pasha brought King Farouk, then still a minor, 
ssumedth ^ ho ° l .' n En .8 |and - The Cabinet 
.newly elected I^riSmeml'havlng'hMrd King 


Chabry Pasha. 

Ring. Farouk have 'noMxcn o'ffician'y U dis- 

,«£*■A" SSS“S', S'XE 

! of Prince Mahomed All's' eslates; 

Abdul Rasik el San Houry, president of the 
Council of State and a former Minister; and 
Baht cd Dine Barakhai, an ex-Minister and 
former president of the Chamber of Deputies. 
WANING POPULARITY 
The Egyptian people in general heard of 
King Farouk’s departure without much sur- 
prise, and apparently with no regret. The 
High Command reminded the public last night 
that demonstrations were forbidden, and that 
anyone disturbing public or J - ,J ' - ’ • 


— _te Army, where ... „„ 
the principal instrument of King Farouk's 
policy. Haidar Pasha was War Minister 
during the Palestine war and, although it is) 
generally considered he had no part in the 1 
arms scandals, many thought he was 
negligent and too ready to excuse those 
seriously suspected. Maher Pasha an¬ 
nounced that of the 298 people arrested 
since the imposition of martial law on 
January 27 all but 34 bad been released. 

Precautions have been taken against the 
escape from the country of any persons,! 
military or civilian, suspected of corrupt 
practices. Karim Tabet Pasha, one-tir 1 
> counsellor to the King and 

"t's Government, and I 


Minister in Sirry Pasha's Governmental 
Elias Andraos Pasha, economic adviser 
the royal estates, were both prevented 
from leaving yesterday. 

The Palestine arms trials are to bo trans¬ 
ferred from civilian to military courts and 
cases shelved under the old regime will bs 
reopened. Neguib Bey has asked the State 
audit department for its reports on ex- 
penditure for the Palestine campaign, 
which, it is understood, have shown 
irregularities. 

APPEAL FOR CALM 

One exciting bulletin followed another! 
m last night's broadcasts. At 6 p.m. the 
following order by. General Neguib Bey, 
Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces, | 

To the Egyptian people: My fellow country¬ 
men. To complete the work which your 
valiant Army has undertaken for your cause 
1 have met to-day Aly Maher Pasha, the 
Egyptian Prune Minister, and handed him a 
petition directed to his Majesty Farouk I, 
containing two demands from the people- 
first, to abdicate in favour of his Highness the 
Crown Prince before noon to-day; and second. 



anquiliity. 1 am quite aware that 
overjoyed, and therefore appeal: 
nt and perfect tranquillity,'to \ 
cessful condusion. W™'re confident 


“WISH OF THE PEOPLE 
Later came a royal rescript in which 
King Farouk complied with the Army's 



Soon after 10 o'clock the Council of 
Ministers announced:— 

At a time when King Farouk has abdicat 
and has left Egyptian territory, the Council 
Ministers proclaims his Majesty Ahmed Fu 
It King of Egypt and the Sudan, and beseech 

?u e rinf»^^ 

happiness to which it is looking forward. 

Then came a reference to the establish-, 
ment of a council of regency: — 

, A flc r King Ahmed Fuad has been | 
claimed King of Egypt and the Sudan 
Council of Ministers announces that as fi 

to-day it has assumed under its own respo_ 

hiiity the King’s constitutional prerogatives, inj 




himself 'profiled r 'by Ihe^contnSs"witicSl 
the Army with defective weapons 

--r-ir the Palestine war. but he! 

'■ nri'WC-: .-i-.cuv r.\ 

Army officers who did profit, 
pe.s recall to-day cases against 
of the King s staff were shelved 
asons being given. Officers who 
— to have been involved to ibej 

Wafd tjovemment helped King Farouk 
concerning the arms scandal but through it 
they obtained power over him. The King had 
•- --/ail until the day Cairo was burning before! 
could get rid of the Government which! 
leading Egypt into chaos. 
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SCENE AT QUAYSIDE 

GENERAL’S FAREWELL 
SALUTE 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

ALEXANDRIA, July 27 
The last scene of the abdication drama 
took place yesterday evening at Alex¬ 
andria on board the royal yacht 
Mahroussa as King Farouk watAd fare¬ 
well while the yacht sailed for an unknown 
destination, believed to be Genoa. 

At 5 p.m. Maher Pasha left his offices at! 
Bulkeley for Ras el Tin Palace to take part! 
in the final act of the drama of the royal: 
departure. Soon afterwards he was followed 
by Mr. Jefferson Caffery, the American 
corpsTrf the palace wcrcCcdond'lsrnaii'chen'n 
Bey, husband of Princess Fawzia, and 
Mohamed Aly Raouf, husband of Princess 
Faiza. Then General Neguib arrived by the 

-jstese.wjje. 
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* King Farouk 




s. Afterwards he shook hands again with 
— —ieer who was responsible for the action 
leading to the abdication. The General gave 

Mouming to the upper dwkTing Farouk; 


lis side, ga 




m transferring 4Ctorunks and ca 
'hen the gangway of the Mahroussa 1 

/.> p.m. the yacht sailed out of the harbi 

SJrtiMK'US sss-iffi 
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To-day Mr. Cresswell, the British Minisi 
StocuK the"general' t'* ii° Maher p asha 
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NATIONAL AIMS 
OF EGYPT 

CLAIMS LIKELY TO 
BE MAINTAINED 


POSITION OF SUDAN 


From Our Diplomatic Correspondent 

The enforced abdication of King 
Farouk, though it came as something of 
a surprise in London, is regarded as a 
logical outcome of General Mohammed 
Neguib’s coup d’Etat. The drive against 
corruption in high places, having already 
been taken as far as the palace, with the 
removal from office of a number of the 
King’s close associates, seemed likely to 
be taken higher still; and the Sovereign’s 
personal position was almost certain to be 
affected by the accession to power of a 
military junta . 

On Saturday morning it seemed possible 
that King Farouk would retain his throne, 
though with drastically reduced ,personal 
powers; he had already bowed to General 
Neguib’s will in “ deigning to accept the major 
claims of the Army,” as a communique issued 
on Thursday put it, and the resignation on 
Friday of the discredited members of his staff 
seemed to imply that the King himself would 
not be removed from office. A possible 
explanation of what would appear to be a 
change of plan on the part of the Army leaders 
is that King Farouk had made it clear, during 
the past two days, that he would not com¬ 
promise where his own powers were concerned. 

The only official British reaction so faT 
has been the movement of some warships to 
the eastern Mediterranean and an alert to the 
Suez Canal garrison. These moves are purely 
precautionary. 


CANAL ZONE CLAIMS 

It is unlikely that the abdication will lead 
to any immediate moderation of the Egyptian 
“ national aspirations,” which form so un¬ 
happy a basis for Anglo-Egyptian relations. 
Among General Neguib’s supporters there are 
probably many younger officers who would 
like to have seen the Egyptian Army inter¬ 
vene during the troubles in the canal zone, 
and who consider the demand for evacuation 
to be just and patriotic. 

The proclamation of the accession 
to the throne of the infant King Ahmed 
Fuad II inevitably described him as “King 
of Egypt and of the Sudan ”; no Egyptian 
leader could afford to discard lightly one of 
the major claims of Egyptian foreign policy, 
even if he wished to do so. The accession 
is, however, likely to bring the Sudanese dis¬ 
pute into a wider field of international rela¬ 
tions, for every diplomatic representative in 
Cairo must now present new credentials, thus 
making plain his. country’s attitude to the 
problem. For the moment both General 
Neguib and Aly Maher Pasha, the Prime 
Minister, will no doubt be chiefly concerned 
with domestic affairs. 

Indeed, as the continued presence of King 
Farouk with undiminished powers was incom- 
patible with the new status of General Neguib, 
so Maher Pasha’s situation may be made diffi¬ 
cult by the existence of a parallel military 
authority. For this reason it may be expected 
that the Prime Minister will try to broaden 
the political composition of his Cabinet (in 
which, like Sirry Pasha, he himself holds the 
portfolios of Foreign Affairs and War and 
Marine). 


MAHER PASHA’S TALKS 

Among the political leaders whom he saw 
y^ay was Salah ed-Din Pasha, the former 
Wafd Foreign Minister. Two other Wafd 
; leaders, Nahas Pasha and Serag ed-Din Pasha 
Europ? Cled t0 mUrn 10 Egypt t0 ' ni 8ht from 

In London the Foreign Office has been in 
i constant contact with the American Embassy 
1 m connexion with the Egyptian crisis. Mr. 
Cattery, the United States Ambassador to 
Egypt, has been in the centre of diplomatic 
activity there since the coup, and he was 
present at the quayside on Saturday when King 
Farouk left. & 
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EFFECT ON PROBLEM 
OF THE SUDAN 


WASHINGTON CAUTION 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 


WASHINGTON, July 27 

Officials at the State Department are 
studying reports submitted by Mr. Jeffer¬ 
son Caffery, American Ambassador to 
Egypt, on the abdication of King Farouk 
and on the course that events may take, 
particularly in relation to the dispute 
between Britain and Egypt over the Sudan. 

On the basis of these preliminary reports 
officials are cautious. Last night’s proclama¬ 
tion of Kmg Ahmed Fuad II as King of Egypt 
and the Sudan has shown that there can be 
no immediate or easy solution to this pro¬ 
blem, as some had thought there might be 
before the proclamation was made. The State 
Department points out that the question of 
recognition presumably will not arise if the 
King has abdicated legally and transferred 
his authority to his son, but this matter is under 
studk by the department’s legal advisers. 

The principal concern in Washington is 
whether the new regime will be able to assume 
full control within the next day or so, while 
avoiding serious clashes. Mr. Ca fiery, the 
State Department said, had received assurances 
from Maher Pasha that law and order would 
be maintained, and that foreign lives and pro¬ 
perty would be protected. These assurances 
had been given after the Ambassador had 
made it clear that the United States was watch¬ 
ing events closely and expected order to be 
fully maintained. 


One comparatively optimistic note sounded 
by American officials—many of whom have 
pointed out that in several respects King 
Farouk had been a moderating influence— 
was that the new Army leaders might at least 
be more interested than their predecessors in 
the proposed Middle East defence command. 

Mr. Caffery conferred with King Farouk 
before he left Alexandria, but the question 
of asylum in the United States does not appear 
to have been discussed. While the United 
States would have no objection to King 
Farouk coming to this country, it is more 
likely, in the opinion of officials here, that 
he would for the moment prefer to remain 
in Europe. _ 
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Egypt 

With King Farouk's abdication and his 
departure from Egypt in company with 
the newly proclaimed infant King Fuad 
II, Queen Narriman, and the three young 
Princesses, the revolution which began 
in the early hours of Wednesday morning 
has attained the most essential of its objec¬ 
tives. General Mahommed Neguib and 
his supporters had made up their minds 
that the country could never be well 
governed so long as King Farouk was on 
the throne. The King wished to rule as 
well as reign, and his frequently decisive 
interventions in national affairs proved 
fatal to the proper working of parlia¬ 
mentary institutions. Even these interven¬ 
tions might not have been disliked so 
much if they had been thought to be based 
on his own judgment—however mis¬ 
taken—of the interests of the country; 
but a suspicion grew up, which lately 
became certainty, that many of the King's, 
actions were inspired by favourites who’ 
desired only to enrich themselves without 
regard to the consequences, both to the 
efficiency of the administration and to the, 
standards of public life. i 

It is significant that in the first procla-! 
mation which explained their purpose, 
General Neguib and the organizers of the, 
I coup d'Etat affirmed their loyalty to the! 
j country and to the constitution, but 
i deliberately omitted to pay even lip-service* 
*to the King. The dynasty founded by! 
t Mahommed Ali holds its own place in the! 
j history of Egyptian nationalism, and the 
j country as a whole is firmly attached toj 
the institutions of monarchy; yet not a 
finger was raised in defence of King! 
; Farouk when the royal palaces were occu- 
i pied by forces under the command of the 
i military junta and he found himself com¬ 
pelled to abdicate in favour of the infanti 
Prince and to promise to leave in a matterj 
of hours the country which he had ruled 
for sixteen years. The smooth efficiency! 
which left nothing to chance in organizing 
this dramatic climax no doubt deterred 
anyone who might have felt inclined to 
resist. The King was first obliged to dis¬ 
miss the Prime Minister, with whom 
General Neguib felt he could not work ; 
he was obliged to appoint General 
Neguib as commander-in-chief of all the 
armed forces; he was obliged to appoint 
the Prime Minister whom the new com¬ 
mander-in-chief selected. Then the royal 
household was firmly purged, partly by 
arrest and partly by resignation, of every 
official to whom the King might be 
expected to turn for advice in his extrem¬ 
ity, Only when the stage had thus been 
set for the final scene were the palaces sur¬ 
rounded by troops and the ultimatum 
delivered, not indeed by the military junta, 
but by their Prime Minister, Aly Maher 
Pasha. Along with King Farouk a com¬ 
plete sweep has been made of all his un¬ 
worthy favourites, in the palace, in the 
armed forces, and in the police, who to¬ 
gether made up the selfish and corrupt 
system of rule against which Egyptian 
opinion has now revolted. 

So far, constitutionai precedents are 
being carefully followed. The powers of 
the infant King will be exercised by the 
Council of Ministers, over which Aly 
Maher Pasha will preside as he did in 
the early days of King Farouk's own 
minority, until Parliament—probably 
newly elected—can set up a Regency 
Council in the correct form. Everything 
must depend, however, on the view that 
General Neguib takes of his responsi¬ 
bilities, for there is no force in Egypt to 
challenge his will. However salutary his 
action thus far may be from the stand¬ 
point of the country’s interests—and he is 
believed to be disinterested as well as 
patriotic—he will need to exercise almost 
superhuman restraint if he is to avoid sub¬ 
jecting Egypt to a military dictatorship, 
however discreetly it may be veiled under 
constitutional forms. 
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WAFD LEADER’S 
RETURN 

NAHAS PASHA SEES 
GEN. NEGCIB 


TRIBUTE TO THE ARMY 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, July 28 

Aly Maher Pasha, the Prime Minister, 
returned to Cairo from Alexandria to-day, 
and as one of the chief actors in the 
abdication drama was given a rousing 
welcome by large crowds which had 
gathered at the railway station and in the 
streets leading to the Government offices. 

There was to have been a Cabinet meeting 
to-night, but this was cancelled. It was made 
known that Maher Pasha was suffering from 
strain as a result of his activities during the 
gast few days, and had decided to stay at 

. A military spokesman confirmed this even- 
ing that Haidar Pasha, the former Commander- 
m-Chief, had been placed under house arrest. 
Edgar Gallad, proprietor of the royaBst news¬ 
papers Al Zaman and Journal d'Egyple. is 
also under house arrest, and the Journal 
d’Egypte did not appear this morning. 

SOURCE OF POWER 
, Now the abdication is a fact, and the ques¬ 
tion is, what next? Although Neguib Bey 
insists that there is to be a clear-cut division 
between the roles of civilians and the military 
“! Egyptian public life, the Army is now 
obviously the source of political power. 
Nahas Pasha, the Wafd leader, having 
hastened back from Europe, went from the 
airport to visit the Commandcr-in-Chief after 
midnight, and rendered homage to the Army’s 
action. Serag ed-Din Pasha, secretary-general 
of the Wafd, who accompanied him, was 
evidently not received. 

To reporters Nahas Pasha stated - that as 
Prime Minister he had shown indulgence to 


Leaders of the Saadist, Liberal, Nationalist, 
and Kotla parties make a better showing. 
They publish to-day the text of a petition 
sent by , them to King Farouk in October, 
1950, asking him to remove from among his 
advisers persons who had misconducted affairs 
and some of whom were strongly suspected 
of being mvolved in the Palestine arms scandal. 

Hodeiby Bey, supreme guide of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, who has not concealed that the 
corrupt palace has been the obstacle to 
re-entry .of the Brotherhood into political life, 
has supported the military movement and has 
called on all Muslim Brothers to be ready to 
respond to the country’s call. 

General headquarters has announced the 
release of the brothers Aly and Mustapha 
Amin, editor-proprietors of Akhbar el Guedid 
and other newspapers, who were detained 
three days ago on suspiciomof being in contact 
with individuals hostile to the military move¬ 
ment. The brothers were received by Neguib 
Bey, who expressed to them his pleasure at 
the fact that the charges brought against them 
had been shown to Be unfounded. Antoine 
Poully, an Italian who had great influence at 
the court, is reported to have been arrested. 

Neguib Bey to-day received through the 
Syrian Minister here the congratulations of 
Colonel Sheshekly. Among other callers was 
the Sudanese Abdullah el Fadel, leader of el 
Mahdi s delegation here. Aly Maher has 
closed the Government offices at Alexandria, 
and it is expected that all embassies and lega¬ 
tions will feel it necessary to give up their 
summer by the sea. Sir Ralph Stevenson, the 


MR. EDEN ON SUDAN 
PROBLEM 

NO CHANGE IN POLICY 

WESTMINSTER, Monday 1 

Mr. Eden, the Foreign Secretary, who 
was cheered when he entered the House 
of Commons to-day, having recovered 
from his illness, said that the latest infor¬ 
mation which he had received from Egypt 
indicated that after the abdication of King 
Farouk there had been no disturbances 
and no threat to foreign lives or interests. 
. He added that the British Chargd d'Affaires 
in Alexandria had, upon his instructions, made 
it clear to Aly Maher Pasha, the Prime 
Minister^of Egypt, that the British Govem- 

affaire of Egypt, and that the movement of 
certain British forces over the week-end was 
related solely to the possible danger to British 

Mr. Eden said he would like to take this, 
opportunity to stress their interest—and, he! 
was sure, the interest of ail free nations—that 
a stable and orderly administration should! 
emerge from the present crisis. (Cheers.) 

It was only in view of the unsettled condi- : 
tions which inevitably resulted from events! 
such as had recently taken place in Egypt that 
they had thought it right to authorize certain 
movements of British forces as a precautionary 

In the existing circumstances he had also 
thought it right that her Majesty's Ambas¬ 
sador should return to his post. Sir Ralph 
Stevenson was now on his way to Cairo 
(Cheers.) 

PROCLAMATION’S TERMS 

Mr. Attlee (Walthamstow, West, Lah.), 
who said that the Opposition was glad to see 
Mr. Eden back in the House, asked whether the 
new sovereign had been proclaimed as “ King 
of Egypt and of the Sudan,” and, if that were 
correct, what action would be taken by the 
Government about that assumption. 

Mr. Eden.— 1 understand the proclamation 
has been made in the terms mentioned. Of 
course, that has been the consistent claim of 
Egypt, as we all. know, for some considerable 
time. Equally it can in no way change the 
attitude of her Majesty’s Government or the 
policy they have pursued and will continue to 
pursue ln respect of the Sudan. (Cheets.) 

Mr. Driberg (Maldon, Lab.).—Will' it be 
necessary for new credentials to be presented 
and. if so, will they be presented bv the British 
Ambassador m a form which will not cause 
concern in Khartoum ? 

Mr. Eden.—T hat is a point which has 
already occurred to us. I do not think 1 
would do much good by commenting upon it 
at the present time, except to repeat that our 
position in respect of the Sudan has not 
changed and will not change. 

Mr. Emrys Hughes (South Ayrshire. Lab) 
—Is King Farouk still an honorary General 
of the British Army ? (Laughter.) What is 
the constitutional position ? Now that he has 
more leisure on his hands, is he to be invited 
here to help with the Home Guard ? (Loud 
laughter.) 

Mr. I-den. —I would be glad to look into the 
constitutional position. I am not quite so 
familiar with it as perhaps I ought to be. since 
King Farouk was made a General of the British 
Army by the late Socialist Government. 
(Renewed laughter.) 

Lord Reading. Under-Secretary of State 
Foreign Office, made a similar statement in the 
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KING FAROUK’S YACHT 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

ROME, July 2$ 

A spokesman of the Italian Foreign Ministry 
declared to-night that it is now virtually cer¬ 
tain that King Farouk and his family will 
reach Naples in their yacht to-morrow morn¬ 
ing and that they will later proceed to Capri 
“ for a short stay.” 

The yacht was sighted early this evening in 
the Straits of Messina. An unconfirmed re¬ 
port says that two Italian destroyers will meet 
the vessel off Naples 

SATISFACTION IN SUDAN 

FROM OUR. CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, July 28 

Practically all the Sudanese political parties 
express satisfaction with the , latest events in 
Egypt. Congratulatory telegrams have been 
sent to General Neguib and Maher Pasha from 
political leaders and many private individuals. 
Ismai] el Azhari, in a telephone message, 
promises the support of his Ashigga faction, 
but the Nur ed din group have not made up 
their minds. Abdulla Bey Khalil; secretary- 
general of the Uinma Party said he 
thought the coup would make for .. better 
understanding and' closer relations between 
Egypt and the Sudan. 
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METEOR SQUADRON BACK 
IN CANAL ZONE 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

» 

NICOSIA, July 28 

. The 800 officers, other ranks/ and famil ies 
who are at present in the two leave tamps in 
Cyprus have not been affected by the develop¬ 
ments in Egypt. Leave is unlikely to be can¬ 
celled unless some emergency arises. The 
Meteor jet squadron which came to Nicosia 
from the Canal Zone for exercises has returned 
to the zone, but no other R.A.F. movements 
are reported. The Surprise, with Admiral 
Lord Mountbatten and Lady Mountbatten on 
board, left Famagusta this afternoon. The 
cruiser Cleopatra and the destroyer Chivalrous 
have arrived at Laraaca on an operational 
visit from Istanbul. 
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PERMISSION FOR STAY 
IN ITALY 


ARRIVAL AT NAPLES 
From Our Own Correspondent 
ROME, July 29 

King Farouk and Queen Narriman 
arrived at Naples this afternoon on board 
the royal yacht Mahroussa, which left 
Alexandria on Saturday. 

Waiting on the quay at Naples were Abdel 
Aziz Badr Bey, the Egyptian Ambassador, 
Baron Scamacca, chief of protocol to the 
President of the Italian Republic, and a 
Foreign Ministry official. 

Italian police officers went on board the 
Mahroussa during the afternoon to grant visas 
to the King’s entourage of 26 persons, for 
whom he has requested permits for a stay in 
Italy. 

Before reaching Naples, the Mahroussa 
anchored for a few hours off the Marina 
Grande at Capri, where some luggage and 
cases were transferred to the King’s personal 
yacht Feid el Bikar, which reached the island 
yesterday. 

It was announced to-night that the King had 
asked President Einaudi to allow him and his 
family to stay in Italy in a strictly private 
capacity. The request had been granted “ in 
homage to the tradition of Italian hospitality.” 
King Farouk has decided to stay at Capri for 
the first period of his exile. 

farewell to crew 

Early this afternoon the royal party left the 
Mahroussa and went on board the Linda, a 
motor-ship, which had been placed at their 
disposal by the Italian authorities. As the 
King, followed by Queen Narriman, the three 
Princesses, the infant King Fuad II in the 
arms of his nurse, and members of the 
entourage, crossed the gangway between the 
two ships, the royal flag was lowered in the 
Mahroussa, and the flag of the Egyptian Navy 
hoisted in its place. 

King Farouk then returned to the yacht to 
bid farewell to her captain, whom he embraced, 
and to members of the crew, who 
tried to kiss his hand. When the gangway 
was finally withdrawn, the crew of the 
Mahroussa lined up and cheered their former 
sovereign. 

The Linda left port immediately and 
reached Capri this evening. King Farouk went 
on board the Feid el Bikar, some of whose 
crew were in tears. The royal party afterwards 
motored to the Hotel Paradiso at Anacapri. 
It is reported that the King is negotiating for 
the purchase of a large villa on the island. 
The Mahroussa is due to leave Naples to-night 
or to-morrow morning for the return voyage to 
Alexandria. ! 


RETURN OF BRITISH 
AMBASSADOR 


FIRST MEETING WITH 
GENERAL NEGUIB 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, July 29 

Aly Maher Pasha, the Prime Minister, 

I to-day received Sir Ralph Stevenson, the 
] British Ambassador, on his return from 
the United Kingdom. The conversation 
lasted 45 minutes, and Maher Pasha 
stated afterwards that the Ambassador 
had brought a message of cordial greetings 
which did not touch on the political 
situation in Egypt. 

Later in the evening General Neguib joined 
: Maher Pasha in a meeting which lasted four 
hours. They were joined for half an hour by 
I Sir Ralph Stevenson—Iris first meeting with the 
j leader of the military movement which accom¬ 
plished the coup ci’Etat. Doubtless the 
! Ambassador, in his conversations with 
Egyptian political and military leaders, would 
I refer, as Mr. Eden did in the House of Com- 
I mons, to the interest of all free nations in 
stable and orderly government for Egypt. 

Maher Pasha is now considering how that 
can best be accomplished. Neguib Bey has 
given the impression that, having rid Egypt 
; of the incubus of the Palace, the Army is 
j retiring from the political scene in favour of 
civilians. They face an immediate quandary 
in the matter of the appointment of the 
i Council of Regents. In the event of the death 
i of a King while the heir to the throne is still 
i a minor, the Constitution provides that the 
Parliament then in being, or the Parliament 
most recently dissolved, should meet within 
| 10 days to confirm the late sovereign’s 
| nominations. 

GAP IN CONSTITUTION 

| But the Constitution makes no provision 
for an abdication. The Wafd leaders are 
| pressing for application of the provision relat¬ 
ing to the death of a King. That would restore 
the Wafd-dominated Parliament to life until 
! such time as elections were held and a new 
j Parliament came into being. 

I However, as the newspapers point out, that 
would not suit the Muslim Brotherhood, and 
various items of news suggest that this organi- 
i zation has under the new regime an influence 
i in quarters whose views Maher Pasha will wish 
to take into account. There is talk, for 
instance, of reopening the official inquiry into 
: the murder of Sheikh Kassan el Banna, leader 


of the brotherhood, in February, 1949. 
Nokrashy Pasha, the Saadist Prime Minister, 
had been assassinated by a member of the 
organization a few weeks earlier. 

Nabil Abbas Halim, president of the Royal 
Automobile Club in Cairo, announces that 
since the departure of the King he has pro¬ 
hibited gambling at the club. He had tolerated 
gambling in the past, he adds, because he had 
no choice. King Farouk was a frequent 
visitor to the dub’s tables. 


U.S. AND KING’S PLANS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

WASHINGTON, July 29 
The Egyptian Cbargd d’Affaires, Mohamed 
el Kouny, this morning called at the State 
Department to see Mr. .Byroade, Assistant 
Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs. 
Afterwards the Charg6 d’Affaires said that he 
understood from private Egyptian sources that 
King FarOuk might come to the United States 
eventually. He declined, however, to make 
any further comment on this matter. Earlier 
a State Department spokesman said that there 
was no indication here that the King was 
coming to this country. The spokesman 
added that no visa had been requested for 
him, and there was no hint that he wanted 
one. There was no objection, so far as he knew, 
to King Faxouk’s coming here if he desired. 


GEN. NEGUIB ON UNITY 
OF NILE VALLEY * 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, July 29 
The Khartoum newspaper Sawt-el-Sudan 
publishes a telephonic interview with General 
Neguib, in which he gave his views on unity 
of the Nile valley. He said the first objective 
was to get rid of the common enemy. If this 
was achieved, it did not matter whether Egypt 
and the Sudan were united or not, but ne 
thought they would be, through a free choice. 
He added that he stood for unity on the basis 
of equality. The ” common enemy ” is inter¬ 
preted as meaning the British. 


ARAB LEAGUE VIEWS 

Cairo, July 29.— Az z a m Pasha, Secretary- 
General of the Arab League, said to-day that 
ihe “orderly and constitutional manner” in 
which King Farouk was made to abdicate was 
an example of the “ political maturity and 
advancement shown by Egypt.” 

Asked about his meeting with General 
Neguib, Azzam Pasha said he wanted the 
Commander-in-Chief to know the status of 
I the Arab League as an international organi¬ 
zation in Egypt, and that it was under the 
| patronage oF the Egyptian State. 

The example of General Neguib's head¬ 
quarters in displacing King Farouk’s portrait 
with the text of the Koran is being widely 
followed. Newsvendors and hook stalls to-day 
did brisk business selling single page copies 
of the Koran.— Reuter. 


SHAH’S MOTHER TO 
LEAVE PERSIA 


“ ANTI-MOUSSADEK” 
COMPLAINT 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

TEHERAN, July 29 

It was learned to-day that the Queen 
Mother and Princess Ashraf, the Shah's 
twin sister, would leave Teheran for 
Europe to-morrow, accompanied by 
General Yazdanpanah, the new Chief of 
Staff, and Ahmad Shafigh, Princess 
Ashraf s Egyptian husband. 

Their departure from Teheran must be 
regarded as the outcome of Dr. Moussadek’s 
complaint to the Shah that the Queen Mother 
and Princess Ashraf were supporters of Qavam- 
es-Saltaneh and other anti-Moussadek poli¬ 
ticians, and his demand that they should 
leave Teheran now that public feeling against 
the court was running high. 

Although a Press report says that General 
Yazdanpanah is leaving for medical reasons, 
it is generally understood that his departure is 
due to Dr. Moussadek’s desire to extend his 
own influence in the army. 

The Majlis to-day unanimously approved 
Dr. Moussadek's new programme after the 
sole Opposition deputy had been forced to 
leave because of noisy demonstrations in the 
Press and public galleries. 

Before the vote two deputies spoke, and 
Bagher Kazemi, the deputy Prime Minister, 
promised that the Government would en¬ 
deavour to fulfil all nine points of its pro¬ 
gramme. One deputy urged the Government 
to make new arrangements for the Caspian 
fisheries, which are run by a joint Persian- 
Soviet firm whose concession expires in Sep¬ 
tember. During the short debate several 
deputies shouted anti-American slogans and 
demanded that the Government expel the 
United States military advisers who are 
attached to the Persian army. 

The Majlis also approved unanimously a 
motion calling for the confiscation of Qavam- 
es-Saltaneh’s property. The matter was 
referred to a committee. 

Two British nursing sisters from the Prin¬ 
cess Ashraf nursing school left for London 
yesterday. Negotiations are still in progress 
between Mr. Middleton and Dr. Moussadek 
on the future of five other nurses who refused 
to continue working at the school after u had 
‘ been raided by rioters last Tuesday. 
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U.S. AND KING’S PLANS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

WASHINGTON, July 29 
The Egyptian Charge d'Affaires, Mohamed 
el Kouny, this morning called at the State 
Department to see Mr. -Byroade, Assistant 
Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs. 
Afterwards the Chargd d’Affaires said that he 
understood from private Egyptian sources that 
King Farouk might come to the United States 
eventually. He declined, however, to make 
any further comment on this matter. Earlier 
a State Department spokesman said that there 
was no indication here that the King was 
coming to this country. The spokesman 
added that no visa had been requested for 
him, and there was no hint that he wanted 
one. There was no objection, so far as he knew, 
to King Farouk’s coming here if he desired. 


GEN. NEGUIB ON UNITY 
OF NILE VALLEY <• 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, July 29 
The Khartoum newspaper Sawi-el-Sudan 
publishes a telephonic interview with General 
Neguib, in which he gave his views on unity 
of the Nile valley. He said the first objective 
was to get rid of the common enemy. If this 
was achieved, it did not matter whether Egypt 
and the Sudan were united or not, but he 
thought they would be, through a free choice. 
He added that he stood for unity on the basis 
of equality. The “ common enemy ” is inter¬ 
preted as meaning the British. 


ARAB LEAGUE VIEWS 

Cairo, July 29.—Azzam Pasha, Secretary- 
General of the Arab League, said to-day that 
the “ orderly and constitutional manner ” in 
which King Farouk was made to abdicate was 
an example of the “ political maturity and 
advancement shown by Egypt.” 

Asked about his meeting with General 
Neguib, Azzam Pasha said he wanted the 
Commander-in-Chief to know the status of 
the Arab League as an international organi¬ 
zation in Egypt, and that it was under the 
patronage of the Egyptian State. 

The example of General Neguib's head¬ 
quarters in displacing King Farouk's portrait 
with the text of the Koran is being widely 
followed. Newsvendors and book stalls to-day 
did brisk business selling single page copies 
of the Koran.— Reuter. 
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GENERAL NEGLLB’S 
POLICY 


PUTTING EGYPTIAN 
HOUSE IN ORDER 


ATTITUDE TO PARTIES 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, July 30 

i General. Neguib, the Commander-in- 
; Chief of the Armed Forces, explained 
to-day to Sudanese journalists visiting 
Egypt the reasons for the Army’s coup 
eTEtat. He said that the constitution was 
being tampered with by persons who had 
no business to interfere, with the result 
that corruption became rampant in every 
field of public life. “ We felt this state of 
affairs could not go on.” Corruption had 
even extended into the Army, and there¬ 
fore it had called for armed intervention. 
“ In spite of our repeated warnings, 
matters went from bad to worse. 
Unscrupulous persons were appointed to 
important posts while persons of integrity 
were excluded from the public service. 
Dissatisfaction became universal. Only a 
small spark was needed to cause a con¬ 
flagration.” 

’ This spark. General Neguib said, had been 
provided by the younger officers. He was asked 
whether abdication had been in his mind when 
the movement started. His reply was that 
when the Army had made its first demands it 
had wished to sound out various trends. “ But 
we felt all along that it would be most unwise 
to _ cut off the snake’s tail and leave the 
poisonous head.’’ General Neguib said in 
apparent reference to the Sudan question that 
it was not in the public interest to declare their 
policy at the moment. They had decided to 
wait until they had put their own house in 
order. Asked for his views on Middle East 
defence, he replied that for the time being the 
Army did not interfere in politics, but this 
question would be dealt with in due course. 

SACRED UNITY 

To another interviewer who asked about 
the unity of the Nile Valley General Neguib 
is reported to have said: We should first 
get rid of the intruder. Once that is done, 
a sacred unity will inevitably be realized, but 
willingly, not by force.” 

• He said that the Army’s objectives were, 
apart from the proper application of the 
constitution, to raise its own standards to a 
degree commensurate with the glory of the 
Nile \ alley, to eradicate corruption from the 
Government machinery, and to ensure stability 
on a basis of a high standard of morality and 
good will. There would be no difficulty about 
cooperation with the political parties, pro- 
vided that they did not seek any private ends. 

Meanwhile the only reward the political 
parties have had for their efforts to win favour 
Army s eyes is advice from it to trust 
Aly Maher Pasha. There are signs of a grow¬ 
ing demand by public opinion that the panics, 
particularly the Wafd, should divest themselves 
ot elements which do not behave according to 
the standards set by General Neguib. Salah- 
ed-Din, the ex-Foreign Minister, whose name 
is untouched by scandal, is reported to be 
leading a campaign for a purge inside the Wafd 
leadership. 

It is expected that Aly Maher Pasha will find 
a legal way of bringing a Council of Regency 
‘J, t0 being chat avoids summoning the old 
Wafd-dominated Parliament and thus giving 
the Wafd an opportunity to modify the com¬ 
position of the council to its particular 
advantage. 

EXIT VISAS REQUIRED 

The news that an exit visa will now be 
required by anyone leaving Egypt, whether 
Egyptian or foreign, has been read with little 
satisfaction. Applications have to be sub¬ 
mitted to the Ministry of the Interior and 
approved by the military authorities. Unless 
the Egyptian bureaucracy works with excep¬ 
tional efficiency—of which there were no signs 
this morning —many air and sea passages are 
going to be missed, The object of the regula- 
i tion is to prevent foreign exchange allowances 
already granted to intending travellers in 

prodigal amounts from being spent abroad. 
It is stated, that last year foreign travel by 
Egyptians cost the country £E70m. From now 
on permission to travel will be given only for 
reasons of extreme necessity, for education, or 
for medical treatment. 

NO MORE FASH AS 


TITLE ABOLISHED BY NEW 
GOVERNMENT 

Cak°. July 30.—Aly Maher to-day received 
bir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambassador 
and later called a Cabinet meeting. The meet¬ 
ing with the Ambassador was at the Prime 
Minister s request. 

After the Cabinet meeting Aly Maher an¬ 
nounced the abolition of the titles of Pasha and 
Bey, which were formerly conferred by the 
King. 

The Prime Minister has released all political 
prisoners charged with crimes of iise-majeste. 
Under King Farouk scores of Egyptians were 
thrown into gaol for remarks considered 
derogatory to him. 

Mohamcd Azmi, the general prosecutor who 
investigated the scandal over Egyptian arms 
during the Palestine war and was removed by 
the Wafd Government, was reinstated to-night 
by the Maher Cabinet. A spokesman said that 
he would be in charge of the arms case when 
it was reopened. 

Colonel Mohamed Rashad Mohanna was 
sworn in to-night as Minister of Communi¬ 
cations. He is. the first serving officer toi 
become a Minister in the new Government. 
Earlier m the day General Neguib appointed 
Colonel Mohanna Director of the Royal 
Military College. He will hold both posts 
concurrently.— Reuter. 
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FIRST REFUGEES FROM 

EGYPT 


ARRIVAL AT NAPLES 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

ROME, July 30 

King Farouk and Queen Narrimar 
remained this morning in the hotel a: 
Anacapri, where they have decided to spenc 

the first days of their enforced exile, togethei 
with their entourage. 

The first refugees to reach Italy from Egypt 
after the change of regime there arrived at 
Naples to-day in the motor-ship Enotria, which 
had sailed from Alexandria. They included 
Prince Soiiman, a cousin of King Farouk, and 
his wife; Colonel Mohamed Kamel, formei 
chief of police at Port Said *, Hussein Pasha 
Ibrahim Pasha and his family, and Abdei 
Pasha. Some of the refugees said that the> 
had difficulty in reaching the ship, and added 
that numerous refugees, including members 

of King Farouk’s former court, were tryine tc 
leave Egypt. 
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ARMY’S AIMS IN 
EGYPT 

REGENCY COUNCIL 
PROBLEM 


AGREEMENT REPORTED 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, July 31 

The latest statements by General 
Neguib, the Commander-in-Chief, indi¬ 
cate that the aim of the Army’s coup was 
reform, not revolution. He said he had 
informed the British Ambassador that the 
monarchical system would remain, 'and 
the General is quoted as saying also that 1 
every one could be calm; the regime was! 
riot overthrown. 

In that connexion, there is a reassuring' 
report that the military leaders and the 
Government have agreed on the composition 
of the Council of Regendy. Although Egyptian 
opinion has no regrets over the departure of. 
King Farouk, it is conscious that a constitu¬ 
tional gap is left. In the words of a man in' 
the street, “ We feel like a village without its 
omdeh " (mayor or headman), and that feel¬ 
ing is not altogether a comfortable one. 

Hie names of the prospective regents have 
not been disclosed, but it is thought, or at! 
least hoped, that they will include one of the; 
royal princes, who could bring to the council' 
the personal authority that a member of the' 
royal house always commands with the 
Egyptian, people. 

“ WATCH-DOG ” ROLE 

The impression continues to be given that 
the Army waits only for the council to be set 
up before retiring from active politics to its 
own job, thus ending what looks like a system 
of parallel Governments. It is made dear 
by General Neguib, however, that the Army 
intends to remain the watch-dog of the con¬ 
stitution, and of the morals of the country’s 
civilian governors, so long as necessary. “ The 
constitution is sick, ana we must nurse it 
until its health is recovered,” he has stated. 

Newspapers draw the conclusion that a 
return to parliamentary life and full play for 
political liberties need not be expected until 
the parties, especially the largest, have cleansed 
themselves of corrupt elements. The chances 
of Mustapha Nahas and Fuad Serag ed-Din 
climbing back to power on the backs of the 
Army appear at present to«be somewhat slim. 
The appearance of things is that a modus vivendi 
has been reached, or is about to be reached, 
between the Army and Aly Maher as the civil 
power, which would give Egypt a prospect of 
stability. 

Hie announcements that persons distributing 
Communists leaflets have been arrested in 
Cairo, and that the Company law has been 
amended to omit the requirement that at 
least 51 per cent, of the capital of Egyptian 
companies must be Egyptian, are regarded as 
indirect assurances to the outside world that 
the new regime favours neither radicalism nor 
xenophobic nationalism. 

CENSORSHIP ABOLISHED 

It seems that the order reintroducing exit 
visas was issued before any arrangements had 
been made to handle applications. Enforce¬ 
ment of the order has been postponed until 
to-morrow, and intending travellers are in¬ 
formed that they must apply for exit visas five 
days before the date of departure. Serious 
inconvenience is liable to be caused to many 
foreigners going on leave' to Europe at this 
time of year. 

Military censorship has now been abolished. 
All except three of the senior Army officers 
who were arrested in the early stages of the 
coup have been released, and some have already 
returned to duty. Ammar Bey, Under-Secre¬ 
tary for Communications, and the police 
officers who were detained are also now at 
liberty. 'However, further arrests of individuals 
who were in King Farouk’s entourage are 
announced, _ 

Cairo. July 31. —General Neguib announced 
to-night that armed forces will withdraw from 
the streets of Cairo and Alexandria to-morrow, 
leaving the security of the State in the hands 
of the Government. 

In a further statement General Neguib says 
the Army, “ now carrying out a radical day 
and night purge, expects all other groups con¬ 
cerned to purge themselves by themselves com¬ 
pletely and without, delay or hesitation, 
including Government machinery and all 
Egyptian parties.”— Reuter. 
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KING FAROUK ON HIS 
EXILE 


“NO LONGER A RICH MAN” 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

ROME, July 31 

King Farouk, who has expressed the 
wish to be known henceforth as Prince 
Farouk Fuad of Egypt, received this 
morning, on the terrace of the hotel at 
Anacapri where he is staying with his 
family and entourage, about 100 Italian 
and foreign journalists and Press photo¬ 
graphers. Queen Narriman, the infant 
King Fuad II, who was carried by a nurse, 
and the three Princesses were present. 

He opened his speech in English, continued 
in French, then briefly in Italian, and ended in 
English. “ I regret I caniiot reply freely to 
questions ” he said. “ I am no longer a king, 
but I still have two serious responsibilities. The 
first is towards the Italian Government, which 
is very courteous to me, and while I am the 
guest of Italy I wish to avoid saying anything 
which may embarrass it. 

“ Moreover, although I am no longer a king, 
there is here with me the King of Egypt, He, 
as you know, is only six month? old, but I must 
be careful not to say anything which may 
cause him difficulties in future. He will already 
have enough difficulties of his own, because 
being a king is not so easy as some may think. 

DIFFICULT TASK 

“ I can say that I most sincerely wish good 
luck to those who have taken in hand and 
on their conscience the task of governing 
Egypt. I wish them all good luck because 
they need it. 1 hope they will not think that to 
govern a country in these difficult days of 
world crisis is so easy a task as, perhaps, those 
who are new to power may believe.. 

“ I love my country and wish it every pos¬ 
sible good. When I became King 16 years ago, 
I was full of hopes as-to what I might be able 
to do to improve its position among the other 
nations of the world, and my love for Egypt 
and for the men of my country is no less to¬ 
day, although I am now in exile. 

“ 5 would like to make it clear that I alone 
am in. exile. My wife and my children are 
free to return to Egypt. Neither my wife nor 
her parents have been exiled. But my wife 
has'chosen to be with me, as have my three 
daughters, of their own free will, which has 
made me proud and happy. 

“ As I am not allowed to return to Egypt 
I must find a new home, and I do not yet 
know where to look. I have not yet even 
begun to think about it. Whoever says that 
I am about to go to America, England, 
Switzerland, southern France, and so on, 
knows more about it than I do. The only 
thing about which I am certain is that I shall 
not go behind the 1 Iron Curtain. For the 
moment I shall stay at Capri, as I have with 
me four children whose well-being must be 
considered and who must have something to 
.do. My children are now all the kingdom 
that I possess. Perhaps we shall stay here a 
few months, perhaps longer, perhaps’less.” 

After paying a tribute to the beauty of 
Capri and asserting that this was his first real 
holiday since he became King, as he had been 
occupied with State affairs even during his last 
honeymoon, King Farouk said he was no 
longer a rich man and it was “ untrue that I 
have brought from Egypt a fortune, just as it 
is untrue that I have a fortune abroad My 
wife, my son, and my three daughters will 
live very, very simply.” 
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EGYPTIAN DILEMMA 

It is already clear, in an otherwise 
confusing transformation scene, that 
General Mohammed Neguib did not 
seize power because there was a break¬ 
down in the constitution which threatened 
Egypt with anarchy. His professed 
aim has been to save a constitution which 
already enjoys the support of the nation 
from the malpractices of those who 
tampered -with it, and, at the same time, 
to prevent administrative machinery, 
which is capable of working efficiently, 
from being interfered with by corrup¬ 
tion in high places. His purpose, in fact, 
is to reform a regime that already exists, 
not to replace it by something new of his 
own devising. Moreover, he' seems 
anxious to keep the Army out of politics 
and to cooperate loyally with Aly Maher 
Pasha, the Prime Minister. 

What has still to be seen is how far he 
will be able to carry out these good inten¬ 
tions. Since the time of Araby Pasha, no 
Egyptian soldier has exercised such power, 
which is, indeed, limited only by his own 
self-restraint No one, not even the 
Prime Minister, is in a position to oppose 
his wishes, and this not merely because 
as Commander-in-Chief he has the fight- 
I ing forces behind him, but because be 
is widely supported by Egyptian public 
opinion. For the time being, he is lending 
I the whole weight of his authority to the 
drive against corruption in the Army and 
in the. administration, first in connexion 
with the arms scandal during the war in 
Palestine, and, next, over the dubious 
financial transactions of the former King's 
favourites. Cases in the armed services 
are being dealt with by courts-martial; 
on the civil side they are being entrusted 
to Mohammed Azmi, whose honest con¬ 
duct as Public Prosecutor caused him to 
be dismissed by the former Wafdist 
Government. Some of the men who have 
the most reason to fear these new investi¬ 
gations are already in custody, but others 
are escaping from the country, in spite of 
the Government’s drastic regulation re¬ 
quiring an exit visa for anyone who wishes 
to leave Egypt. 

All political parties are now trimming 
their sails to the wind which has begun 
to blow so strongly. The Wafdists un¬ 
doubtedly hoped that their long-standing 
feud with the Palace would commend them 
to General Neguib, but they are badly 
tarred with the stain of corruption and 
now find themselves obliged to undergo 
a party purge. The Liberals and the 
Saadists have a better record; but 
so far General Neguib has turned a 
deaf ear to political overtures from 
any quarter and is advising all who 
apply to him to trust Aly Maher Pasha. 
The Prime Minister himself does not 
trust the Wafdists, and suspects that their 
demand for the recall of the Parliament 
which was dissolved by Hilaly Pasha —in 
which they have a majority although they 
won only a minority of votes in the last 
election—-is a pretext for securing control 
over the Council of Regency. Fortunately 
for Aly Maher Pasha the constitution 
demands Parliamentary approval for a 
Council of Regency only when the 
monarch' dies; it does not cover abdica¬ 
tion. Thus legal ingenuity may bo able 
to find a way of enabling the Government 
to carry out its programme without a 
Parliament for the present. This is what 
those who distrust the Wafdists—includ¬ 
ing the powerful Muslim Brotherhood— 
would like best, because it will enable a 
complete sweep to be made of all the 
corrupt influences in public life before new 
elections are held. 

Meanwhile, the Press of Egypt is in full 
cry after the former King and his closest 
associates, who are being accused of 
crimes of every kind. The Government 
itself is eager to show how complete is 
the break with the former pattern of 
politics; it has released from prison every¬ 
one serving a sentence for l&se-majesti and 
it has abolished the titles of Pasha and 
Bey because they were conferred by royal 
favour. The campaign of self-purification 
into which Egypt is being led by General 
Neguib is badly needed and may do much 
good. Yet it involves the risk that the 
civil Government, which must operate 
through the ordinary processes of law, 
may fold itself going too slowly to satisfy 
General Neguib, who has a soldierly 
dislike of red tape. If this should happen 
his present inclination to refrain from 
intervening in politics may be severely 
tested. 
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EGYPT’S THREE 
REGENTS 


PROVISIONAL COUNCIL 
APPOINTED 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Aug. 3 

The Cabinet last night appointed a pro¬ 
visional Council of Regency, composed 
of a member of the royal house, an elder 
statesman, and an officer of the Egyptian 
Army, to assume the royal prerogatives. 
A permanent council will be appointed by 
Parliament when one is elected. 

The Mohamcd Ali dynasty is represented on 
the council by Prince Abdul Moneim, the 
eldest son of the Khedive Abbas Hilmy 11. 
Prmce Moneim is second in the line of succes¬ 
sion to the throne (after Prince Mohamed 
Ali). He is a patron of sport and with his 
wife has been active in charitable works. He 
represented the King of Egypt at the funeral of 
King George VI. 

The second member is Bahi ed-Din 
Barakhat, who, it is recalled, resigned from the 
post of auditor-general in 1950 because of a 
: disagreement with the Wafd Government over 
the legality of a big financial transaction by the 
I Government. In 1$5I he publicly opposed 
the Wafd denunciation of the Anglo-Egyptian 
| treaty. He is quoted as having said that the 
'treaty had saved Egypt from the horrors of 
war in 1939 and had permitted her to enjoy 
true internal independence. 

The third member is Colonel Rachad 
Mehanna, an artillery officer, aged 44, who 
.took part in the military movement against the 
palace. He was nominated Minister of Com¬ 
munications a few days ago in order to qualify 
him as an cx-Minister for appointment as a 
regent. 

CONSIGNED TO OBLIVION 

The regents will take the oath before the 
Council of Ministers soon after Prince Abdul 
Moneim returns from Europe. He is expected 
to-morrow. 

Not only has the Cabinet decided to grant 
an amnesty to all persons convicted of lise- 
majeste, but titles attaching to decorations— 
except in the case of the highest distinction, 
the Collar of Fuad—-have been consigned, like 
the ranks of Pasha and Bey, to oblivion. The 
political police and the special branch of the 
Minister of Interior have been abolished. A 
Bill to permit the trial of Ministers by a special 
tribunal has been adopted, but it has been 
made clear that its effect will not be retro¬ 
active. It is reported that a Ministry of 
Reconstruction and Rehabilitation will be set 
up to exercise general control over projects for 
reform. 

Some of these reforms were in the pro¬ 
gramme of the Muslim Brotherhood, which,, 
however, is surging forward in the wake of 
the military movement with other aims that are I 
revolutionary rather than reformist. A 
manifesto published this week-end demands 
a constituent assembly to give Egypt a con¬ 
stitution based on principles of the Koran. 
There would presumably be no place in it for 
a monarchy. A grim note Is injected into: 
political controversy by the Brotherhood’s j 
demand that ex-Ministers should be brought 1 , 
to justice by virtue of their constitutional! 
responsibilities as well as the former King’s 
favourites. 

NOTICEABLE RESERVE 

. Newspapers point out that there is nothing 
m the Brotherhood programme for which it) 
was not already known to stand, but think! 
that us vigorous reassertion is important ini 

E resent circumstances. Although the Brother- 
ood has a dangerous side, its only political 
organization is expounding a policy for Egypt 
related to a set of religious and moral princi¬ 
ples, and it is thought-.that as such it enjoys 
a good deal of sympathy in the present Army 
leadership. 

All the manifestos with which the political 
Parties are rushing into print show in their: 
published versions a noticeable reserve on the. 
question of Egypt’s “ national aspirations.’’ 
ine Muslim Brotherhood says only that the 
Egyptian Army must be strengthened at what¬ 
ever cost. The fact that Bahi ed-Din Barakhat’s 
hardy stand on the question of the Angio- 
Egyptian Treaty is recalled is at least 
interesting. 

Saved Aly Shamsy, chairman of the board 
of the National Bank of Egypt, has been 
appointed Government director of the Suez 
Ganal Company in place of Elias Andraos, 
economic adviser to Prince Farouk, who has 
been arrested by the Army. 

PREMIER’S DENIAL 

Gur°, Aug. 3.—-Sir Ralph Stevenson, the! 
British Ambassador, to-night called on Aly 
Maher, the Egyptian Prime Minister, for the 
fourth time since his return to Cairo last 
Monday. The meeting lasted 40 minutes. , 
^ t /.? r f s 2 c ? n ^ en ? e ‘o-H'gfr Aly Maher 
denied that he had invited political parties to 
join his Cabinet. Questioned about hisi 
consultations with party leaders, he said they 
had wanted assurances about the Government's 
policy; they had also given their views, which 
he was considering. 

Asked if elections would be held within the 
next six months, the Prime Minister said there 
was no basis for such a time limit, as the 
clean up should first be completed. Only 
tben, he said, would parliamentary life be 
resumed _ on a sound basis of inter-party 
cooperation. Such cooperation was vital if 
Parliament was to become a means of stability 
in Egyptian politics. 

. A]/. M, ah , er mentioned his meetings with 
the British Ambassador and said these would 
go on.— Reuter. 
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BASE FOR MIDDLE 
EAST DEFENCE 

EGYPT’S ATTmJDE 
UNCERTAIN 


CYPRUS H.Q. DISCUSSED 

From -Our Diplomatic Correspondent 

Reports from Washington over the 
week-end stated that the British Govern-! 
ment have proposed to the United States, 
Australian, New Zealand, South African, 
French, and Turkish Governments that a 
Middle East defence organization should 
be established in Cyprus as soon as 
possible, without the participation qf 
Egypt. The reports went on to say that 
after recent developments there was 
thought to be little prospect that Egypt 
would now be willing to take part in a 
Middle East defence organization. It was 
learnt at the Foreign Office yesterday, 
however, that such reports are in some 
respects inaccurate. 

It is true that the British Government have 
been considering proposals for the organiza¬ 
tion of defence in the Middle East since the 
four-Power declaration of November, 1951, in 
which Britain, France, the United States, and 
Turkey proposed the establishment of a 
Middle East command to the Arab States and 
Israel. £ince the British Government have 
continued responsibility for defence in the 
Middle East, they are constantly in touch with 
other interested Governments. Military 
opinion appears to be almost unanimous that 
the best base for defending the area will always 
be the Suez Canal zone, in view of its com¬ 
munications and existing installations and 
jabour. The establishment of a headquarters 
in Cyprus is a possible alternative, but this 
question has not gone beyond the stage of 
consultation, and there? have been no new 
developments since the recent crisis in Egypt. 

The Wafd has indeed declared that Egypt 
should, not take part in any Middle East 
defence organization, but the Wafd, although 
the strongest party, is no longer the effective 
ruler of Egypt. It is thought in London that 
it is too early to forecast whether the new 
Egyptian Government would consider asso¬ 
ciating Egypt with a Middle East defence 
organization or not. 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambassa¬ 
dor in Cairo, has had several meetings with 
Aly Maher, the Egyptian Prime Minister, but 
these do not signify any reopening of negotia¬ 
tions on Anglo-Egyptian differences. In view 
of British interests in Egypt, the Embassy has 
naturally been watching the internal situation 
closely. 
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MEASURES AGAINST 
CORRUPTION 


CAIRO INVESTIGATIONS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Aug. 4 

The Egyptian Council of Ministers 
to-night approved the appointment of a 
number of committees to assist in the 
purification of the machinery of Govern¬ 
ment. They will have wide powers over 
all Government departments and will in¬ 
vestigate and report their findings. The 
Council also passed legislation against the 
illegal gains law, to have effect from 1939. 

General Neguib, the Commander-in- 
Chief, visited Aly Maher, the Prime 
Minister, to-day for a long conversation 
on the budget, particularly the estimates 
for the armed forces. 

It is stated that General Neguib favours a 
very big programme of expansion and 
re-equipment of the armed forces, and the 
ingenuity of the Finance Minister may be 
taxed to find resources adequate both for that 
and for the programme of economic and 
social reforms which the Prime Minister is 
expected to announce soon. 

It has now been made clear to the political 
parties that a return to parliamentary life is 
not immediately in prospect. A period of 
preparation is foreseen in which parties may 
purify themselves and the administrative 
imichine be licked into shape to meet the needs 
of the new era. The implication of this for 
the political parties appears to be that they, 
or at least some of them, should find new 
leaders, and anxious discussion is reported to 
be going on in Alexandria to-night within the 
executive of the Wafd. 

It appears to be Aly Maher’s habit to spend 
his leisure when out of office drafting legisla¬ 
tion against the day of his return. Decrees 
are already being issued in quantity and at 
express speed. The latest include one defining 
the functions of Ministers as being to lay down 
general policy for their departments and to 
supervise its execution, instead of—in effect— 
themselves dabbling in administrative work. 
Another makes officials who neglect to carry 
out orders and judgments, or obstruct then- 
execution, liable to dismissal or other penal- 
5J«*v Among reforms foreshadowed is 
further liberalization of the law dealing with 
me resident* of foreigners and in general better 
treatment for foreign residents and companies. 
The activity of foreign experts and technicians 
£ nd *? e w ? w °f foreign capital are 
regarded by Aly Maher as the indispensable 
base for social reform in Egypt. 
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EGYPTIANS AND MIDDLE EAST 
DEFENCE SCHEME 


POSSIBILITY OF NEW DISCUSSIONS 
WITH BRITAIN 

_ _ A further meeting between the Egyptian Prime Minister and the 
British Ambassador has catised Speculation on the possibility of an 
early development in relations between the two countries. 

Some observers think that conversations may be opened On a 
military level, based on the assumption that Egypt is willing to join 
a Middle East defence scheme. 


REGENTS ASSUME 
OFFICE 


CONVERSATION WITH 
ARMY CHIEF 

Frorh. Otir Owii Correspondent 
CAIRO, Auq. 5 

The provisional Council of Regency, 
composed of Prince Abdul Moneim,' 
Bahi ed-Din Barakat, and Colonel Rachad 
Mehanna, Was sworn in to-night before 
the Council of Ministers at the Abdin 
Palace. The regents afterwards received 
Ministers .in the thtdhe room arid 
assumed from that moment the consti¬ 
tutional powers of the Egyptian crown. 
General Neguib, the Commafiddr-ifi- 
Chief, called at the palace and had a long 
conversation with the regents. 

News that the British Ambassador saw 
Aly Maher again to-day'set observers 
speculating on an early development in 
Anglo-Egyptian relations. The present 
Egyptian Prime Minister is a champion 
of the idea of collective defence for the 
Middle East, and one of his earliest state¬ 
ments when he assumed office after the 
Army’s coup referred to cooperation by 
Egypt in the defence of free nations on 
a basis of equality. 

The Commander-in-Chief of the Army, 
which now wields great political influence, 
has made it clear that one of the principal 
aims of the military movement is to bring 
about a strengthening of the Egyptian 
armed forces. It is to be Supposed that 
General Neguib would be disposed to Wel¬ 
come some kind of Middle East defence 
scheme which opened British and 
American doors to supply modern tanks, 
guns, and aircraft 

SEEKING a formula 

That assumes a preliminary understand¬ 
ing on the future of the canal zone base. 
A formula was virtually agreed with the 
Hilaly Government, to the effect that the 
two countries should negotiate on the basis 
of evacuation of British forces, and on 
arrangements, including the build-up of 
Egyptian armed forces, to fill the gap in 
Egypt’s defences. The two Governments 
reached deadlock there, owing to their 
difference concerning the King of Egypt’s 
title. Recent events have perhaps made 
it easier for Aly Maher than it was for his 
predecessors to separate the two issues. 

So far the Prime Minister has not said 
anything, but—with that reservation- 
some observers think it at least theoreti¬ 
cally possible for the two countries to pass 
on now to conversations dn a military 
level.'based on the assumptions that Egypt 
is willing to join a Middle East defence 
scheme, and that the United Kingdom 
wants to withdraw its forces from the 
canal zone. It is a pdirit that sdriie Success 
for the new regime in the Geld of foreign 
relations would help to stabilize the 
political situation. 

There are indications that the reshuffle 
of Egyptian diplomatic posts may involve 
the retirement of Abdel Fattah Amr, 
Ambassador in London, and Abdul Aziz 
Badr, Ambassador in Rome. The Wafd 
executive has decided to purge 12 mem¬ 
bers of the parliamentary group, including 
three former Ministers from the party. 
One of them is Hassan el Guiridy, under 
whose auspices as Minister for Wakfs 


(Religious Foundations) the discovery 
was made that Prince Farouk was a 
descendant of the Prophet. 

.. A battle is still raging WitHiti the execu¬ 
tive over some more important persons, 
including Serag ed-Din, the former Minis¬ 
ter of the Interior. Charges of abuse of 
office and influence have been brought; 
against the 12 dismissed members. 

AMBASSADOR’S WORK 
IN LONDON 


Recall forecast 

FROM O'UR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Reports in the Egyptian Press yesterday 
stated that Abdel Fattah Amr, the 
Egyptian Ambassador in London, was to 
be recalled. This news, if true, will be 
received with the greatest regret in* 
London. 

It seems, unfortunately, not improbable, 
because the Ambassador, when recalled 
from London temporarily after the Wafd 
Government had denounced the Anglo- 
Egyptian treaty last October, was ap¬ 
pointed by the former king as his 
adviser on foreign affairs. He therefore 
can easily be represented as “ a palace- 
man,” and because of the determined and 
Objective attitude with which he has 
approached Anglo-Egyptian differences 
throughout he has also been repeatedly 
attacked in the Egyptian Press by the 
extreme Nationalist as Being pro-British 
and, ipso facto, a hireling of the British 
Government. 

In fact nothing could have been further 
from the truth than these attacks. Abdel 
Fattah Airir, who waS better known as Amr 
Pasha until the title Of Pasha was abolished 
last week, has been ambassador in Lotidon 
since 1945, that is,, during all the difficult 
and prolonged negotiations Between Mr. Bevin' 
and the late Sidky Pasha, and between the 
Wafd Government aP 1 Britain sirtce 1950. 

He has established the bekt possible rela¬ 
tions officially and with his many friends 
herej and is widely respected as one who has 
worked sincerely and doggedly for art improve¬ 
ment in Anglo-Egyptian relations, While always 
upholding his country’s interests. Though he 
served his sovereign loyally, any Suggestion that 
while in Cairo fie formed one of the sffiall 
corrupt clique who surrounded the former king 
for their own purposes is regarded by those 
who know him best as ludicrous malice. 

It seems possible that some members of the 
military committee behind General Neguib 
have been pressing Aly Maher, the Prime 
Minister, to remove all who have had any 
connexion with Prince Faroiik’s regime and 
•that the Prime Minister may be reluctant to 
make this an issue With the Army. 


ROYAL PROPERTIES UNDER 
STATE control 

Cairo. Aug. 5.—The Egyptian Cabinet to¬ 
night placed Prince Farouk’s properties under 
Government custody. Ahmed' Khasahaba, 
former Foreign Minister, and Hussein Fahmy, 
former Minister of Finance, were appointed 
custodians. The Cabinet ruled that Prince 
Farouk must not touch His estate or other pro¬ 
perty in Egypt or conduct any business through 
private firms or other agencies, pending further! 
investigation. — Reuter. 


GEN. NEGUIB’S VIEWS ON 
WOMEN IN SERVICES 

Cairo, Aug. 5.—General Neguib to-day. 
tdlti Mrs..Doria Shafik, the feminist leader,! 
mat he would welcome women in the services.! 
He said he was in favour of an amendment 
of the military' laws to adffiit women in the 
armed forces to work in offices, serve as drivers, 1 
•“ or even man ami-aiteraft batteries." 

Mrs. Shafik, who raised a battalion of 
women volunteers in the “ liberatioh struggle ” 
against British forces iri the canal zone last 
winter, asked the Commander-in-Chief if he 

would help Egyptian Women to secure the 
frdiichise. General Neguib replied: “ we must 
leave this question for the liriie being until 
we win the purge battle throughout the 
country.”— Reuter. 
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AMBASSADOR’S WORK 
IN LONDON 


RECALL forecast 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Reports in the Egyptian Press yesterday 
stated that Abdel Fatfah Amr, the 
Egyptian Ambassador in Lcniddn, was to 
be recalled. This news, if true, will be 
received with the greatest regret in 
London. 

It seems, unfortunately, not improbable, 
because the Ambassador, when recalled 
from London temporarily after the Wafd 
Government had de'rioudced the Anglo- 
Egyptidn treaty last October, was ap¬ 
pointed by the former king as his 
adviser on foreign affairs. He therefore 
can easily be represented as “ a palace 
man,” and because of the determined and 
abjective attitude with which he has 
approached Anglo-Egyptian differences 
throughout he has also been repeatedly 
attacked in the Egyptian Press by the 
extreme Nationalists as beiilg pro-British 
and, ipso facto, a hireling of the British 
Government. 

In fact nothing could have been further 
from the truth than these attacks. Abdel 
Fattah Amr, who waS Better khdwn as Amr 
Pasha until the title Of Pasha tvas abolished 
last week, has been ambassador in t.ohdon 
since 1945, that is,, during all the difficult 
and prolonged negotiations between Mr. Bevin 
and the late Sidky Pisha, and between the 
Wafd Government ad i Britain since 1950. 

He has established the best possible rela¬ 
tions officially and with his many friends 
here^ and is widely respected as one who has 
worked sincerely and doggedly for ari improve¬ 
ment in Anglo-Egyptian relations, while always 
upholding fils country’s interests. Though he 
served his sovereign loyally, any Suggestion that 
while in Cairo he farmed one of the small 
corrupt clique who surrounded the former king 
for their own purposes is regarded by those 
who know him best, as ludicrous malice. 

It seems possible that some members of the 
military committee behind General Neeuib 
have been pressing Aly Maher, the Prime 
Minister, to remove all who have had any 
connexion with Prince Fartnik’s regime and 
■that me Prime Minister may be reluctant to 
make this an issue With the Army. 


ROYAL PROPERTIES UNDER 
STATE CONTROL 

Cairo, Aug. 5.—The Egyptian Cabinet to¬ 
night placed Prince Farouk’s properties under 
Government custody. Ahmed' Khasahaba, 
former Foreign Minister, and Hussein Fahrny, 
former Minister of Finance, were appointed 
custodians. The Cabinet ruled that Prince 
Farouk ffiust not touch His estate or other pro¬ 
perty in Egypt or conduct any business through 
private firms or other agencies, pending further 
investigation.— Reuier. 

GEN. NEGUIB’S VIEWS ON 
WOMEN IN SERVICES 

Cairo, Aug. 5.—General Negtiib to-day 
tdld Mrs. .Doria Shafik, the feminist leader, 
that he would welcome women jii the services. 
He said he was in favour of an amendment 
of the military laws to adrtiit women in the 
armed forces to work in offices, serve as drivers, 
•“ or even man anti-aiteraft batteries.” 

Mrs. Shafik, who raised a battalion of 
Women volunteers in the “ Hbefatioh struggle " 
against British forces in the canal zone last 

winter, askdd the Commander-in-chief if he 

would help Egyptian Women to secure the 
franchise. General Neguib replied': “ We must 
leave this question for the tiriie being until 
we win the purge battle throughout the 
country.”— Reuter. 


1 



Ambassador's Work In London. 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Wednesday, Aug 06, 1952; pg. 4; Issue 52383. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS67849990 


2 



U.S. AND MIDDLE EAST 
DEFENCE 


COMMENT ON PROPOSALS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 6 

The State Department issued a statement 
to-day in response to reports that Britain is 
drawing up a proposal calling for the establish¬ 
ment of a Middle East defence organization 
composed initially of the United States, France, 
Turkey, South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, 
and Britain. The statement says that in the 
opinion of the United States a fundamental 
feature of such an organization is itfc 
cooperative character and the opportunity it 
would provide for joining the efforts of both 
the Middle Eastern States and other States 
feeling genuine concern for the security of the 
Middle East. However, in developing the 
proposed organization the United Sttaes would 
expect to consult fully with all interested 
States. 

While welcoming the British proposals to 
give effect to the British, United States, French, 
and Turkish declaration of 1951 inviting the 
nations of the Middle East to join in estab¬ 
lishing a Middle East comipand, officials 
emphasized that with the change of Govern¬ 
ment in Egypt it would perhaps be preferable 
to see whether Egypt might reverse her prev¬ 
ious position of hostility to such a command 
and decide to be associated with if. It is 
further felt that there is no point in setting up 
an organization such as the British suggest 
when the primary purpose of the command is 
to draw the Middle f East into an effective 
defensive alliance. 


i 



U.S. And Middle East Defence. 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Thursday, Aug 07, 1952; pg. 3; Issue 52384. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS51465991 


2 



EGYPTIAN EMBASSY 
IN LONDON 


PROBABLE CHOICE OF 
MAHMOUD FAWZI 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Aug. 6 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambas¬ 
sador, called on Aly Maher to-night for 
another conversation before the Prime 
Minister goes to Alexandria for a few 
days' holiday. Earlier in the day the 
Ambassador went to the Abdin Palace, 
where the Council of Regency has offices, 
to inscribe his name in the register. 

Mahmoud Fawzi, Egypt’s permanent dele¬ 
gate at the United Nations, is mentioned as 
the probable successor to Abdel Fattah Arm¬ 
as Ambassador in London, and Adly Andraos, 
Ambassador to Greece, may become the dele¬ 
gate to the United Nations. Both Fawzi and 
Andraos acted as expert advisers to Hilaly 
Pasha, the former Prime Minister, during 
his abortive conversations with the British 
Government this summer on the canal base 
and the Sudan. 

Replying to journalists to-day. General 
Neguib said that it was premature to express 
any final view of regional defence for the 
Middle East. If it became clear that the 
scheme promoted by the western Powers was 
contrary to her best interests Egypt would not 
take part. 

Cairo, Aug. 6. —General Neguib’s head¬ 
quarters announced to-day that he will reorga¬ 
nize the Army and that Egypt will set up her 
own arms factories to give the troops the most 
modem weapons and equipment. 

The British Embassy to-night issued the 
following statement with the approval of the 
Egyptian Prime Minister: “It is the earnest 
desire of the Egyptian and British Govern¬ 
ments that the closest possible touch and 
friendliest relations should be maintained 
between them in the present critical situation. 
No other significance should be attached to the 
recent frequent meetings between the Prime 
Minister and the Ambassador.”— Reuter, 

Our Diplomatic Correspondent writes: — 
Mahmoud Fawzi, who is one of the senior 
members of the Egyptian Foreign Service, has 
also served previously in this country, from 
1937 to 1939. Early in his career he held posts 
in New York, Kobe, and Athens. He was 
consul-general in Jerusalem from 1941 to 1944. 
In 1945 he was transferred to Washington as 
Counsellor. 
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BRITAIN AND THE 
MIDDLE EAST 


A PLANNING GROUP 
DISCUSSED 

From Our Diplomatic Correspondent 

Leakages about the exchanges between 
the British and United States Govern¬ 
ments on the question of Middle East 
defence organization have caused some 
concern in London. 

. It appears that, before the military coup 
in Egym, the British Government had sent 
to the united States Government the pre¬ 
liminary draft of a “ working paper ” on 
which consultations were to take place. It 
advocated the establishment in Cyprus of the 
headquarters of a planning group. This paper 
did not exclude the participation of Middle 
East States, but at the time it appeared un¬ 
likely that the Egyptian Government would 
cooperate. It was learnt at the Foreign Office 
mat proposals were yesterday sent also to the 
French, Turkish, Australian, New Zealand, 
and South African Governments. 

EGYPT NOT EXCLUDED 

The proposals were not published, and 
should not be regarded as specifically spon¬ 
sored by the British Government. It is 
believed that they included the suggestion that 
a planning group should be established in 
Cyprus, but it should not be inferred that the 
British Government are now in favour of the 
setting up of a defence organization in Cyprus, 
nor does the British Government consider that 
the participation of Egypt in Middle East 
defence is so unlikely that it is advisable to 
establish an organization without Egypt. The 
planning group, if set up, may have to plan 
on the basis that Egypt will not take part, 
but such plans would be at best a pis alter. 

If the present preliminary proposals are 
approved, they will be circulated to interested 
Governments, including Egypt, but they were 
not sent to the Egyptian Government in the 
first instance, because Egyptian Governments, 
until the' recent coup, have not been willing 
to take part in Middle East defence and have 
refused the four-Power proposal that Egypt 
should become a founder-member of the 
defence organization. 

The proposal for a planning organization in 
Cyprus does not mean that the defence organi¬ 
zation’s headquarters would also necessarily 
be in Cyprus, nor does it betoken any aban¬ 
donment of interest in the canal zone, which 
is widely regarded as militarily far the best 
possible base for Middle East defence. 


1 



Britain And The Middle East. 

From Our Diplomatic Correspondent 

The Times (London, England),Friday, Aug 08, 1952; pg. 4; Issue 52385. 
Category: News 

Gale Document Number:CS69685000 


2 



GENERAL NEGUIB’S 
WARNING 

NEED FOR STERNER 
PARTY PURGE 


EVIL ‘ STILL UNTOUCHED ’! 

Cairo, Aug. 8. —General Neguib said 
here to-night that he saw no reason to pro¬ 
claim a dictatorship “at present” But 
he. added that such a move might become 
necessary, should, political parties fail to 
carry out a thorough clean-up of the 
nation’s political life.' 

The Cominander-in-Chief said he was -not 
satisfied with the way the parties had so far 
responded to the demand that they should 
purge themselves of current elements. 

“ It may be necessary for us to issue a stem 
warning,” General Neguib stated. This Warn¬ 
ing would be issued through the civilian 
Government. “ Fortunately the best relations 
exist between the armed forces and the Govern¬ 
ment of Aly Maher,” he remarked. 

Referring to the Wafd Party’s dismissal of 
14 members, including three former Ministers, 
the General declared: “ Most of the evil 
elements, extending to the very top, still remain 
untouched. What I think of the Wafd clean¬ 
up goes for all other parties too.” 

_ Though reluctant to be drawn into a discus¬ 
sion of the Anglo-Egyptian dispute. General 
Neguib told a correspondent that Egypt would 
in no w'ay compromise on the national demand 
that British forces should evacuate her soil. 

“ British insistence on maintaining their 
forces in Egypt is against their own interests,” 
he said, “ We want to be on friendly terms 
with Britain as well as with everyone else. It 
is in Britain’s own interests to come to an 
amicable settlement and gain Egypt's lasting 
friendship.” 

General Neguib welcomed the ratification of 
the Arab League security pact, which he called 
“ a necessary step.” He added, “ It may even 
lead to a larger defence system in this region.” 
He made no direct reference, however, to the 
western-sponsored Middle East defence 
scheme. 

Earlier to-day the General received Abdel 
Rahman Azzam, Secretary-General of the Arab 
League, and discussed with him the question of 
inviting Commanders-in-Chief and military 
experts of the Arab nations to implement the 
collective security pact. 

It was learnt to-day that Queen Farida, the 
divorced wife of Prince Farouk, plans to claim 
m the Islamic court the guardianship of her 
three daughters, now with the former King on 
the island of Capri. She intends to submit 
that the young princesses will be “exposed 
to temptations if they continue to stay with 
the ex-King.” 

Queen Farida’s father, Senator Yussef 
Zulncar, to-day saw General Neguib. Aly 
Maher, the Prime Minister, said during the 
day that Egypt would welcome the return of 
Prince Farouk’s daughters—“ God bless 
them.”— Reuter. 
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ALY MAHER’S WARNING TO 
CAIRO POLITICIANS 


PARTIES FOREDOOMED UNLESS 
REORGANIZED 

Aly Maher, the Egyptian Prime Minister, said in a broadcast last 
night that the nation’s political parties, as at present constituted, were 
foredoomed. They must “ either be reshaped and reformed or 
disintegrate.” 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambassador, again met Aly 
Maher last night, and later indicated that he would be paying a further 
call on him soon. 


RADICAL CHANGES 
NEEDED 


DEMOCRATIC AIMS 

Cairo, Aug. 10.—Aly Maher, in a 
broadcast to-night, urged political leaders 
to “ reshape and reform ” their parties 
and to have “ definite and specific pro¬ 
grammes.” “You must frankly tell the 
public the facts, since it has been sickened 
by being held in the dark too long,” he 
said. 

“This radical transformation must 
imply that party supporters have complete 
freedom to discuss party programmes, to 
choose for a definite term of office the 
party leaders and members of the party 
executives, and to bring them to book for 
what good or ill they do to the country. 

“Explain to the people that political 
parties as at present constituted and 
managed are foredoomed. They must 
either be reshaped and reformed or dis¬ 
integrate and disappear. 

THE PEOPLE’S RIGHTS 

“ Tell the people that the parties belong to 
the nation and not to the individual. They 
must have definite and specific programmes. 
They must differentiate one from the other, 
otherwise there Js no need for the existence 
of different parties. They must amalgamate 
when they are merely different names for one 
idea.” 

The Prime Minister called for a state of : 
affairs in which " party members will no longer 
have to obey their leaders, which is dictator-, 
ship, but the leaders will have to obey the] 
members, which is true democracy. 

“ We have had enough of differences and 1 
bad feeling, enough of mutual accusations and 
political murders, enough of restrictions on 
libertyand imprisonment, enough of ■ 
smuggling of Egyptian money abroad, enough 
of friendly foreigners having to leave tne 
country.’’ 

After saying that “ the doors of hope and; 
progress are wide open,” he blamed party 
politics for keeping the country in a “ state of 
backwardness and retarded progress." During 
the ordeals through which the country had 
passed “ the parties remained preoccupied 
with their own struggle for power.” each pro¬ 
mising services for the nation when out of 1 
power, only to disappoint the people when in 
power. 

SOURCE OF WEAKNESS 

As a result of party politics “ our public 1 
life was cursed with sterility and paralysis.” 
Successive Parliaments ” remained subservient 
to them.” The Constitution itself, as inter¬ 
preted by these Parliaments, ” became a 
source of weakness and confusion.” 

The Prime Minister urged all Egyptians to 
“ £i y e General Neguib and his heroic 
colleagues whole-hearted support in their 
reform plans.” 

A policy of egoism at this decisive moment 
in Egypt's histoi^ would be tantamount to 
a policy of suicide” he declared. He urged 
the public to think of the future of Egypt and 
“ save her from dangers that are besetting 
her.” 

Announcing the abolition of Press censor¬ 
ship. Aly Maher said this step ” proves our 
confidence in the patriotism and good judg¬ 
ment of the Press.” The people were the' 
master of Egypt, he declared, adding: “ All 
else, the throne, the constitution, parties, and 
Government, were merely created to serve 
this master in the fashion he chooses and 
pleases.” 

Speaking of the need to raise the standard of 
living, he said: “ This requires u$ to mobilize 
all the country's resources and to supplement 
what we la ck of these resources, whether in! 


the realm of finance or high technical ability. 
We shall seek, to do this in the quickest 
possible, time, and we shall call on those, 
whether Egyptians or non-Egyptians, who have 
money or technical ability, to render us 
self-supporting.” 

He would make a " future statement ” which 
would outline “ our policy in social and eco¬ 
nomic reforms as well as foreign affairs.” The 
Government bore a heavy burden in the task 
of creating, building, and rejuvenating,” he 
stated. “ The creation of a vast new adminis¬ 
trative machine, capable of meeting the 
demands of this vast movement, is afoot.”— 

Reuter. __ 

TALK WITH BRITISH 
AMBASSADOR 


FURTHER MEETING SOON 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Auo. 10 

Aiy Maher, the Prime Minister, and the 
British Ambassador, continuing their 
direct contacts, met again this evening for 
a conversation which lasted half an hour. 
The Ambassador indicated afterwards 
that he would be making a further call 
on the Prime Minister soon. Egyptian 
opinion finds it difficult to believe that 
these frequent conversations are uncon* 
nected with Anglo-Egyptian issues. It 
seems doubtful, however, whether for the 
moment they are intended to achieve more 
than the development in relations of a 
confidence which may smooth the path 
of Anglo-Egyptian negotiations when Aly 
Maher has time to spare. His Govern¬ 
ment and also the Army command give 
the impression of being preoccupied for 
the time being with internal reform and 
reorganization. Any statements they have 
made on external issues do not reveal any 
changes in the well-known viewpoints. 

Hints appear in the newspapers that the 
policy of the new regime may lead to modifica¬ 
tion of the forms of Egyptian democracy. 
General Neguib has expressed more than once 
his dissatisfaction with the response of the 
political parties to his advice that they follow 
the Army’s example by purging themselves of 
unsuitable elements. 

DIVERSIONARY TACTICS 

The expulsions from the Wafd, the General 
is reported as saying, have not touched the 
leaders. There is a suggestion that the parties 
have a choice between undertaking thorough 
purges, which would have the effect of break¬ 
ing them up, or of being dissolved. There is 
no indication that Aly Maher favours a theo¬ 
cratic republic, but he has spoken of the 
transformation of political parties into factors 
for union rather than for division. 

The Wafd is endeavouring to evade the 
threat to the leaderehip of Mustapha Nahas 
and Serag ed-Din by a diversionary 
manoeuvre of a type in which the party 
specializes. The essential thing, it is said, is 
to purge Egypt of the British “ occupation," 
which is the root of all corruption. Mustapha 
Nahas is quoted as saying that the Wafd 
forced the former King to sign the abrogation 
of the Anglo-Egyptian treaty and the Sudan 
condominium agreements, and was on the 
point of realizing Egypt’s national aspirations 
■when evildoers started the fires in Cairo on 
January 26. 

However, one of the former Ministers ex¬ 
pelled the other day from the party’s parlia¬ 
mentary group has replied that he resigned 
from the Wafd Government last winter because 
its external policy signified nothing better 
than a competition in demagogy between Salah 
l £ en FoEfcn Minister, and Serag 

ed-Dlfi, Who was Miniotpr nf 
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TALK WITH BRITISH 
AMBASSADOR 


FURTHER MEETING SOON 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 


CAIRO, Aug. 10 

Aly Maher, the Prime Minister, and the 
British Ambassador, continuing their 
direct contacts, met again this evening for 
a conversation which lasted half an hour. 
The Ambassador indicated afterwards 
that he would be making a further call 
on the Prime Minister soon. Egyptian 
opinion finds it difficult to believe that 
these frequent conversations are uncon¬ 
nected with Anglo-Egyptian issues. It 
seems doubtful, however, whether for the 
moment they are intended to achieve more 
than the development in relations of a 
confidence which may smooth the path 
of Anglo-Egyptian negotiations when Aly 
Maher has time to spare. His Govern¬ 
ment and also the Army command give; 
the impression of being preoccupied for 
the time being with internal reform and 
reorganization. Any statements they have 
made on external issues do not reveal any 
changes in the well-known viewpoints. 

Hints appear in the newspapers that the 
policy of the new r6gime may lead to modifica¬ 
tion of the forms of Egyptian democracy. 
General Neguib has expressed more than once 
his dissatisfaction with the response of the 
political parties to his advice that they follow 
the Army’s example by purging themselves of 

unsuitable elements, ' 

DIVERSIONARY TACTICS 


The expulsions from the Wafd, the General 
is reported as saying, have not touched the 
leaders. There is a suggestion that the parties 
have a choice between undertaking thorough 
purges, which would have the effect of break¬ 
ing them up, or of being dissolved. There is 
no indication that Aiy Maher favours a theo¬ 
cratic republic, but he has spoken of the 
transformation of political parties into factors 
for union rather than for division. 

The Wafd is endeavouring to evade the 
threat to the leadership of Mustapha Nahas 
and Serag ed-Din by a diversionary 
manoeuvre of a type in which the party 
specializes. The essential thing, it is said, is 
to purge Egypt of the British “ occupation," 
which is the root of all corruption. Mustapha 
Nahas is quoted as saying that the Wafd 
forced the former King to sign the abrogation 
of the Anglo-Egyptian treaty and the Sudan 
condominium agreements, and was on the 
point of realizing Egypt’s national aspirations 
when evildoers started the fires in Cairo on 
January 26. 


However, one of the former Ministers ex¬ 
pelled the other day from the party’s parlia¬ 
mentary group has replied that he resigned 
from the Wafd Government last winter because 
its external policy signified nothing better 
than a competition in demagogy between Salah 
ed-Dm, then Foreign Minister, and Serag 
ed-Dm, who was Minister of the Interior. 
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EXTRADITED MAN 
SENTENCED 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

BOMBAY, Aug. 11 

Mubarak Ali Ahmed, a Hyderabad business 
man, who was extradited from London to 
stand trial on two counts of cheating and 
using forged documents in respect of a con¬ 
tract, was sentenced to an aggregate terra of 
three and a half years’ imprisonment and fined 
£1,112 here to-day. Mubarak Ali was stated 
to have cheated a Bombay business man and 
dishonestly induced him to invest a big sum 
of money in a company on the strength of 
two documents, one purporting to be a South- 
East Asia Command contract and the other 
a receipt for £37,037 from two Army officers 
on behalf of S.E.A.C. 


MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
FOR ISRAEL 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 11 
The Governments of the United States and 
of Israel have concluded an agreement 
whereby Israel becomes eligible to receive mili¬ 
tary equipment on a reimbursable basis from 
the United States under the provisions of the 
Mutual Security Act. Israel can now make 
application for the purchase of equipment and 
materials from United States stocks in return 
for payment at fair value. Other Govern¬ 
ments in the Near East already eligible to 
purchase equipment on such a basis under this 
Act are those of Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 


ATHLETES IN BERLIN 

Some of the gold medal winners at the 
Olympic Games in Helsinki, who are now on 
a visit to Berlin, spoke before about 2,000 
German schoolchildren in the open air yester¬ 
day. They included several Americans, among 
them Mel Whitfield and Bob Mathias, and 
Joseph Barthel, of Luxembourg. 
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ELECTIONS IN EGYPT NEXT 
FEBRUARY 

STEPS TO RAISE LIVING STANDARDS 

A general election is to be held in Egypt next February. An 
announcement by General Neguib yesterday stated that this had been 
agreed by the Army and the Prime Minister. 

The Government of Jordan yesterday declared the termination I 
of King Talal’s reign, owing to his illness, and proclaimed his son, 
Crown Prince Hussein, as sovereign. 


LAND REFORM 
MEASURES 

ARMY’S DEMAND 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Aug. 11 

After the Prime Minister had broadcast 
his programme for the reform of Egyptian 
public life. General Neguib, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, announced early to-day 
that the Army and Aly Maher bad agreed 
that a general election should be held next 
February. 

The delay was intended, it was stated, 
to give time for measures which the Army 
and the Government regarded as 
necessary if constitutional government 
was to be resumed on a sound basis. Aly 
Maher had defined these as being, in the 
first place, the creation of an administra¬ 
tive machine capable of executing the 
policies involved in raising the standard 
of living of the Egyptian people, and 
secondly, the removal from political 
parties of unsuitable persons and the re¬ 
organization of the parties on democratic 
and rational lines. 

Leading members of most of the parlies 
called on the Prime Minister to-day to discuss 
the implications of his statement. Afterwards 
they expressed their agreement with him on all 
points. Visitors from the Wafd party included 
Salah ed-Din, the former Foreign Minister, 
but neither Mustapha Nahas, the leader, nor 
Serag ed-Din, former Minister of the Interior. 

wirite disclaiming any intention of dissolving 
the political parties, General Neguib warned 
them again that the Army is in earnest about 
the purge. He went on to say that the Army 
had demanded from the Government measures 
designed to raise the standard of living of the 
people. Among these was one to restrict the 
amount of agricultural land which an indi¬ 
vidual might hold. This, the Commander-in- 
Chief stated, would narrow the gulf between 
the classes in Egypt; and in addition to 
benefiting the peasant it would bring about 
the diversion of investment to industry and so 
contribute to raising the standards of the town 

LANDLESS PEASANTS 

f The millions of landless peasants who work 

holding is less than the minimum for subsist¬ 
ence. constitute, of course. Egypt’s gravest 
social problem. The distribution of land is 
very uneven. According to an estimate just 
bifore the war, 0.5 per cent, of the landowners 
owned 37 per cent, of the land, while 93 per 
cent, of the landowners owned only 33 per cent. 

rbe redistribution of land is a measure alter 
Aly Maher's own heart, but the views of the 
Army and the Government on fiscal policy 
have still to be harmonized. General Neguib's 
proclamation this morning said t)ie Govern- 
m;nt had been asked not to have recourse to 
indirect taxes, such as those on tobacco, which 
fell more heavily on the poor than on the rich. 
A few days ago the Finance Minister an¬ 
nounced increases in Customs and Excise duty 
on tobacco which have been duly passed oo 
to the consumer. Customs and Excise duties 
account for about half the Egyptian budget 
revenues, but the Army's position appears to 
be that new sources of revenue, if needed, 
should take the form of direct taxation. 

Troops in tanks and cars reappeared in 
Cairo to-day and drove through the main 
streets with sirens screaming. General Neguib 
explained that the troops were on manoeuvres. 

It is hinted strongly in to-day's newspapers 
that it is not the intention either of Aly Maher 
or the Comraander-in-Chief to resume discus¬ 
sions on Anglo-Egyptian questions at least until 
further progress has been made in putting the 
Egyptian house in order. 

FRIENDSHIP WITH THE 
ENGLISH 

GEN. NEGUIB’S TRIBUTE 

General Neguib. speaking over Cairo 
radio last night, said: “ 1 assure every one 
that Egypt will always treasure the friend¬ 
ship of the people of England.” The 
Commander-in-Chief, who was being 
interviewed, spoke in English. 

He thanked foreign residents of Egypt for 
their support. Egypt, he said, was *' deter¬ 
mined to be worthy of the nation's glorious 
past and capable of participating in the 
security and peace of a belter world.” 

A commentator on Cairo radio last night 
described the proposed Middle East command 
as •• still-born ' and •• impracticable.” The 
commentator. Professor Hussein Kamel Selim. 
Dean of the Faculty of Commerce at Fuad 
University, said the British proposal meant 
" Inc survival of the old and strongly refuted 
conception that the Middle East is still a 
British sphere of influence, in whose defence 
Britain and her empire must play a leading 
role. But the rising tide of middle eastern 
nationalism was running strongly against 
Britain and she should bear in mind that she 
needed all her efforts to build up her own 
defence. 

•• The west is not strong enough to take on 
the defence of the Middle East besides other 
vulnerable areas of the world," the Professor 
said. “ The normal course is to help the 
Middle East to defend itself. No imperialist 
plan of defence can have the slightest chance! 
of success.”— Reuter. 

Cairo, Aug.. 12.—A number of transfers' 
among senior officials of the Ministry of the 
Interior were decided on at a meeting of the 
Cabinet late last night, and were announced 
early to-day.. Abdel Hadi Ghazali. Governor 
of the northern section of the Suez Canal zone, 
has been appointed Governor of Cairo in ■ 
succession to Kamel Gawish, who was detained! 
after General Neguib's coup. 

Other Changes include the appointment of 
General Abdel Fattah Nasr, chief of the 
auxiliary police, as commandant of Cairo city 
police, replacing Mahmoud Hassan Bagouri,! 
who becomes director of the Public Security. 
Department.— Reutr- 1 


KING OF JORDAN 
DEPOSED 


INCAPACITATED BY ILLNESS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

AMMAN, Auo. II 

After a private meeting of the two 
Houses of Parliament lasting for 10 hours 
to-day, the Government declared the 
termination of King Talal’s reign and pro¬ 
claimed his son, Crown Prince Hussein, 
King of the Hashimite Kingdom of 
Iordan. 

The Government later declared that as 
Prince Hussein is still under age, a 
regency council of three persons (the same 
three members of the previous regency 
council) has been appointed and the con¬ 
stitutional oath taken by the council in the 
presence of Parliament. 

, I" the extraordinary session held to-day 
by both Houses, Tewfik Pasha Abulhuda, the 
Prime Minister, said that King Tatal was no 
longer fit to exercise his constitutional powers 
and there was no use waiting for his recovery 
from bis schizophrenia. The Prime Minister 
submitted medical reports made recently on 
the King s health by the two Egyptian doctors 
who a month ago came to Amman to examine 
tne King, and other reports made by three 
Jordanian doctors—Jamil Tutunji, who was 
Minister of Health untU six months ago, 
Shawkat el Sati, doctor to the King and the 
j Royal Family, and Shawkat el Mufti, a senior 
medical officer of the health department. 

Both Houses formed a committee of three 
members of the House of Representatives 
and six of the Senate to study those medical 
reports, and after two hours the committee 
! gave a decision confirming the Prime Minister’s 


GEN. HARDING’S VISIT j 
Fayid, Aug. 11 .—General Sir John Harding, 
whose appointment as Chief of the Imperial 
£«nfel« « was announced recently, arrived 
hist mgbt at Fayid on a short nsit to the 
Suez Canal zone. During his stay he will 
visit military units and installations To¬ 
morrow’ accompanied by General Sir Brian: 
Robertson, Coramander-in-Chief, Middle East; 
Land Forces, General Harding will pay a one- ; 
day visit to Cyprus. There he will see the 
site of the proposed cantonment at Dekhcilia 
and me leave camp at Fama gusta.— Reutrr I 


debated, and by a majority it was resolved to 
jennmate the rule of King Tala] and proclaim 


THE NEW KING 

PRINCE HUSSEIN AT 
HARROW 

Amman, Aug. 11.—The new King has 
been at Harrow since last autumn, and is 
now with his mother, Queen Zain, in 
Lausanne. 

Before going to Harrow he was educated at 
Victoria College, Alexandria. Prince Hussein 
has been swiftly plunged into his country’s! 
affairs in the past year. He was standing beside' 
his grandfather, King Abdullah, when the 
King was assassinated in Jerusalem on July 
20 last year. He was proclaimed heir- 
apparent by royal decree on September 9 after 
the accession of his father. King Talal. 

King Talal’s illness—understood to be 
schizophrenia (split personality)—bas grown 
more senous over the past year. He had 
returned to Amman early last month after a 
stay in Europe, where he bad been advised to 
come to seek medical treatment. Before re¬ 
turning to Amman the King cabled to the 
Prime Minister: “ I am coming back to my 
country to put myself sincerely at your 
disposal.” 

Part of Article 28 of the Jordan constitu¬ 
tion says that in the event of the King being 
incapacitated by insanity the Council of 
Ministers shall immediately invite the House 
of Representatives to meet. If the illness is 
definitely confirmed the House of Representa¬ 
tives shall decide to depose the King and 
transfer the royal prerogative to his heir. 

Parliament appointed a committee of three 
senators and six deputies to study medical 
reports on the King and the Government’s 
explanations. The cMnmittee selected three 
Amman doctors, Dr. Tutunji, Dr. Sati. and 
Dr. Mufti, to examine reports made by 
the Egyptians, Dr. Muhammad Kamel, 

Dr. Khawii, and Dr. Yusif Baradeh. 

The Amman doctors decided that according to 
the Egyptian doctors' and their own examina¬ 
tions King Talal was incapacitated by insanity 
to such an extent that he could not govern 
and bear responsibilities. The committee asked 
Parliament “ with sorrow ” to accept what the! 
Government asked and terminate Talal's reign.' 

LOYALTY TO KING TALAL 

MANY DEMONSTRATIONS OF 
PUBLIC CONCERN 

King Talal, as .E mi r and King, bad the 
affection of his subjects, as was shown by many 
recent appeals to him to care for his health 


assassinated. Emir Naif fulfilled his duties 
loyally, and stepped down as soon as King 
Talal was able to return to his country. 

Talal was bom in Mecca and was pro¬ 
claimed Crown Prince in 1921. when Emir 
Abdullah became the ruler of Transjordan. 
I At 16 he went to England and spent two years 
at Sandhurst, returning to Amman to join the 
i Arab Legion as a cavalry officer. Later he was 
appointed by his father a judge of the tribal 
'courts, which dispense justice among nomads. 


was in a Swiss clinic undergoing treatment for 
his nervous ailment. He returned to Amman 
last September, and took the oath a few days 
later. The same month, accompanied by 
Queen Zain (a daughter of the Court Chamber- 
lain, Emir Jamil ibn Nasir), whom Talal had 
married in 1934, King Talal made a pilgrim¬ 
age to Mecca. Later, with their three sons, 
Hussein. Mohamed, and Hassan, they went 
on a Mediterranean cruise, visiting Italy, 
Switzerland, and France, and returning to 
Amman early last February. 

On May 18 the King went to Paris again, 
travelling with his wife and their two younger 
[sons and daughter. An official communique 
[ issued in Amman said that doctors bad advised 
the King to travel and rest. It was hoped he 
“ would return healthy to his loyal people.” 
A secret session of the Jordan House of Repre¬ 
sentatives was called on June 3 to consider a 
“ serious deterioration in King Talal's mental 
health.” The day after a “deputizing 
council ** of three was set up in Amman to 
act for King Talal, and Tewfik Abu el Huda. 
the Prime Minister, pledged loyalty to Talal— 
and to his successor “ if a cure comes late or 
is impossible.” Talal returned to his capital 
on July 3. Crowds demonstrated their loyalty 
with a great welcome.—Reuter. 
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give any real guidance. Yet, when the and economic reform. Under the old 
B>ven (much to the delight of rdgime Egypt was in a state which could 
a ?“ date i>’ 1136 general only get worse. There was no hope of 
“ a l° r > t y o£ *c. party was progress, no way of ending corruption. 
p , ed ? e to £ ve and one N .° one 1311 be sure how 018 new rdgime 
from which a future Labour Government will develop, but at any rate a fresh start 
wrn somehow have to extricate itself. has been offered and there are some signs 
As for the decision to reverse the atti- of promise which may increase if the cavil 
tude towards German rearmament that and military arms can work together in 
vras adopted by the Labour Government harmony until February, when elections 
when it was still in office, this was not, as for a new Parliament are to be held. 

has been widely suggested, a victory for ■ 

Mr. Bevan and his friends. There arc at 

least four main currents of opinion on this Withdrawal of King Talal 

n. ««. ,«««■«■ » u. 

strongest of these, yet the popular impres- COUDlr y last month as King, but no longer 
sion during the week before Parliament ruler, of Jordan, there has been no 
rose was that a majority of the Parlia- improvement in the nervous complaint 
mentary party had accepted his point from which he has suffered so long. 
°I^:._ The d,s<lm ? t abou .*. Gcrman Eavotian snecialists have visited him and 


least four main currents of opinion on this Withdrawal of King Talal 

n. ■ um ..««™a » u. 

strongest of these, yet the popular impres- COUDlr y last month as King, but no longer 
sion during the week before Parliament ruler, of Jordan, there has been no 
rose was that a majority of the Parlia- improvement in the nervous complaint 
““'"y Party had accepted his point from which he has suffered so long, 
rearmament withi^'toe VrhamemS? Speci h f 1 f x a , v , e v f ted and 

party is genuine and spontaneous enough, have beeD unablt “ hold out ^ hopes of 
but there was no reason why, if the leader- curing the ailment which has paralysed his 
ship had been more frank, this should ever judgment and prevented him from dealing 
have found expression in a form which with public affairs. Under the Joidan 

sSRjserssgrss 

policy, is not that Mr. BevaiJs ideas are “ Slnc0 ,un8 by a standing Council of 
gaming ground, but that' the accepted Re sency, where they must remain unto 
leaders seem, as a result of his campaign, there is an occupant of the throne who is 
to be suffering from indecision. Less and fit to exercise them. The Council of 
« ive a "y «!«" of the policy Regency has come t0 tte conclusion that 
*7.^'b 'o pursue. The two interim there is no longer any pinpose to be 
statements on foreign and home policy, serv.ed by prolonging the public hope that 
*e^e[d S oDen a m'MR n R^v.l KlNQ TuAL may recover, and that the 1 
anyrtibB he likiL A « v8 °teen-year-old Prince Hussein, his 

3S to SStmA !IXtoSS S srss Iss St 


ivthinv he likes " A rl^’rlt^Jni^f seve nteen-year-old Princb Hussein, his 
re m ore to Ure point tbtttt repotttiotts of 

JV"" “ i.S“S,tS 

dny w m m me party. jn an English public school and it is 

“- unlikely that he will exercise ruling powers 

New Brooms in Fovnt unt i , ne xt year, when he attains to the age 

S " tgypt which Islamic practice prescribes. 

It is eleven days since General Neguib, . The former King has become a tragic 
ho carried through the recent coup fi sure who merits the sympathy he will 
Elat which culminated in the abdication [ eceive from many both inside and outside 


New Brooms in Fnvnt untl1 next ye 3 ', when he attains to the age 

S " which Islamic practice prescribes. 

It is eleven days since General Nequib, . The former King has become a tragic 
who carried through the recent coup figure who merits the sympathy he will 
cCElat which culminated in the abdication F eceive from “any both inside and outside 
of Kino FABorne smnnopoH , h .., tX . bis country. He was a conscientious niler 
Povnfinn a , „/ u t so long as his health allowed, and his short 

E * yp ““Araiy woifidwiffidrawfromthe reign helped to remove distrmt ^t 
political field and allow the civil authon- some of Jordan’s neighbours harboured 
tics to get on with their own business, about the ambitious designs of his 
Tanks, guns, and troops vanished into brilliant father, Kino Abdullah. He 
barracks; the streets of Cairo and encouraged his Palestinian subjects to fee! 
Alexandria have resumed their normal 'hemselves as much citizens of Jordan as 
appearance under the supervision of the 1 $ ■“£““«* ****** 

.^ii- a _... j . . the east ot the river from whom King 

poll*. Yet the Amy still stands poised Abdullah built up the Joidanian nation, 
to intervene if need arises, and General His country stands indebted to him for the 
Neguib continues to insist in broadcasts way in which he held it together after 
and interviews that every aspect of public the initial shock of King Abdullah's 
life must be purified and that the lot of murder, 
the Egyptian people must be improved. 

He remains the driving force behind'the Grannie to the Rescue 
Cabinet Aly Maher’s recent statement . . 

of policy carefully conforms to «he J ™ ei ^ 

Army’s programme. wasted, the three_ sexagenarian sisters 

*> *i G r“; N ”"‘ ^SSSUSSS^SSS 


wasted; the three sexagenarian sisters 
from America who have been looking into 
the possibility of founding Grandmothers' 
Clubs in Great Britain and upon the 
Continent will take back to the head¬ 
quarters of their great movement a report 
fraught with interest. There can be no 
doubt that recent social trends have 


way altering it, there has in fact been a £ uan f rs 01 “ elr great movement a report 
profound change in political power, the douiu'ihaf soJIl^tre^^ave 

final results of which have still to appear. d bt that r ““‘ 8 ° c ‘ al *“ ds h ™ 
In the days of the former King the palace ^ "* aDced ***** of * e grand ' 
provided the main focus of political life mother m country. Gone, long gone, 
of the country. No Cabinet could last are da y s when she was a more than 
long without- royal support or royal matriarchal figure, tyrannous and exigent 
acquiescence, often accorded with little under het integument of shawls: idea in 
account of the real interests of Egypt machine who, as the apprehensive foot- 

Z’SfS£ taa-tot«™. a. 

stitutional functionrby removing, at least P a ^“ et t dartcd through her lorgnette in¬ 
juring the minority of the infant Kmo. SSSrfSjftSSltf 
the element of personal caprice. The asked of their parents many searchmg and 
change goes even farther. The composi- 

tipn of the new CouncU of Regency shows “ , '™ ews “ ded ’“° d ? ub ,'> amicab'y 
that the monarchy has been put, to all ct| ough, with marronr glacis all rounc 
intents and purposes, into commission; it i nd . a “ ,nvl “ don l ° *= P 3 " 1 ?™" 11 / nexl 
is now shared among the three elements Chnstmas, before the frail old lady wa: 


base fft^r hopes of a^^ffiedanl ~ siesta. Bu, Utere was no doub, 
progressive administration. Prince Abdul that “g? * ere a b « °£ an »rde^, and there 
Moniem, who is highly respected, repre- . stlU l8SS doub ' as “ who was the 

sen Is the ruling flntily. B^T-eL-Din dommant figure at ehem. I.wasGranme 
Barakhat represents the best types of 

independent and disinterested men of dea1 ’. Tbf re may still be, here and there, 
affairs. Colonel RaCHad Mehanna grandmotoers with silver-headed ebony 
represents the younger officers of the f anes 3 " d «ar-frumpets, fortified at need 
Army, the men who supplied the driving- by smelling-salts and accompanied by a 
force behind the demand for the aboUtion ^'°™ US P I F S ; jS 

of the old corrupt palace rdgime. h3ve d ' 5c f rd ' d ,he ? stage-properties ol 

This combination has already con- f ,d and *° hav , e assumed «be family 
vinced the Egyptian people that toe key ?£ rarch ? v a a, . h ° n “ humb ^ r .? nd 


to national'progress' lira j n dom ^t^ more active Once they summoned theii 
reforms. The present Cabinet, having £°S? y » * em > »the other way 

nothing to hide in the shape of shady rou , x d ' S ? 1 ” and tb'toer toe grand- 
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ALY MAHER’S 
POLICY 


ARMY TO SHARE IN 
COORDINATION 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Aug. 12 

General Neguib’s recent declaration 
that the Army had retired from politics 
appeared to be formally revoked to-night, 
when the Commander-in-Chief announced 1 
a decision to form a committee of military 
officers and Civil servants to coordinate) 
Government policy. 

This integration of the Army in the! 
Administration is probably a consequence of. 
the embarrassing disagreement which arose 
between the military leaders and the Govern-! 
ment over the increase in tobacco duties. It 
is becoming clearer that General Neguib and 
the group of officers advising him regard the 
responsibilities of the Army as extending 
beyond the reform of public life to social, 
economic, and agrarian conditions. Their| 
enthusiasm for the cause of the poor against 
the rich is doubtless shared by Aly Maher, the 
Prime Minister. Without some coordinating 
machinery, however, there is obvious scope for 
differences on questions of pace and method 
between the Army and the more expert 
Ministers and officials of the civil Government. 

General Neguib visited the Prime Minister 
this morning to discuss land reform, and after¬ 
wards assured reporters that the Array and 
the Government were in perfect accord. Earlier 
some excitement had been caused by the pub¬ 
lication of a draft decree, said to have been 
prepared by the Army, providing for the break¬ 
up of large estates and the allocation of hold¬ 
ings to landless labourers and peasants. 

The Government was to be entitled to buy 
up for redistribution all land held by indi¬ 
viduals or companies in excess of 200 acres 
at prices based on the average market value 
of land during the three years imme¬ 
diately preceding the war. The value of land 
in Egypt, which roughly follows the movement 
of cotton prices, has more than doubled since 
then. 

GEN. NEGUIB’S DENIAL 

The Commander-in-Chief denied the Army’s 

parentage of the draft decree, saying that the 
military had submitted the principle to the 
Government, and left the details to be decided 
by the competent authorities. Should the 
Government consider that 500 acres would be 
an appropriate figure for the maximum hold¬ 
ing, it was free to legislate accordingly. If 
it preferred to make the limit 200 acres, it 
was free to do so. The General is also 
reported as saying that, if the Government 
fixed the limit at an even lower figure, so 
much the better. 

The number of estates over 200 acres is 
comparatively small—perhaps no more than 
two to three thousand. However, these include 
. the most scientifically cultivated land in 
i Egypt, Apart from the financial problems in- 
! volved, ways and means of breaking up estates 
without a damaging impact on agricultural 
production will not easily be devised. 

Aly Maher has reorganized the sugar ration¬ 
ing system so as to give every individual an 
equal amount at a controlled price. Hitherto 
rations have been related to the individual's 
social responsibilities. 

It was announced in Cairo to-night that the 
British Government have given their agree- 
; ment to the appointment of Mahmoud Fawzi, 
hitherto permanent delegate to the United 
Nations, as Egyptian Ambassador in London, 
in succession, to Abdel Fattah Amr. 


PURGE COMMITTEES 
SET UP 


WIDE POWERS GRANTED 

Cairo, Aug. 12.—The Cabinet to-night 
created seven committees with sweeping 
powers to purge the public life of the 
nation, with retrospective effect to 1939. 
This action came only a few hours after 
a Cabinet decision to restrict land owner* 
ship. 

The committees were given powers of pre¬ 
cautionary arrest and imprisonment pending 
trial in the case of any person alleged to have 
participated in widespread corruption. They 
will be entitled to enforce all administrative 
penalties, including dismissal, retirement, down¬ 
grading, and lodging of criminal charges. 

Each committee will be empowered to com¬ 
mit for trial in the courts any person it deems 
guilty of abuse of public office during the past 
13 years. 

An announcement from the Prime Mini¬ 
ster's office called upon all Egyptians and 
foreigners to help the committees to investi¬ 
gate corruption by submitting any evidence 
they may have concerning officials guilty of 
accepting bribes, abusing the privileges of 
office, or participating in criminal acts of any 
kind .—Associated Press. 
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RIOTS IN EGYPTIAN TEXTILE 
CENTRE 


“TREASON” WARNING TO WORKERS 

Rioting occurred yesterday in the Egyptian textile centre of 
Kafr el Dawar, near Alexandria. Troops were called out to quell 
disturbances among millworkers, who are demanding higher wages 
and better conditions. ° 

An announcement later from General Neguib’s headquarters 
warned the public that future disorders or infringements of public 
security would be treated as high treason. 


TROOPS FIRE ON 
CROWDS 


ORDER RESTORED 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, Aug. 13 

A stern warning was issued by general 
headquarter? of the Egyptian armed 
forces this evening after news had been 
received of serious industrial disturbances 
earlier in the day in the textile centre of 
Kafr el Dawar, near Alexandria. It 
stated: — 

“ As the country is passing through a 
period of reconstruction and development, 
which necessitates that every person main¬ 
tains perfect calm so that order may re¬ 
place chaos and corruption and the autho¬ 
rities be given an opportunity of carrying 
out reforms for the welfare of the whole 
people, the Commander-in-Chief hereby 
warns all sections of the population, and 
particularly employees, that any act of 
disorder or infringement of public security 
will be considered as an act of high treason, 
the penalty for which is well known 
to you all” 

WAGE DEMANDS 

The announcement added that com¬ 
plaints submitted through the legitimate 
channels would be considered, but order 
must be maintained at any price. The 
people were now forewarned and would 
have no ground for protest if the most 
severe punishment was inflicted in con¬ 
sequence of their disregard of this 
warning. 

Troops were sent from Alexandria to 
quell the riot at Kafr el Dawar. The 
trouble began with a demonstration by the 
night shift at the Misr Spinning Com¬ 
pany’s mills, in support of long-standing 
demands for higher wages and improved 
conditions. 

The complete accuracy of the detailed 
reports reaching Cairo cannot be vouched 
for, but the police, when called to the 
mills, are said to have been received with 
volleys of stones; as a result one con¬ 
stable was killed and nine were injured. 
The rioters then proceeded to set fire to the 
mills. The police opened fire and 25 
workers were wounded; one of them has 
died. 

At 3 a.m. troops arrived from Alex¬ 
andria in Bren carriers and surrounded 
the factory. They were attacked -with 
stones by rioters in side streets and two 
soldiers are said to have been fatally 
injured. The troops opened fire and dis¬ 
persed the crowds. The commanding 
officer ordered the closing of the Misr 
spinning mills and the Beida Dyers’ and 
Misr rayon factories near by. 

It is stated that employees of the Misr 
spinning mills have been in a state of 
unrest for some time, owing to their pay 
and conditions being inferior to those of 
the employees of the Beida Dyers’ and 
Misr rayon concerns. They demand a 
wage of 25 piastres (about 5s.) a day, com- 
pared with 12 to 18 piastres being paid at 


present, and a month’s holiday with pay 
instead of four days. Hussein Sirry, when 
Prime Minister, is said to have promised 
to look into their grievances, but his 
Government fell before any action had 
been taken. 

The situation at Kafr el Dawar is now 
reported quiet. Troops are patrolling the 
town and agents of the Parquet (police 
headquarters) from Alexandria are 
investigating the causes of the disturbance. 
The number of arrests is said to run into 
hundreds. Estimates of damage running 
into six figures are thought to be 
exaggerated. 

INCREASED TAXATION 

The Government has announced 
increased direct taxation, with a view to 
promoting social justice and fortifying the 
budget revenues. The rates of ordinary 
income tax are raised slightly on incomes 
of _ over £800 (Egyptian). Income tax 
levies on the liberal professions are raised 
from 10 to 11 per cent. “Progressive 
tax ”—roughly equivalent to the British 
surtax is.raised substantially on incomes 
of £5,000 and above. Formerly the rates 
ranged from 20 per cent, on incomes 
between £5,000 and £10,000 to 70 per 
cent. on.incomes of £50,000 or more. Now 
they range from 25 to 80 per cent. The 
tax on commercial profits is raised from 
16 to 17 per cent A 10 per cent, tax is 
to be levied on money transferred abroad 
by travellers who are leaving Egypt on 
holiday or permanently. The tax does 
not apply to commercial transfers. 
LOWER RENTS 

The newspapers publish the text of a draft 
decree under consideration by the Govern¬ 
ment for a universal reduction in house rents 
The proposed reductions range from 30 per 
cent, for low-rented dwellings to 10 per cent 
on rents over £25 a month. The pay of a 
private soldier has been raised from £1.25 a 
month to £2. Rises have also been granted 
to non-commissioned officers, and family 
allowances have been introduced. 

The British Ambassador flew to Fayid to- 
day for one of the periodic meetings of the 
British defence coordination committee 
Brigadier Goulbum, the British Military 
Attache, made a courtesy call on General 
Neguib, the Commander-in-Chief. 

Mr. Creswell, Minister at the British 
Embassy, has again taken up with the Foreign 
Minister the case of Dr. Bissy, the Egyptian 
translator at the Embassy who is still in gaol 
for allegedly inciting Egyptians to return to 
their employment with the British forces in the 
canal zone. The hearing of Dr. Bissy’s appeal 
against a sentence of a year’s imprisonment 
has been twice postponed. 

MILITARY TRIBUNAL 

Alexandria, Aug. 13.— Aly Maher, the 
Prime Minister, in a statement to-night after 
Cabinet had discussed the rioting at Kafr 
el Dawar, said: “ At a time when the Govern¬ 
ment took speedy and decisive action to rid 
Egyptian society of elements of unrest and 
causes of complaint, by a series of social legis¬ 
lation which strengthened the administrative 
system .and ensured social justice to all citizens 
particularly the worker and the fellah, at this 
time this group of workers undertook its odd 
action. 

Stating that the Public Prosecutor had been 
ordered to open an immediate inquiry into the 
riots, Aly Maher added that those guilty of 

the disorders would be “ mercilessly punished ” 
A military tribunal had been ordered to the 
scene.— Reuter . 
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GEN. NEGUIB AND EGYPTIAN 
LABOUR TROUBLES 


WARNING TO POLITICIANS 

General Neguib, the Egyptian Commander-in-Chief, said yester¬ 
day that certain persons who had relations with political parties were 
behind recent labour disturbances in the country, and the Govern¬ 
ment intended to make an example of them. 

i he reaction of the Army to labour troubles is expected 
to give an impetus to the pace of social and economic change and 
increase the strains between the Army and the politicians. 


MILITARY COURT 
TAKES OATH 

NO APPEAL FROM 
SENTENCES 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Aug. 14 

The military court set up to try the 
leaders of the disturbances at the Misr 
spinning mills at Kafr-el-Dawar, near 
Alexandria, which resulted in several 
deaths and the destruction of property, 
was sworn in before the Prime Minister, 
Aly Maher, in- his capacity as Military 
Governor-General to-day. No appeal will 
be permitted against the sentences of the 
court. 

A statement by the Minister of Social 
Affairs suggests that there has been labour 
unrest recently in other industrial centres, 
not always connected with demands for 
better wages and conditions. It is reported 
from Alexandria that workmen at some 
textile mills there tried to stage demon¬ 
strations to-day but were dispersed and 
their leaders arrested. It is to be supposed 
that the Army movement has given a fillip 
to revolutionary sentiment. The authori¬ 
ties suspect that this is being capitalized 
by elements hostile to the present regime. 

OFFICE SURROUNDED 

General Neguib, the Commander-in- 
Chief, is quoted as saying to-day that cer¬ 
tain persons who had relations with 
political parties were behind the disturb¬ 
ances, and the Government would make 
an example of them. 

Troops surrounded the office of the 
Wafd newspaper Al Misri in Cairo this 
afternoon, but that is said to have been 
connected, not with the Kafr-el-Dawar 
disturbances, but with the publication of 
a report that the Government plans to 
dismiss a large number of superfluous 
officials. This repor. was regarded by the 
military authorities as unfounded and 
damaging to^ the Army’s movement, and 
the Al Misri office is being searched for 
the sources of its information. ! 

Observers believe the Government and 
the Army can maintain law and order in 
Egypt if, as seems to be the case, they 
are determined to do so. The reaction of 
the Army to labour troubles may, how¬ 
ever, be to give an impetus to the pace of 
social and economic change and the clean¬ 
up of the political and official stage. That 
might increase the strains between the; 
Army and the Aly Maher Government j 


and between the Army and the political 
parties, which display no haste to obey the 
Army injunction to purge themselves. 
fk A | rou P °f 14 or 15 young officers advising 
me Commander-in-Chief are in a hurry to 
bu j ld a new Egypt based on their conception 
or social justice, equality, and morality, and 
are pressing for an immediate clean sweep 
°V* guard of politicians and officials 
ana all they stood for. The suggested land 
retorm, to which the Army attaches particular 
importance, has a political as well as a welfare 
aspect. The landed estates have long been 
me citadels of privilege and political power 
in Egypt. Ministers who have governed since 
the war and senators and deputies were drawn 
m the main from the land-owning classes. 

A civilian Government’s approach to the 
problems , involved in building a new Egypt 
is tor practical and political reasons more 
cautious. Aly Maher would not have been 
adverse from basing his position as Prime 
Mtruster on the support of tne political parties, 
though these are not particularly reformist 
m outlook, as well as on the Army. But there 
are signs—in the objection taken by the Army 
o the tobacco tax and in the publication of 
the draft decree on the distribution of land— 
that the Army has been putting on pressure. 
Oeneral Neguib said to-day that the draft 
decree was obviously “a blow to sofhe 
.wealthy persons” and was still under con- 
Sl °® r ^ tIon by the Government. “But,” he 
added, * nothing will make the Army back 
out from the path of reform and social justice 
for all citizens alike.” 

ECONOMIC COMMITTEES 

. ^i e Army officers are of course anxious that 
the Army should not lose through any action 
or inaction by the Government any of the 
popularity it won by dethroning King Farouk. 
A tendency towards the assumption by the 
Army of more direct control over the Govem- 
ment is anticipated by some observers. 

The group of officers round General Neguib 
already have their- social, economic, agricul- 
tuial, and other committees, which occupy 
themselves with the preparation of legislative 
projects to be suggested to Aly Maher. 

Aly Maher and General Neguib to-day re¬ 
s 'wtd Sayed Abdullah el-Fedal, the son 
ot Mahdi Pasha, who is about to return to 
the Sudan after a stay here for medical treat- 
Sayed Abdullah said afterwards that 
u had been agreed to postpone resumption of 
the Egyptian-Sudanese talks. Aly Maher had 
given Turn a message to Mahdi Pasha saying 
that he hoped that they would meet in Egypt 
soon. A delegation from the pro-Egyptian 
Sudanese “ United Front ” was also received 
by Aly Maher and the General, 

STATE OF EMERGENCY IN 
ALEXANDRIA 

Kafr-el-Dawar, Aug. 14. —The military 
court opened its proceedings to-night, when 
more than 50 workers were put on trial in 
connexion with yesterday’s disorders. 

A state of emergency was declared in 
Alexandria, though General Neguib announced 
that the riot area was under control.— Reuter. 

Cairo, Aug. 14.—The Government to-night 
resmposed censorship of outgoing Press mes¬ 
sages, four days after announcing the ending 
of the system.— Reuter. 
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warning by gen. 

NHGUIB 

NO TOLERATION OF 
DISORDERS 

From Our Own Correspondent 

... . i CAIRO, Auo. 15 

General Neguib (billed a . Press confer¬ 
ence to-day to repeat his warning that 
anyone causing, disorders would be dealt 
with mercilessly. “I shall sacrifice the 
individual to preserve the millions,” he 
said. 

The Commander-in-Chief was evidently 
concerned, however, to reduce tension in the 
country, for he withdrew the statements 
attributed to him yesterday connecting the 
Egyptian political parties with the outbreak of 
violence at the Kafr-el-Dawar mills. The 
general public attempted to identify these 
parties with the Wafd in particular, especially 
after news had; been received from Kafr-el- 
Dawar of the arrest of the chairman of the 
local Wafd committee. 

General Neguib said he hoped for a good 
result from a conference he had held with 
Egyptian employers in Cairo last night. He 
had asked them to avoid giving their em¬ 
ployees causes of grievance, for they might 
fall a prey to unscrupulous agitators. Public 
security, he said, was the weak point in the 
Army’s movement for reform in Egypt “ in 
the sense that, if we do not succeed in main¬ 
taining order, foreign Powers will seize the 
opportunity to intervene in our affairs.” 

WORKERS’ INTERESTS 

Newspapers echo General Neguib’s anger 
that a movement which has achieved so much 
without bloodshed should have been disfigured 
by the Kafr-el-Dawar incidents. A setback is 
feared to the efforts of, the Army and the 
Government to restore the confidence of the 
foreign investor. Commentators regret that 
workmen should have resorted to force where 
there is a Government in power that has at 
heart the interest of the workers and the 
fellaheen as against those of the landlords and 
the capitalists. Vigorous punishment of those 
responsible is demanded as the only means 
of obviating the danger that a national move- 
metu will degenerate into anarchy. 

A state of alert was proclaimed in Alex- 
andria and Port Said after the disturbances 
at Kafr-el-Dawar, and the Government 
stopped leave for all officials at the Ministry 
ai the Interior. The cause of the trouble 
remains obscure, but the demonstration may 
have been precipitated by’the circulation of 
a report—which in fact was inaccurate—that 
the employees of another textile concern in 
the_ same, group as the Misr spinning mills 
had just had their wages' demand rejected by 
the employers. 

Aly Maher,’ the Prime’Minister, developing 
bis attack on the cost of living, has decided 
to reduce the price of cooking oil. The news¬ 
papers forecast death duties ranging from 10 
Per «»<• on fortunes between £E5,000 and 

t0 , 4 ® P er ccnt - on fortunes of 
£E100,000 and more. 
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THE R.A.F. IN MALAYA 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir,—Your Singapore Correspondent in the 
first of his articles on the Malayan emergency, 
published in your issue of August 11, stated 
that, as a result of General Tempter’s activities, 
the energies of the administration and security 
forces were being concentrated to end the 
emergency. He went on: —“ It is possible 
that ... the Air Force may even fly the 
usual sorties during the week-end.” I am 
glad to be able to provide facts and figures 
that totally disprove this regrettable aspersion 
on the activities of both the Royal Air Force 
and the Royal Australian Air Force in Malaya. 
In the six months ended August 10 Lincolns 
of the R.Jk.A.F. and Brigands, Hornets, 
Sunderlands, and Vampires of the R.A.F. have 
flown 367 offensive sorties on Saturdays and 
Sundays alone. In addition, R.A.F. Valettas 
and R.A.A.F. Dakotas have made 105 supply¬ 
dropping sorties during week-ends in the same 
period. The flgures do not include recon¬ 
naissance flights by Mosquitoes and Spitfires 
which have been carried out each week-end 
directly the need arose. The same holds good 
for all public holidays. A number of aircraft 
are kept, at a state of immediate readiness 
every week-end, as on week-days, and it can be 
emphatically stated that the R.A.F. and the 
R.A.A.F. Have promptly answered every call 
for offensive support or supply-dropping made 
to them, irrespective of whether the calls were 
made during the week-end or not. 

Yours faithfully, 

L. M. MacBRIDE, Chief' Information 
Officer. 

Air Ministry, Whitehall, S.W.l. 

— — , 

CATHEDRAL FOR SOUTHERN 
SUDAN 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir,—Manj; know of the great contribution 
made by Britain in the Condominium rule 
over the Sudan during, the first half of this 
century. The development of the Sudanese 
people towards political maturity will reach 
an important stage by the end of this year. 
I believe it will prove to be one of the great 
achievements in our history. This steady 
growth towards self-government and self- 
determination has gone on quietly and little 


noticed. At the same time, and almost entirely 
unnoticed, an indigenous Church, chiefly 
among the pagan tribes of the south, has 
been developing towards maturity since the 
early days when, in 1905, Llewellyn Gwynne, 
later to become first Bishop in Egypt and the 
Sudan, led the pioneer party of the Gordon 
Memorial Sudan Mission up the White Nile 
from Khartoum. This Church, consisting as 
it now. does of nearly 1,000 congregations, 
with 12. native-born clergy, has also been 
moving towards self-government and self- 
support under the Archbishop of Canterbury 
in the great fellowship of the Anglican Com¬ 
munion. Already the support of its ordained 
ministry* and the work of village evangelism 
are entirely the responsibility of the Church 
in the Sudan. Some who have been trained 
in the mission schools of the south now repre¬ 
sent their people in the Legislative Assembly; 
some will be in the new Parliament. 

Politically the future of the southern Sudan 
is bound up with the .northern Sudan, but 
ecclesiastically it is clear that the Church in 
the Moslem north and that in thepagan south 
will develop as separate dioceses, .particularly 
m view'' of the fact that the present diocese 
of the Sudan covers an area of nearly a 
million square miles and that Juba, in the 
south, is separated from Khartoum by more 
than 1,000 miles on the normal river route. 
The time has come, therefore, to build a 
cathedral in Juba as the headquarters of the 
Church in the south. Juba is the headquarters 
of the large southern province of Equatoria, 
the terminus of the White Nile steamer . rout e, 
and an important airport on the trans-African 
air route. Plans have been prepared and 
passed by the special committee set up for, 
the purpose, and the estimated cost at present 
prices is £35,000, towards which more than 
£1,000 has already been raised locally by the 
Christian community. I believe the local 
Churches will play their pan in the provision 
of both money and labour and materials. I 
am also convinced that there are many 
interested in the Sudan and its future who will 
have both the vision and the desire to share 
with this very young Church in the building 
of its central place of worship and of Christian 
witness. 


Contributions may be sent to me personally 
or to the honorary treasurer for the United 
Kingdom, Gnptain R.. C. Cooke,' Parsonage 
House, Finchingfield, Essex. . 


■ -1 am yours faithfully, 

A. MORRIS GELSTHORPE, 
Bishop m the ,£udan. 7 

The Clergy House, Khartoum, 
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MEDITERRANEAN FLEET 
MOVEMENTS 


U.S„ WARSHIPS LEAVING 

MALTA 


FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

MALTA, Aug. 17 

The British Mediterranean Fleet has returned 
from its period of standby. duty in Egypt. 
The cruiser Glasgow, with Vice-Admiral 
R. A. B. Edwards, and the minelayer Manx¬ 
man entered harbour on Thursday. With 
them came 620 men of the 'Highland Light 
Infantry, and 240 more Highlanders, with 95 
vehicles, arrived on Friday on board the tank 
landing ship Dieppe. The frigate Cygnet 
arrived on Thursday, and the aircraft-carrier 
Glory, the cruiser Cleopatra, the destroyers 
Cheviot, Chieftain, and • Chevron, and the 
frigate Peacock all returned on Friday. 

The U.S. heavy cruiser Salem, flying the 
flag of Vice-Admiral Cassady and accom¬ 
panied by the U.S. ships wasp, Fremont, 
Newman K. Perry, Lloyd, San Marcos, 
Navarro, and Marquette, leaves Malta 
to-morrow after a five-day visit. The Canadian 
aircraft-carrier Magnificent leaves here on 
Tuesday. 

All warships in harbour were dressed overall 
on Thursday, Pakistan Independence Day; the 
warships in harbour included HJVI.P.S. Tariq 
and Tughril.__ 
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AMBASSADOR IN 
CAIRO 

RE-ACCREDITING OF 
,SIR R. STEVENSON 


KING FUAD’S TITLE 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Aug. 17 

The British Ambassador, on leaving the 
Presidency to-day after a visit to Aly 
Maher, said to reporters that he had pre¬ 
sented his new letters of credence yester¬ 
day in accordance with the customary 
procedure. It is understood that they 
were conveyed to the Foreign Ministry, 
which has transmitted them to the 
Council of Regency. 

The accreditation, it was learned, is by 
Queen Elizabeth to King Ahmed Fuad II, 
Without reference to the title of King of 
Egypt and the Sudan. The Egyptian Gov¬ 
ernment, recognizing that the question of 
the Sudan was in dispute between the two 
countries, had previously agreed to accept 
letters of credence in that form from the 
United Kingdom. It is thought here that 
the British Government will feel that they 
can accept the Egyptian Ambassador’s 
accreditation from the King of Egypt and 
the Sudan, subject to the publicly or 
privately expressed reservation that, in 
their view, recognition of the title is 
subject to its advance acceptance by the 
Sudanese. 

LEGAL ADVICE 

The legal experts are understood to have 
advised that, once ambassadors have been 
accredited between States, re-acercditation on 
the occasion of a change of the head of a 
State is a ceremonial and personal action 
which, though customary, at least between 
monarchies, is not legally necessary. The 
United States and some other Governments 
do not re-accredit their diplomatists in such 
circumstances. Acceptance by both the 
British and Egyptian Governments of the 
implications of the experts’ advice may, how- 
ever, be regarded as reflecting the exercise of 
good will on both sides to avoid what could 
have been an awkward fence in Angio- 
Egyplian relations at the outset of the new 
regime here. 

Sayed el-Fadl, leader of Mahdi. Pasha’s 
delegation here, issued a statement before 
leaving Cairo for Khartoum yesterday in which 
he referred to ihe refusal of the Sudanese 
delegation to accept provisionally a common 
Crown of Egypt and the Sudan pending self- 
determination in the Sudan. It was in the 
interest of both parties, he said, that the ques¬ 
tion of their mutual relations should not be 
raised through a provisional procedure that 
would be harmful to these relations. 

The attitude of the Mahdi’s delegation does 
not, however, appear to carry great weight with 
Egyptian official circles. A spokesman of the 
Foreign Ministry is quoted as remarking that 
Sayed cl-Fadl's statement represented only the 
views of “ the separatists in the Sudan.” 

Sir Ralph Stevenson’s call, on Aly Maher 
to-day was in connexion with olher outstand¬ 
ing questions, including the cases of the dis¬ 
missed British officials and compensation for 
loss of life and damage to property in Cairo 
on January 26. 

ARMY AND FELLAHEEN 

A military spokesman has said that in view 
of the outbreak of violence at Kafr-el-Dawar 
last week the first objective which the Egyptian 
Army’s movement had now set itself was that 
of giving a decent existence to the fellaheen 
and industrial workers. The spokesman 
recognized that the Army was only at the 
beginning of an arduous task. As observers 
here see it. General Neguib and his officers 
can now enter the field in which results are 
not to be achieved by the movement of troops, 
and in which they cannot expect the unani¬ 
mous support given by the public for the 
dethronement of King Farouk. In particular, 
the projected land reform, if enacted in any¬ 
thing like the form of the published draft 
decree, is likely to evoke a great deal of oppo¬ 
sition • from within the Wafd and other 
Egyptian parties. 

To offset that the Army has the support 
of the Muslim Brotherhood and extreme left 
elements, but too much reliance on either 
could prejudice the stability and security for 
which it stands. The Army's other asset in 
the political field is the popularity, prestige, 
and experience of the Prime Minister. Smooth 
progress towards the realization of the Army’s 
aims would appear to depend in large part 
on a dear delimitation of functions between 
the Army leadership and the strong-minded 
Aly Maher. The Prime Minister shares the 
Army's reformist views, but is emphatically a 
man who prefers to write his own policies. 
General Neguib and Aly Maher had a long 
meeting to-day, at the end of which the 
Commander-in-Chief said that they were in 
perfect accord._ 


1 



Ambassador In Cairo. 

From Our Own Correspondent 

The Times (London, England),Monday, Aug 18, 1952; pg. 4; Issue 52393. 
Category: News 

Gale Document Number:CS69160722 


2 



EGYPTIAN RIOTER 
TO BE HANGED 

SENTENCE READ TO 
WORKERS 


GEN. NEGUIB’S WARNING 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, Auc. 18 

I Sentence of death on Mustafa 
! Mohammed Khamis, the first of the work¬ 
men to be tried for leading the disorders 
! at the Misr spinning mills last week, was 
read by the supreme military tribunal, in 
the presence of the mill workers, at Kafr 
el Dawar to-day. On the same occasion 
a message was read from General Neguib, 
the Commander-in-Chief, saying: 

Some persons without faith in their God or 
country have succumbed to the intrigues of 
instigators, and will pay the penalty. The 
Prophet, after the conquest of Mecca, ordered 
! that rioters who stood in the way of reform 
should be killed. We have, with God's blessing 
and the people’s support, set foot on the path 
of reform. 

The armed forces, which carried out this 
movement in the name of the people and 
for their well-being, will always be vigilant 
to destroy anyone attempting treachery against 
the country or people. This criminal (Khamis) 
has caused the death of three soldiers and 
three civilians. He is a traitor to the nation, 
and it is only just to eliminate him from the 
nation for the well-being of the nation. 

The verdict and sentence are under¬ 
stood to have been confirmed by both 
the Commander-in-Chief and the Prime 
Minister, Aly Maher, in his capacity as 
Military Governor-General under martial 
law. Their decision indicates a firm 
determination on the part of the new 
rdgime to maintain public security. 
DIFFICULT DECISION 

It cannot have been an easy one to 
take. This is the first act of severity since 
the Army's movement began, and it has 
been directed against a member of the 
1 working classes, to which the movement 
particularly appeals for its support. 

To-day die regime published its first 
budget, which is balanced at £E206ra. The 
details show that the Government and Army 
are more concerned to lay a sound financial 
basis for social and economic advance than to 
win immediate popularity. 

A prospective deficit of £E57m. in 1952-53 
has been eliminated by resort to new or addi¬ 
tional taxes and other expedients estimated 
to add £E14m. to the revenue, and by econo¬ 
mies in expenditure amounting to £E43m. The 
major economies in expenditure are made 
under the headings of general expenses of 
government <£E14m.) and public works 
(£E20m,). The armed forces appear to have 
accepted a cut of £E8m., which presumably 
, will be at the expense of re-equipment. 

In the past, Egyptian Finance Ministers 
have usually budgeted for a deficit to be met 
i by drafts from a reserve fund. The budget 
for 1951-52, enacted by the Wafd Govem- 
|tncnt when cotton prices were soaring, pro¬ 
vided for expenditure of £E231m. The 
estimate was in fact substantially exceeded. 
On the other hand revenue receipts fell below 
the budget estimate, and the net deficit at 
the end of the year amounted to the unprece¬ 
dented sum of £E39m. 

NEED FOR ECONOMY 

The reserve fund of some £E80m. is under¬ 
stood to be almost wholly committed by this 
time in long-term agricultural loans or short¬ 
term advances for various purposes. Dr. El 
Emary, the Finance Minister, recognizes with 
regret that these economies may involve the 

further postponement of productive under¬ 
takings. 

The regime's decision on land reform, to 
which the Army is deeply and drastically com¬ 
mitted, is expected from day to day. Two 
of the Regents, with General Neguib and 
officers of his staff, the president and vice- 
president of the Council of State, the Prime 
Minister, and the Ministers of Finance and 
Social Affairs, were in conference on the 
question for five hours to-day. 

, There is evidence in the Press of much 
difference of opinion both on the principle 
and method of redistribution of land. General 
Neguib is quoted as saying that there was 
no question of Communist measures. 

Newspapers to-day discuss the question of 
who governs Egypt. If it is the Army, writes 
Abdel Kaddous in Rose el Youssej. why not 
a military Cabinet ? If it is Aly Maher, why 
not give him all the responsibility, within the 
general principles of the movement ? If it is 
both the Army and Aly Maher, why not a joint 
military and civilian Cabinet ? The fact that 

fields of responsibility have not been precisely 

defined opens up fissures in the ranks. 

Aly Amin, writing in AI Akhbar. says that 
prompt and firm decisions are needed in 
revolutions . . . the leader ought to have ail 
the cards in his own hand. 
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ISRAEL AND SYRIAN 
“ THREATS ” 


PROTEST BEING* SENT TO 
SECURITY COUNCIL 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT ■ 

TEL AVIV, Aug. 19 

The Israeli Foreign Ministry has 
announced the intention of the Govern¬ 
ment to protest to the Security Council 
against statements made by Colonel 
Sheshekly, Chief of Staff and deputy Prime 
Minister of Syria, at Homs military 
academy last Friday. 

According to reports from Damascus, he 
said that the Middle East could not hold both 
Jews and Arabs. “ Either the Arabs will be 
•thrown into the sea,” he declared, “or the 
Jews will leave Palestine and return to their 
homes.” This statement, says the Foreign 
Ministry, represents a serious violation of the 
armistice agreement, which explicitly forbids 
the use of threats. 

The Ministry’s announcement coincided with 
the introduction into the Knesset of amend¬ 
ments providing for extension of military ser¬ 
vice from two years to 30 months for men in 
the age groups 18 to 26, and from 18 months to 
two years for all men aged 27 to 29 inclusive. 

In a comment on Egypt, Mr. Ben-Gurion 
told the Knesset that Israel had no quarrel with 
that country. Cooperation between the two 
countries would help the present rulers of Egypt 
to overcome their political and social problems 
and to strengthen their international status. 

* The transition period in Egypt is full of 
possibilities, both favourable and unfavourable, 
and we must watch the situation vigilantly,” 
he remarked. There was no basis for terri¬ 
torial, political, or economic conflict between 
the two countries. 

On a number of occasions Mr. Ben-Gurion 
has made it clear that he regards Egypt as the 
key to Israel-Arab relations, and believes that 
a working agreement with that country should 
be sought at the first opportunity. 
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PRINCE MOHAMED ALPS 

RETURN TO CAIRO 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Aug. 19 

Prince Mohamed Ali, the heir apparent, 
returned to Egypt to-day from Europe, where 

he had been oy holiday. He was met at the 
international airport her.* by the first chamber- 
lain, representing the Council of Regency. 
The Prince’s visitors later included Prince 
Abdul Moneim, president of the Council of 
Regency, and the British and Turkish 
Ambassadors. 
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Imperi al and Foreign 
army service 

m ISRAEL 


PERIOD EXTENDED BY 
SIX MONTHS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

TEL AVIV, Aug. 20 

The Knesset last night accepted the 
Government’s proposals for an extension 
of the period of compulsory military train¬ 
ing by six months. The voting was 70 in 
favour and 11 against. All the Opposition 
groups except the Communists and the, 
extreme left-wing Mapam supported the 
measure. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion, who wound up the debate, 
emphasized the educative value of the army 
at a time when the naUon of Israel was a 
heterogeneous collection of varying cultures 
and diverse national habits. Israel could not 
wait, he said, on the slow process which had 
moulded other peoples into national units. 
“ Only the army can provide the framework 
and machinery for speeding up this process.” 

The Prime Minister’s conciliatory references 
to the present rulers of Egypt and his offer 
of a peace settlement—contained in his speech 
introducing the military service amendments 
—have roused a good deal of comment here. 
The coalition and independent Press have 
welcomed his initiative as a timely act of 
statesmanship ; but the Genera! Zionist organ 
Haboker sees in it merely characteristic sym¬ 
pathy for “ revolutionary ” movements—■“ a 
habit formed by Mr. Ben-Gurion and his 
colleagues of Mapai Party in the days of the 
Spanish civil war.” The extreme left wing 
Press sees the imperialist hand of the west 
behind the approach to Egypt and detects in 
the offer of Israeii-Egyptian understanding a 

dire threat to the Soviet Union. 

NEED OF BASES 

No diplomatic initiative is likely at this 
stage to follow Mr. Ben-Gurion’s statement 
in the Knesset. It is recognized, however, 
that the Prime Minister, while not committing 
himself to any premature judgment on likely 
Egyptian policy, has been far-sighted enough 
to observe at ieast a reasonable chance that 
the Egyptian rulers may be bent upon improv¬ 
ing their external relations, if only as a means 
of stabilizing internal conditions in the 
country. 

It is also pointed out here that the coinci¬ 
dence of Mr. Ben-Gurion’s initiative with the 
circulation among the sponsoring Powers of 
the new British proposals for a Middle East 
command may not have been accidental. It 
has been borne home to the Israeli leaders 
that a Middle -East command without Egypt 
and other Arab States would be an idle pre¬ 
tence, and that full Israeli participation in 
the responsibilities and benefits of such a com¬ 
mand must depend largely on Arab-Israeii 
relationships. It is probably understood that, 
however useful the Israeli armed forces may 
be in any defence pact sponsored by the 
western Powers, the bases and lines of com¬ 
munication which would be provided by Egypt 
and other Arab States are essential; they 
would be essential even to an Israeli army 
operating with allied forces against an 
aggressor from beyond the regional boun¬ 
daries. These factors may have been among 
those which weighed with Mr. Ben-Gurion 
when he addressed himself to the Egyptian 
rulers on Monday. 
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GEN. NEGtJIB AND 
THE WAFD 


talk with Tarty 

SPOKESMAN 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Aug. 20 

Mustafa Nahas, in a statement made in 
Alexandria to-night, denied that he had 
any intention of resigning from the leader¬ 
ship of the Wafd. This statement was in 
reply to reports that the Army command 
had advised his retirement from politics, 
in view of the mistakes made by his last 
Government and of his advanced age. 
Such reports, he declared, were part of 
an organized campaign against the Wafd. 
Neither he nor any other members would 
resign from the party. 

Mustafa Nahas added that Abdul 
Salam Goma, who was president of the 
Chamber of Deputies, had been sent to; 
Cairo by the Wafd executive to present 
to the Ccmmander-in-Chief the party’s 
point of view on all the political questions 
now under discussion between the Army 
and the Government, including the pro¬ 
posed land reforms. The executive, Nahas 
is reported as having added, had made it 
clear that on these questions they thought 
the regime was working on the wrong 
lines, Salam Goma, he indicated, had 
seen General Neguib yesterday, but Nahas 
professed not to have received his report 
on the conversation. 

HINT TO MUSTAFA NAHAS 


According to a Press report. General 
Neguib at a meeting with Salam Goma 
renewed his hint that Mustafa Nahas should 
retire. Nahas, successor to the great Said 
Zaglul as leader of the Wafd, and five times 
Prime Minister of Egypt, is now 76. He 
personally is not known to have been involved 
in any scandals, but members of his family 
and friends have been openly pilloried as 
being under the influence of the secretary- 
general of the party, Serag ed-Din, whose 
removal from political power is. one of the 
objectives of the new rdgime. 

The Wafd executive has been sitting at 
Alexandria for a week or more to discuss 
reorganization, but has been putting up a 
botd front against the purge demanded by 
the Army. The members most likely to be 
affected have pointed out that to resign from 
the party is in the present atmosphere to con¬ 
vict themselves of corruption. Their colleagues 
tend to take the line that there will be time 
enough to expel members when they have 
been convicted by the courts of law on charges 
of corrupt practices or abuse of power. 

Committees have been set up by the) 
Government to expose offences of that kind 
on the part of former Ministers, Senators, 
deputies, and officials, but none of the com¬ 
mittees has yet reported. 

PURGE PLAN 


It is supposed that the resignation of 
Mustafa Nahas would soon be followed by 
the disappearance -from the Wafd, either 
voluntarily or at the instance of the authorities, 
of Serag ed-Din, who was Minister of the 
Interior when the party was last in office, of 
Osman Moharran, who was Minister of Public 
Works, and of Mahmoud Soliman Ghannam, 
who was Minister of Commerce. Salam Goma 
might become secretary-general. 

The effect of these changes might be to 
bring to the front of the party prominent 
politicians who have resigned in recent years 
m protest against the policies and the 
behaviour of the Wafd under the leadership 
of Mustafa Nahas and Serag ed-Din. 

Ajy Maher, the Prime Minister, to-day 
received Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British 
Ambassador, and Mr. Caffery, the American 
Ambassador. 

The Kafr-el-Dawar affair appeared to take 
a peculiar turn when a military spokesman 
was quoted as saying that Mustafa Mohammed 
Khaims, who was condemned to death for 
leading the rioters, was being brought to 
Cairo to give information to the Commander- 
m-Chief on the origins of the disorders. It 
appears, however, that Kbauds is still in 
prison at Alexandria. 

The Press is avidly searching for the hidden 
hand of prominent personalities who might 
be assumed not to be in full sympathy with 
the Army s ideas of social justice. The finger 
of suspicion has pointed even at Hafiz Anfi, 
the distinguished former Chief of the Royal 
Cabinet, after his son, Amin Afift, an 
accountant at the Misr spinning mills, had 
been arrested, it being alleged that he was in 
possession of some hashish. Hafiz Afifi was 
quoted to-day as telling interviewers that he 
was one of the largest shareholders in the 
Misr mills, which were the creation of his 
own hands and brain, and he was the last 
person likely to attempt their destruction. 


AMBASSADOR TO BRITAIN 


CONSIDERED AS HAVING 
RESIGNED 

Cairo, Aug. 20.—The Egyptian Government 
considers Abdel Fattah Amr, Ambassador in 
London, as having resigned, a Cabinet spokes¬ 
man said to-day. The envoy had previously 
been reported as having been recalled to Cairo. 

The Prime Minister to-day saw Prince 
Mohammed Aly, heir-apparent to the throne, 
who returned to Egypt from Switzerland 
yesterday. 

Abdel Rehman Azzam, secretary-general of 
the Arab League, announced to-day that Prime 
Ministers of the Arab States will attend a 
meeting of the Arab League Council in Cairo, 
provisionally fixed for September 15. The 
Premiere will be accompanied by their Ministers 
for Foreign Affairs, War, and Finance, and 
by the Commanders-in-Chief of their armed 
forces.— Reuter. 
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Imperial and Foreign 

UNCERTAINTY IN 
EGYPT 


PARTY INFLUENCES 
AND THE ARMY 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Aug. 21 

The visit of the British and.American 
Ambassadors to Aly Maher yesterday has 
started another flurry of speculation on 
Anglo-Egyptian negotiations. The indi¬ 
cations remain, however, that both the 
Prime Minister and the Army command 
are still preoccupied with internal affairs. 

They may well feel also that it is still too 
early even to consider what Egyptian policy 
should be on the Canal zone, the Sudan, and 
Middle East defence. Much may depend on 
the character of the political forces with which 
the Army may yet find it necessary to ally 
itself. At the moment the political parues 
are against the Army because of the purge 
threat. The projected land reform has aroused 
the hostility of the land-owning classes; ana 
industrialists are suspicious. 

The outbreak of violence in Kafr-ed-Dawar 
has forced the regime to act in a manner 
which has upset the Left—although the alter¬ 
native was to admit that the social revolution 
might be led by the mob rather than by the 
Army command and the Government. The 
realities of land reform here suggest that 
legislation, when it appears, may disappoint 
the excessively high hopes aroused among the 
fellaheen by premature statements from Cairo. 

HOPES OF THE WAFD 

The possibility that the Wafd can rally all 
discontented elements and vested interests to 
itself under the banner of national aspirations 
is not altogether discounted here. The Army 
and Aly Maher will try to produce a pro¬ 
gramme designed to appeal to the working 
classes and fellaheen over the heads of a party 
which has done nothing for them. They have 
in reserve the Origin of Fortunes Acts and; 
other instruments by means of which some! 
leaders of the Wafd can be embarrassed. But 
public interest here in anti-corruption, as in 
other good causes, tends to be fleeting. 

The defiant statement of Mustafa Nahas 
yesterday indicates that the Wafd thinks time: 
js on its side and that it is working to expedite! 
the day when the Army will have need of the; 
Wafd, either because it has fallen out with | 
Aly Maher or because both have run into | 
difficulties with the British. 

Mustafa Nahas and Serag-ed-Din, the secre¬ 
tary-general, are both preaching a doctrine 
that any criticism of the Wafd and its leaders, 
whatever the grounds, is an anti-patriotic 
action designed to serve the interests of the 
imperialists—that is to say, the British. 

EQUIPMENT NEEDED 

It is still hoped, of course, that thejnfluence | 
of the Army in Egyptian politics will be 
reflected in a less demagogic and more realistic 
approach to the question of Middle East 
defence. For one thing, jet aircraft, modern 
tanks and guns needed by the Egyptian Army 
are not readily to be obtained outside 
N.A.T.O. or an affiliated mutual defence 
organization. 

But it is not out of the question that the 
professional interest of the Army may, in the 
event, be subordinated to the necessities of 
the leading role which the Army expects to 
continue playing in Egyptian politics. The 
possibility that the weapons and equipment 
wanted might be obtainable from the United; 
States, thus obviating the need to make any ! 
concessions to the British, has probably not 
escaped the attention of some Egyptians. 

Meanwhile, however, the British Govern- 1 
mem's decision to raise the embargo on the 
supply of certain equipment,. notably spare | 
parts for military aircraft—although not guns 
or ammunition—is, it is gathered, appreciated 
by the Egyptian Government and Army 
command. 

Cairo, Aug. 21.—The Egyptian military 
authorities to-night released Amin Hafez Alin, 
son of the former chief of King Farouk’s 
Royal Cabinet, who was arrested last Monday 
in connexion with the Kafr el Da war riots.— 
Reuter. 
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EGYPTIAN DEFENCE 


ATTITUDE TO FOREIGN 
AID 

Cairo, Aug. 22.—General Neguib, the 
Commander-in-Chief, to-day flew to the 
military garrison at Gaza,- in the area near 
the Israel border which recent Press 
reports have suggested as an alternative 
centre for British troops if they evacuate 
the Suez Canal zone. 

During his visit a recorded interview for 
the French radio service was broadcast, and 
quoted the General as saying that Egypt would 
be willing to receive foreign military aid if 
attacked, provided it was in accordance with 
her full independence. 

He added that he was in favour of send¬ 
ing the greatest possible number of Egyptian 
officers for training abroad, to become familiar 
[With the latest military equipment and the 
science of foreign armies. 

General Neguib has been touring army 
units since the military coup on July 23. 

A spokesman at General Neguib’s head¬ 
quarters said to-night that the Egyptian Prime 
Minister had approved an Army plan to con¬ 
vert three million acres of desert land into 
rich pastures, using American Point Four aid, 
to meet the needs of Egypt’s fast-growing 
population. Some experts of the American 
programme for aid to under-developed 
countries had told General Neguib, he said, 
that they were ready to finance the plan and to 
supply experts and equipment. The Egyptian 
Army authorities promoted the scheme because 
the deserts come under the frontier corps.- 

Hassan Hodeiby, leader of the powerful 
Muslim Brotherhood, to-day urged Aly 
Maher, the Prime Minister, to close bars, 
cabarets, and dance-halls and to restrict 
cinema shows. In a formal note he said that 
the “ evil influence ” on Egyptian youth of 
such places of entertainment was “ more 
disastrous than the occupation of the country 
by a foreign army.” 

In the first case, he said, Egyptians were led 
into debauchery, while in the second they 
reacted in trying to “ liberate ” their country. 
He called for a ban on “ immoral films ” 

Hie Egyptian broadcasting system, now 
being purged by its new director. Dr. 
Mohammed Kamel Salim, has adopted a 
“ march for freedom ” dedicated to the 
military coup as the introduction to its news 
bulletins. 

Police to-day carried out their fourth raid 
of the week on alleged Communist cells when 
they visited a house in the Cairo suburb of 
Kubbeh. Three Egyptian students and an 
Armenian trader were arrested and charged 
with Communist activities. — Reuter. 
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WAFD’S CLAIM TO 
LEADERSHIP 

MUSTAPHA NAHAS 
WARNS ARMY 


“THE PEOPLE’S” VOICE 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, Aug. 24 

Mustapha. Nahas took tbe occasion of 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the death 
of Saad Zaghloul, founder of the Wafd, 
to assert his party’s claim to the political 
leadership that is now being exercised in 
Egypt by the Army. The speech was read 
by Serag ed-Din, the secretary-general, to 
Wafdists who had assembled in Cairo with 
banners bearing the slogans “ Nahas 
leader of the nation ” and “ Neguib 
Commander of the Army.” 

Mustapha Nahas based the Wafd’s claim 
on its fight against Britain, on the national 
aspirations, and on its “ Socialist ” policy at 
home. He said he had given the “ tyrant ** 
—that is, the ex-King—much liberty of action, 
but, he explained, the Wafd had needed a 
truce with the ex-King so that it could face 
the British with a decisive policy and unite 
the nation’s ranks against them. The Wafd’s 
liberation activities, he declared, had sown 
terror among the British. The fires in Cairo 
on January 26 were, he implied, the outcome 
of a conspiracy between the ex-King and the 
British to get the Wafd out of office before 
the Wafd got the British Army out of the 
canal zone. 

CONTROVERSY EXPLOITED 

He appeared to claim as a success for the 
Wafd the Army’s intervention to rid Egypt 
of the King, an action for which he gave un¬ 
reserved praise. The aims of the Wafd and 
the Army were, he said, identical. The Wafd 
had no reason to fear a purge carried out by 
the process of law; but he reminded the Army 
that it had promised to work within the limits 
of the constitution. The Army must not 
relapse from its purpose of serving the will of 
the nation. The last word would be with “ the 
people ”—of whom, of course, the Wafd 
claims to be the authentic political voice. 
Mustapha Nahas attacked the British news¬ 
papers for waging a campaign of revenge 
and hatred against the Wafd. These organs of 
“ imperialism ” could not forget that Musta¬ 
pha Nahas was one of the leaders of the canal 
zone battle. 

This speech has to be read in the light of 
the attitude to the political parties that has 
been taken up by the Army command and by 
Aly Maher, the Prime Minister. They have 
mentioned no names, but have made it clear 
enough that in their view the parties, includ¬ 
ing the Wafd, cannot under their present 
leadership be the instruments of clean and 
stable government in Egypt. Mustapha 
Nahas, in his speech, took advantage of the 
fact that the Array and the Government have 
hesitated to make the purge that the parties 
have so far failed to undertake. He also 
exploited the controversial atmosphere created 
by the Army’s aims in the social and economic 
field. Aly Maher to-day hastily told corre¬ 
spondents that the law on the redistribution 
I of the land was not ready yet, and that every- 
I thing written about it in the newspapers was 
i wrong. 

GOVERNMENT’S NEXT MOVE 

The reaction of the Army and the Govern¬ 
ment to the Wafd leader’s speech is awaited 
! with interest. The newspaper Al Ahram, 
i commenting the other day on the parties’ 

; reluctance to purge their own ranks, hinted 
that the Army and the Government possessed 

documents, which, if disclosed, would make the 
position of some prominent politicians impos- 
| sible. It was probably part of Mustapha 
; Nahas’s intention last night to clothe the Wafd 
beforehand in a protective armour. 

The new Netherlands Minister is to present 
credentials addressed to the King of Egypt 

and the Sudan. The form in which the British 
Ambassador’s new credentials were presented 
—Elizabeth to Ahmed Fuad II—without refer- 
. ence to titles, is, it is understood, to be accepted 
by Egypt only from Commonwealth diplomatic 
representatives accredited in the name of the 
Queen. The credentials of the next Egyptian 
Ambassador to the Court of St. James’s will 
be, it is expected, in the same form as those 
of the British Ambassador to Egypt. 

The Egyptian Embassy states that the 
Ambassador, Abdel Fattah Amr, left London 
yesterday in a B.E.A. aircraft for Zurich. It 
I is understood that he travelled alone, and 
that the purpose of the journey is a “ medical 
| cbeck-up.” 
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LAND REFORM IN 
EGYPT 


PLAN STILL UNDER 
STUDY 


FINANCE A PROBLEM 

From Our Own Correspondent 

i CAIRO, Aug. 25 

Both Gerieral Neguib, the Commander' 
In-Chief, and Aly Maher, the Prime 
Minister, have spoken to the Press since 
Mustapha Nahas made his declaration 
claiming leadership of the nation for the 
Wafd, and both have ignored it. They 
talked only of what the Army and the 
Government are proposing to do for the 
Egyptian people. 

General Neguib said that the project 
for the redistribution of agricultural land 
was now nearly ready, but that it had to 
be carefully studied to avoid damaging 
the national economy. The main ques¬ 
tion is whether the authorities know how 
to effect a reform as dramatic as the 
fellaheen had been led to expect without 
upsetting food and cotton production, 
and how to finance the reform without 
resort to inflation. 

Aly Maher announced that a committee has 
been set up under Dr. Hefnawi, regional 
| director of the Food and Agriculture Organi- 
I nation of the United Nations, to study what 
can be done about bringing stretches of desert 
under cultivation or developing them for cattle 
ranching. For the benefit of industrial workers 
the Prime Minister announced that permanent 
conciliation committees would Inquire into 
labour conditions and ways of improving 
them, thus forestalling disputes. The decisions 
of these committees would be binding on both 
employers and workers. The Government 
hopes to evolve also some kind of profit- 
sharing scheme. 

Aly Maher indicated that the study of 
economic questions would occupy the Govern¬ 
ment for about another month, and it would 
then begin to consider constitutional and elec¬ 
toral reforms. External affairs would be taken 
up only when the situation, in Egypt permitted 
a “ stable course ” to be pursued. 

WAFD FABRICATIONS 

General Neguib took issue indirectly with 
the Wafd leader by repeating that the political 
parties ought to purge themselves, and ought 
lo do it quickly. Mustapha Nahas had made 
it clear that the Wafd did not propose to 
expel any member unless he had fallen foul 
I of the courts. The Commander-in-Chief took 
l one or two Cairo newspapers to task for pub¬ 
lishing fabrications damaging to the Array’s 
I movement. Though he did not do so, he 
might have mentioned Al Misri, in which 
! Egyptians have read that the fires in Cairo 
on January 26 were the result of a con¬ 
spiracy between Prince Farouk, the British 
Embassy, and Abdul Fauah Amr, the 
Egyptian Ambassador in London. 

This Wafdist newspaper is offering ihe 
public a farrago of inventions with the object 
of whitewashing the Wafd and its secretary- 
general, Scrag ed-Din, whose administration 
of the Ministry of the Interior caused the 
breakdown of law and order. Tie Supreme 
Guide of the Muslim Brotherhood has a’ceady 
characterized A! Misri's “ facts ” as fabrica¬ 
tions in so far as they refer to the activities 
of the Brotherhood. 

A cartoon in the newspaper Akhbar el Yom 
makes an apt comment on the Wafd’s cam¬ 
paign to identify all its critics as servants of 
the British. A teacher is shown asking his 
class: ** How does one acquire British 
nationality ? ” To which a pupil replies: “ By 
being bom in England or opposing Serag ed- 
| Din.” Many Egyptian newspaper readers, 
■ however, are unduly credulous, and the Wafd's 
l campaign could have an unfortunate effect on 
i the development of Angto-Egyptian relations 
! Cairo, Aug. 26.—Aly Maher, the Prime 
: Minister, said last night that he planned to 
reshuffle his Cabinet. He had a short conference 
[with General Neguib last night.— Associated 
Press. 
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NEW PURGE IN 
EGYPT 


PRIVATE WEALTH 
OF MINISTERS 


STATEMENTS DEMANDED 

Cairo, Aug. 26.—Egyptian Prime 
Ministers and Cabinet Ministers, both 
past and present, were to-day ordered to 
submit statements on their private wealth. 
The seven Government purge committees 
have been intensifying their work in all 
Ministries and departments to speed up 
the " purge Government ” machinery, and 
senior and junior officials alike will be 
summoned to give explanations of the 
origins of their fortunes. 

To-day’s order asked all concerned to 
give the fiscal administration officials 

every facility ” to accomplish their task 

“ in the best interests of the public.” 

The national purge fever is rapidly embracing 
all organizations, syndicates, and institutions 
throughout Egypt, and Aly Maher, the Prime 
Minister, may soon order a reorganization of 
political parties by special legislation, it is 
reported here to-day. The move depends on 
whether the political parties fail to purge their 
ranks of corrupt elements soon, in keeping 
With the spirit of the new regime, it is added 

GEN. NEGUIB’S WARNING 

The proposed Government action coincided 
with a warning by General Neguib. the Co-- 
mander-in-Chief, that the armed forces would 
tolerate no further delay. 

The Government to-day denounced “ party 
manoeuvres ’ designed to mislead public 
opinion by diverting it from the national 
purge drive, which General Neguib described 
as “ the basis of the Army movement.” 

.. A , Government spokesman said that a 

voluntary clean-up ” of political parties was 
absolutely essential for their participation in 
the proposed constituent assembly. The 
assembly is due to be called soon to recast the 
Egyptian constitution and to amend the elec¬ 
toral law. Elections for the new Parliament 
have been tentatively fixed for early next year. 

The Wafdist Press, led by A l Misri. to-day 
continued its campaign to shift responsibility 
for the “ black Saturday ” riots of January 26 
last on to Prince Farouk and his “ British and 
Egyptian agents.” Al Misri suggested that 
compensation for loss of life and property 
should be paid out of Prince Farouk’$ privy 

S urse. Damages resulting from the riots have 
een estimated at £13m.— Reuter. 
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ISRAEL AND EGYPT 


SEPTEMBER MEETING OF 
MIXED COMMISSION 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

TEL AVIV, Aug. 27 
A '"special meeting of the lsrael-Egyptian 
mixed armistice commission has been called 
for September 4 to discuss practical measures 
for the improvement of border relations 
between the two countries. The decision was 
taken at a meeting of the commission yester¬ 
day in the demilitarized frontier village of 
Auja el Haffir. The Egyptian delegation was 
led by Colonel Riad. 

The decision is in connexion with Mr. Ben- 
Gurion’s conciliatory speech in the Knesset 
last week, in which the Israel Prime Minister 
appealed td Egypt’s rulers for a cooperative 
settlement of differences between the two 
countries. Although the Foreign Ministry 
spokesman has referred to the “ likelihood ” 
of diplomatic action with the object of carrying 
Mr. Ben-Gurion’s initiative one stage further, 
it would seem that no such action has yet 
been taken. It is, of course, possible that the 
commission’s discussions on September 4 may 
lead to a consideration of wider issues. 
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REFORM DELAYED 
IN EGYPT 


OFFICERS’ IMPATIENCE 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Aug. 27 

Aly Maher, the Egyptian Prime Mini¬ 
ster, received the British Ambassador to-! 
day for another of their frequent inter-! 
views, and General Neguib, the Com- 
marider-in-Chief, inspected Army units. 
The Generat, addressing the troops, spoke 
of the need for Egypt to build a strong 
Army if she is to take her due place among 
the independent and sovereign nations. 

The legislative activity of the new regime 
has subsided while the complications of land 
reform are thrashed out. The Army has set its 
heart on a radical measure which, whatever its 
economic impact, will broaden the basis of 
political power in Egypt at the expense of the 
land-owning classes. From all accounts the 
officers are likely to get their way. It is recog¬ 
nized, however, that the break-up of the large 
estates will add nothing to the productive 
capacity of Egyptian agriculture, and a com¬ 
mittee has now been appointed to study how 
the desens can be made fruitful. 


HALF A MILLION ACRES 

According t0 the experts an additional half 
million acres—equivalent to about one-tenth 
ot the present cultivated area of Egypt—can! 
be brought under cultivation by making more 
use of the water in the Siwa and other western 
desert oases. It is a question of proper control 
ot malaria, of capital for pumps and buildings, 
inducing fellaheen from other 
pairs of the country to settle there. Then there! 
l Ir stretch » ten miles wide, along the 
Mediterranean coast from Alexandria to 
ar< t a 8 ets ,an average of 6in. 
ot rain. Under favourable conditions good 
I crops of the famous Mariut barley can be 
grown there, and it has been established that 
fl ’ ve \ ? rap ? v J n ®, s ’ and other fruits will 
nourish in the hollows into which the rain 
water drains. 

If grazing could be effectively controlled 
much larger numbers of animals might be 
maintained. There are extensive areas 
where natural wheat grows, but overgrazing 
by sheep and goats has left nothing but the 
inedible plants. The difficulties of preventing 
overgrazing by Beduin are notorious, but as 
the Army is interesting itself in the matter 
and is in charge of the desert the experts 
hope that control will be applied experi- 
mentally until it is seen what can be done 
| to restore the pastures. 

The regime is obviously hesitating to permit 
| the execution of Mohammed Khamis, sen- 
! fenced to death by a military court for leading 
rioters at the Kafr-el-Dawar textile mill. His 
execution was postponed in the hope that he 
might be able to name the instigators of the 
disturbances. This hope was disappointed, 
and the question what course of action will 
at this stage best serve the interests of law 
and order is evidently being debated. The 
c-ommander-in-Chief saw the condemned man 
yesterday, presumably to hear an appeal for 
clemency, and it is stated that he may see him 
a second time. Meanwhile, verdicts’ and 
sentences on 29 other accused whose trial 
ended several days ago have still to be 
pronounced. 


NOT FAST ENOUGH 

Some newspapers to-day reflect a feeling 
among the younger officers that the pace of 
change in Egypt is not fast enough. They want 
the constitution amended to reduce the powers 
ot the throne and possibly to abolish hereditary 
succession. Why does Egypt still have princes, 
. it is asked, when pashas and beys have gone ? 
| and why should not the princes hand over 
part of their large property and fortunes to 
j the State ? All the public men who sustained 
! me Palace against the people should now, it 
! *? suggested, be excluded from political life 
for good. 

The Minister of Social Affairs is said to be 
studying a uniform dress for Egyptians. The 
tarboosh, which came from Turkey and was 
originally the badge of the ruling classes, 
might, it is stated, disappear, along with the 
typically Egyptian, but rather less becoming, 

galabya. 
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THE WAFD 

The claim of the Wafd to be the! 
“ voice of the Egyptian people ” .is being! 
more seriously challenged to-day than at 
any time since it was founded by the great! 
Saad Zaghloul nearly forty years ago.! 
T}ie challenge comes from the reformers 
in army and civil life wh'o seized power 
after the coup d’Etat. It is the more 
dangerous because it does not dispute the 
historic position of the Wafd to be ai 
national organization which, like the 
Indian Congress, covers wider ground! 
than the ordinary political group. Instead, 
it charges the present leaders of the Wafd 
with having perverted it by mistakes and 
corruption. The Wafd, the charge runs,' 
is unfitted to take any part in national life 
until the leaders have been got rid of. So 
men like Mustafa Nahas, Serag ed-Din, 
j and others of the inner circle are driven to 
; fight on two fronts. Their personal prestige 
j is threatened by the investigations into 
■ corruption which the reformers are 
; sponsoring. At the same time their policy 
of diverting the attention of the Egyptian 
people from domestic wrongs by fanning 
to white heat the agitation for “national 
aspirations,” upon which their power has 
always depended, is foiled. 

These men are identified with the cor¬ 
rupt and futile manipulation of Egyptian 
affairs which the coup d'Elat was staged 
to end for ever. The disappearance of 
the Palace as a political influence and the 
weakness of other parties make them the 
chief survivals of the former regime and 
the obvious targets. They have met and 
defeated attacks of this kind in the past, 
but this time the campaign against cor-: 
ruption has behind it the physical force! 
of General Neguib and the Army. 
General Neguib’s insistence that the 
rioters of Kafr el Dawar should be dealt 
with as traitors to Egypt under martial' 
law and his proclamation of drastic land 
and other reforms make it increasingly 
difficult for the leaders of the Wafd either 
to gain prestige from their own pompous 
but sterile programmes of social and 
economic betterment or to whip up riots 
again for their party advantage. Their 
favourite weapon, the fanning of anti- 
foreign, and particularly anti-British, 
feeling among the Egyptian masses has 
been "struck from their hand by the 
decision of General Neguib and the 
Prime Minister, Aly Maher Pasha, that 
the country must set its own house in 
order before it can settle its relations 
with the outside world. 

The demonstrations staged by Mustafa 
Nahas and his colleagues at the beginning 
of the week to celebrate the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the death of Saad Zagh¬ 
loul were intended to reassert the tradi¬ 
tional claim of the Wafd to lead the 
country. Something of the sort, indeed, 
was inevitable if the Wafd was not to be 
left high and dry by the strong political 
currents which the coup d'Etat has 
liberated. It may be doubted, however, 
whether Mustafa Nahas’s effort to take 
credit in preparing for the coup d'Eiai 
earned any more weight than his solemn 
adjurations to the Army to remember that 
it is the servant of the people—in other 
words, of the Wafd. The presence at the 
proceedings of General Neguib’s tanks 
and armoured care reminded the demon- 
strators_ that political power no longer 
rests with the mob. Neither General 
Neguib nor Aly Maher, both of whom 
have spoken since Mustafa Nahas made 
his speech, has troubled to refer to it 
beyond repeating that if any political 
group wants to be listened to, it would 
do well to purge itself without losing more 
time For the rest, they have given more 
details of their own plans for redistribut¬ 
ing agricultural land, for reclaiming the 
desert, and for improving labour con¬ 
ditions. Since then the anti-corruption 
campaign has been carried farther by a 
demand that all past and present Ministers 
are to account for their private wealth. 

The proof of the pudding will be in the 
eating. The new rulers of Egypt will be 
judged by what they do, not by what they 
now proclaim they will do. If they fail 
because of their inexperience in handling 
great social and economic problems or 
because of confusion about the aims to 
be sought and the methods to be adopted 
to pursue them, the Wafd may again come 
to power. It has plenty of money from 
the great landlords and industrialists; it 
may soon get more when the plans of the 
reformers strike at powerful moneyed 
interests—as they will. It still has the 
excellent political machine which has so 
many times won it a majority in Parlia¬ 
ment out of a minority of votes. Yet it 
may count for little during the present 
Puritanical reaction that is sweeping 
Egypt, with the active help of the powerful 
Muslim Brotherhood, unless it is quick to 
adapt itself to the prevailing political 
fashion. The first needs are a change of 
leadership and a reorientation of ideas. 
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ARAB LEAGUE’S 
PROSPECTS 

EFFECT OF EVENTS IN 
EGYPT 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Aurf 28 

Reports published here to-day of 
Baghdad comments oh .the forthcoming! 
meeting, of the Arab League show a 
developing hope that recent events in 
•Egypt will lead to more reai cooperation 
among member States than previously 
seemed possible. The Arab League 
council is to meet in Alexandria on Septem¬ 
ber 10, and Army chiefs will probably 
be meeting about the same time to discuss 
the league’s recently ratified security pact. 

The Iraqi Istiklal (opposition) Party believes 
that the league is facing a new lest of its ability 
to organize relations between the Arab States. 

The coming meeting of the council may be 
the last chance of the league to show that it 
can become a force for unity,” rhe party news¬ 
paper comments. “ It is now its duty to prove 
that the Egyptian Army move had its effect 
on the spirit of the league.” 

This type of comment is not uncommon at 
the moment in the Arab world, and is based 
on the belief that Prince Farouk’s abdication 
removes one dynastic difficulty of the league. 
Further, it is assumed that, as the Egyptian 
Army movement is intended to benefit the 
common people, it will have more in common 
with the aspirations for unity which find ex¬ 
pression most strongly among the Arab peoples 
themselves; rivalries between Arab Govern¬ 
ments and kings have been a great obstacle 
to general cooperation. 

REGIONAL AMBITIONS 

The Istiklal Party refers to “cerlain in¬ 
fluences which brought the league to the edge 
of a precipice.” In this the party is certainly| 
referring to Prince Farouk’s regional am- 
“Ws. and possibly lo the late King' 
Abdullah’s unwillingness to pursue rabid 
policies at the behest of the league. The re-! 
mova! of King Abdullah’s strong individuality 
theoretically improves the possibility of agree-] 
ment on Arab affairs. In the past, the league 
has usually been able to agree only on resist-] 
ance to outside events, such as the Suez Canal' 
issues, and seldom on inter-Arab affairs. ! 

King Abdullah’s death must have lessened 
King Ibn Saud’s fears of Hashemite ambitions,' 
of which the ruler of Jordan was the strongest 
exponent. Prince Farouk and King Ibn Saud 
created within the league an anti-Hashemite 
bloc which frequently operated contrary to the 
real intentions of the league. Curiously, the 
Arab collective security pact, which is now 
widely hailed in the Arab world, was hatched 
nrst by Egypt's palace group as a move against 
Iraq, to defeat what seemed like a promise 
of an Iraqi-Syrian rapprochement. 

Now the security pact is praised as a. great 
forward step, and there is much interest in 
the forthcoming meeting of Chiefs of Staff in 
Alexandria. Obviously the pact is of little real 
value unless there is an arrangement with the 
western Powers by which it is strengthened, 
for at present it is merely a combination of a 
few extremely weak States. 

The pact will be the principal subject on the 
league’s agenda, which otherwise—so far as 
is divulged—seems concerned with minor 
questions due to arise in the United Nations. 

.During the Arab League sessions the greatest 
interest will probably be taken in the meeting 
of Colonel Adib Shesbekly, the Syrian dictator, 
with General Neguib, the Egyptian Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 
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SAADIST PARTY 
REFORMS 


EFFECT OF LEADERS’ 
RESIGNATION 

From Our Correspondent 

CAIRO, Aug. 29 

The reform of the Saadist Party, begun 
with yesterday’s announcement of the 
resignation of its president and vice- 
president, Ibrahim Abdel, Hadi, and 
Hamed Gouda, to facilitate the elec¬ 
tion ' of new officers, has set the 
pace for the reform of political parties 
m Egypt and must inevitably increase the 
pressure on the Wafdist leaders. 

The Saadists have bowed to the wishes of 
the Army by malting their organization demo¬ 
cratic. The executive will be elected for two 
years, and the president, deputy president, and 
two vice-presidents will have to be re-elected 
every year. 

General Neguib has complimented the 
Saadist Party for its action, but has made no 
comment yet on the partial reforms approved 
hy the Wafd executive yesterday. These 
reforms gave the body of the party more say 
in the election of the executive and imposed 
some control over the funds, which have now 
to be in a bank account in the party’s name 
and withdrawable only on the signature of the 
treasurer and the president. 

Dessouki Abaza. secretary-general of 
the Libera! Constitutional Party, said to-day 
that his party was considering a purge. 
Although its members had not been impli¬ 
cated in corruption in the past, two prominent 
members were under suspicion, and if corrup¬ 
tion were proved against them they would be 
dismissed. He pointed out that the party's 
funds were properly controlled, and that 
members of the executive served for only 
three years. 

RESIGNATIONS WANTED 

It is doubtful whether the Liberals or the 

Wafdists will satisfy the Army in this way. for 
behind the purge is really a desire to get rid 
of the old school of politicians. This has 
been frankly stated by the newspaper 
Al Akhbar, which seems close to the Army 
nowadays. Abdel Hadi’s resignation is, there¬ 
fore, more in keeping with the Army’s 
intentions. 

One of the new vice-presidents of the Saadist 
Parly, Mohamed Sameh Moussa, made it clear 
that .Abdet Hadi and Hamed Gouda .were not 
resigning on suspicion of corruption, and that 
Abdel Hadi’s action had nothing to do with 
the case that is pending over the assassination 
of Hassan el-Banna, Supreme Guide of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, in 1949. The brother¬ 
hood continue to be very bitter against Abdel 
Hadi because he broke up she brotherhood 
for the murder of Nokrashi Pasha in 1948. 
and have accused him of implication in the 
murder of Hassan el-Banna. As the brother¬ 
hood has some influence now, Abdel Hadi's 
resignation will ease the position of the party 

The Wafd is maintaining its campaign in ils 
newspaper At Misri, with the object of blaming 
everyone else for the corruption that infectec 
the resistance movement last autumn. Ths 
British and the King are blamed for plotting 
against the Wafd and for the burning of Cairc 
on January 26, and Prince Farouk is blamec 
for all other offences. The party has gon< 
back to its call for action against the British 
but it must be feeling disappointed, for thi< 
time it has utterly failed to rouse the country 
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ALY MAHER SEEKS 
NEW MINISTERS 


POSSIBLE CHANGES IN 
CABINET 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 
CAIRO, Aug. 31 

The Prime Minister is spending the 
Qurban Uairam holiday at Mersa 
Matruh, bur will be back in Cairo within 
a few days to put the finishing touches to 
the agrarian chapter of the “ new deal ” 
and also, it is reported, to change and 
enlarge his Cabinet. 

Aly Maher formed his present small team 
in haste on the first day of the Army’s move¬ 
ment and still holds three of the most 
important portfolios himself. His choice of 
new colleagues interests the Army command 
by virtue of the responsibility it has assumed 
for the actions of the Government. Aly Maher 
has probably felt it necessary to search for 
Ministers who have the necessary technical 
qualifications and experience, but who will not 
be regarded by the Army as afflicted with the 
cautious attitude to social reform characteristic 
of most of the older generation of Egyptian 
politicians and officials. The newspapers are 
busily propagating the Army point of view 
that new men are needed to carry out the 
" new deal.” 

SAADIST PARTY REVOLT 

The revolt within the Saadist Party which set 
aside the ex-Prime Minister, Ibrahim Abdul 
Hady, and the deputy leader of the party, 
Hamed Guda, is an obvious success for the 
rdgime. Aly Maher has used the occasion by 
warning other parties that if they do not apply 
to their affairs the principles laid down by the 
Government, the Government will apply them 
by force of law. 

In his speech of August 11 the Prime 
Minister enjoined the parties to reorganize 
themselves on democratic lines and to work 
out distinctive programmes. The reformed 
Saadist Party evidently intends to make the 
policies of the Army and Government its own. 
It will be difficult to imagine that for the 
present at any rate any party will be found 
drafting a programme in opposition to the 
Army’s, and some politicians suspect that 
Egypt may be on the way to becoming a one- 
party Slate. 

The Council of Regents and the Govern¬ 
ment appear to have decided against the 
formal nomination of Prince Mohammed Aly 
as Crown Prince. Colonel Rachad Mehanna, 
one of the regents, has announced that there 
is no constitutional necessity to do so and, 
according to the newspapers, the view is taken 
by the Government that it would be slightly 
absurd to nominate a 77-year-old prince as 
heir to a king who is not yet one year old. 
The decision possibly reflects also an opinion 
in some circles of the regime that the ques¬ 
tion of the future of the monarchy in Egypt 
was shelved rather than decided by the pro¬ 
clamation of Ahmad Fuad 11 as King. 

The Commander-in-Chief, General Neguib, 
in a Bairam message, says that Egypt is only 
at the beginning of a movement which will 
make the country the hub of civilization that 
it was in the past. The hardest tasks are yet 
to come, he says, and must be approached 
with prudence and caution. But the Govern¬ 
ment must interest itself above all in the 
problems of the workers and the achievement 
of social justice. 
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PROBLEMS FOR ARAB 
LEAGUE 


RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL 
AND THE WEST 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 
CAIRO, Sept. 2 

General Neguib, the Commander-in- 
Chief, will accompany Aly Maher, the 
Prime Minister, at the meetings of the 
council of the Arab League, which are due 
to begin in Cairo on September 10. The 
Ministers for Finance, Justice, Commerce, 
and Social Affairs will also be included in 
the Egyptian delegation. On Thursday 
Aly Maher will preside over a preliminary 
conference of Egyptian diplomatic repre¬ 
sentatives in Arab States. 

The main interest of the meetings will be in 
the informal discussions on the question of 
Israel and of Arab relations with the western 
Powers. Colonel Sheshekly, the Syrian 
dictator, who is expected to lead his country’s 
delegation, has struck a more aggressive 
posture towards Israel than the state of Syrian 
armament seems to justify. 

Addressing a conference of Arab armistice 
officers in Damascus about six weeks ago, he 
proposed that an Israeli incursion at any 
point should be answered by automatic action 
on the part of the armies of all the Arab 
countries having frontiers with Israel. This 
t proposal was coldly received by Jordan, which 
pointed out that its Army was under the 
control of a civilian Government, and also 
by the Egyptian Army, which pleaded pres¬ 
sure of domestic affairs. 

General Neguib. after becoming Com- 
mander-in-Chief, disconcerted the. Syrian 
Government by saying publicly that Egypt’s 
entry into the Palestine war resulted from a 
decision made by the King, and that the 
Army was against it. Mr. Ben-Gurion. the 
Israeli Prime Minister, made a speech in which 
warnings to Syria were accompanied by a 
renewed offer of peace to Egypt. 

Abdui Rahman Azzam, the Egyptian secre¬ 
tary-general of the Arab League, rebuffed the 
offer, but there has been no comment by 
spokesmen of the Egyptian Government. 

In principle, the policy of all the Arab States 
is to keep the western Powers and their defence 
projects at arm’s length until the Angto- 
Egyptian dispute has been settled, but tneir 
common desire to obtain arms and equipment 
for their forces leads them to hope that Egypt 
will not make too many difficulties about a 
settlement. At a Damascus conference it 
appears to have been agreed—on the military 

level—that the dispute could be settled on the 
basis of'evacuation of the canal zone base by 
the British combatant troops and the handing 
over of the base to technicians. The practical 
attitude of the Arab States is likely to become 
more pronounced should it transpire that 
Egypt's help is not to be relied upon in the 
event of aggression by Israel. 
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INDIA AND SUDAN 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

DELHI, Sept. 2 

The Indian Government has decided to 
accredit its new Ambassador to Egypt, Mr. 
K. M. Panikkar, to “ Fuad Ahmed II, King 
of Egypt and the Sudan." He will leave to 
take up his appointment in Cairo on Thursday. 
Mr. Panikkar was formerly Ambassador in 
Peking. 

In an announcement accompanying the 
statement that ** at the request of the Egyptian 
Government ” Mr. Panikkar would be 
accredited to the King of Egypt and the 
Sudan, the Indian Government states it has 
“ consistently held the view that the future of 
the Sudan should be decided in accordance 
with the wishes of the Sudanese people and 
that their relations with Egypt should be 
determined by agreement between the countries 
concerned." 

It was also announced here to-day that 
Mr. B. R. Sen, at present Indian Ambassador 
in Washington, will be resuming his former 
appointment of Ambassador in Rome 
accredited to both Italy and Yugoslavia, which 
he held before going to America in November 
last year. During the past few days Mr. G. L. 
Mehta has left to take up his appointment as 
Ambassador in Washington and Mr. N. 
Raghavan has left to take up a similar appoint¬ 
ment in Peking. Within the next few days 
Mr. K. P. S. Menon will be leaving for 
Moscow as Indian Ambassador there. 
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TURKISH MINISTERS’ VISIT 
TO BRITAIN 

4* 


MIDDLE EAST COMMAND 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The visit of Mr. Menderes, the Turkish 
Prime Minister, and Mr. Koprulii, the Foreign 
Minister, to Britain next month, is primarily 
a courtesy visit, intended, like the forthcoming 
visit of Mr. Eden to Yugoslavia, to underline 

the friendly relations existing between the 
two countries. 

There are indeed close ties with Turkey, 
both through the treaty of alliance of 1939 
between Turkey, Britain and France, and 
through common membership of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. Among the 
questions which will no doubt be discussed 
by Mr. Churchill and Mr. Eden with the 
Turkish Ministers, are the prospects for a 
Middle East command, the closely related 
question of British policy towards Egypt and 
the Sudan, and the problem of Yugoslavia’s 
role in Balkan defence. 

A visit by the Turkish Ministers to Yugo¬ 
slavia, which is reported as likely but which 
has not yet been confirmed, would carry a 
stage further the series of official visits, which 
has recently marked the greatly improved 
relations between Turkey, Yugoslavia, and 
Greece. The Greek and Turkish Prime 
Ministers exchanged visits in the spring, and 
King Paul and Queen Frederica visited Turkey! 
in June. Since then Greek and Yugoslav 
parliamentary delegations have exchanged 
visits, and a Yugoslav military delegation is 
about to visit Athens, 
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ALY MAHER’S 
PLANS 


REVISION OF THE 
CONSTITUTION 

* From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Sept. 3 

The Bairam holiday ended to-night and 
Aly Maher returned from the western 
desert to resume political activity in Cairo. 
The newspapers expect him to announce 
his reconstructed Cabinet on Saturday. 
The new Cabinet indicated during the 
week-end may include a Ministry '‘of 
Reconstruction and Development. The 
Prime • Minister told reporters that the 
broad lines of his policy would be to 
increase the national income and decen¬ 
tralize government so as to release local 
energies. He envisaged provincial and 
village councils with theif own tax revenues 
fulfilling functions now exercised by 
officials appointed from Cairo. 

The business of the new Ministry, he said, 
would be to make the scientific studies ana 
compile the precise statistics necessary for 
the reconstruction of Egypt. Us work would 
be to produce two maps. The first would 
show Egypt as it is—its industrial, and agri¬ 
cultural regions, the production of each, the 

f jroductive projects suitable to each and the 
ocations of mineral resources. The second 
map would show the industrial and agricul¬ 
tural development plans for Egypt “ as we 
wish it to be.” 

ROYAL POWERS 


The Prime Minister repeated his promise 
that _ parliamentary life would be resumed 
within five months but he did not say under 
what form. To-night it was learned that Dr. 
San Houry, president of the Council of State, 
is to preside over a commission for revision 
of the constitution. The main reform fore¬ 
shadowed at the moment is modification of 
the royal power to dismiss Cabinets and 
appoint high officials including the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

Aly Maher added that the electoral law 
would be reformed to ensure that the next 
Parliament was as representative as possible 
of the whole Egyptian people. Only a 
minority, of the electorate had voted in the 
election which returned the Wafd to power 
in 1949. 

The resumption of parliamentary life 
depends on the political parties having first 
purged themselves or been purged to the 
satisfaction of the Array and the Government. 
But there are signs of a counter revolution 
within the Saadtst Party against that section 
which turned out Ibrahim -Abdul Hady and 
announced that the party’s future programme 
would be that of the Army. The arrest of 
Mahmoud Ghazali, who was Minister of 
Agriculture in -the Hilaly Cabinet, is also 
regarded as a sign of continuing tension 
between the new regime and the political 
parties. Ghazali was brought from Alexandria 
to Cairo on Sunday by Army intelligence 
officers and ordered not to leave his house. 

His detention is said to be connected with 
recent contacts Ghazali has had with political 
leaders who are opposing the Government’s 
policy in certain directions, but there has 
been no official explanation. Ghazall’s back¬ 
ground is mainly official. He was director- 
general of public security and later Governor 
of Cairo. As a politician he would be classed 
as independent. He is the first political figure 
to fall foul of the new rdgitne. 

The Commander-in-Chief has demanded 
that the newspapers stop raking up scandals 
of the old regime and publishing insults and 
slanders. A section of the Press has been 
showing indecent impatience to purge the 
political and official classes which are assumed 
to be no longer in favour in the highest 
quarters. Oddly, there has been no talk of 
purging the newspapers, although many of 
them faithfully did their part in sustaining the 
regime. 
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IMPROVED RELATIONS 

WITH THE WEST 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

In a prepared statement at his Press con¬ 
ference yesterday Mr. Acheson referred to 
;* encouraging developments in Egypt . . . 
including the reform programme.” He added 
that M relations between the United States and 
Egypt remain most friendly and cooperative.” 

Indications of improved relations have not 
come from the American side alone. A Cairo 
radio commentary in English—on lines which 
would have been inconceivable-a few months 
ago—has this week described the Anglo- 

American proposals for a solution of the 

Persian oil dispute as “ a great improvement 
on anything offered to Persia before,” and 
“ undoubtedly generous.” 
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ALY MAHER MEETS 
LANDOWNERS 


REFORMS ACCEPTED IN 
PRINCIPLE 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 
CAIRO, Sept. 4 

Aly Maher, the Egyptian Prime 
Minister, to-day received representatives 
of the principal landed proprietors to hear 
their objections to the proposed land 
reform which, according to forecasts, will 
deprive them of all their land in excess of 
200 acres, for distribution to peasants 
and landless labourers. The number of 
estates larger than 200 acres in Egypt is 
said to be about 2,300. 

The Prime Minister announced after the 
meeting that the delegation had agreed in 
principle to the projected law and that he 
had thanked them for their cooperative 
attitude. The Prime Minister asked the 
delegation to submit by Saturday their views 
on the detailed application of the law. 

Aly Maher appealed to the fellaheen not to 
take action into their own hands but to have 
confidence in the Government, whose inten¬ 
tions were to ensure that the land reform would 
make for social justice and social peace. The 
tendency of tenant farmers to withhold their 
rents in anticipation of the land law had 
already occasioned a stem warning by General 
Neguib, the Commander-in-Chief, The reform 
did not mean anarchy, the General said. All 
existing obligations remained in force until the 
relations between tenants and landowners were 
regulated anew by law. General Neguib 
i assumed that simple-minded agriculturists were 
being led by extremists into action which was 
damaging to the fellaheen’s own interests, and 
declared that if necessary the Army would 
punish severely both the instigators of disorder 
and, with regret, those peasants and workers 
who allowed themselves to be suborned. 

The Prime Minister has welcomed the state¬ 
ment by Mr. Acheson, the United States Secre¬ 
tary of State, expressing good wishes for his 
success and that of his military and civilian 
colleagues in thetr efforts to solve the internal 
problems of Egypt. 
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WAFD’S CHALLENGE TO ARMY 
ON REFORM SCHEMES 


DISAGREEMENT WITH PURGE PLAN 
AND LAND LEGISLATION 

Aly Maher, the Egyptian Prime Minister, has strengthened his 
Cabinet by the appointment of five new Ministers, who will help to 
carry out the policies of economic development and social reform 
favoured by the Army. 

Meanwhile the Wafd has challenged the military leaders by 
declaring its opposition to the proposed land reform legislation and to 
the> demand for a thorough party purge. 


STRENGTHENING 
OF CABINET 


TASKS FOR FIVE NEW 
MINISTERS 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Sept. 5 

Just after Aly Maher had enlarged and 
strengthened his Cabinet to-day, to carry 
out the policies of economic development 
and social reform favoured by the Army, 
the Wafd came into the open as opponents 
of the projected land legislation and also 
of the new regime's plans for the future of 
the political parties. 

The Prime Minister announced the 
appointment of five new Ministers who, it 
is understood, were drawn from a list of 
15 candidates which had the approval of 
the Army command. They include a 
Minister of Reconstruction, who is 
charged with the task of developing the 
resources of Egypt so as to raise the 
standard of living of the mass of the 
people. 

The new Ministers are drawn from the 
ranks of younger men who have made 
their mark in the professions and public 
life, and are known to have progressive 
ideas. They are Mahmoud Mohamed 
Mahmoud (Communications); Ibrahim 
Bayoumi Madkour (Reconstruction); 
Mourad Fahmy (Public Works); Mirrit 
Ghali (Rural Affairs); and Nout ed Din 
Tarraf (Municipalities). 

QUEST FOR OIL 

The Minister of Reconstruction is a 
professor of law and former senator who 
has written a great deal on social and 
agrarian reform. His Ministry, the Prime 
Minister said, would be staffed by experts, 
and would 'be required not only to develop 
existing resources but to prospect for new 
ones. 

The Red Sea coast and the Sinai Peninsula 
might Well be rich in mineral and oil deposits. 
In the agricultural sphere there were millions 
of acres which could be improved and 
exploited. The planned development of 
industry in ad parts of the country, whether 
through Government agency or private enter¬ 
prise, would also be part of the new Ministry’s 
duties. 

Aly Maher has made a separate portfolio 
of rural affairs—hitherto joined to municipal 
affairs. Mirrit Ghali, a Copt, who has been 
put in charge of the new Ministry, has just 
published a study of Egypt’s economic and 


i social, crisis. His duty, the Prime'Minister 
said, is to uplift and modernize the Egyptian 
village, ** which has not changed in 4,000 
years/ 

It was the Governments intention that the 
v ^gers should be drawn into cooperation, 
and the omdeh. who is now appointed from 
Cairo, would in future be the elected head of 
an elected village council. By this means all 
villagers, it was hoped, would develop a per¬ 
sonal sense of responsibility for the welfare of 
their community. Aly Maher envisaged the 
village councils as training grounds for pros- 
pecn J e P em bers of Parliament. It was pro- 
poseo that at least three years’ service in a 
! v “ la se or provincial council would be required 
or all parliamentary candidates. 

Of the other new Ministers, Nour ed Din 
larrat is perhaps best known for his extreme 
nationalism. Mahmoud Mohamed Mahmoud 
is the son of the hue Egyptian statesman of 
he same name, who led the Liberal-Constiiu- 
tional Party, He was formerly president of the 
audits department, and has some reputation 
as an economist. 

Fahmy is a former Government 
official wtto, for reasons creditable to himself, 
feu out with the Wafd Government. He is 
Known to be a strong supporter of social re- 
1°.™:. Two of the Ministers appointed when 
Aly Maher formed his Government on July 23 
now give up office. 


I PARTY*S DECISIONS 

I The Wafd’s decisions were made known by 
berag ed-Dm after a meeting of the executive 
! in Alexandria, under the chairmanship of 
l Mustafa Nahas.. The party declares that it 
f accepts the principle of limitation of land 
I k ut not its application to the present 

i holders of land—which, of course, is the main 
feature of the Bill that the Army is now press¬ 
ing the Government to introduce. 

Instead of concurring in the Army's demands 
that the party purge itself, the .Wafd declares 
that it has suspended the operation of the 
purge committee which it had established. The 
party is prepared to remove members who may 
fall foul of the courts of law, but it does not 
propose to pay any auention to the report of 
the Government’s so-called purification com¬ 
mittees. One of these committees, it will be 
recalled, reported last week an irregularity by a 
prominent Wafd member while he was Minister 
of Public Works. Serag ed-Din stated that the 
executive would meet the parliamentary group 
next week to discuss the attitude of the party 
towards amendment of the constitution and 
the future of parliamentary life. 

EFFECT OF DELAY 


me pan, s statement 15 a cnaiienge to the 
Army, which, although it has promised a return 
to constitutional parliamentary life, is under¬ 
stood to be firm on the point that the Wafd 
will not be give.n a chance to regain power 
under its present leaders. The delay in pro¬ 
mulgating the land reform has given all the 
interests which are likely to lose by it a chance 
i to mobilize opinion, and that has doubtless 
| emboldened the Wafd. 

The party probably hoped to open up a 
gap between the Army and the Prime Minister 
whose views on the pace and method of bring¬ 
ing about limitation of land ownership are 
| known to be less radical than those of the 
military movement. 
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GENERAL NEGUIB DISPLACES 
ALY MAHER 


arrests of political leaders 

Aly Maher’s reluctance to put into force immediately the reforms 
demanded by the Army has led to his resignation and he has been 
succeeded as Egyptian Prime Minister by General Neguib, the leader 
of the recent military coup. 

The Army yesterday carried out a large number of arrests of 
prominent political personalities, including Serag ed-Din, the secre¬ 
tary-general of the Wafd; the arrests appear to have been designed to 
nip in the bud the opposition to the Army’s reforms which was 
gathering round the Wafd. 


EGYPTIAN ARMY 
ACTS 

BLOW TO WAFD 

From Our Ow 

CAIRO, 

The Army command to-day 
Aly Maher, the Prime Minister, and] 
General Neguib. the Commander-ii 
Chief, this evening formed a new Govern-1 
ment, of which he is Prime Minister him¬ 
self. During the night nearly 50 poli" 


sa, 

Syeht'Ag'ricuh 


official, and military personalities were 
arrested, including Fuad Scrag ed-Din, the 
secretary-general of the Wafd. and two 

.. 


..s, Ahmed 

Hilaly and Ibrahim Abdel 
dent of the Saadist Party. 

The second phase of the military 

which was launched on July 23 is designed l 

to clear the political field of impediments 

to the Army's programme of reform. 
General Neguib interrupted a Cabinet 
meeting last night to inform Aly Maher 
that either the law for th.e break-up of the 


in the form desired by the Army, or i 
Army and the Prime Minister would hs 

GATHERING OPPOSITION 




fana&ss' 
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Academy, where members of the former King's 
This action was intended to break up thei 
opposition which was said to be mobilizing! 
round ihe Wafd to the Army's land policy 1 

- ..- jgsjirr. 

rc^of them. General Neguib 


leader of the Nationalist Party, an„ __ 

concealed his anti-British sentiments. Hassan 
cl-Baquory was the unsuccessful rival of 
Hodetbi m the election of the Supreme Guide 
Muslim Brotherhood, 
ed Farrag Tayeh, the new Foreign 
-t, was Egyptian Minister in Iraq 
in a recent reshuffle of diplomatic 
iB“S* •« was nominated to the legation in 
pS^^rer.&ti, ITteen^^ 
"eoi of the Council of State. 

ARRESTED EX-MINISTERS 
Those arrested this morningalso included: — 
tJsman Mokarram and Soliman Ghannam. 
th former Wafd Ministers; Abdel Hamid 

deputy Chief of the Royal Cabinet; Hamed 
Gouda, vice-president of the Saadist Party; 
Abbas Halim, president of the Socialist 
ers' Party; Nabil Said Halim; Nabil 

-- Daoud: General Omar Mohamed 

Hassan; General Ahmed Talaat; Mustapha 
Sadck uncle of Queen Narriman; Ahmed 
Ghalfar; Hefni Mahmoud; Mahmoud 
.° former Saadist Minister; all former 
Liberal Constitutionalist Ministers; Farid 
-lot*, who was Hilaly's Minister of Propa- 
la; Fuad Abaza; Edgard Gallad, propric- 
of the newspaper AI Zamtm: Hussein 
my, a Minister in Hilali's Government; 
m" Cd of S lh beih Sa a d" d A1> el - R8 S‘jj, 
u; Mahmoud Ghazali, former P Gover- 

of Cairo and Minister i ". 

Government; Abdel Azis el-Bai 
Serag ed-Din'" 

Wahab Husni; 


This n 




Regent i were already assembled, ant 
According to military circles, General 
NegurtMame to the^conclusion in the course | 
the partnership could not be continued 
lion was by agreement between the Army and 
come fi co “it lhal . th * h li,r ‘ 1 

coooerate with General Neguib. 

Before he resigned, various Slate_ 

attributed to a military spokesman had given 


..,. wt jtSK 

Chawky; Sayed Salem, a supporter of Serag 
ed-Din; Abdullah Sadek; Kemal Riad; 
Mahmoud el-Bidcini; Amin el-Sheimy; Ismail 
el Mcligi; Colonel Ahmed Youssef Habib; 
Captain Mohamed Bayoumi el-Baraki; 
Youssef Rasltad; Mahmoud Talaat; Abdullah 
Hamid: Nagib Salem; Ahmed Youssef Gabr; 
Abdel Lalif el-Mardanly; Ahmed el Wakil, 
brolher-in-law of Mustapha Nahas; Ali el- 
Kbtshkani, a prominent Saadist; Dr. Ahmed 
el-Naqib, former director of the El Moassa 
Hospital, Alexandria, who was concerned with 
k—m Tabet in the scandal over the hospitals 
:y fund: Albert Misrahi, an Egyptian 
•h murnalist working for the Agcncc 




aettve enough in cooperation with the Army. 
His failure to impose any general reorganiza¬ 
tion of the pohucal parlies—which mcani. 
ofrinffuemiai leaden; c ? mpd jj n * lh ? rcm ovai 
far refused 11 to^discard-^as memionid.^and 
perhaps tryhtg'to’crMie a "nef'diciat’orship 
ha J c ^IJ0ns between the Army and Aly Maher 

In'a^xmgOT'pace^nd^"^?'" 

NEWSPAPER TAUNTS 

dramatic reS^^^the^tatute^book and 


!xn n s K._ 

have serious implications 
and finances. Taunts ht 


Ministers preferred to 




hSSurJis 

J'don^FrWsynighu 

* Y my J s f TOt'amma' into^HSft.'Vnd !° vS' 
Ihe w'Ku'S rely^on^s^'on? 

dependent politicians and politicians of other 
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MILITARY INFLUENCE 
INCREASED 


PRESSURE FOR REFORM 


FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 


First impressions of the latest sudden 
moves in Egypt are hardly reassuring. 

General Neguib, if he had wished to seize 
power himself, could have done so when 
Prince Farouk was forced to abdicate seven 
weeks ago. He preferred then to support Aly 
Maher, as Prime Minister, with a makeshift, 
hybrid, politico-military regime, but he has 
now become Prime Minister, as well as Com- 
mandcr-in-Chtef, and the change may indicate 
that the influence of his more extreme military 
supporters has increased; Egypt has mean¬ 
while come a stage closer to military dictator¬ 
ship. 

The land reform, over which Aly Maher 
resigned, would limit the maximum amount 
of land which any one person can hold in 
Egypt to 200 acres. Although the purpose of 
this reform—to break down the extreme gulf 
between rich and poor in Egypt—is in itself 
| laudable, the reform is one which must be 
carefully applied if the productivity of large 
estates is not to be reduced, and if the 
Egyptian economy is not to be injured by 
over-hasty and unfair provisions for landlords’ 
compensation. Some of the Army leaders 
have held out the blessings of the reform as 
a shining and immediate hope to the fellaheen. 
They were unwilling to wait prudently until 
financial compensation for the expropriation 
of ihe larger estates could be provided for, and 
it seems that it is the military extremists rather 
than General Neguib himself who have now 
forced Aly Maher's hand. 


ALY MAHER 

Aly Maher’s resignation leaves a serious gap. 
An Independent and an able lawyer, he had 
been Prime Minister of four Governments 
since 1936. Although in 1942 he was held 
in detention for pro-Axis sympathies, he was 
recalled to form the Government which 
succeeded the Wafd regime after the riots 
of January 26 last. His present endeavours 
to reform Egyptian political and social con¬ 
ditions and to revive the Egyptian economy 
had won him increasing respect since he took 
office seven weeks ago. 

The arrests, if present reports are confirmed, 

; seem to_ be aimed not so much at purging 
the political parties as a whole as at removing 
certain elements which might threaten the 
military junta's position, and at paying off 
old scores. Thus the arrest of several pro¬ 
minent Saadists possibly indicates the influ¬ 
ence of the Muslim Brotherhood in the Army. 
The Saadist Government of Abdel Hadi took 
stern measures to repress the Brotherhood after 
the assassination of Nokrashy Pasha, the 
Saadist Prime Minister, in 1948. 

The arrests are not apparently an attack 
upon the Wafd as a whole, as Mustaphn 
Nahas, the' party leader, is not included. 
They are, however, a blow at that section of 
the Wafd which was led by Serag ed-Din. 


FAILURE OF PARTIES TO 
PURGE THEIR RANKS 


AN ARMY BROADCAST 

A statement issued from General Neguib’s 
headquarters was broadcast yesterday in 
Cairo radio's English and foreign services. It 
said: “ The Army revolt was not merely a 
movement against the ex-King, but it has 
also been, still is, and always will be a force 
directed against corruption in all its forms. 
The ex-King was only a symbol of a past age 
which continues to be represented among those 
who cooperated with him. including former 
statesmen, members of his suite, and those 
close to him, as well as all those who 
exploited means of power for making fortunes 
at the expense of the weak and oppressed. We 
have on repeated occasions asked members of 
various organizations to purge their ranks and 
to remove all those who were under suspicion 
as regards honest dealing and injustices to the 
people, so that the country may enjoy an 
honest life under honest people. 

“ Such parties and organizations were reluc¬ 
tant to carry out our requests and resorted to 
evasion of the issues. Consequently we had 
. to arrest and hold in custody certain indi¬ 
viduals to whom this was applicable, so that 
we could give those concerned the opoor- 

■ tunity of attesting to events in an atmospnere 
free of their influence, so '.hat every individual 

• could give his evidence in an atmosphere free 
j of fear and in tranquillity. The army, vigilant 

over the rights of the country, will not give! 

• in on the rights of the people and will not 
allow any individual, whatever his position, 

• to play with the fate of the people actuated 

■ by selfish desire. Our dear country mustj 
occupy the place it deserves in the sun with 

! lhe „ hel P of our slr0Q fi arms. May God lead 
l us. — Reuter. 
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The Anglo-American Council on Produc¬ 
tivity publishes its “ final report ” to-day. 
Its work will be continued by the British 
Productivity Council, (p. 2) 

SPORT 

Race meetings were held on Saturday at 
Manchester, Folkestone, and Lanark. 
(P-7) 

The Harlequins beat Sir Wavell Wake¬ 
field's international XV in a Rugby 
match at Twickenham, (p. 7) 

Crouch yachting festival was concluded at 
Burnham, (p. 7) 

Festival cricket matches were begun at 
Hastings, Scarborough, and Kingston. 
(P- 7) 


to arrest the Wafd's secretary-general, I 
Serag ed-Din, and also to arrest some 
fifty prominent men in public life, includ¬ 
ing members of all political parties. Some 
at least, like Hjlaly and Hafiz Afifi, 
have a record of honourable service to 
the country. 

This drastic action must have pre-l 
cipitated Aly Maher's departure; for 
all his belief that only radical reforms 
could save Egypt in her present predica¬ 
ment, the Prime Minister belonged to thel 


PIONEERS 

Pioneers must take their lives in their 
hands. If they had not dared to do so 
through the ages the earth, so far as men 
knew, would be flat and poised, motion¬ 
less. in space, and microbes would still be 
working mysteriously to spread disease. 
John Derry and Tony Richards, who 
died at Farnborough on Saturday at their 
moment of triumph after breaking once 
more through the sound barrier, have 
gone to join a gallant companionship. 
They are one in fame with the navigators 
of the little sailing ships who perished, 
long ago, westward bound, in the un¬ 
charted Atlantic ocean and with the 
climbers who sleep high up on the 
unconquered steeps of Everest. No 
less in the tradition of pioneering 
was the flight, faster than sound, taken as 
a prompt sequel to the disaster by a third 
daring and experienced pilot. Neville 
Duke. The life of.action may, sometimes, 
fittingly hold the mirror up to art, for, 
in life as in drama—and in the most sober 
and inescapable sense of the phrase—the 
show must go on. Farnborough, since 
the days when a branch of the Royal 
Engineers was preparing the way for the 
unborn Royal Flying Corps.'has been the 
scene of many such acts of resolution in 
the face of adversity. The men of the jets 
are heirs to a stem and noble rule of duty 
—and they are worthy of those who went 
before them. 

The de Havilland DH 110 failed, for 
reasons that have to be explored, to stand 
the novel stresses put upon the most care¬ 
fully designed and constructed creations 
of engineering by a speed of 700 miles 
an hour. It is not the first type of 
its kind to bear with it to destruction a 
pilot who could ill be spared. The great 
house of de Havilland has given a son 
whose aircraft flew into pieces above the 
Thames estuary, to the cause of keeping 
the British lead in this revolution in move¬ 
ment through the skies. Such grievous 
loss is not in vain. The significance for 
peaceful purposes and, if the bitter neces¬ 
sity arose, for war of the new method of 
propulsion makes an unflinching readi¬ 
ness to face danger a demand not to be 
denied. The pilots who answer the call 
are a picked band, trained in nerve and 
skill to handle aircraft that, only a few 
years ago, seemed, even to the expert, a 
dream by Jules Verne. They must, 
however quick they are to respond with 
eyes and hands to the messages of the 
brain, depend largejy on mechanical aids. 
Even an ''ace” among "aces" in the 
cockpit will, more and more, as invention 
marches on, rely on his machine to bring 
him safely at such perilous speeds to his 
contact with the ground. A margin for 
“ pilot's error ” will always remain and, 
as all pilots cannot be “ aces," the need 
will never lessen for the utmost wisdom 
to be shown by those in charge of training. 

Young men will be proud, in this swift- 
changing era of faster than sound flight, 
to be chosen to master the aircraft which 
have made Britain the envy of the world. 
They deserve the best that science and 
technical skill can give them and all the 
help that comes from the experience of 
that devoted body of veterans, the in¬ 
structors. Everyone, from Sir Geoffrey 
de Havilland to the youngest entrant 
to the flying service and to the factories 
upon which it relies for progress, is en¬ 
titled to expect that this combined opera¬ 
tion will receive attention and acclaim at 
home and oversea. Britain owes to herself 
and to her sons immediately concerned 
that the achievements of the jet shall be 
made widely known. This must be fairly 
recognized, even insisted upon, to-day 
when the cloud of tragedy hangs over the 
mostfamous of the Farnborough shows so 
far. There is a difference of kind, however, 
between those who come from all over the 
world to view the flying because their 
business is aircraft and the larger gather¬ 
ings who come, as on Saturday, to see 
the spectacle. The doubt, suggested by 
Famborough's first grim casualty list, is 
of the wisdom of such pioneering displays 
over the heads of a densely packed crowd, 
until the hazards which face the brave 
flyers arc better understood and more 
nearly overcome. 

Egypt Under Army Rule 

Two days after he had re-formed his 
Cabinet in a way which he hoped would 
enable it to carry out the policies of 
economic development and social reform 
favoured by the army, the Egyptian Prime 
Minister, Aly Maher, has handed in his 
resignation to the Council of Regency. 
His place has been taken by General 
Neguib, who thus combines the two key 
offices of Prime Minister and Com- 
mander-in-Chief in his own hands, 
together with that of War Minister. Egypt 
has now fallen under a military dictator- 
I |. hi P even more complete than that which 

Syria has known for the last few years; 
i for General Neguib has come forward 
1 openly—if wirh reluctance—to exercise 
both civil and military power, while 
Colonel Sheshekly has been content to 
remain in the background to rule through 
his nominees. General Neguib’s action 
is the more remarkable because Egypt, 
unlike Syria, has long lived under the 
tradition of parliamentary government. 

Exactly why General Neguib has now 
decided to give up his original intention 

OTce^'e" success™/ th" politics when 
assured is uncertain. It has been clear 
for some time, however, that he looks 
on most Egyptian public men as unfitted 
to carry through the radical changes in 
national, social, and economic life which 
he is planning. His demand that the 
political parties should purge themselves 
of undesirable elements before they take 
further part in public affairs was heeded 
by the Saadists and some other groups, 
but has been ignored by his most powerful 
rival, the Ward. Last Friday the execu¬ 
tive committee of the Wafd defied the 
authority of the commission set up to 
investigate corruption and went on to 
criticize the legislation for the redistribu¬ 
tion of land to which the army is com¬ 
mitted. General Neguib no doubt saw 
that the effect of this stand by the Wafd 
was to strengthen the hands and revive 

the hopes of the vested interests in Egypt 
who oppose the projected land laws and 
dislike the radical programme announced 
in Successive proclamations. General 
Neguib's reply to the challenge has been 


way to redistribute the land is to do it 
more quickly than the existing political 
machinery will allow. They see that the 
masses are impatient at any delay; and 
it is to the masses that they must look if 
they are to break the influence of the 
Wafd and the powerful interests which 
had begun to rally behind it Moreover, 

General Neguib knew that Aly Maher, 
with his long administrative experience, 
had become alarmed at the loss of produc¬ 
tion which the satisfaction of the army's 
demand for the immediate break-up of the 
great estates would mean. Some of these 
estates are well managed and contribute 
largely to Egypt's productive capacity- 
even though they are managed for the 
benefit of the owners, not of the 
cultivators. 

For the time at least General Neguib 
has decided to work with a Cabinet 
“mostly of civilians." He has chosen as 
his deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of the Interior a civilian, Soliman Hafez 

—who, however, has lately been coun¬ 
sellor to the Army Command. In fact, 

Egyptian public life. This may be perilous. 

The General himself is well-meaning and 

patriotic, but some of those round him 
have more zeal than discretion. He has 
the best of grounds for trying to carry 
through the reforms which he knows that 
Egypt needs, but he has now taken the 
first decisive step along the path which 
leads to unrelieved military dictatorship. 
The strong temptation will be to use a 
soldier’s short cuts instead of the more 
cautious methods of civilian administra¬ 
tors. He will be wise to remember that 
reforms effected in this fashion rarely 
prove lasting because they lack the basis 


Replying to Russia 

Austria and Germany continue to be the 
subjects on which the western Powers and 
the Kremlin have their most protracted 
exchanges. Last week saw the dispatch to 
Moscow of another Note about the long- 
delayed treaty with Austria, and the 
familiar process of drafting a reply to a 
Soviet Note about Germany is once more 
well under way. The British, French, and 
American representatives who have been 
consulting in London have had before 
them the latest Russian proposal, which 
was that a four-Power conference should 
be held not later than October to 
discuss (in this order) a peace treaty 
with Germany, the formation of an 
all-German Government, and the holding 
of free elections in Germany. Since 
this is an exact inversion of the 
order in which the west considers a 
conference could usefully approach the 
German question, it can hardly be 
accepted. What is important is the way 
in which the western Powers will set out 
their reasons for refusing to accept it. 
They must show to public opinion—and 
especially to opinion in France and Ger¬ 
many, whose Parliaments have yet to 

ratify the arrangements that will lead to 
German rearmament and a hardening of 
the division of Germany—that, in refusing 
a conference on the Russian terms, they 
are not standing upon a point of procedure 
but defending basic principles. 

The original Russian suggestion, first 
made in March, foresaw an all-German 
Government participating directly in the 
evolution of a peace treaty. Nothing was 
said then about how the all-German 
Government was to come into being, and 
the assumption—never denied by the 
Russians—was that it would be nominated 
from among the leaders of east and west 
Germany. The German Government 
which was to take part in the preparation 
of the treaty, and under which Germany 
was once again to achieve unity, was to 
be composed in part by members of a 
Soviet satellite State, in whose choosing 
the free voice of the German people had 
had no say. Inevitably, and rightly, the 
west then made the question of free elec¬ 
tions not only the touchstone of Soviet 
good faith but the only topic on which, 
to begin with, a four-Power conference 
could lead anywhere. In their subsequent 
and latest Note the Russians have shifted 
ground. Though members of the present 
Governments in east and west Germany 
are to be invited to attend the four-Power 
conference “ during the discussion of rele¬ 
vant questions,” the all-German Govern¬ 
ment is to have no part in the peace! 
making. Indeed, it would not be formed! 
until the treaty had been drawn up, and 
the elections would come later still. Thus 
the Russians have now fallen back on the 
Potsdam Agreement with its provision that 
the only duty of a German Government 
vis-a-vis a peace treaty, is to accept iL 
Discussion of the treaty and the unifica- 

delay would/to°heSovie°wayof thbikin^’ 

be utterly groundless "—for the forma¬ 
tion of an all-German Government. How 
d .°. es ,. this volte-face affect western 
thinking ? 

The answer is that it does not affect 
' l , a ' a - To begin with, the imposition 
of a treaty upon the Germans in the 
manner foreseen by the Potsdam Agree¬ 
ment is clearly impossible now; and the 
western Powers will be quite justified in! 
emphasizing in their reply the total dis- 
regard for German feelings which the sub¬ 
stantial Russian proposal implies. Dis¬ 
cussion of a peace treaty and of the 
unification of Germany must automati¬ 
cally involve discussion of the constitu- 
tional basts upon which a newly unified 
State is to be built Clearly the three 
western Powers cannot, either from their 
own point of view or in the light of their 
commitments to the Federal Republic, 
agree to a united Germany unless they 
can be reasonably certain that democratic 
rights and usages, as understood and prac- 
used by the west are assured. The 
Russian draft treaty speaks of an 
independent democratic, peace-loving 
State"; but these words on Russian lip? 
do not mean the same as they do in the 
west Everything, therefore, leads back to 
the test of free elections, which is why 
the three Powers-and the Government 
in Bonn—will continue to insist on its 
pre-eminence. 

Although they have put the question in 
the third place on their agenda, the Rus¬ 
sians have, in fact now agreed to discuss 
free elections and the setting up of a com¬ 
mission to study the conditions for such 
elections. Is it arguable (as the east Ger¬ 
man politicians have already argued) that 
once a four-Power conference was joined, 
all these questions—peace treaty, unifica¬ 
tion, an all-German Government, free| 
elections-—-would become mixed up to¬ 
gether and be answered together 7 This is! 
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EGYPTIAN CABINET ACTION ON 
POLITICAL PARTIES 


land reform scheme approved 

General Neguib’s Cabinet early to-day approved a Bill to 
reorganize the Egyptian political parties, and also the land reform 
scheme limiting holdings io 200 acres. 

It is thought that the Army’s “new deal” for the fellaheen will 
affect some 2,300 estates and make about 800,000 acres available for 
peasant holdings. 


BREAKING UP BIG 
ESTATES 


OFFICERS’ IMPATIENCE 

From Our Own. Correspondent 
CAIRO, Sept. 8 

General Neguib presided to-night at the 
first meeting of his Cabinet, which was 
expected to give immediate approval to the 
much-debated land law. Officers from 
General Headquarters, Dr. Emary, the 
Finance Minister, and Dr. San Houry, the 
president of the Council of State, met 

earlier to put the finishing touches to the 
draft decree. 

The field was cleared for the enactment 
of the law by yesterday’s action by the 
Army which resulted in Aly Maher's 
departure from the office of Prime Mini¬ 
ster and the arrest of a large number of 
personalities opposed to the Army’s pro¬ 
gramme. The land reform is the piece de 
resistance of the Army’s “ new deal ” for 
the fellaheen. According to the latest 
forecast it will provide for the immediate 
purchase by the Government of that part 
of landlords’ holdings in excess of 200 
acres and the distribution to peasants of 
the land taken over in holdings of not less 
than two and not more than five acres. 

EFFECT ON PRODUCTION 

On that basis some 2,300 estates would 
be affected, and about 800,000 acres would 
be made available for peasant holdings. 
But it is now reported that landowners 
with families may be allowed to retain up 
to 400 acres. The experts have qualms 
about the effect on agricultural production 
of breaking up the large estates. But in 
the view of the Army—and it may well 
be right—political and social necessities 
outweigh the possible economic dis¬ 
advantages. It is pointed out that the 
services performed by the landlord in the 
way of expert management of irrigation, 
of pest control, the supply of animals, 
implements, seeds, fertilizers, and credit 
can be carried out either by the State or 
through farmers’ cooperatives. 

Much will depend on the speed at which 
the reform is carried out. It is stated that 
the intention is to redistribute the land over 
a period of five years. The present land¬ 
lords would become the tenants of the 
Government for the expropriated land 
until such time as the Government is ready 
to distribute it among the peasants. 

U became clearer to-day that the explanation 
of yesterday’s action lies in the impatience of 
the Commander-in-Chief and bis group of 
officers to apply the political, social, and 
agrarian reforms about which they are in dead 
earnest. In his letter accepting office from the 
Council of Regency General Neguib spoke of 
the necessity of quickly realizing the Army’s 
aims. The new arrangement by which he has 
added the duties of Prime Minister and 
Minister of War to those of Commander-in- 
Chief would, he said, permit time to be saved 
in exchanging views between the military com¬ 
mand and the Cabinet. The necessity of saving 
time had been the principal motive of Aly 
Maher s resignation. 

The newspapers doubtless express an Armv 
complaint when they say that Aly Maher 


I developed objections to various features of the 
land law after the Army had understood that 
| us terms had been agreed between the Army! 
and the Government. The officers are known 
to have been irritated by the hearings which 
the Prime Minister gave last week to the views| 
of large landowners. They are thought to have 
developed suspicions that Aly Maher hoped to 
manage the land reform and the purge of the 
political parties in such a way as to win the 
support of these parties for himself rather than 
lor the Army's policies. A statement by 
General Headquarters said that the Army 
would “ permit no one, however exalted in 
rank, to play with the fate of the people in 
order to gratify personal ambitions at no cost 
to himself.” 

RETICENT OFFICIALS 

At midday to-day the arrests which accom¬ 
panied the change of Government were said 
to number 48. Official quarters are reticent 
about them. The newspapers concluded from 
the round-up of political leaders that the 
parties were about to be dissolved. It appears, 
however, that the Army's intention may bci 
| to give the members a further opportunity of 
'carrying out the internal reorganization and 
readjustment of policies tp which the leaders 
.now detained were impediments. The Army 
expects new leaders to emerge who will be 
ready to cooperate with it in transforming 
Egyptian society, new leaders with whom it 
can cooperate without contaminating the 
i Principle of dean government for which it 
; stands. 

Among those arrested are a number of per¬ 
sonalities who, the Army considers, should] 
i bf - bro . u eht to account for some of their actions 
;while in positions of authority. The Govern¬ 
ment’s purge committees have had some diffi¬ 
culty in obtaining evidence about corrupt 
. transactions. A statement by General Head-! 
quarters points out that persons having infor- 
imation to lodge can now do so in an atmo-: 
sphere of security. 

It was not clear how widely the term “ cor¬ 
ruption ” is applied. The arrest of such dis- 
tmguished figures as the ex-Prime Minister j 
N eguib Hilaly, and of Hafez Afifi, the former! 
Gruel of the Royal Cabinet, would suggest 
^hat the Army regards the roles they have 
played in the government of Egypt this year as 
m some way damaging to the national interest.' 

MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD 

Ibrahim Abdul Hadi, another former Prime 
Minister, had resigned from the leadership of 
the Saadist Party before he was arrested. But 
!he was in office at the time that Hassan el- 
Banna, the Supreme Guide of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, was murdered, and he was the 
head of the Government which suppressed the 
brotherhood after one of its members had 
assassinated Prime Minister Nolcrashy Pasha. 
The brotherhood’s influence is now in the 
ascendant again. The Army’s reasons for not 
arresting Muscapha Nahas, the Wafd leader, 
can probably be related to his age and the state 
of his health. 

Prince Mohamed Aly, the heir presumptive, 
has resigned from the presidency of the 
Mohamed Aly Club in Cairo. It is understood 
that he desires to take up residence abroad. The 
Army, as already reported, thinks that Egypt 
has no need of a crown prince. 

Cairo, Sept. 9.—-The Egyptian. Cabinet, 
presided- over by General Neguib.: 
approved a Bill to reorganize Egyptian; 
political parties and also passed the land 
reform scheme limiting individual hold¬ 
ings to 200 acres. The meeting lasted 
more than six hours.— Reuter. 

Cairo, Sept. 8. —The deputy director of' the 
Near East department of the American Statei 
Department, Mr. Wells Stabler, arrived here 
to-day on what he described as an •'official 1 
routine tour ” of Near Eastern countries.— 

Reuter. 
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EGYPTIAN LAND 
REFORM S 

CABINET APPROVAL 

■SUSPENDED SENTENCE” 
ON PARTIES 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, Sept. 9 

By the end of its first meeting, which 
lasted until half-past three this morning. 
General Neguib’s Cabinet had approved 
a new deal for the fellaheen and also the 
terms of a law to which the principal 
Egyptian parties are required to conform 
if they wish to remain in existence. 

The land reform, described by Fathi 
Radwan, the Minister of State, as “ the first 
stage in the renewal of our economic and social 
structure." is in the main on the lines forecast 
yesterday. Such changes as have been made 
give it a less drastic and hasty character. The 
reform is to be spread over five years, during 
which possibly 700,000 acres—no precise esti- 

-possible—will pass from the possession 

.big landowners to peasant proprietors 

and landless labourers. Only a fraction of the 
land-hungry peasantry of Egypt can benefit, 
but in addition to its provisions for redistri¬ 
buting land, the law fixes rents, gives the 
tenant farmer greater security of tenure, and 
provides for the regulation of labourers' wages 
by a commission to be created by the Ministry 
of Agriculture. Henceforth, labourers will be 
allowed to organize in trade unions. 

The maximum permissible holding of land 
is fixed at 200 acres, as was expected, but the 
landowner may retain an additional 50 acres 
for each of two children. The prospective task 
of the Finance Minister is lightened by spread¬ 
ing Government purchase, as well as the redis¬ 
tribution of the landowners’ excess acres, over 
the five-year period. Until his excess acreage 
has been requisitioned by the Government, tnc 

landowner retains possession, but he will have 
to pay for the privilege. A special tax equal to 
five times the ordinary land tax is to be levied 
on the acreage in excess of 200 acres. This 
means the landowner will pay to the Govern¬ 
ment nearly ihe full rental value of his land. 
That should encourage landowners to take 
advantage of the authority given them by the 
law to sell land directly to peasants whose 
present holdings do not exceed 10 acres, pro¬ 
vided they are not relatives. 

COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES 

Requisitioned land is to be sold by the 
Government in lots of not more than five 
and not fewer than two acres, and the smallest 
organized into coopera- 


t the former accept t 


proprietors ai 

vices normally provided by landowners, The 
application of the law is entrusted to a com¬ 
mittee of under-secretaries of state over which 
the Minister of Agriculture will preside. 

The newspaper AI Misri comments to-day 
that the success of the reform will depend 
mainly on the cooperation which the Govcrn- 
receives from both landowners and 
— It is vital, the newspaper says, 
™" “ “* consequences of 

.- discipline and retrain from taking 

advantage of the occasion to repay old scores. 

The Wafd executive, with Musiafa Nahas in 
the chair, held a long meeting at Alexandria 
to-day to discuss the Government's decree- 
■aw. on the reorganization of the political 
parties. The law provides that anyone desiring 
'“ form a political party must send notice 

the Minister of the Interior giving the names 
the founders, their financial resources, and 
—according to some versions—a statement of 
the party's aims. Should the Minister raise 
objections, the founders have the right of 
appeal to the Council of Slate. 

PROVISIONS OF LAW 
II is laid down that all parlies must deposit 
...eir funds in a recognized bank and submit 
accounts regularly to the members. No party 
may admit as a member any person who has 
served a prison sentence, been accused ol 
abuse of influence or of acquiring illicit gain, 
or who has taken money for illicit reasons 
ajoreign ^Power or the agency of a 


o any business concern which has received 
pecial favours from the Government. The 
sw stipulates that existing political parties 
must reorganize themselves in accordance with 
its provisions. If they have not been dissolved, 
the parties are clearly under suspended 

It is announced that the former Prime 
Minister. Aiy Maher, will lead the Egyptian 
delegation at ihe meenng of the Council of 
the Arab League which begins here to-morrow. 
An article by our Cairo Correspondent 


ARAB LEAGUE LEADER 
RESIGNS 


ACTION BEFORE MEETING 

Cairo, Sept. 9.—The Egyptian 

, Secretary-General of the Arab League, 
1 Abdel Rahman Azzam. resigned to-night, 
on the eve of an important meeting of the 
league's council which is being held here 
to-morrow. The council is a consultative 
body of the seven Arab States of 
Middle East. 

An Egyptian Foreign Office spokesman 
said earlier to-night that the significance 
of the council session lay in the fact that 
it was the first meeting since the Arab 
League collective security pact of 1949 
came into force last August, after 
ratification by four member States. 

Abdel Rahman Azzam was urn..,, 
mously elected Secretary-General of the 
Arab League when it was constituted 
1945.— Reiner. 


POLITICAL CRISIS IN 
THE LEBANON 

AN EMERGENCY CABINET 

Beirut. Sept. 9.—The President of ih 
Lebanon, Bechari al-Khoury. appointed 
ihree-man emergency Cabinet after the resigna 
tion of all the ministers of Sami Solh’s Cabint 
to-day. The crisis developed when tw 
Ministers resigned because, they said, the Prim 
Minister imended to avoid asking Parliamct 
for a vote of confidence as the Cabinet ha 
decided. Afler the Prime Minister ha 
addressed Parliament all the remainin 
Ministers tendered their resignations. Th 
President thereupon issued a decree accept in 

was considered 
was no longer ... - 

The three-man emergent 

by Nazim Akkari. chief of_ 

office, who becomes Prime Mini 
Defenc 


re resigned as 




Agriculture and Information. B 
i lau, a member of the High Customs Cour,-,,, 
Works"*!nsirucri ° f an" 3 ™*' Economy - Public | 
of the Customs Council, Mussa Mubaral 
takes the portfolios of Justice. Posts and Tele 
graphs, and Social Affairs. 

* official statement to-night announcedl 


th: 




S ited his consultations for forming a r 
inisiry acceptable to the people. 

This is taken to mean that the opposit 
will be approached to join a coalition.— Reu, 
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ARMY RULE IN EGYPT 


GENERAL NEGUIB’S RISE TO 
SUPREME POWER 

From Our Ca ro Correspondent 


General Neguib, after rather more than 
six weeks on the bridge, has assumed 
complete command in Egypt; the resigna¬ 
tion on Sunday of Aly Maher has led to 
the formation of a new Cabinet in which 
the Commander-in-Chief is himself Prime 
Minister. With this dual power he will per¬ 
haps conduct the affairs of Egypt much as I 
Colonel Sheshekly, as both Deputy Prime! 
Minister of Syria and Army Chief ofj 
Staff, has been guiding destinies in 


It was as a comparatively junior and 
little-known officer that General Neguib 
burst into Cairo on July 23—at the head, 
as is now known, of only one battalion. 
He and his colleagues of the junta were 
decidedly daring in putting their fortunes 
I to the test. A few days later he was receiv- 
I ing from all parts of Egypt the homage 
| due to a king and had, whether he knew it 
or not, accepted the responsibilities of a I 
king. He is said to have come late to the ] 
leadership of the military movement, per¬ 
haps during the three weeks of the Sirry 
Pasha Government, when the King, 
through his Commander-in-Chief, Haidar 
Pasha, was stepping up pressure on the 
| actively discontented section of the Army. 

EXCELLENT CHOICE 

Be that as it may, Mohammed Neguib 
was an excellent choice for leader of a 
movement which had to justify itself 
before the public as well as to the Army. 
He. impresses as having character as well 
as ideals. He has the accomplishments of 
the public man as well as the soldier, 
notably the capacity to express himself in 
language which the mass of the people 
understand. 

First thoughts on July 23 were that 
General Neguib had taken the law into 
his own hands just to make an end of 
Army grievances—and had done so 
against the wrong Government The 
Army's interests seemed to be safe 
enough in the hands of Hilaly Pasha, 
whom the King had just appointed 
Prime Minister. But first thoughts 
had soon to be revised. The formula 
“ workers and peasants ” began to 
be bruited as soon as a military spokes¬ 
man appeared on the scene. As was dis¬ 
closed by degrees, the intention of-General 
Neguib and his officers was to preside 
over a new deal for the Egyptian masses. 
The credit, if things go well, will belong 
to a group of 10 politically minded—but 
also professionally competent—officers in 
their thirties or early forties. They had 
long and sedulously worked on the Army’s 
discontents against the King in order to 
be able to use it eventually as an instru¬ 
ment of social revolution. 

The most influential of this group is 
Colonel Abd el-Naaser, who is in charge 
| of the Commander-in-Chief’s office. 
Colonel Anwar Sadat, whose antecedents 
j from a British point of view are stormy, 
jis another strong and able personality. 
Colonel Rachad Mehanna, now a member| 
of the Council of Regency, was under) 
arrest for a time in 1947 for allegedly plot¬ 
ting against the King. Politicallv the 
group forms a mixed bag. Colonel 
Mehanna and three or four others are 
said to be if not members of at least i 
strong sympathizers with the Moslem 
Brotherhood. One or two are credited! 
with haying Wafdist sympathies, and* 
others with being just leftist in one degree! 
or another. What they have in common* 
is that they all belong to the middle 
classes. Their second objective, after the* 
King, is the landowning and business! 
aristocracy which has either provided the 
Government, or been the power behind the 
Government of Egypt since she became an 
independent State. 

CHEQUERED CAREER 

General Neguib and the junta naturally 
turned to Aly Maher for their Prime 
Minister. At the age of 74. with a 
chequered political career behind him, Aly 
Maher must admit to being a man of the 
old regime. But, exceptionally among 
Egyptian politicians of his stature, he was 
interested in reconstruction and reform 
As long ago as 1945 he had sketched out 
what was irreverently described as his pub¬ 
lic school programme. It included such 
items as redistribution of land and a bill 
of rights for labour. The “ national 
front through which he hoped to imple¬ 
ment it did not materialize. The Army 
gave him the chance to put the programme 
into effect; he failed to take it perhaps 
because General Neguib or his advisers 
wanted it implemented faster and mon 
radically than the Prime Minister wished 

No one can say that a new deal is not 
overdue in Egypt. It has long been obvious 
to the more far-seeing politicians that 1 
either the present system would throw up 
leaders to conduct an orderly revolution 
or that the masses would liberate them¬ 
selves from the present system by the 
methods which extremists advocated 
Hilaly Pasha's Minister of the Interior’ 
Mortada Maraghy, the nonpareil of 
security officers, used to say that he 
thought the Army and police could main¬ 
tain law and order for a year or two still 
but after that the deluge, unless something 
drastic had been done about Egypt’s social 
problems. Yet it would be unfair to sav 


that no Egyptian Government has had a 
social conscience. Part of the trouble is 
that the root causes of Egypt’s crisis are— 
except perhaps in the very long run—out¬ 
side the control of the best-intentioned 
Government Better government would 
have moderated the impact of the econo¬ 
mic crisis on the less well-off sections of 
the population, but observers here can 
sympathize with, if not approve, the atti¬ 
tude of Ministers who took refuge in diver¬ 
sionary manoeuvres of a patriotic brand. 

POPULATION DOUBLED 

For the fact is that the population of 
Egypt is increasing a good deal faster than 

productive capacity. The people—now 
20 million, of whom 14 million live on 
and off the land—are twice as many as 
they were 50 years ago. But there has 
been no comparable development in the 
size of the cultivated area or in the size of 
food crops, and development of industry 
and agriculture has not been sufficient to 
absorb more than a fraction of the people 
who have become surplus on the land. It 
results that the agricultural labourer can 
get work for only part of the year at wages 
which barely keep body and soul together. 
On the average his annual eamines are 
about £E12. 

The landlord expects to get as much from 
renting ms land as from cultivating it himself, 
so that the tenant is left with the equivalent of 
a labourer's wage. The standard of living, 
estimated on the consumption of such basic 
essentials as food and cotton cloth, is falling, 
me Rockefeller Foundation, after five years’ 
research in Egyptian villages, has reported that 
Uie conditions of the people measured by 
income, housing, nutrition, sanitation, health, 
and education are worse than in any of the 
other countnes—including China and India— 
in »nicn the Foundation has made comparable 
studies. 

That is why so much emphasis has been 
placed on agricultural and industrial expan¬ 
sion and on making Egypt attractive to 
joreign capital and technicians. The radio 
has made the Egyptian acquainted with con¬ 
ditions m more progressive countries. He is 
aspiring lo a standard of living which 
>e attained in Egypt only if there is more 
r and more arable land, more industry, 
possibly a field for emigration and control of 
the growth of population. 

The scope for ameliorating conditions 
through redistribution of income is very 
limned. The average individual income in 
Egym is only £E30 a year. Two or three 
nundrcd thousand peasants may benefit by 
the breakup of the big estates imo individual 
holdings. The peasant proprietor does seem 
to make a larger income than the tenant. But 
there are about two million landowners whose 
holdings are less than two acres—which is 
regarded as the minimum for subsistence—and 
about a million and a half landless labourers. 

A budget of £E200m.—which is held to be 
more than Egypt can afford—does not offer 
much scope for grandiose schemes of bousing, 
health, and social security. 

General Neguib may well warn Egyptians 
that they are in for a long uphill haul. . 
Nevertheless it must make a difference to 
morale wheiher Government policy is 
directed towards the interests of the majority 
or the minority. The complaint against pre¬ 
vious Governments is that the emphasis in 
their policies was on the defence of the imme¬ 
diate interests of classes whose comfortable 
circumsiances gave them no great urge to 
embark on reconstruction and reform. Land¬ 
lords and industrialists were allowed to 
exploit the surplus of labour on the market. 
Rich men plundered the national resources 
behind the protection of what passed for 
democratically elected parliaments. While 
the poor got poorer the rich got richer, and 
extremism battened on the widening gap 
between shocking poverty and ostentatious 
opulence. 

PRESSURE ON PARTIES 

Since they forced the abdication of the King, 
the Army leaders have been mainly concerned 
with drafting reforms and clearing the political 
field for their smooth application. The parties 
are under pressure to rid themselves of their 
most influential leaders, under the threat that, 
until they do. constitutional life—and the 
opportunity of returning to office—will not be 
restored. The term ’’ corruption ” appears to 
cover now the Conservative mentality of such 
respected and courageous figures as the Saadist 
ex-Prime Minister Abdel Hadi (now under 
arrest) as well as the less reputable charac¬ 
teristics of other leaders who are not nameless 
in the Egyptian Press. Aly Maher had hard 
work to prevent the purge being extended so 
widely among the present generation of poli¬ 
ticians and officials that few competent ele¬ 
ments would be left to uphold the framework 
of the State. The struggle between the Army 
and the political parties has not yet reached 
its height. It is perhaps a question whether 
the parties elevate ejjendis to leadership and 
become political props of the Army, or whether 
the Army, for lack of political support else¬ 
where- is driven back on 10 the extreme 
Moslem Brotherhood. Significant among the 
appointments made public on Sunday was that 
of Hassan el-Baquory. a leading member of 
the Brotherhood, to be Minister of Wakfs 
(religious foundations). 

Another danger is of disunity within the 
Army itself as the high command gets more 
deeply involved in questions on which all 
officers cannot be expected to be of one 
opinion. The question wheiher the support 
of the Army as a whole for the movement 
went beyond the purpose of removing King 
and palace favourites may be important for 
the future. The Army’s purge of its own ranks 
has involved setting aside some 250 officers of 
senior and middle rank. They doubtless have 
friends left within the Army. 

However, somebody had to attempt sooner 
or later what the Army is attempting to do 
for Egypt. The junta would admit to being 
young men in a hurry. Bui the first budaet 
of the new regime has shown them ready’to 
adapt their pace lo financial facts. The details 
of the land legislation will, u i s expected, 
show awareness on their pan that the Egyptian 
economy contains no margin for risk-taking. 

It would be only prudent to assume, however, 
that all Egyptian institutions—monarchy, par¬ 
liamentary democracy of the western form, 
the capitalist system—are in the melting pot. 
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HOUSES SEARCHED IN 
EGYPT 


POLITICAL TRIBUNALS 
FORECAST 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 


CAIRO, Sept. 10 

To-day’s news of the revolution'is not 


very substantial. It relates mainly to the 
purge, which, it may be hoped, does not 
signify also a pogrom, although one news¬ 
paper forecasts that revolutionary tri¬ 
bunals will be set up to deal with political 
malefactors of the old regime. Another 
newspaper forecasts a new wave of arrests 
designed to clean up the business and 
professional world. 

Meanwhile the authorities are searching the 
homes of many of the political and other 
personalities who were arrested at the week¬ 
end, and are impounding documents. The 50 
or so persons who have been detained in the 
military school include eminent men who gave 
honourable service to Egypt, and it is assumed 
that their detention is no more than a 
temporary precaution, but there are influential 
circles which regard it as being in the regime’s 
interests to discredit thoroughly the social 
classes from which it is now wresting political 
power, and the inquiries which are to be made 
into the case of each arrested personality may 
result, if the evidence is thought to justify 
it, in a number appearing before the courts. 


NEW INQUIRY INTO FIRES 

The Nationalist leader. Fathi Radwan, now 
Minister of State, told the Press to-day that 
all political questions, Sudanese questions, and 
broadcasting came within his province. He is 
quoted as having described the new Cabinet 
as “ the higher revolutionary committee,” and 
as saying that the broadcasting system would 
be used as the heavy artillery and the theatre, 
cinema, and Press as the light artillery of the 
changes the regime intends to bring about. 
He forecast a new inquiry into the responsi¬ 
bility for the Cairo fires of January 26 last. 

Meanwhile Ahmed Hassan, leader of the 

Egyptian Socialist Party, whose trial for insti¬ 
gating the January riots has been long drawn 
out by his recurrent hunger strikes, has been 
advised by Radwan that he need hunger strike 
no longer, as his legal rights will now be fully 
respected. 


Fathi Radwan said that the political parties 
had a month within which to comply with the 
decree law enacted by the Government for 
their organization, and that meanwhile they 
could consider themselves suspended. The 
taw 1* added. was applicable to the Muslim 
Brotherhood as well. The Wafd executive met 
again to-day, apparently without coming to 
any definite conclusions. 

The newspapers report that financial diffi¬ 
culties may stand in the way of the departure 
from Egypt of the heir-presumptive, the aged 

th r at C he 9 h me w A,y l ’ and r ,hat Ih ere are fears 

tnat he might when abroad engage in activities 

friends 0 ' THe E? a Pt W j th som u e ., of !| is English 
mends. The idea that, while the United 
States is friendly and helpful to the new 
regime, British policy seeks to undermine it 
r P £?, rS i i? he P revalen t in the minds of 
General Neguib s committee of officers 
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FUTURE OF ARAB 
LEAGUE 


POSSIBLE CHANGES IN 
FUNCTIONS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Sept. 10 

The resignation of Abdul Rahman 
Azzam, Secretary-General of the Arab 
League since its formation in 1945, was 
announced this morning just a few hours 
before the council session began in Cairo. 
Abdul Rahman Hakki, under-secretary in 
; the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
j is expected to succeed him, but the names 
! of Salah-ed-Din, the Wafdist ex-Foreign 
Minister, and of Khalek Fiassouna, who 
was Minister of Foreign Affairs in the 
Cabinet of Neguib Hilaly, are also being 
canvassed. 

Azzam gave no reasons for his resignation 
except that the burden of the post weighed 
heavily on his shoulders. It may be assumed 
that his departure from the league is an inci¬ 
dent in the “ general post ” which General 
: Neguib is conducting in Cairo. 

EX-KING’S INTRIGUES 

It would be enough for the Army that 
Azzam allowed himself to be used in the in¬ 
trigues by which the ex-King sought to extendi 
his influence in the Arab world. But Azzam’s; 
administration of the office of secretary- 
general had been much criticized in member 
States. He conducted in Cairo an in¬ 
dependent Foreign Office which pursued 
policies in the name of the League to which 
Iraq and Jordan in particular and sometimes 
his own country did not subscribe. The 
Palestine affair left him embittered, and his 
attitude to relations between Egypt and the 
Arab States on the one side and the western 
Powers on the other became a sterile “ fight 
against imperialism.” 

This meeting of the council promises to 
be less important than had been expected. 
The ministers will give most of their time 
to questions in the main of a secondary nature 
which are on the agenda of the forthcoming 
General Assembly of the United Nations. 
Defence questions, regional or local, will not 
be discussed. 

Egypt’s policy is of paramount importance 
to the League, and her Government is still 
preoccupied with domestic affairs. The meet¬ 
ing of chiefs of staff which had been planned 
to take place during the council’s session to 
organize defence under the Arab League 
• security pact will accordingly be postponed. 
Doubtless there will be informal exchanges 
of views in the corridors, but nothing more 
definite is likely tq emerge than a decision to 
stand together on the issue, vis-a-vis the 
western Powers. 

The most important aspect of the council’s 
discussion this time may concern the League’s 
own organization. The dynastic changes since 

j M, meetin ^’ nota bly the death of King 
Abdullah and the abdication of King Farouk, 
have removed obstacles to the closer coopera¬ 
tion between the Arab States which it is the 
League’s function to bring about, 

PRACTICAL COOPERATION 

The improvement in relations between Svria' 
and Jordan and between Syria and Iraq have 
created, it is thought, an opportunity to make 
the League at last effective. More attention 
may be given by the secretariat in future to 
cooperation between the Arab States in 
practical matters, such as passport facilities, 
CiKtoms agreements, and communications. 

The All-Palestine Government is represented 
at the council session perhaps for the last 
time. The tendency of the member States was 
to regard it as an organization which no 
longer furthers Arab interests, and it is 
expected that they will bring about its dis¬ 
solution by gradually withdrawing recognition. 
Among the questions to be discussed by thel 
council, however, will be ways and means of 
making Palestine a prominent issue in the 
forthcoming United Nations debate. 

V A message on yesterday’s events in Cairo 
is on page 5. 
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margin " is the familiar one that a rise in 
coal prices will raise the costs of export 
goods and the cost of living, and so set off 
the "inflationary spiral”—an argument 
which would prevent any major change 
of relative prices. Fear that miners would 
ask for higher wages (which they seem to 
do in any case) has led to the proposal 
that any increase of price on grounds of 
fuel policy should be offset by levying 
an Excise duty, so that the Coal Board 
gets no higher profits. These differences 
over coal prices show the difficulty of the 
task which would face the tariffs advisory 
committee. Indeed, it seems desirable 
that some agreement on the point of 
principle on which the Ridley Committee 
was divided should be reached before such 

The recommendation that such a body 
should be appointed is valuable, provided 
that its members include some who 
could bring to its discussions an under¬ 
standing of the broader issues. To do its 
work effectively, it would have to work in 
close relation with other bodies concerned 
in determining the principles of price 
policy and the terms of competition—such 


League's collective security pact, whicf 
came into force last August after beinj 
ratified by four States, as a lever to per¬ 
suade the western Powers to supplj 
modem military equipment in return foi 

What mainly holds the League togethei 
to-day is hostility to Israel. . Syria has 


really supposes that there is any imminent 
danger of attack. Both Egypt and Syria 
are now ruled by soldiers; and Generai 
Neguib and Colonel Sheshekly are 
anxious to bring their respective armies 
to a high state of efficiency. When Egypt 
seemed definitely on the down-grade 
under the rule of King Farouk, there 
was some chance that Syria might gain 
control in shaping the league’s military 
policy. The emergence of Generai 
Neguib makes it certain that, if he desires 
it, there will be an understanding between 
the two leaders, leaving Egypt’s pre¬ 
eminence, military as well as political, 


structures of the fuel and power industries 
has been recognized, it may be hoped that 

the need for adopting uniform principles 
of price policy more widely will be more 
readily seen. The Ridley Committee has, 
in fact, put the discussion of price policy on 
the map. Its judgments on matters of detail 
cannot be hurriedly assessed, but even its 
disagreement on a major point is illuminat¬ 
ing. Its principal recommendations are 
enlightened, and it will have a refresh¬ 
ing influence on the discussion of 
economic policies in general. 

A Practical Inquiry 
The active support of the Government, 
pledged by the Minister of Education 
on behalf of the group of Ministers whose 
departments are concerned with the 
affairs of young people, will give King 
George’s Jubilee Trust confidence as 
it embarks on a project of inquiry 
which might otherwise be thought too 
vast in scope for any voluntary organi¬ 
zation to contemplate. The task to which 
the Trust will now set its hand came 
gradually to be defined in the course of 
a voluminous correspondence in these 
columns last December and January. 
This revealed afresh the need to corre¬ 
late, reduce to order, and interpret the 
large amount of varied experience accu¬ 
mulated by the many agencies, local and 
national, which have long been working 
for the welfare of young people without 
any organization to keep them in touch 
with one another. It was towards the end 


Wilson, the Secretary of the Jubilee 
Trust, came forward with the offer to 
make the Trust’s research bureau a 
clearing house of information. That was 
not the starting point of its interest in 
the scheme, for more than one corre¬ 
spondent showed that his attention had 
been drawn to the need as a result of 
taking part in a conference sponsored by 
the Trust at Ashridge in April, 1951. 

The project as now defined falls into 
three stages. The first is a bibliography 
and a digest; the field of existing know¬ 
ledge available either on paper or through 
the lips of expert witnesses will be sur¬ 
veyed in detail, and upon it will be 
founded a report or reports of what has 
been done up to date. There will then be 
a stage of evaluation, in which examples 

of outstandingly successful approaches to 
the problems of the young will be singled 
out from the mass of material, and 
exhibited for encouragement and emula¬ 
tion. There is no intention at present of 
engaging in original research; but the 
process of sifting the existing material on 
the subject will show what gaps there are 
and the indication of where further study 
might be profitable will be the third stage 


Re-writing the Labels 

There are a few who, either from force 
of circumstances or from sheer malicious 
enjoyment of the thought of others 
already returned to toil, have left theii 
holidays till autumn; but for most peopU 
the only journey, if any now remains tc 
be taken, is inevitably homeward. Soonei 
or later, and probably sooner, they must 
indulge in the dreadful symbolism of re¬ 
writing the labels. It seems such a short 
while ago that they wrote them, beautiful, 
clean labels, with such gloating happiness 
so much unnecessary verbiage. Thos< 
particular bags might very likely be taken 
inside the car or the railway carriage, sc 
that no labels were really needed, and ir 
any case the railway would provide per¬ 
fectly adequate and more legible ones; but 
there was a rich sensual pleasure in stating 
that the owner was a “ Passenger to Para¬ 
dise " and that “ via ” some friendly junc¬ 
tion. Now those lovely if gratuitous words 
must be scratched out and the name of the 
too familiar home station scrawled in theii 
place. 

That is the worst moment of all. It rubs 
in the misery of seeing those who will still 
remain behind, only for a very few fleeting 
days it is true, but what enviably precious 
ones. Still more bitter is the sight of the 
lodging-house dog placidly sunning him¬ 
self at the top of the steps. He need nevei 
go away and will hail a series of successors 
with a mercenary tail. Lucky are the 
holiday-makers who have their own family 
dog with them, for he will make departure 
easier. At the first sign of luggage he 
will show a passionate eagerness tc 
accompany it, and make himself an 
immovable lump of obstinacy in the car. 
terrified lest he be left behind. Moreover, 
he will dispel any gloom at the journey’s 
end by proclaiming with hysterical barks 
that there is no smell like home ; he is 
a valuable antidote to sorrow and, indeed, 
once the first wrench is over his owner! 
may almost agree with him. By train, ii 
is almost certainly best to make the return 
under cover of darkness. There is a 
comforting romance about a night journey 
and at worst once the traveller is safely 
tucked up he can metaphorically sob him¬ 
self to sleep. He cannot see all thost 
beloved stations passing him in reversi 
order. Other trains will rush and roat 
past him in the blackness, but he will bi 
spared the horrid jealousy of knowing 
for certaio whither they are bound. They 
may indeed be inscribed "Paradise” bui 
night will hide that label. 

COUNTRY PARSONS 


purview all the influences that affect the 
lives of boys and girls, at work and at play, s 
from the time of entering aprimary school c 
to the age at which those of them who are , 
liable to compulsory service return to civil s 
life, the field seems to call for division ( 
between several investigating bodies. This a 
may be the subject-matter of the further , 
announcement that the Jubilee Trust c 
is going to issue later. The usefulness of v 


the inquiry will depend u; 
if the Trust—which there 


doubt—in obtaining from the numerous 
voluntary societies and workers concerned 
with the young the same intimate coopera¬ 
tion that the Government departments 
have already promised. Some of these 

impatient with the unwieldy mass of 
theoretical literature already produced on 
their subject. They will welcome the rule 

laid down by the council of the Trust for 


charged with the care of as many as 850 soul; 
mth perhaps as many in his home parisl 
the whole spread over from 10 to 20 squar 
mite,_ It is sadly true lhat under preser 
conditions some parishes of a thousand ir 
habitants may have to share a pastor with 

!ssssvas-.s of h goodnoMohat 

a resident pnest," as the Rev. A. J. Mec 


nearly fulfilled by a resident ministry, 
country panshes know this, and there is pi 
of evidence that they will make grea! ef 


The Rectory, Algarkirk, Boston, Lincoln 


League's council was called some weeks 
ago, so many things have happened that 
it will take them a little time to get their 
bearings. Kino Farouk, a notable 
patron of the League because he hoped to 
make it the means of securing his own 
leadership of the Arab world, has gone. 
Abdul Rahman Azzam. who has guided 
the League’s policy since it was founded 
seven years ago, resigned on the eve of 
the meeting. The disappearance of these 


the meeting. The disappearance of these 
two notable finks with the past has 
coincided with the seizure of supreme 

power in Egypt by a comparatively un¬ 
known soldier. General Neouib’s view 
of the League's functions and importance, 
and of the part which Egypt ought to take 
in it, has still to be disclosed. It may 
be significant that Egypt's own dele¬ 
gation at the meeting is headed by Aly 
Maher, whom General Neguib con¬ 
siders unsuitable to take any leading part 


PRESERVING BUILDINGS 




than in the larger monuments. Particularly it 
me cities that were bombed during th< 
“ Baedeker raids,” surviving small building! 
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the Arab world. Some of the items are 
of a routine nature, in the sense that they 
have often been considered before and 
remain unresolved, like the claims of the 
Palestine refugees. Others are new. 
Among these is the attitude to be adopted 
by Arab countries at the coming meet¬ 
ing of the General Assembly of the United 
Nations towards such questions as the 
Korean war and the armistice negotia¬ 
tions. Plans will also be laid for ventila¬ 
ting the grievances of the nationalist 
parties in Tunisia and Morocco against 
the French—a question on which the Arab 
States can count on help from India and 
Pakistan. The matter of regional defence 

does not figure on the list of business, 

but it will be much in mind. Syria and, 


licating with the secretary, Mr.E, Loughnan 
ttotily preamptlwm d ’ i^'th ^hl?' Wh ° Wil 
Yours faithfully, 

,, RICHARD CHURCH. 

The Athenaeum, Pall Mall, S.W. 1. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Ii?*,asfrass 

W. H. WALSH. 
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GEN. NEGUIB AND 
BRITAIN 

POLICY STILL FLUID 


COURTESY CALL BY 
AMBASSADOR 

i From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Sept; 11 

General Neguib to-day received Mr. 
Caffery, the American Ambassador, and 
aftenvards Sir Ralph Stevenson, the 
British Ambassador, who said that his call 
on the new Prime Minister was a courtesy 
one. According to the newspapers, Mr. 
Caffery remained with the Prime Minister 
for half an hour, discussing questions of 
general interest concerning the relations 
between Britain, Egypt, and the United 
States. 

The mind of General Neguib and his com- 
miuee of 10 officers on these questions has 
suit to be disclosed. But. according to often 
well-informed circles, their approach seems to 
be that it is only in military cooperation with 
the western bloc or—a policy which they 
exclude—with the eastern bloc that Egypt can 
build up forces adequate for her own defence. 
It is, therefore, a question of the conditions, 
and it may be taken for granted that the Army 
stands no less than did the old regime for 
British evacuation of the canal zone. But 
logically, if the principle of cooperation with 
the western Powers were accepted, General 
Neguib and his officers would make conces¬ 
sions to the military necessity of an efficient 
canal zone base for Middle East defence. 
.None of their spokesmen has subscribed to 
the Wafd position that'negotiations with the 
British are excluded until alt British forces 
have evacuated the Nile Valley. On the other 
hand, the sentiment in military circles at present 
ts m favour of settling the defence question— 
though that includes the future of the base—in 
exclusive negotiations with the United States. 

STATUS OF THE CROWN 

This rather unpractical line reflects both a 
distant attitude towards the British on the 
part of General Neguib and his colleagues and 
thetr reluctance to embark on the most delicate 
of external questions until they have consoli¬ 
dated the internal political position of the 
regime. Meanwhile they are reported to have 
begun studying the less explosive Sudan ques¬ 
tion as the day draws nearer for the Sudan 
elections. It is hoped here that the changes 
brought about in the status of the Egyptian 
Crown will permit the regime to take a less 
rigid line than did its predecessors in discus¬ 
sions with the Sudanese leaders on forms of 
unity. 

Land reform is expected to go into effect 
first on the biggest estates, beginning with the 
royal land, where peasants' cooperatives are 
already well developed. According to official 
figures, the number of estates affected by the 
law is 2,115, covering approximately 1,100,000 
acres, of which 731,000 will be expropriated 
over a five-year period for sale to the fellaheen. 
The Government expects the operation to be 
self-financing. It seems also, though there has 
been no official enlightenment on this point, 
that the issue of Treasury bonds required will 
be much smaller than had been expected in 
a country where the present market value of 
land can be as high as £E800 an acre. 

RENT REDUCTION 

Indemnity to the landowner, according to the 
terms of the law, is to be the equivalent of 10 
times the rental value, which aggregate is again 
to be calculated as equal to seven times the 
land value. The assessment of land tax was 
m 1945-46, when prices were much lower than 
they are to-day, and it was based on the 
declared value of the land, which the owners 
naturally tended to understate. An estimate 
is that the owner of expropriated land may be 
paid by the Government something less than 
£200 an acre for land worth £500 an acre in 
the market. The income of the owner of 500 
acres of land of the same quality may be 
reduced by the application of the law from 
some £14,000 a year to about £4,000. 

On the basis of the Government’s formula 
for rental value it would seem that very many 
tenants can look forward to having their rents 
reduced. Until the rest of the scheme has 
been officially codified all such estimates’and 
forecasts should be taken with reserve. 

General Neguib presided to-day over a 
Cabinet meeting which began at 1 o’clock 
and was still in progress sevpn hours later. The 
General and the Officers’ Club are entertaining 
Aly Maher, (the former Prime Minister, to- 
nisht. It is reported that Aly Maher may join 
the Council of Regency in place of Bahieddin 
Barakhat, who is expected to resign. The 
offices of important officials in the Finance, 
War, and other Ministries have been searched 
for documents to swell the Army’s dossier on 
the scandals of the old regime. An official 
who acted as secretary to Serag ed-Din when 
he was Finance Minister has been arrested. - 
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ARAB LEAGUE PROBLEMS 


CHOICE OF SECRETARY 
GENERAL 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Sept. 11 

The political committee of the Arab League 
to-night discussed the Palestine question, which 
always and inevitably occupies a substantial 
part of its agenda. Israel has focused atten¬ 
tion on the transfer of its Foreign Ministry 
to Jerusalem, and there is no small appre¬ 
hension that Israel proposes to -extend its 
hold on the city. The refugees provide an 
even more recalcitrant subject for discussion, 
the real issue for the league being its willing¬ 
ness to accept resettlement plans. There is a 
resolution from last year’s session of the league 
which allows individual States to go a long way 
towards resettlement, but the open acceptance 
of this policy has so far been avoided. 

At to-day’s morning session the committee 
discussed nominations for committee seats at 
the United Nations and agreed to support 
the nomination of Lebanon for the Security 
Council. The discussions have not yet con¬ 
cluded, but it is probable that it will also sup- 
port Brazil, in order to secure Latin American 
votes for Lebanon. 

The question of Abdul Rahman Azzam's 
successor .as secretary-general is still in the 
lobby stage. Abdul Jhaleic Hassouna. who 
was Hilaly’s Foreign Minister, has stated that 
he does not want the appointment, but dele¬ 
gates are still talking as if he is to be the 
choice. Egypt could do worse, if only for 
the reason that, unlike Azzam, he is unlikely 
to pursue a policy of his own. 
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CABINET MEETING 


MR. EDEN PRESIDES 

FROM OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT 

The latest developments in Persia and Egypt 
are believed to have been before the Cabinet 
at its meeting at 10, Downing Street yesterday 
afternoon. In the absence of the Prime Mini¬ 
ster abroad on holiday, Mr. Eden, Foreign 
Secretary and Deputy Prime Minister, pre¬ 
sided. Preparations for the Commonwealth 
Conference in November, which are now in 
progress under the supervision of Mr. Eden, 
are also likely to have been discussed, as Mr. 
Eden ts due to leave for Strasbourg at the 
week-end and will not be returning until the 
preliminary meeting of Commonwealth 
officials has begun. 

All members of the Cabinet were present 
with the exception of the Prime Minister, Lord 
Woolton Lord President of the Council, Mr. 

Secretary of State for Scotland, and 
Sf Walter- Monckton, Minister of Labour. 
In addition to Cabinet Ministers, those present 
at , “> e feting were Lord Swimon, Chancellor 
of the Duchy of Lancaster, Mr. Sandys, Mini- 
$t fV 1 Su W*y, Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd, Minister 
of Fuel and Power, Mr. Lennox-Boyd, Mini- 
ster of Transport, the three service Ministers, 
and Brig. J. G. Smyth, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Pensions. 
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EGYPT AND THE 
WEST 


DEFENCE AS POINT 
OF CONTACT 


PRIORITY FOR REFORMS 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Sept. 12 

It is announced that Mahmoud Fawzi 
expects to leave Cairo on September 19 to 
take up his post as Egyptian Ambassador 
to the Court of SL James’s, in succession 
to Abdul Fattah Amr. The nfews is made 
the occasion of a petulant article in Al 
Ahram on the reserved attitude of the 
British Government by comparison witb 
that of the United States towards the new 
rdgime in Egypt The point that Britain's 
position is one of responsibility as well as 
influence in the Middle East is overlooked. 

The newspaper, however, goes on to give the 
assurance that whatever may be thought in 
England none of General Neguib’s Ministers 
is against cooperation with the west, although 
all are against western imperialism and 
exploitation. 

Imperialism tends to begin, of course, where 
vital interests of the western Powers clash 
with Egypt’s own definition of her legitimate 
national aspirations. There is some reason 
to believe, however, that General Neguib tends 
to relate what is politically desirable to defence 
needs, in which case the new rfgime might 
offer an opportunity for an Anglo-Egyptian 
settlement that could not exist under a Wafd 
Government or a non-party Government 
nervous of public opinion controlled by the 
Wafd. Much will depend on the degree of 
success the Army achieves with its internal 
policy and on the way in which the atmosphere 
of Anglo-Egyptian relations develops while 
the Army is putting the domestic house in 
order. 

A LATE MEETING 

General Neguib’s Cabinet meetings end only 
when the desk has been cleared. Yesterday's 
meeting, which began at 1 p.m., ended late 
at night on the lawn of the Officers’ Club, where 
the Prime Minister had entertained Aly Maher 
at dinner. The large batch of decree-laws 
approved included one reducing by 15 per cent, 
the rent of houses not hitherto subjected to con¬ 
trol. The main purpose is probably to divert 
investment from luxury flats and houses to 
industry and commerce and houses for the 
poor. The Finance Minister was asked to 
study ways and means of encouraging the 
building of tenements at moderate rents, 
including, if necessary, exemption from 
property tax. 

Another law abolishes a venerable Egyptian 
institution, the Wakf Ahli. The Wakf Ahli 
consists of beneficent trusts in favour of 
private individuals or families which were 
originally administered by religious custodians 
but later became the charge of a Government 
Department, the Ministry of Wakfs. Many of 
the trusts have outlived the beneficiaries or 
their descendants and abuses have crept into 
the administration. The main reason for 
abolishing them now is that they would con¬ 
stitute an impediment to the application of the 
new land law, and it is pointed out also that 
the Wakfs freeze funds which would otherwise 
be available for investment in industry. The 
property is to be returned to the founder if 
he is still alive, or distributed among the 
beneficiaries. 

CONDUCT OF OFFICIALS 

A third law is designed to facilitate a clean-j 
up of the Civil Service. An official whose con-; 
duct comes under suspicion may be retired 
without recourse to disciplinary council pro¬ 
cedures and without right of appeal to the 
Council of State. From now on, Egyptian offi¬ 
cials are expected to live up to the standard 
set for Caesar’s wife. But the old ways may 
die hard. Al Mussawar produces an imaginary 
conversation between two countrymen on laws 
against string-pulling, interference with elec¬ 
tions, rigging the commercial markets, and so 
on. So, says one of the speakers, a mini¬ 
sterial portfolio is no longer worth having. 
Why ? asks the other. Because if a minister 
cannot do something for himself and his rela¬ 
tives, what is the point of being a minister ? 

Dr. Emary, the Minister of Finance, has 
made a statement setting out the economic and 
social reasons for the land reform. He points 
out that land has almost monopolized the in¬ 
vestment of savings in Egypt, and that only in 
exceptional cases was the money used to 
recover virgin or desert soil and increase the 
cultivable area. 

The main effect was to boost the price of 
land. The landowner, to get an adequate 
return on his investment, squeezed the culti¬ 
vator, who in turn economized at the expense 
of the agricultural labourer's wages (the aver¬ 
age income of the tenant or labourer is about 
£12 a year). 

| _ Dr. Emary gave figures to show that more 
than half of the owners of land in Egypt have 
less than half a feddan (a feddan is slightly 
more than an acre) each—which is insufficient 
to give them subsistence. Ninety-four per cent. 
of the proprietors hold only 35 per cent, of 
; the land, while 6 per cent, of the proprietors 
: hold 65 per cent. As a result, a small minority 
| of proprietors had held in thrall the great 
| majority of the inhabitants of Egypt, and was 
! able to direct the politics of the country accord¬ 
ing to its will and its own particular interest 

Cairo. Sept. 12.—Mustapha Nahas, leader 
of the Wafd Parly, to-night announced the 
j suspension from the party of its secretary- 
general, Fuad Serag ed-Din, and other 
prominent members arrested by the Army last 
Sunday.— Reuter. 
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MORE ARRESTS 
IN EGYPT 

GEN. NEGUIB ON NEED 
FOR DISCIPLINE 

From Our Correspondent 

ALEXANDRIA, Sept. 14 

General Neguib has just concluded a 
three-day tour of military and' other 
establishments here, receiving everywhere 
a tumultuous reception. 

This afternoon he visited the Stnouha city 
racecourse to present the cup to the winner 
of the Egyptian Government Stakes, which is 
run annually for four-year-old and five-year- 
old Arabs. A large crowd gathered in front 
of the box where he was seated after the race,, 
and during cries for a speech one man 
shouted: “ Why don’t you close the race¬ 
courses ? ” General Neguib replied promptly 
that the prize was given to encourage horse- 
breeding and every one carrying out this work 
was worthy of thanks. Racing was as good 
as anything else, if carried out with discipline, 
he said. 

He went on: “ Every one of you should 
take discipline as your sacred symbol. We 
have passed the first difficult step in our move¬ 
ment, but there are many more to overcome 
before we reach our goal. Meanwhile you 
must not listen to harmful rumours. Nothing 
in the world is sweeter than discipline. Those 
who say the Army was responsible for our 
movement are talking nonsense. You also 
shared the great work as partners—and 
soldiers.” 

General Neguib ended by saying that there 
were three rules for success that would place 
Egypt among the leading nations in the world: 
discipline, determination, and kindness. 


FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Sept. 14 

The arrest is announced of a well-known 
officer in the Egyptian Army, Captain 
Mustapha Kamal Sedki, who is detained in 
the military college here, together with 59 
political and other personalities rounded up 
since last week-end. Mustapha Kamal Sedki 
is said to be the moving spirit of the so-called 
“ Free Officers’ Movement,” which takes up 
a position more towards the left than that 
favoured by most of the committee officers 
who advise General Neguib. 

Mme. Nahas, the wife of Mustapha Nahas, 
leader of the Wafd Party, has returned to 
Egypt from Europe. Her brother, Abdul 
Hamtd el Wakil, was one of the Wafdist 
notables arrested with Serag ed-Din, the 
secretary-general of the party. 
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ARAB LEAGUE AND 
ISRAEL 


RESISTANCE MAINTAINED 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Sept. 15 

Palestine, and particularly the refugee 
question, continues to occupy the 
attention of the political committee of the 
Arab League. It will recommend to the 
league council, which meets on Thursday, 
that refugees be given work in any 
country in which they choose to settle and 
that the Arab States should pool financial 
aid to supplement United Nations efforts 
on their behalf. 

Side by side with this more practical 
approach to the refugee question, the league 
ts maintaining its resistance to Israel; and its 
decision that Foreign Ministers should head 
Arab delegations to the United Nations is 
largely dictated by a desire to maintain the 
campaign against Israel. 

The political committee recommends that 
all Arab unofficial as well as official bodies 
should boycott all regional organizations or 
conferences in which Israel takes part. The 
committee will continue to insist at the United 
Nations that the resolutions on the right of 
refugees to return to their country be imple¬ 
mented. In effect, the Arab League is main¬ 
taining its political attitude to the Israel 
question in all phases, while treating the 
refugee issue more realistically as “ first aid ” ; 
but there is the implied recognition that all 
refugees will not be able to return to Israel. 

It again looks as though the western defence 
issue will be shelved until the October session 
of the Arab League. Egypt seems intent on 
avoiding any complication of the Anglo, 
Egyptian question at this stage, particularly in 
view of the forthcoming elections in the Sudan. 
It is undoubtedly too concerned with domestic 
issues to tackle the question immediately. 
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Imperial and Foreign 

WAFD LOSES A 
LEADER 

FUAD SERAG ED-DIN’S 
REPROACHES 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Sept. 16 

Fuad Serag ed-Din, Secretary-General 
and the effective leader of the Wafd under 
the ageing Mustafa Nahas, has resigned 
from the party. Serag,ed-Din is one of 
the notables detained by the Army in the 
Military College here. 

His less severe critics must admit that 
Serag ed-Din has behaved as a man of 
spirit in the conflict between the Army and 
the political parties and his letter ofj 
resignation breathes a proper contempt 
for colleagues who did not dare to take 
action against him when he was at large 
but turned against him as soon as he had 
been interned by the Army. 

The Wafd executive is now preparing a list of 
members for submission to the Minister of the 
Interior in compliance with the new decree and 
law relating to political parties. Mustafa 
Nahas announced a few days ago that the 
names of members interned by the Army would 
be excluded from the list, until such time as 
their innqcence had been established. 

SERAG’S LETTER 

Serag ,ed-Din, in his letter of resignation 
addressed to Nahas, says that no charge has 
been made against him of which he needs to 
clear himself. He reminds Nahas also that 
before his arrest he offered his resignation to 
the Wafd executive and received a reply that 
the executive would not dream of even dis¬ 
cussing such a contingency. That demon¬ 
strated, Serag ed-Din said, the confidence 
which his colleagues then had in his integrity. 
He concludes by saying that it is exceptionally 
difficult for him in his retirement to appre¬ 
ciate the reasons which made his colleagues 
now decide that he should be provisionally 
excluded from the party. 

Two of Serag ed-Din’s brothers resigned I 
from the Wafd with him. ■ 

The announcement that Madame Nahas, 
wife of Mustafa Nahas, has returned to Egypt 
from Europe turns out to have been prema¬ 
ture. 

The Wafd Party at its meeting in Alexandria 
to-day with Mustafa Nahas in the chair 
decided to “ accept ” the legislation of the 
reorganization of the party. Present and 
would-be members of the Wafd have now to 
submit two applications to join the party on 
forms which the acting secretary-general will 
supply. The party has been asked to con¬ 
sider the question of accepting women as 
members. 
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GEN. NEGUIB’S RETURN 

TO CAIRO 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Sept. 16 ! 

Major-General Neguib returned to Cairo 
from his tour of Alexandria, which extended: 
over the week-end, and immediately went into i 
consultation with members of the Cabinet. 

He also received El-Sayed El-Hady 
el-Mahdy, the son of Sir Abdel Rahman: 
el-Mahdy. The occasion was the return of 
el-Hady to Khartoum after undergoing medi¬ 
cal treatment in a Cairo hospital, but they are 
understood to have discussed the relations of 
the Sudan and Egypt. 
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U.S. BULLION MOVEMENTS 

Washington, Sept. 16.—The United States 
Department of Commerce reports gold exports 
for the week ended August 20 -at 3,569 troy 
ounces, including 3,200 to Egypt. Silver 
exports totalled 804 oundes, all to Venezuela. 

There were no gold imports in the period. 
Silver imports totalled 1,151,083oz., of which 
430,068 came from Canada, 302,541 from 
Mexico, 155,202 from Peru, 7,808 from the 
United Kingdom, 155,616 from the Nether¬ 
lands, and 99,848 from Indonesia. Gold held 
on foreign account in Federal Reserve banks 
increased by SI54,000 to $4,910m.— Com- 
telburo. 
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EGYPTIAN FOREIGN 
POLICY 


DRAFTING BEGUN 


I WORK OF COMMITTEE 

| OF OFFICERS 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Sept. 17 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British 
Ambassador, accompanied by the 
assistant Air Attache in the Embassy, to¬ 
day called on the Foreign Minister at the 
latter’s request for a conversation which 
presumably had to do with the spare 
parts and Chipmunk training aircraft 
which the British Government have agreed 
to make available to the Egyptian Air 
Force. 

The new Ambassador of Egypt to the 
Court of St. James, Mahmoud Fawzi, 
leaves to-morrow for London via 
Alexandria and Rome. His departure has 
been twice postponed for one reason or 
another, but the delay has doubtless given 
the Ambassador an opportunity of 
familiarizing himself with the thoughts of 
general headquarters on Anglo-Egyptian 
relations. General Neguib’s officers havei 
now formed a committee which, with the 
assistance of civilian experts, is drafting I 
a national foreign policy for Egypt—• 
something to be distinguished, it is 
explained, from the auction of national 
aspirations which passed for a foreign 
policy under the regime of political parties. 

COOPERATION WITH WEST 

The present tendency, as already reportedjl 

is to agree that Egypt’s needs and interests die- 
tate cooperation with the western Powers and 1 
to apply that conclusion in negotiations over 
the future of the canal zone base and in the 
definition of Egypt’s attitude to the projected 
Middle East command. 

* It is thought necessary, however, after the 
disappointments of the past, to find some 
method of negotiation with the British about 
which Egyptian opinion will not be completely 
sceptical from the outset. Even a popular 
Egyptian Government would hesitate, it is 
thought, to re-embark on the semi-public dip-j 
lomatic exchanges such as were pursued fori 
so long to such little purpose during Neguib 
Hilaly's period o( office. 

On the question of the Sudan, it is thought! 
that Egypt may ask for a postponement of 
the elections there—due, so far as is known 1 
here, to take place early in November—until 
its policy has been sorted out. Meanwhile it! 
is noticed in Cairo that every one is agreed 
on self-government . for the Sudan, and 
observers have the impression that, given one 
or two changes in the Sudan constitution, 
Egypt would encourage its supporters in the 
Sudan to take part in the elections and to 
work the constitution. Opinion here differen¬ 
tiates, however, between a policy of self- 
government for the Sudan and a policy of 
turning the Sudan loose, and Egypt will doubt¬ 
less be found interested in ways and means by 
^hich Egyptians can be associated with 
British advisers in a self-governing Sudan. 

A military court is being set up in Minia. 
about 150 miles south of Cairo, to try a large 
landowner named Adly Lamloun who, with 
a band of armed retainers, is alleged to have 
made a demonstration against the land reform. 
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EGYPTIAN M.P. ON TRIAL 


CHARGE OF INCITEMENT 

TO REBEL 

Mini\, Upper Egypt. Sept. 18.—Adly 
Lamlum, the son of a sheikh, appeared before 

a military tribunal # here to-day accused of 
leading armed Beduitt horsemen to resist the 
authorities. 

The prosecution said that on September 12 
Adly Lamlum, who is a member of Parlia¬ 
ment, put himself at the head of 35 of his 
Beduins and led them to Minia from Minshat, 
his family’s 1,800-acre estate on the west bank 
of the Nile, and fired on the police station. 

Lamlum was also charged with attempting 
to murder a police officer and with attempting 
to murder a police guard and a woman. The 
prosecution said Adly Lamlum and his men 
went from one centre to another in Minia 
inciting the inhabitants to rebel against the 

Government for “ robbing ” landlords.— 
Reuter. 
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GROWING OPPOSITION 

»- 

SHORTCOMINGS OF THE 
REGIME 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The action of the President of the 
Lebanon, Sheikh Beshara el Khoury, 
in resigning and handing over 
authority to the Commander-in-Chief, 
General Chehab, is not to be compared 
with the recent seizure of power by 
General Neguib in Egypt by means of a 
military coup. 

General Chehab has in the past been 
devoted to the President's interests, and it 
seems therefore that the President may have 
agreed to entrust power to the General, as 
the best means of holding the position when 
resignation was forced upon him by a group 
of Opposition deputies in the Chamber. 

Opposition to the ex-President had indeed 
been growing for some time. As a leader of 
the Constitutional Party, connected with the 
influential Chiha and Pharaon families, who 
had long been regarded as the real rulers of the 
Lebanon, the President had become identified 
with the shortcomings of the regime. Events 
in Egypt, in particular the drastic measures 
sponsored by the Egypuan military commit¬ 
tee, in order to break down the great gulf 
between rich and poor, have no doubt helped 
to bring opposition to a head. The President, 
however, whatever the faults of the Govern¬ 
ment, and of some of his immediate sup¬ 
porters, has represented a factor of stability 
in the political world. 

He became President first in 1943, two years 
after British forces had occupied the Lebanon 
and Syria, where French supporters of the 
Vichy regime had been in power. He was later 
arrested by French authorities who opposed his 
plans for the independence of the Lebanon, 
but after protests throughout the Arab world 
and British intervention, he was later released. 
His firm attitude at that time won him con¬ 
siderable respect. 

Opposition to the Government and the 
demand for the President’s resignation were 
evidently centred round the prominent per¬ 
sonality of Kamal Jumblatt, a former Minister 
of National Economy and Agriculture, who 
had won much popularity for his outspoken 
attacks upon corruption, and his endeavours 
to reduce prices. 

Although it is uncertain how long the pre¬ 
sent Government will hold office, the Lebanon 
is now the third Arab State to come under a 
military ruler. In addition to General Neguib 
in Egypt, Colonel Sheshekli carried out a 
successful coup d'Etat in Syria last December. 
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BRITISH WAR MATERIAL 
WANTED BY EGYPT 


REQUEST CONFIRMED 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT j 

The Foreign Office yesterday confirmed 
reports from Cairo that the Egyptian Govern* 
mem has requested the resumption of deli¬ 
veries of military equipment from this country. 
The request is now under consideration. It 
is not to be confused with the British Govern¬ 
ment’s offer last month of a number of Chip¬ 
munk training aircraft. 

The British offer of Chipmunk aircraft and 
possibly the present request give some measure 
of a recent improvement in Anglo-Egyptian 
relations. The British Government also recently 
offered the Egyptian Government the services 
of a number of agricultural experts to help 
solve the many difficulties which face the 
Egyptian administration, when carrying out its 
far-reaching programme of agricultural reform 
including the limitation of holdings to 200 
acres. I 
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ARMS IN EGYPT 


SURRENDER ORDERED 
BY GEN. NEGUIB 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Sept. 21 

General Neguib, in his capacity as 
military governor-general, has ordered 
that all persons in possession of arms and 
ammunition with or without official 
permission must hand them over to the 
authorities. Simultaneously, an ordinance 
has been issued removing offences against 
land reform from the competence of the 
civil to that of the military courts. 

Arms were issued somewhat indiscriminately 
last winter when the Wafd Government was 
carrying on its so-called struggles against the 
British. A landowner in Upper Egypt is 
already on trial in connexion with a demon¬ 
stration by an armed band against the division 
of estates, and the Government doubtless 
wishes to make sure that its officers will not 
meet with armed resistance when they begin 
to apply the law. 

Mr. Anthony Head, the Secretary of State 
for War, left Fay id this afternoon for 
Cyrenaica and Tripolitania at the end of his 
visit of inspection to British military forces 
in the canal zone. 

Talking to correspondents, he said that he 
had found morale in the canal zone remarkably 
high on the whole. The troops did not pre¬ 
tend that conditions were all that they would 
like, but they understood the importance of 
their being there, and were enduring with 
tolerance and forbearance conditions which 
were not all that could be desired. The trouble 
was that for reasons well enough known the 
number of troops in the canal zone base had 
been increased beyond the permanent accom¬ 
modation available. Some units were still in 
tents without electric light. Amenities in the 
way of clubs, concert halls, theatres, and so 
on, were not all they should be for troops 
who had no access to a city. Particularly dis¬ 
turbing was the separation of soldiers from 
their families, but it was hoped to improve that 
situation soon. 

Mr Head,- who was accompanied by 
General Sir Brian Robertson, Commander-in- 
Cnief Middle East Land Forces, referred to 
the immense importance as an administrative 
base of the canal zone for effective defence 
of the Middle East. He pointed out that by 
administrative base he meant workshops, 
depots, and hospitals, and did not necessarily 
include cantonments for combatant troops. 
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EL-MAHDI due in 
LONDON TO-DAY 


DATE OF ELECTIONS IN 
SUDAN 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Sayed Sir Abdel Rahman el-Mahdi, 
leader of the Umma or Independence 
Party in the Sudan, is due to arrive in 
London to-day. It is thought in London 
that he will wish to obtain reassurance 
from the Foreign Office that the date of 
the elections in the Sudan will not be 
materially postponed. 

The ejections are expected to be heJd in 
November, and it will then be open to the new 
Sudanese Assembly to consider the procedure 
by which a decision may be reached, on the 
country’s future. 

There have been recent suggestions in the 
Egyptian Press that these elections should be 
postponed. At present a committee of General 
Neguib’s officers, with the help of civilian 
advisers, are drafting a national foreign policy, 
and it is suggested that there should be no 
further change in the situation in the Sudan 
until this committee has completed its work. 

The Egyptian Government has so far made 
-no request for postponement. Mahmaud 
Fawzi, the newly appointed Ambassador to 
the United Kingdom, who is now on his 
way to tnis country, is believed to have dis¬ 
cussed the Sudanese question with Sir Ralph 
Stevenson, the British Ambassador in Cairo 

•n l 0U ^ Lgypban Government's views 
will be clearer when he arrives in this coun¬ 
try next Saturday. 

There is every reason to think that Egypt’s 
essential rights to Nile water will‘in fact be 
safeguarded, whatever the constitutional out¬ 
come in the Sudan, and that a solution must 
be found recognizing Egypt’s special relation¬ 
ship to the Sudan. 
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Imperial and Foreign 


EGYPTIAN POLICY 
ON SUDAN 


CABINET DISCUSSION 
DEFERRED 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Sept. 22 

General Neguib, the Prime Minister, 
presided to-night over anothenlong meet¬ 
ing of the Egyptian Cabinet It had been 
expected that policy on the Sudan would 
be discussed, but General Neguib was 
quoted on leaving the meeting is having 
said that this subject was not being raised 
to-night. There has been talk of General 
Neguib’s seeing the British Ambassador 
again this week, but no appointment has 
yet been made. Pending political develop¬ 
ments in the Sudan make the question 
rather urgent. The new Constitution, it 
is understood here, comes into force on 
November 8 unless objections are made 
previously by both Egypt and the United 
Kingdom. 

The Egyptian Army is credited with desiring 
to maintain the unity of the Nile Valley through 
practical arrangements acceptable to both the 
Sudanese and the British. No date has yet 
been fixed for elections in the Sudan, so that 
for the moment the question of a postpone¬ 
ment does not arise. The Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment, it may be assumed, hopes that the elec¬ 
tions will not be staged too hurriedly. The 
British Government, it is believed, are anxious 
that a case so important as Egypt’s should 
not go by default. It would seem that the 
elections could be held back, at any rate until 
early December, without violation of any 
pledge that the British Government may have 
made to the Sudanese. 

To-night it was thought that the Cabinet 
might defer its final decision on policy until 
further information is collected about the state 
of opinion in the Sudan. It is a long time since 
any authoritative representative from Egypt 
visited the Sudan. There is also, of course,! 
a possibility that the policy of the Egyptian 
Government, when matured, may reflect not 
so much the constructive lines on which the 
Army is said to have been working as the 
^tremist opinions still being ventilated in the 
Wafdist Press. 

CONTROL OF STUDENTS 

Taking a leaf out of Colonel Sheshekly’s, 
book, the Egyptian Minister of Education has 
decided that students shall spend their time in 
class-rooms instead of in the streets. Last 
session the students of Cairo did two months’ 
work. The other six months were given over 
to demonstrating, rioting, or striking in sup¬ 
port of one political cause or another, or being 
locked out for misbehaviour. There is a law 
on the statute book prohibiting, under pain of 
heavy fines, incitement of students to make 
political propaganda or neglect their studies, 
and another law prohibits students from 
taking part in demonstrations or staying away 
from their studies. Both laws will be applied 
strictly in the new session that is about to 
begin. 

Dr. Schacht. at one time Hitler’s Minister of 
Economic Affairs, arrived in Cairo to-day at 
the invitation of Dr. Emary, the Egyptian 
Finance Minister. Dr. Emary said that he 
wanted Dr. Schacht’s advice on technical ques¬ 
tions relating to the issue of Treasury bonds 
m payment for lands requisitioned by the 
Government under the land reform law. It 
is stated that Dr. Schacht will stay here until 
Friday and will then go to Teheran. 
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the weight of freight earned have more Council has delegated Aly Maher to 
than doubled, the size of the staff has been cany to the west German Government a 
appreciably reduced. protest against the payment to Israel of 

These results have been achieved partly, “ dem »ities for the sufferings of German 
as the report says, by greatly increasing 6Wry ' - 
the investment in suitable aircraft The 

development of the Comet and Britannia Inn Hay 

airliners which contributed nothing to the When the Battle of the Somme mowed 
past financial years profit-* a further down the flower of British youth John 
stage in the policy which has been so sue- Hay Betth had turned forty, but he 
cessful. It is indeed the great triumph of served in arms with the first hundred 
the British aircraft constructors and British thousand and he expressed in words their 
airlines that they have put jet engined gay, volunteer spirit Before that his gift 
airliners into service ahead of competitors, of laughter had made him a favourite of 
They can legitimately claim, as the Edwardian novel readers. After that he 
B.G. A.C. does in its report, that they have tempted, so beguiling was his art, the more 
not only achieved a lead but have achieved cynical public, between the wars and later 
it "for a considerable period." The to .fill the theatres when he offered them 
present financial success of B.O-A-C. a new play. Youngsters who could not 
has been earned from piston-engined share the delight of their parents in 
aircraft; and Sir Miles Thomas, Pip and A Safety Match were glad to be 
the chairman of B.O.A.C, is under taken to TOly of Bloomsbury and The 
no illusion that the new aircraft Spon of Kings. Americans, who had first 
will by themselves make profit-making met Major ferra as a persuasive lecturer 
easy. The task of selecting the right air- late in the Kaiser's war, met and were 
craft in the right numbers, which will conquered by him, again, in—to^ingle out 
provide safe and sufficiently fast transport an unlikely play for the Atlantic crossing 
at not too great a cost, is subtle and —The Housemaster. Ian Hay had a way 


There is a market for very fast travel fre 
at a fairly high cost The Comet now 
caters for this; but new “ marks ” of the kit 
Comet which are faster are coming along, to 
and other jet airliners are projected to no 
come into use at the end of this decade, aui 
with still higher speeds. There is also a is 
market for somewhat slower services (at as 
a mere 300. to 400 miles an hour) by more of 


with him that made light of years and 
frontiers. 

A Scottish character, shrewd and 
kindly, was at the core of his success, but 
to be a most lovable man, as he was, does 
not make—as he was, too—a best-selling 
author for fiction and stage. Story telling 
is a tricky venture at the best of times, 
as may be seen from the many examples 
of those who have brought it off once or 


economical machines, which burn less twice and then faded into oblivion. It 
fuel. For this, too, the British aircraft is especially tricky when the story teller 
makers and British airlines have to seeks to scale the slippery pole of humour, 
cater. Already, by providing tourist ser- Ian Hay, as often as any of his contem- 
vices (which at present carry passengers poraries, brought it off without a flop. The 
not more slowlybut more closely together), ea S' with which he seemed to do it con- 
airlines have set out to attract new strata cealed a devoted concentration. He 
of the travelling public. But evidently belonged to the old school of entertainers 
the future raises difficult questions. How who, endowed with natural talents, be- 
soon will the new machines become obso- b'eved in studying the tricks of the trade, 
lete because of the new models, and His was the tradition of sparing no pains 
therefore how soon must they recoup to please and he asked no more of his 
their original cost of £500,000 each or audience that it should smile and not be 
more ? How much more will some ashamed of straightforward sentiment 

E&'vrseix ar.sxM 

made less by the scope which exists for affairs. Even when he appeared as a brass 
opemng up new routes to air travel: but, hat with red tabs, he remained Ian Hay 
although the pioneering phase of develop- rather than Major-General Bei™. When 
ment m which the airlines stiff find them- W. W. Jacobs died, he advised aspiring 
3j**L“ ° ne ot . opportunity, it is young writers to betake themselves to the 
al “ P f ? reat nsl (- T ° .« bravely works of that superb humorist With 
and wisely is the price of fresh achieve- Jacobs as with A. E. W. Mason he had 
ment in me air. the strong common bond that he regarded 

- story telling as an exacting enough task 

Arab Policin'; *o take up a lifetime. It is a point of view 

Arab Policies f or which readers and theatre goers have 

In the seven years of its existence the reason to be grateful and one which they 
Arab League has achieved little to justify ma V wis J) were, to-day, more widely held, 
the first enthusiasm of its founders. At v A professional in his art, Ian Hay was 
«* tocting ol to U«i» Ctondl i, 2 

Cairo during the past week, however, of human values. He had begun to 
the feeling has been evident that a second observe humanity at its beginnings -, no 
chance is now offered to the member one understood, better than he did, the 
States of the League to prove that their boy who is at the back of every man. He 
effective cooperation is possible. The 1,1 ° ne -° f h j* best books. The 
reason for this chanoe of attitude is not L '8 h ' er Sld ‘ of School Life, that boys 
“T ilV nr ! c, , \ c are - one and a11 animated by a single 

far to seek. Of the seven States which desire, namely, to prevent any fellow- 
are members of the League only two. creature from ascertaining what is at the 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia, have to-day the back of their minds." The psychology, 
same head who was represented at the packed into that aside, was often in 
inaugural meeting of the League in {*“"* c ° me ,j nto ac *“> n - 

“«* yj T ” U SMS? ““ 5; ?“»«“.5?, 

Egypt and Abdullah of Jordan, whose wame and the other men and officers of 
personal: ies and policies were usually in the Bruce and Wallace Highlanders 
obvious antipathy, have gone from the Many of them did not survive Kitchener, 
scene. In Syria and the Lebanon younger whose call they answered, but they live 
men have forced their way to power. The ?"•,!!“*", S ,0 the 5 crea,or who ' with them, 

League itself now has a new secretary, and e 0 r emern ranee_ 

the resignation of Abdul Rahman Azzam. 

who during his long tenure of office was DEVELOPMENT OF LONDON 

policies as their interpreter, should help EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

to remove the resentment with which some s X°“ r 1? /'JJ* 

of the League Governments have regarded Hall, there have been no objections to the 
the secretariat. general principles " of the development plan 

Although there have been many new for London. Nobody, of course, can object 
figures at the meeting in Cairo during the 10 lhe ™»>n principle, which is to provide 
past week the problems with which they P roper housi ng for the people of London. It 
have had to deal have all been familiar. toThe'whoIe‘Ta^bT*' 0 TO,l “ d ° bieC J 

Of these the two outstanding are ques- haV e been issued. All Thai is stowThimare 
lions connected with the defence of the areas coloured to mark them as chosen for 

Mi,* a,, „ a ,i, Mi,, o, «„ safsfsuift'sa astsirs 

Palestine war. In all discussions on them scheduled as ot architectural interest,! 
defence by the League Council the double me destruction of whole districts, each of | 
danger of an attack from within the variTTwhiA^p^if ta™is 8 torfcS n bling, all 
Middle East and an attack from without 10 create acres of monotonously similar dwell- 
have had to be considered. The ndihea- SJuSThiSS* S*"g, “ 2 
tion of a mutual security pact between the “interests . . . likely to be jeopardized by 
member States>of the League should pro- P an ' c ! d * r J> | ans " something of an understate- 
vide against the former danger, though it pm ail thrir 'SvTngsintoa S* ffie” 
has not yet led on to the logical develop- >»"»«« ‘heir years of retirement, those 
ment of “Unified command and a joint house^e\hreatenedconStion''is , nol?Sng 
planning staff. But the wider danger of less than a disaster. Yours faithfully, 
outside aggression has always been com- BONAMY DOBREe. 

plicated by the difficulties of the States' Wemyss Cottage, Blackheath, S. E.3. 
relations with the western Powers, who 

alone can provide the armaments and JUBILEE TRUST SURVEY 


n them scheduled as of architectural interest,' 
e the. destruction of whole districts, each of! 

distinctive. character, giving London the I 
e variety which is part of its historical being, alii 
it to create acres of monotonously similar dwcll- 


at least of the heads of member States of TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES | 

? *• <Arf aftfa t*as 

Egyptian Prime Minister, and Colonel a survey of all those influences which affect 

SHESHEKLY.the Syrian dictator—are prob- youn „ 6 P*°P le - as announced in your columns 

ahlv nrpnared to review their eoeTe.ee on September II. But I think that those 

ably prepared to review their common actually working among boys and girls would 
detence problems from a broader inter- unanimously agree that there is no problem 
national angle. Yet on the Egyptian side L h /.V^ |Uir ^ such “™ n * di *. le , attention as that 

in advan« r St h T be ' n , n ° h “' c ,'°, decide and help®SterooVniratrans?!?ttevSfeS 
in advance the lines along which defence of youth. Their success depends almost 
talks with Britain should be conducted entirely upon the quality of their leaders, 
when, as is eventually inevitable, they are il would be of much greater practical 

meets in New York next month that any inspire men and women, either in a voluntary 
approach to the western Powers which °r paid capacity, to come forward and serve 


Among the legacies of the Palestine BASIL L. Q, HENRIQUES. 

war which remain unsolved the fate of The Bernhard Baron St. George's Jewish 
the refugees is still the most urgently in Settlement, Berner Street, Commercial 
need of solution, and here the Council Road. E.l. 

seems to have made a practical step for- - 

S3?hi «St »AMLL T IN QUEE NSLAND 

either where they are or in countries * 

such as Syria and Iraq which have room TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

'“r Tnee ih ■ , Arab College, Cambridge, to which Mr. Morlcy 

cause, since it implies that their former refers in his charming letter, published in your 
homelands in Israel are irrevocably lost, issue of September 19, is reminiscent of an 
The Council has now, however, accepted experience of the late Mr. W. M. Hamlet, 
a recommendation that efforts should be C,°. rn ? £ ti y Gov ' rnmcnl Anal »si at Sydney. Like 

i the ™ em ber State which are prepared to grrat walker. He would even go on foot from 
receive them. This should make much Sydney to Brisbane and then strike across 
easier the task of the United Nations Relief emmuy. to Adelaide. One evening, during 
and Works Agency, which has as its ^backTS.'e^sISd'te tadX.STKdS 
obiective the transfer of the refugees from inn wu fSl.ffiffie“a of tSni^Twy from 
relief to self-supporting employment But the innkeeper, he noticed over the entrance 
the League Council has made it clear that 'be name , •' W. Shakespeare." “ Are you 
their concern for the refugees means no Shakespeare ? ’ asked the weary traveller. 

and purposes an effective boycott has been vaca,c his own bed in favour of his apposite 
maintained since the war in Palestine ,,s ‘ °* Yours ,ruly ' lnilw 
began. And. as if to underline the im- Chemistn, rv„n™, T^c. 

placable nature of Arab resentment, the C ^ ’^’T^cbews^ U y> S 


:lege, Cambridge, to“which “mt. Moriey 

rss.sr.r.iT'SSS.Ys 

eriencc of the late Mr. W. M. Hamlet, 
merly Government Analyst at Sydney. Like 
Wlow westcoumryman, Thomas COryate. 
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Imperial and Foreign 

Continued from page 4 


GEN. NEGUIB AND 
THE SUDAN 


TO-DAY’S TALK WITH 
AMBASSADOR 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Sept. 23 ! 

It is learned that General Neguib, the 
Prime Minister, will receive Sir Ralph 
Stevenson, the British Ambassador, to¬ 
morrow for a conversation on the Sudan 
question, which becomes more pressing as 
the day approaches on which the new 
Sudan constitution is due to be put into 
effect 

It is believed here that the British Govern¬ 
ment are anxious to achieve a basis of coopera¬ 
tion with Egypt before any further definite 
steps are taken in the constitutional develop¬ 
ment of the Sudan. On the Egyptian side there 
is reason to hope that General Neguib, unlike 
his predecessors, does not propose to insist 
on recognition by the British or Sudanese of 
the sovereignty of the Egyptian Crown over 
the Sudan. Attention has been caught by an 
article in the newspaper Al Misri headed 
4 ‘ Independence, not Union ” from which the 
inference could be drawn that Egypt now hopes 
to make good its interest in the Sudan by out- 
Britishing the British in its policy. Whatever 
the new formula may portend in cooperation 
or obstruction, it is nearer to the realities of 
Sudanese sentiments than is “ unity of the 
Nile valley under the Crown of Egypt.” 

LEGAL STANDING 

It is recalled that Neguib Hilaly, when Prime 
Minister, asked the Rahman delegation from 
the Sudan to accept the Crown of Egypt pro¬ 
visionally in order to restore Egypt's legal 
standing in the affairs of the Sudan. This had 
been left tenuous by the Wafd Government’s 
abrogation of the Anglo-Egyptian treaty and 
the condominium agreements. Sir Abdel 
Rahman el-Mahdi refused, and made the 
counter-proposal that Egypt join with Britain 
and the Sudan in a tripartite commission to 
supervise the elections and the subsequent pro¬ 
gress of the Sudan to self-determination. 

A succession of political crises in Egypt 
prevented further discussion. There was 
reason to believe, however, that, had the 
question of the King’s title been out of the 
way, Egypt would have been ready to take 
part in a commission in which the United 
Kingdom, Egypt, and the Sudan and one o* 
more neutral Powers would have been repre¬ 
sented. Various criticisms have, of course, 
been made here of the new constitution, par¬ 
ticularly on the score of the Governor- 
General’s powers. Some amendment may be 
necessary in order to obtain the cooperation 
of Egypt in putting it into effect. 

WAFD LEADERSHIP 

Mustapha Nahas, whose Government 
abrogated the Anglo-Egyptian agreements, 
may soon cease to be leader of the Wafd. 
Emissaries from the party who discussed the 
matter with General Negiiib were told that 
“ Mustapha Nahas is above criticism by us, 
but, if the law has anything against him, the 
law must be executed.” 

Fathy Radwan, the Minister of State, made 
it clear to reporters that the Army was not 
impressed by the argument that the disappear¬ 
ance of Mustapha Nahas would be a success 
for the British Ambassador. Fathy Radwan 
went on to improve on General Neguib’s hint 
to Nahas by recalling that Mahatma Gandhi 
gave up leadership of the Congress Party in 
India without ceasing to be a political force. 
The question of the leadership of the party 
arises in connexion with the Wafd’s applica¬ 
tion to the Minister of the Interior for per¬ 
mission to continue in existence. 

What the law has against Nahas are 
probably sins of omission rather than com¬ 
mission, but the detention of Neguib Hilaly 
while Nahas remains free to reorganize a .large 
political party has struck observers here .as 
reflecting a topsy-turvy set of moral values. 
The statement of policy presented by the Wafd 
to the Minister is, so far as foreign policy is 
concerned, the mixture as before. The Wafd 
stands for evacuation of every British soldier 
from the Nile Valley and no joint defence in 
any shape or form. 
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BASE IN EGYPT 
“VITAL” 


MR. HEAD AND VALUE TO' 
WESTERN STRATEGY 

Mr. Head, Secretary of State for War, 
who returned to London yesterday from 
a tour of the Middle East, referred to 
reports that men due for demobilization, 
tired of waiting in the Middle East, had 
made their own way home. 

He said there had been a back-log on I 
release, and because of the situation in Egypt 
leave for men got behindhand. He had 
discussed this matter both in London and the 
Middle East and thought it ought to be cleared 
up soon. 

The strategic importance of the canal zone, 
Mr. Head said, was immense, not onlv to this 
country, but also to the west as a whole. 

Referring to Cyprus, Mr. Head said that one 
area there was being built up to take a brigade, 
but they were definitely not looking at Cyprus 
as an alternative base. The area selected in 
Cyprus would be better for the troops than 
the Canal Zone. 

The redistribution of troops in the Middle 
East was dependent on the general situation,) 
and was a matter of foreign policy dependingi 
on how matters progressed in Egypt. On the! 
assumption that an agreement was reached in 1 
Egypt then there would be redistribution ini 
the Middle East, but he could not reveal the! 
details. 

To have a base in Egypt was absolutely vital 
strategically, Mr. Head stated. To move it 
would take many years, involve great expense, 
and no other base could be one-quarter as 
good. During the movement they would lose 
ability to concentrate or supply troops in 
the Middle East. And therefore the base was 
vital to the west. 
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COOPERATION IN 
SEDAN 


MORE CAIRO TALKS 


GENERAL NEGUIB SEES 
SIR R. STEVENSON 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Sept. 24 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the BritisfrAmbas¬ 
sador, had his second interview with 
General Neguib, the Prime Minister, at 
the presidency to-day. It was stated 
afterwards that the General and the 
Ambassador discussed “matters of interest 
to the two countries.” 

Of these matters it may be taken for 
granted that the possibilities of coopera¬ 
tion between the United Kingdom and 
Egypt in the Sudan were the most 
important The official spokesman, how¬ 
ever, mentioned specifically only the 
resumption of training facilities in Britain 
for officers of the Egyptian armed forces— 
the Egyptians ceased to use these during 
the troubles of last winter—and the supply 
of spare parts for Egyptian aircraft and 
other military equipment. Because of the 
interruption of deliveries from the United 
Kingdom, the maintenance of the 
Egyptian Air Force has become 
increasingly difficult. 

The reticence observed on both British and 
Egyptian sides with regard to the Sudan is 
doubtless to be explained by the delicacy of 
the question in Egypt. Some re-education of 
the general public is needed before an Egyptian 
Government can publicly embark on policies 
which may not be altogether in accord with 
the slogans and formula made popular by the 
warn and other nationalist spokesmen. There 
are indications in the Press that the process of 
re-education has begun. 


“A BOIL ON THE NECK” 


The Wafd is trying to make up its mind 
whether to go down with Mustapha Nahas, its 
leader for 25 years, or live to fight another day. 
Soliman Hfez, the deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of the Interior, is said to have 
described Mustapha Nahas as “ a boil on the 
neck of the Egyptian nation.” It is inferred 
from that that the same Minister of the In¬ 
terior is not likely to give the Wafd the licence 
to cooperate while Nahas is leader. This morn¬ 
ing Nahas is quoted as saying that, apart from 
Allah, only the Egyptian people can remove 
him from the presidency of the Wafd, and 
some valiant spirits among the members are 
reported to have resolved that if there is to be 

no Nahas there will be no Wafd either. But 

their number does not include Abdel Saalem 
Goma. who aspires, with the blessing of the 
highest quarters, to fill Mustapha Nahas’s 
shoes. 


The Vafdist newspaper Al Misri thinks that 
the idea of removing a leader who made the 
British tremble—this is a reference to the canal 
zone incidents—is outrageous ; but Al Akhbur, 
which never liked the Wafd, says that the 
Egyptian people have had enough of those 
comedians who claim a monopoly of 
nationalism and of the struggle against the 
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EL-MAHDI IN LONDON 


SUDANESE LEADER TO 
MEET MR. EDEN 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Sayed Sir Abdel Rahman el-Mahdi, the 
Sudanese political and religious leader, 
arrived in London yesterday for a visit 
of some three weeks. 

Sayed Sir Abdel Rahman el-Mahdi will see 
Mr. Eden during his stay and will no doubt 
also have talks with officials at the Foreign 
Office. 

It should not be thought, however, that 
any solution of the Sudanese problem is being 
attempted in London, particularly at a time 
when General Neguib may be discussing it 
with British representatives in Cairo. One 
reason why Sayed Sir Abdel Rahman el-Mahdi 
decided to visit London is, no doubt, to 
reassure his own followers in the Sudan. As 
head of the Umma (Independence) Party he is 
associated with a policy which in the past 
has been accounted pro-British as opposed to 
the Ashtgga Party, which has supported some 
form of union with Egypt. An Umma dele- 
gation led by the Sayed’s nephew recently 
visaed Egypt, however, and the Sayed was 
himself about to go to Cairo at the time of 
the recent coup. This caused some confusion 
of thought in the Sudan, and the Sayed no 
doubt wished, by the visit to London, to make 
clear to the Sudanese that his support of 
independence remains unchanged. It has been 
suggested that he will possibly put forward 
the view that there should be no delay in 
Posing on with constitutional development, 
and that the elections, which it is expected 
will be held in November or at least before 
the end of the year, shall not be delayed. 

MULTIPLYING SIGNS 

Mr. Eden, for his part, will be no doubt 
glad of the opportunity for an exchange of 
views with the Sayed. As the only surviving 
son of the Mahdi who led the Sudanese 
revolt of 1882 and ruled the country until 
it was reconquered in 1898 by Lord Kitchener, 
the Sayed is generally regarded as the most 
influential leader of Sudanese opinion at the 
present time. 

Meanwhile the signs are steadily multiply¬ 
ing that Egypt under its new dispensation is 
prepared to outpace the British in agreeing 
to complete Sudanese freedom of choice con¬ 
cerning their future form of government. The 
influential newspaper Al Misri has recently 
published a leading article on “ Independence, 
not union,” and General Neguib has made 
a point of visiting Sudanese clubs in Cairo 
and has received a number of Sudanese 
visitors. A Sudanese has been appointed 
local governor of the Aswan province of Egypt 
(bordering on the Sudan), and another 
Sudanese has been made one of the two deputy 
rectors of the ancient and famous Al Azh'ar 
University. 

These are perhaps only small signs, but 
they indicate the desire of the present 
Egyptian Government for friendly cooperation 
with the Sudan rather than for any imposed 
settlement. 
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ARAB LEAGUE’S 
REFORM 


COLLECTIVE SECURITY 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Sept: 25 

The Arab League Council wound up its 
session on Tuesday and will probably meet 
again next March, when affairs in Egypt 
and Lebanon will, it is hoped, be stabilized 
enough to make possible the reform of 
the league secretariat and charter and a 
frontal attack on foreign relations. Mean¬ 
while military and economic committees 
will have determined what practical value 
there is in the league’s collective security 
pact, and the new Egyptian regime should 
have a clearer idea of future relations with 
Britain. 

There is little to explain why the league 
dragged out this session well beyond the 
expected date of closure. The decision to 

form a Palestine section of the secretariat 
and agreement with the Egyptian suggestion 
that committees should explore an Arab 
security pact next month were not particularly 
contentious points, and others had been well 
threshed out in committees by the middle 
of last week. This extra time permitted 
delegates to discuss regional defence and 
foreign relations, and there is understood to 
have been greater realism and frankness in 
these discussions; but it was too early for 
any decision. Anglo-Egyptian relations are 
still the key, and they are still indeterminate. 

INCREASED FRANKNESS 

The assistant secretary-general Ahmed el- 
Shukairy, who is a Palestinian, gave 
the concluding Press conference, which was 
promisingly free of nationalist improvisations 
on existing decisions. Nor has the new 
secretary-general, Abdel Khalek el-Hassouna, 
promised salvation for the whole Arab world. 
There are signs of increased frankness of 
approach. Dr. Fadel Jamali, of Iraq, and the 
Emir Feisal of Saudi Arabia, for example, 
had private but frank conversations on the 
dynastic suspicion which clouds relations 
between their two countries. 

The decision to sustain Arab policy regarding 
Israel was inevitable, but. some extreme and 
useless aspects were avoided; for example, a 
proposal for discrimination against Jews in 
member States—the policy which Iraq has 
pursued—was rejected on Egypt’s insistence 
that her - constitution did not permit 
differentiation between any category of cities:: 

The decision regarding the settlement of 
refugees was a tactful step towards resettle¬ 
ment, though the League prefers that resettle¬ 
ment should be made as far as possible in 
eastern Palestine or around Palestine’s fron¬ 
tiers. The most that can be said of the Arab 
League at the moment is that it has the pro¬ 
mise of a new life. In the past it existed 
largely on resistance to the outside world; it 
was never pooled leadership, but rather accept¬ 
ance of nationalistic opinion. None of the 
practical tasks was done. Customs barriers 
are greater now than before the League’s 
existence; economic cooperation, to which the 
war-time Middle East supply centre pointed 
the way, remains undeveloped; and Cairo, cut 
off by telephone from the Middle East Arab 
capitals by the Palestine war, remains so to¬ 
day, though it is possible to telephone to Lon¬ 
don, Pans, and other world centres from 
Egypt. 
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EGYPTIAN PURGE OF 
OFFICERS 


450 PLACED ON PENSION 

Cairo, Sept. 25. —The Egyptian Gov¬ 
ernment to-night placed on pension Ferik 
Hussein Farid, former Army chief of 
staff, Lewa Mohamed Mustafa Sharawy, 
former Air Force commander-in-chief, 
and Lewa Wahid Shawky, former director 
of coastguards. Four hundred and fifty 
other officers, including several generals, 
admirals, and air commodores, were also 
pensioned. About 30 senior officers who 
have been relieved of their commissions 
are to be given high posts in the Govern¬ 
ment service. 

Il was officially announced to-night that five 
Egyptian ambassadors and ministers, and a 
score of under-secretaries of state and senior 
officials have been dismissed the Government 
service in the first stage of an administration 
purge. 

Those dismissed from the foreign service 
include Mohamed Aly Sadek, uncle of ex- 
Queen Narriman and Egyptian Ambassador 
to Holland; Mohamed Hosni Omar, Ambas¬ 
sador to Spain; Ahmed Rashid, Minister to 
the Vatican: Mohamed el Said Mattar, 
Minister to Portugal; and Hussein Shawky, 
Minister to Brazil. 

General Neguib’s Government has also 
accepted the resignation of Ahmed Fathy el 
Akkad, Egyptian Minister to Afghanistan. 
Other resignations accepted came from Farid 
Abu Hadid, Assistant Under-Secretary of State 
for Education, and Dr. Hassan Ibrahim 
Hassan, Rector of Mohamed Aly University at 
Assiut. 

Die Cabinet to-night formed a committee 
of experts and business men to effect agrarian 
reforms, including the breaking up of large 
estates. The committee will be headed by Dr. 
Abdel Razzek Sanhury, president of the State 
Council, or Supreme Court.— Reuter. ■ 

** A message from our Cairo Correspondent 
on the position of the Wafd is on page 5. 


SUDANESE LEADER’S 
AIMS 


ELECTIONS THIS YEAR 

1 Sayed Sir Abdel Rahman el-Mahdi, the 
i leader of the Umma Party in the Sudan, 
! who is now on a visit to London, is expect- 
i ing to see Mr. Eden at the end of this 
: month. 

At a Press conference in London yester- 
i day one of his advisers, Sayed Abdel el- 
Rahman Aly Taha, Sudanese Minister of 
i Education, said the main object of their visit, 
: which was not an official one, was to discuss 
; all aspects of the Sudan question. 

“ It is our firm intention to impress upon 
the Briu'sh Government that there can be no 
delay in holding the Sudanese elections and 
arriving at a free democratic Sudan Govem- 
' ment before the end of the year,” he said. 

. Most Sudanese wanted self-government before 
. the end of the year. After the elections the 
I new Parliament would take all practical steps 
‘to achieve self-determination for tbe Sudan. 
I And self-determination, he said, meant com- 
| plete independence. 

! He had no reason to believe that the British 
Government wanted to change its attitude to¬ 
wards the Sudan because of the change of 
government in Egypt, and be thought Sudanese 
relations with Egypt would improve now the 
regime had changed. “ Whether a free Sudan 
would wish to belong to the British Common¬ 
wealth is a question which would have to be 
decided by a free Sudanese parliament,” Sayed 
Taha said. He also believed that Sudan's 
place would be with the western Powers. She 
would be prepared to negotiate alliances with 
other Powers, including treaties for the estab¬ 
lishment of yoops in the Sudan. 

Sayed Sadig, the Mahdi’s eldest son, said: 
“.We depend on British honour. They have 
given us their word, and we rely on it. 


l 



Egyptian Purge Of Officers. 

The Times (London, England),Friday, Sep 26, 1952; pg. 6; Issue 52427. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS 101797690 


2 





Khartoum and Cairo. 

The Times (London, England),Friday, Sep 26, 1952; pg. 7; Issue 52427. 
Category: Editorials/Leaders 


Gale Document Number:CS 118050618 


2 



EGYPTIAN ARMY 
PURGE 


450 RETIREMENTS 


SENIOR OFFICERS 
REMOVED 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 
CAIRO, Sept. 26 

It was disclosed after a Cabinet meeting 
last night that 450 officers of the Egyptian 
armed forces of all ranks from second- 
lieutenant to lieutenant-general had been 
retired on pension. The only lieutenant- 
general left in the army after the retire¬ 
ment of Mohamed Haidar, the former 
Commander-in-Chief, has now gone. 

A clean sweep is believed to have been 
made of the major-generals—except, of 
course, the present Commander-in-Chief 
—and a large majority of brigadiers and 
colonels have also been removed. Most 
of these officers were top senior, perhaps, 
to fit comfortably into an army that is 
now commanded by officers whose rank, 
except in the case of Mohamed Neguib, 
is lieutenant-colonel or below. It has td 
be considered also that the Egyptian Army 
was over-officered, especially in the higher 
ranks. The purge has, no doubt, been 
used to get rid of a good deal of dead 
wood, as well as of officers whose loyalty 
to the army’s political movement cannot 
be wholly above suspicion. 

The only names mentioned are thpse of 
Lieutenant-General Hussein Farid, who was 
Chief of StaS of the Egyptian armed forces 
when General Neguib staged his coup ; Major- 
General Wahid Shawky, who commanded the 
coastguards, and Major-General Mustafa el- 
Sharawi, who, although an army man, was 
m command of the Royal Egyptian Air Force. 
The seniority of these officers, as well as their 
alleged connexion with King Farouk before 
his abdication, made their disappearance 
inevitable. 

diplomatic service 

In view of the royal interest in the,diplo¬ 
matic service it was expected that it would be 
made to undergo a spectacular purge. Husny 
Omar, the Ambassador to Spain, has been 
dismissed, and the resignation has been 
accepted of Fahmy el-Akkad. Ambassador to 
Afghanistan. The Ministers to the Nether¬ 
lands. to the Vatican, to Portugal, and to 
Brazil have all been dismissed; none of 
these officials was rated among Egypt’s most 
distinguished diplomats. A number of senior 
officials in the Ministries of Posts, Communi¬ 
cations, and Education have also been dis¬ 
missed or have had their resignations accepted 
without any reason being given. 

The parting advice of Dr. Schacht, who left 
Egypt to-day, was that the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment shouid use its substantial gold and dollar 
reserves to purchase essential imports and help 
the balance of payments instead of for currency 
cover. Dr. Schacht’s advice was apposite in 
view of Egyptian sterling difficulties, which 
are understood to be again causing concern. 
This may have been discussed when the British 
Ambassador met the Foreign and Finance 
Ministers yesterday. Dr. Amary, the Finance 
Minister, disclosed in a recent review of the 
Egyptian economic position that by mid¬ 
summer her free sterling had fallen as low as 
£1,500 000, which is of course inadequate as 
a working balance for the conduct of essential 
Egyptian trade with the sterling area. 

. The question whether the Wafd is to jettison 
its veteran leader, Mustapha Nahas, or dissolve 
itself is still unanswered. Nahas shows no 
disposition to help by resigning voluntarily, 
home leading supporters of Nahas are now 
more inclined than they were to dissolve the 
Wafd rather than give in to the Government. 
1 heir reasons, however, are not wholly loyalist, 
for they have discovered that the Minister of 
the Interior regards them also as unsuitable 
persons to be in charge of a political party in 
the new Egypt. 
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SUPPLY OF ARMS TO 
ARAB STATES 


ISRAELI CONCERN 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Mr. Eliahu Elath, the Israeli Minister, 
called at the Foreign Office yesterday on 
instructions, and saw Sir James Bowker, 
Assistant Under-Secretary responsible for 
Middle East questions. 

An Israeli spokesman stated later that the 
Israel Government wished to express its con¬ 
cern to the three western Powers about the 
supply of arms to Arab States. If “ routine ” 
supplies of small arms were extended a new 
form of arms race might develop, damaging 
to the economies of both the Arab States and 
of Israel. 

. It is not clear whether the Israeli Minister’s 
visit should be connected with the recent 
request by General Neguib for the present 
| restrictions on the export of arms to Egypt 
| to be raised. Reports have stated that jet air¬ 
craft. tanks, and other equipment may soon 
be released. The present regime in Egypt has 
been happily moderate of late in its references 
to Israel, but the recent declarations of. Colonel 
Shishekli, who led the military coup in Syria 
last December, have certainly been more belli¬ 
cose. The Israel Government has, therefore, 
at least some positive grounds for declaring 
itself apprehensive. 
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WAFD IN DEFIANT 
MOOD 


PARTY NOT TO DROP 
LEADER 


ATTACK BY MINISTER 

, From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Sept. 28 

The conflict between General Neguib’s 
Government and the Wafd, the most 
influential political party in Egypt, 
entered a more serious phase last night 
when the Wafd executive decided in 
effect that the party should go out of 
existence rather than drop Mustapha 
Nahas, its leader; and Fathi Radwan, the 
Minister of State, replied with a state¬ 
ment roundly criticizing Nahas and all his 
works. 

The political parties have been given 
until October 8 to notify the Minister of 
the Interior of their statutes, the 
names of their leading members, and 
the sources of their funds. The Wafd 
was warned by Soliman Hafez, the 
Minister of the Interior, that, should 
Nahas’s name be included in this list of 
members, the Minister would have to 
raise objections. The new law governing 
the formation of political parties 
stipulates that anyone who has abused his 
; privileges or amassed illicit profits may 
; not be a member of a political party, and 
! Fathi Radwan hinted in his statement that 
the Government had a formidable dossier 
against Mustapha Nahas. 

QUESTION OF PURPOSE 

Nahas might have relieved the Wafd of 
embarrassment by resigning, but the question 
arose what purpose the resignation would 
serve. The suspicion arose that the Minister 
of the Interior would find one objection or 
another to all the more influential and import¬ 
ant leaders of the Wafd. Abuse of privilege 
can cover a multitude of sins. 

The executive accordingly met in Cairo 
yesterday and reached the decision announced 
by Nahas in the following words: “ The Wafd, 
being convinced that the intention is to fight 
the Wafd, to abase it. and to get rid of it, 
has unanimously decided on this 2?th day of 
September, 1952, not to present to the Ministry 
of the Interior a declaration relative to its 
reorganization." The statement was signed 
by, among others, the former presidents of the 
I Senate and Chamber of Deputies and by 
; Salah ed-Din. the former Foreign Minister. 

A furious battle over Nahas has been waged 
between newspapers representing rival political 
interests, and tne Wafd has not hesitated to 
insinuate that the object of the Minister of 
the Interior—a strong nationalist—in getting 
rid of Nahas is to do the British a good turn. 
Fathi Radwan replied by holding up Nahas’s 
career as an anti-imperialist to the light of 
criticism. Did Nahas not sign the “shame¬ 
ful ” treaty of 1936 with the British ? Did he 
not accept a title from the British ? During 
the last world war did he not build Egyptian 
internment camps for the enemies of the 
British ? When returned to power in 1950 
he had certainly fought hard, Fathi Radwan 
added, but for his relatives and favourites 
rather than against the British. 

SCATHING COMMENTS 

, The Minister went on to make scathing 
comments on Nahas’s leadership of the 
“ liberation ” movement last winter and his 
behaviour on January 26 when Cairo was 
burning. If the Wafd still wanted to know in 
whose interests the Minister of the Interior 
was working, he concluded, the Government 
now informed them that he was working 
solely in the interests of the law, the object 
of which was to remove those w ho had built 
palaces and collected fortunes at the expense 
of the poor. 

The legal status of the Wafd after yester¬ 
day’s decision is not very clear. Presumably 
it will remain in existence until October 8, 
when, unless there has been some change of 
heart in the interval, the Government will be 
entitled to seize its funds—estimated to be 
about £E120,000—and the party will either 
liquidate itself or the Government will formally 
dissolve it. 

In spite of Fathi Radwan’s statement, there 
might be some division of opinion within the 
Army and the Government on the expediency 
of a policy which seemed to clear the political 
field for the Muslim Brotherhood and other 
political organizations of an even more extreme 
complexion than the Wafd. 
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UNITY AMONG 
EGYPTIANS 


GENERAL NEGUIB’S 
APPEAL 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Sept. 29 

General Neguib, the Prime Minister, is 
on tour in the delta visiting farm and 
factory, talking to fellaheen and industrial 
workers, and hearing their complaints and 
petitions. To-day he was received at 
every town and village by large crowds 
whose hysterical enthusiasm for the 
General struck observers as being more 
important than the opposition of the 
Wafd. 

In a speech at Tanta General Neguib 
said that Egypt was not a big country or 
a strong country, but he did not mind 
that so long as Egypt was a good country, 
honest, trustworthy, and hardworking. He 
went on to demand unity from the people. 
“ As long as there is a single foreign 
soldier in the Nile valley there is no sense 
in partisan politics which are the root of 
evil.” Workers and peasants must not let 
themselves be incited to sedition or led 
away by false rumours, or only the 
imperialists would benefit. It was because 
Britain sensed disunity among Egyptians 
that her Secretary of State for War 
declared the other day that Jhe canal zone 
was essential for Britain and the western 
Powers. ” If we had been united,” said 
General Neguib, “ with no chinks in our 
armour, no one would have dared to say 
such a thing.” 

WITHOUT PARTISANSHIP 

The Prime Minister spoke of the reforms 
introduced by his Cabinet for the benefit of 
the poorer classes, and after another appeal 
for unity declared • “ Give me six months 
Without partisanship, with faith in Allah and 
the motherland, and the enemy will be afraid 
of us and we shall realize our aims.’' 

A visit by General Neguib yesterday to the 
Ismailia synagogue _ in Cairo on the Jewish 
festival of Yom Kippur is regarded by the 
newspapers as a significant gesture of friend¬ 
ship. Not quite in the same spirit is the 
announcement of one of the charges against 
Major-General Hussein Sirry, former com¬ 
mandant of the frontier force, of harbouring a 
Jew at Ghaza in the guise of a Christian 
merchant and associating with him in the sale 
of scrap metal to Israel. Major-General 
Hussein Sirry, who was a favourite of King 
Farouk, is also charged with attempting to 
organize a military force to march on Cairo 
after the King’s abdication and afterwards 
attempting 10 escape from Egypt into Libya. 

The Cabinet has decided to set up a com¬ 
mittee to organize supplies of wheat, meat, 
fertilizer, sugar and fuel over the next five 
years. Difficulties are arising because of the 
fall in the price of Egypt's cotton exports and 
the increasing dependence of Egypt on foreign 
foodstuffs. Egypt, which until a few years 
ago was self-sufficient in cereals, imported last 
year wheat to the value of £E34m. A supreme 
economic council is also to be set up for the 
purpose of planning industrial development. 


Hamburg, Sept. 29.—Dr. Schacht, who 
recently returned from a visit to Egypt, said 
here to-day that the British Press had greatly 
distorted the controversy between General 
Neguib and the Wafd. Dr. Schacht praised 
General Neguib's plans for land reform and 
described the social programme of the Egyp¬ 
tian Government as an “ ideal example.” He 
said he had suggested that the Egyptian Gov¬ 
ernment should create a labour service which 
young people should join for one year.— 
Reuter. 
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BRITISH FORCES 
IN EGYPT 


GENERAL NEGUIB’S 
REJOINDER 


AMBASSADOR SUMMONED 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Sept. 30 

News that Ahmed Farag Tayeh, the 
Foreign Minister, asked the British 
Ambassador to cail on him yesterday is 
thought to be a sequel to the recent state¬ 
ment by the British Secretary of State for 
War on the canal zone base which has 
struck Egyptian authorities here as being 
out of line with a policy of evacuation. 
Mr. Head emphasized the importance of a 
military base in the canal zone for the 
defence of the Middle East, but did not go 
into the controversial question of who 
should be in the base. Unfortunately 
General Neguib, the Prime Minister, has 
read between the lines of Mr. Head’s 
statement a great deal which presumably 
was not intended to be there. 

In yesterday’s speech at Tanta General 
Neguib said: “ Here is what, happens when we 
Egyptians give the impression of being dis¬ 
united. Tne British War Minister declares 
that his troops will never quit the canal zone. 
Cyprus, he says, is useless as a military base. 
Only the canal zone counts. At need the 
British troops would evacuate the United King¬ 
dom but not the canal zone of Egypt. That 
is what the British Minister has said. We shall 
have to show him that we can make the United 
Kingdom evacuate its forces willy-nilly from 
the canal zone.” 

ASSURANCE DESIRED 

Some believe the Egyptian Government now 
wishes to be reassured that there has been no 
hardening of British policy in the few months 
since the former Prime Minister, Neguib 
Hilaiy. and Sir Ralph Stevenson reached 
virtual agreement in principle on the evacua¬ 
tion issue General Neguib’s very sharp 
rejoinder to Mr. Elead should be read, the 
Posie Egyptienne says this evening, in the con¬ 
text of a speech which had as its main object 
to take the wind out of the sails of Mustapha 
Nahas and the Wafd. In particular the news¬ 
paper discounts any idea that another attempt 
to evict the British by force is in prospect. 

The main part of General Neguib’s speech 
was devoted, it says, to putting the Egyptians 
on guard against • impatience and disorder. 
The architects of the new regime probably 
regard the excitements of last winter as not 
only ineffective against the British but damag¬ 
ing to Egypt. However, if the British Minister 
of War says “ we shall stay in Egypt,” the head 
of the Egyptian Government can scarcely 
avoid replying not without our consent.*’ 
The General and his colleagues would do their 
case no good in Egypt, the newspaper con¬ 
cludes, if they were to conceal the fact that 
they are nationalists. 

General Neguib’s military and civilian col¬ 
leagues have still time to work out a policy for 
the Sudan. One of their difficulties is that 
the pro-Egyptian parties in the Sudan are not 
agreed on what they want. There is talk of 
bringing the leaders to Cairo for a conference 
later this week. 

Major-General Aly Neguib, the Prime 
Minister’s brother, is one of the two army 
officers who have been appointed under-secre-! 
taries in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. By 
his brother’s order Major-General Aly Neguib I 
was put under precautionary arrest on the night I 
of the coup d’Etat. 


PURGE IN SERVICES 

Cairo, Oct. 1.—-The Cabinet early to-day 
further purged the services by pensioning 
General Abdel Moneim El Mikaty, commander 
of the Air Force, and General Ahmed Talaat, 
former commandant of the Cairo city police. 
Six senior officials of the Ministry of Com¬ 
munications were dismissed, and the Cabinet 
accepted the resignations of six officials of 
the royal court. 

The Egyptian Army last night announced 
the appointment of about 30 military officers 
in civil administrative posts.— Reuter . 
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ALLIED INTEREST IN 
SECURE BASE 


CONTROL BY FRIENDLY 
POWERS 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

General Neguib’s speech at Tanta on 
Monday should not be read as indicating 
any essential worsening of Anglo-Egyptian 
relations. In it he criticized statements 
made by Mr. Head, Secretary of State for 
War, which had been variously reported 
in the Egyptian Press. 

Mr. Head, while touring British installa¬ 
tions in the canal zon,e, was asked if the 
loss of the canal zone as a base in war would 
be an irretrievable loss for the defence of 
the Middle East. He was reported to have 
replied that it would be a loss but not an 
irretrievable one. Later, after leaving Egypt, 
he stated that a base in Egypt was “ absolutely 
vital strategically,” there was no alternative. 
Mr. Head did not say what forces should 
garrison the base, although some of those who 
reported his statements evidently believed that 
‘he was referring to British troops only. But 
it is well known that a solution which would 
ensure that the base was securely held ir\ 
peace-time in hands friendly to the western 
Powers, with the possibility of rapid expan¬ 
sion in war, would suit the British book. 

It was not unnatural that General Neguib, 
while speaking in the constituency of Mustapha 
Nahas, the Wafd leader, should make some 
political capital out of the reports of Mr. 
Head's statements. General Neguib’s views, 
however, will best be judged not from speeches 
made on a particular political occasion but 
rather, it is hoped, from the talks on constitu¬ 
tional changes in the Sudan, which are 
expected to begin soon in Cairo. 
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GEN. NEGUIB’S HOLD 
STRENGTHENED 


ARMY OFFICERS IN ALL 
STATE DEPARTMENTS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 
CAIRO, Oct. 1 

General Neguib, the Prime Minister, 
was due back in Cairo to-night from a 
tour in Lower Egypt that has demon¬ 
strated his remarkable command over the 
affections of the ordinary people. His 
success is the more striking in that it was 
gained in the political strongholds of the 
Wafd and without resort to demagogy. 
The General explained soberly the aims of 
his Government, and everywhere de¬ 
manded ordered discipline and unity from 
his supporters. 

It is announced to-day that Army officers 
are being placed in every department of state. 
The purpose, it is said, is to bring about closer 
coordination of Army policy and administra¬ 
tive action, and it is added cryptically that the 
arrangement will be useful in case of 
mobilization. 

Space has been made in the departments for 
the Army’s representatives by the retirement or 
dismissal of senior civilian officials, more of 
which are announced to-day. They include 
six senior officers of the State Railways, the 
vice-rector of Al Azhar University, the former 
commandant of the Cairo police, and four 
judges. Presumably all are casualties of one 
purge machine or another. 

The purge has now spread to the field of 
commerce. A list is published of offences 
which disqualify anyone from being a direc¬ 
tor, executive, or employee of a limited 
liability company, a public utility, or a private 
company which does business with the 
Government. The offences listed include 
evasion of taxes and violation of the recent 
land reform law. 

Cairo, Oct. 1.—Twelve members of the 
former King's Iron Guard will soon face trial 
by court-martial on charges of instigating and 
carrying out assassinations, a spokesman at 
Army Command headquarters announced 
to-night.— Reuter. 
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SUDANESE VISITORS TO 
LONDON 


PRESENTING PARTY VIEWS 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Reports that representatives of the Ashigga 
Party in the Sudan are to come to London 
have aroused interest here. The Ashigga 
Party has stood for a form of union with 
Egypt, and has therefore been in strenuous 
! opposition to the Urania (Independence) 
Party, whose leader, Sayed Sir Abdel Rahman 
el Mahdi, is now in London. He called on 
Mr. Eden on Tuesday and will have a further 
meeting with him next week. 

On preliminary consideration it would seem 
a good thing that the two main parties in the 
Sudan should both have an opportunity to 
make their views known directly in London 
before the Sudanese elections, which are 
expected to take place next month. The 
Ashigga Party boycotted the election to the 
Legislative Assembly in 1948, and it has been 
suggested that it might also boycott the 
present elections on the grounds that they were 
being rigged with the connivance of the 
British administration in favour of their rivals 
The visit of Ashigga representatives here can 
serve a useful purpose if it helps to convince 
public opinion in the Sudan that British 
policy, while safeguarding legitimate Egyptian 
interests in, for instance, the Nile water, aims 
at giving the Sudanese the fullest opportunity 
to decide their own future. 
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in the land. The Patron is Her Majesty 
the Queen; the Duke of Edinburgh is 
the president. The chairman of the 
* trustees is the Archbishop of Canter- 
. bury, and his twenty-seven feUow-trustces 
include the Prime Minister, the Leader 
of the Opposition, the Lord Chancellor. 
the Speaker, and the heads (each, how¬ 
ever, serving in his personal capacity) of 
such diverse bodies as the Trades Union 
Congress and the Society of Antiquaries, | 
the Bank of England and the Society for 
the Protection of 'Ancient Buildin. 
There arc among the trustees several who 
do not belong to the Church of England 

sa& 

one body of churchmen alone, but of the 
whole nation, so much of whose history- 
social, religious, or arristic-is enshrined 
in their fabric and ornament. That fact 
would be the justification of Government 
aid towards their upkeep were that at 
some future time to become necessary. 

It is now the justification for recommend¬ 
ing the trust to the generosity of all those 
who care deeply for the good and beautiful 
things which modem England has 
inherited. 

How rich and various, within this one 
field, is that heritage has been finely 
demonstrated by a beautifully illustrated 
volume lately published, English Parish 
Churches (Thames and Hudson) with 
text by Mr. Graham Hutton and 
more than 200 remarkable photographs 
by Mr. Edwin Smith. The range 
is from the Saxon simplicity of the 
little church of St. Laurence at Bradford- 
on-Avon, a building which can hardly be 

entered even by the casual visitor without 
a feeling of contact with things deep in 
the roots of our nation, to the early 
Victorian Gothic of SL Swithun, Wick¬ 
ham a building of a period from which 
the better things are only now beginning 
to become apparent. The gap between 
the two is perhaps 1,100 years. It is filled 
with such a diversity of church architec¬ 
ture and decoration as cannot be matched 
in any other European country. -Here is 
a panorama in which there is equal room 
for the primitive fierceness of the “ ladder 
of Salvation," with the saved above and 
damned being boiled by fiends below, 
painted about the year 1200 on the west 
wall of the church at Chaldon in Surrey 
(and still there in perfect preservation), 
and for the sophisticated urbanity of the 
eighteenth-century architects. Both these, 
and many other things, too, are part of 
England's spiritual composition—and of 
much more than that, if “ spiritual" be 
interpreted in any formally religious sense. 
Moreover, for almost every building in¬ 
cluded in this anthology of parish churches, 
the reader, if he has used his leisure well in 
wandering round the villages and towns 
of England, can call to mind another, or 
several others, to match it. 

This, indeed, is an inheritance to be 
cherished and protected. Much more than 
the cathedrals—glorious as they are—the 
English parish churches arc something 
peculiar to the nation, bom from the very 
life of the people, both poor and rich. 
The trustees have a noble cause. It is 
well worthy of the thought which so dis- 


submits by October 8 it will be dissolved 
by the Government, possibly to be 
re-created under new leadership. 

Yesterday brought the news that 
General Neguib is strengthening his 
administration by placing army officers in 
every department of State, but in the long 
run everything will depend on whether he 
can organize support for his movemenL 
Other military movements of reform 
m the Middle East—the Young 
Turks and the regimes of Kemal 
AtatOrk and Reza Shah— succeeded 
only in so far as they could discipline 
their supporters throughout the country. 
General Neouib has rejected the support 
of one countrywide organization, the 
Wafd, and it may be that the Muslim 
Brotherhood, whose membership is 
believed to be disciplined and extensive, 
will prove to be General Neguib's 
natural ally, even though its anti-Western 
attitude may hamper his plans for improv¬ 
ing the efficiency of the Egyptian Army 
with western assistance. At present the! 
grouping of political and religious; 
forces in Egypt is fluid and thei 
future obscure. There can, however, be: 
no doubt that the zeal of General 
Neguib and his associates for reform is 
sincere and that their sincerity has 
touched an answering chord in thei 
Egyptian public. They have broken 
with a state of affairs which for many 
people had become intolerable, and for 
which the Wafd must bear a great part 
of the responsibility. j 

Crouchback 

At Fotheringhay Castle, five hundred! 
years ago to-day, Richard Plantagenet; 
was born—by Caesarian section after a; 
two-year period of gestation, with a! 
hump, tusks, and hair to the shoulders.! 
Modern physiologists who view these; 
statements with scepticism have to cope 
with the fact that the witnesses to their! 
truth are the same on whose testimony! 
canonical history has held. Kino 
Richard III guilty of an unparalleled 
series of crimes. Among all the Sovereigns 
of England his character remains the most 
perplexing enigma, an enigma not posed 
among the subtleties of varying shades of 
luminous or sombre grey, as with his 
namesake Richard of Bordeaux, but in! 
naked confrontation of opposites, ini 
silhouette of jet black or dazzling white. 
To Tudor historians like Polydorei 
Vergil and, what is far more influential: 
in the judgment of the ages, to their 
greatest interpreter, Shakespeare,: 
Richard . Crouchback is without 
a redeeming feature. 

AJriood^tyrani and^a honucide; j 


hte of the people, both poor and rich. 
The trustees have a noble cause. It is 
well worthy of the thought which so dis¬ 
tinguished and various a body of men (one 
notices, with some curiosity in these days, 
that there is no woman among them) can 
devote to it The public will watch with 
sympathy the plans which the trust and 
particularly the executive committee of 
which Mr. Bulmer-Thomas is chairman, 
will formulate in furtherance of the pur- 


Challenge to the Wafd £ 

It is clear that there can be no place in B 
Egyptian public life for both General » 
Neguib and Mustafa Nahas, the leader •! 
of the Wafd. When the Egyptian Army 
under General Neguib seized power two {j 
months ago, with the declared object ^of s‘ 
ending corruption and governmental in- R 
stability, it must have known that a ti 
conflict with the Wafd leaders would n 
sooner or later become inevitable. 5 
These leaders, it is true, at first made over- J 
tures of cooperation, and Mustafa Nahas h 
hastened back from Europe to embrace fi 

As soon, however, as the King andlis <• 

courtiers had been eliminated the Army h 
began its investigation of the politicians. £ 
A decree was passed on September 9 b 
giving the parties one month in which to a 
rid themselves of their tainted members a 
and apply to the Minister of the Interior Jj 
for permission to continue a legal exist- ” 
ence. The Wafd was prepared to sacrifice J} 
its Secretary-General, Fuad Serag ed- ,- s 
din (who is in custody), but it has rejected a 
the demand that it should also drop it 
Mustafa Nahas, the man who has led itl <i 
since the death of Sard Zaohlul in 1927. sl 
It has further refused to present to the * 
Government the declaration which all £ 
political parties must make before Octo- a 
ber 8 about membership and the sources y 
of their funds. The issue is thus clearly " 
joined. J* 

General Neguib's reputation has been p 

made in the Army, and the hard core of ° 
his supporters is to be found among those T 
officers who share his ideals and who 1 
stand to lose everything if he falls from ” 
power. But the enthusiasm that has been *] 
shown for General Neguib as a man, and s . 
for the movement which he leads, extends ? 
far beyond the armed forces and touches " 
all those sections of the population which 2 
had reason to be dissatisfied with things ,. 
as they were before the coup cTElal. In 
this category are to be found all those a 
who suffer from the high cost of living— ? 
the civil servants and small householders S 
in the towns—and also the peasants whose “ 
precarious livelihood has been made more 
difficult by fluctuations of crop prices and " 
the exactions of their landlords. Another 5 
source of support for the General, which a 
may become increasingly important, is * 
among those who oh religious or patriotic 
grounds had lost all trust in a system of 
society which seemed to them corrupt 
and inefficient. 

The extent and enthusiasm of his sup¬ 
porters may in the long run prove an 
embarrassment to General Neguib, for „ 
he can hardly hope to satisfy all their w 
aspirations; but in his present conflict with 0 
the Wafd it should stand him in good 


I He stabbed King Henry VI in the back 
while the King was kneeling in prayer. He 
killed Edward Prince of Wales as a help¬ 
less prisoner at Tewkesbury, and ravished 
his widow. He betrayed his brother the 
Duke of Clarence, besmirched the 
honour of his own mother, had Lord 
Hastings beheaded without trial, assassi¬ 
nated his innocent nephews and usurped 
the throne, where his rule was so brutal 

that he raised all England in fury to sweep 
away the monster. He is the type and pat¬ 
tern of all wicked uncles. 

This is not a figure from melodrama; 
it is the character presented for centuries 
in standard textbooks. As early as Eliza¬ 
bethan times readers were beginning to 
feet uneasy about it. and Sir George 
Buck published the first attack upon the 
sources from which it derived. Since then 
there has been a continuous literary tradi¬ 
tion in Richard’s defence. It includes 
in the eighteenth century no less a writer 
than Horace Walpole. A Victorian 1 
spinster fell head over heels in love with 
Richard and published two rather emo¬ 
tional volumes in his praise. More 1 
recently Sir Clements Markham madej 
the most complete statement of the case 
for the defence, which the late Miss! 
Josephine Tey made the basis of an! 
ingenious and plausible detective story.! 
According to the theory built up by these 
advocates. Richard makes no plea for a 
compassionate verdict of “ Not proven "; 
he stands out as the purest and noblest 1 
character among our Kings since the time 
i of Alfred the Great, and would have 
become our greatest statesman if the envy, 
and malice of traitors had not cut him off 
at thirty-three. In an age of family treason! 


at thirty-three. In an age of family treason, 
he alone was scrupulously loyal to his 
brother Edward IV; a fine soldier, fear-! 
less in battle and ever chivalrous to the 
defeated; a gallant lover whose marriage 
is one of the romances of real life. He I 
accepted the throne reluctantly when it! 
was proved that his nephews were illegi¬ 
timate and he was the true heir. In his 
short reign he was the mirror of justice 
and mercy; in his one Parliament he 
pardoned some of his most dangerous 
enemies and set out to remove the burdens 
and undo the hideous injustices of the 
years of civil war; the clergy and the 
nobility applauded him, and he remained 
the darling of the people, or at least of the 
North where he was best known, to the 


supporting the view of his enlightened' 
statesmanship are undisputed by the pro-j 
secution. Yet the charges of specific 
crimes persist No doubt they rest on* 

hearsay evidence, but it was believed by! 
contemporaries, who knew the roan. 1 
The means to a final resolution of. 
Horace Walpole's Historic Doubts ■ 
are still to discover. Undoubtedly. Richard 
was guilty of one crime that is seldom 
forgiven—he fought on the losing side.! 
Consequently, history fora hundred years 
afterwards was written by his enemies, arid 
he has a right in equity to the benefit of, 
any doubt His friends, however, who' 
demand something like a canonization,! 
will not be satisfied with that 

CLIMBING IN BRITAIN I 


peasant born and with an unrivalled mass 
appeal as an orator—is still regarded with 
personal affection and loyalty which has 
been given to no other leader in modern 
Egypt except Saad Zaohlul. The Wafd, 
like the Indian Congress, is a party which 
was founded on a basis of nationalism, it 
has since acquired wealth, wide powers 
of patronage.and an organization through¬ 
out Egypt which is efficient by Middle 
Eastern standards. Led by Nahas. the 
Wafd has been in power several times in 
the past quarter of a century, and if it has 
achieved little concrete during its tenures 
of office it has always managed to divert 
attention from its failures bv attacking 
the palace or the British. The prospect 
now seems to be that unless the Wafd 


R^ble bui Robinson said he cmld cr«s| 
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BRITISH PLAN 
FOR SUDAN 


GEN. NEGUIB SEES 
AMBASSADOR 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Oct. 2 

General Neguib, the Prime Minister, 
to-night received Sir Ralph Stevenson, the 
British Ambassador, for a short interview, 
at the end of which the following joint 
statement was issued: “The Prime 
Minister and the British Ambassador dis¬ 
cussed certain proposals relating to the 
Sudan which were communicated to the 
Egyptian Government by the British 
Ambassador before the end of September, 
1952. The Prime Minister and the 
Ambassador will meet again next week.” 

It was stated after the Prime Minister 
met the Ambassador last week that they 
had discussed spare parts for the 
forces’ equipment and kindred sub¬ 
jects of secondary importance. It is! 
now clear, however, that the Ambassador 
then took the opportunity of making 
some suggestions for cooperation between 
Egypt and Britain in the task of bringing 
the Sudan to self-government and self- 
determination. The United Kingdom 
naturally hopes that an agreement can be 
reached, on the basis of which Egypt 
would advise its supporters in the Sudan 
to take part in the pending elections and 
work the new constitution. 

"IT 1 ® possibility has been mentioned of 
setting up an international commission, in 
which representatives of one or more neutral 
countries would be associated with the repre¬ 
sentatives of the United Kingdom, Egypt, and 
the Sudan, and which would have as its first 
function to supervise the elections and the 
establishment of self-government in the Sudan. 

NEW CONSULTATIONS 

It is doubtful whether the Prime Minister 
would be able to say anything very definite 
to-night. So far as is known a committee of 
Egyptian Army officers and Ministers—in 
which the Nationalist Minister of State, Fathi 
Radwan, is said .to be playing a prominent 
part—is still studying Sudan policy. In 
addition, General Neguib is just on the point 
of beginning a new series of consultations with 
the Sudanese. 

In response to an invitation from the Prime 
Minister a number of political leaders in the 
Sudan arrived in Cairo to-day. They include 
Ibrahim Badawy, the secretary of the Socialist 
Republican Party, who has brought with him 
three tribal chiefs, and Soiiman Moussa, a 
labour leader, besides the chiefs of the various 
parties and factions which stand for unity with 
Egypt. The brama (Independence) Party is 
not represented among the visitors, but the 
Egyptian Government, through its conversa¬ 
tions with the Mahdi’s delegation and the 
statements of the Mahdi himself, is probably 
well informed about the views of Urama. 

There is apparently no question of a round¬ 
table conference in Cairo. General Neguib 
is to see the pro-unity and Republican Socialist 
leaders separately. The object of his consulta¬ 
tions, according to newspapers, is in the first 
place to try to unite all the Sudanese parties 
who stand for union with Egypt in one form 
or another, and in the second to give cover 
for the guidance of the Egyptian Government 
on a policy which commands the largest 
measure of agreement in the Sudan. 

financial questions 

Earlier in the day Sir Ralph Stevenson was 
received by Ahmed Farrag Tayeh, the Foreign 
Minister, who was accompanied by Dr.' El 
Binary, the Finance Minister. With the 
British Ambassador were Mr. Noel Cumber- 
batch, commercial minister, and Mr. Frederic 
Msmer, financial counsellor in the Embassy. 
This was the second meeting of the same kind 
within a week. It is presumed to have dealt 
with questions arising out of the virtual 
exhaustion of Egypt’s free sterling balances 
three months before the next releases are due 
to take place, and with the impact on British 
bade with Egypt of the restrictions which 
Egypt has had to impose on imports of goods 
from the sterling area. 

Ahmed el Shukairy, assistant secretary of 
the Arab League, goes to Libya to-morrow to 
discuss with King Idris questions of Zionist 
activity in his country, of Libya’s admission 
t0 j League and the United Nations, 

and of diplomatic representation between, 
Libya and the Arab States. 


JOINT MILITARY EXERCISE 

. Cairo, Oct. 2.—The Jordan Government has 
invited British ground and air units in the 
Middle East to take part, with the Arab 
Legion, in a 10-day joint staff and signal 
exercise m northern Jordan next week.— 
Reuter. 
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SUDAN LEADERS 
IN CAIRO 


TALKS WITH GEN. 
NEGUIB 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 
CAIRO, Ocr. 5 

General Neguib, the Prime Minister, 
spent a busy week-end talking to Sudanese 
political leaders of many parties in order 
to be able to frame a policy for Egypt 
before the self-governing constitution for 
the Sudan is promulgated on November 8. 

Politicians have come to Cairo repre¬ 
senting seven parties which stand for poli¬ 
tical union with Egypt in one form or 
another. Only one of these parties, the 
Ashigga, is regarded as important and 
there is some reason to believe that it is 
now losing support among the Khatmia 
sect to the Socialist Republican Party. 

This party, which like the Umma stands 
for independence of the Sudan, is repre¬ 
sented in the conversations here by the 
able and influential Ibrahim el Badry, 
whom General Neguib saw last night. 
Accompanying the General at what must 
have been a highly important conversation 
were the former Prime Minister, Aly 
Maher, and the present deputy Prime 
Minister, Soliman Hafez. 

Sayed Sir Abdel Rahman el-Mahdi, 
the patron of the Umma Party, i$ 
expected here after the conversation 
he is to have with Mr. Eden on 
October 15. Meanwhile the Umma’s 
point of view on the future political status 
of the Sudan is likely to be put persua¬ 
sively to General Neguib by Saleh el 
Shonkaiti, President of the Sudan Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly, who flew into Cairo this 
morning after having visited London with 
the Mahdi. El Shonkaiti was received by 
General Neguib to-day. They are old 
personal friends. The two sat in school 
together at Khartoum, and more recently 
they made the pilgrimage to Mecca in 
company. 

PAST MISTAKES 

There is no indication in the Press of the 
conclusions to which General Neguib's conver¬ 
sations with the leaders of all important 
interests in the Sudan are likely to lead him. 
His aim, it is believed, is to assist the Sudan 
to independence and to settle Egypt’s relations 
with the Sudan thereafter. 

It is not thought that he would wish to 
! dissuade the pro-Egyptian parties in the 
5>udan from taking part in the elections under 
a new constitution. He recognizes that the 
Egyptian attitude to the political develop¬ 
ments m the Sudan has been marked in the 

g ast by serious mistakes, and that a permanent 
reach between Sudanese and Egyptians 
might result if self-government came to the 
Sudan without the assistance or cooperation 
of Egypt. 

However, the General has also to take 
account of Egyptian public opinion which has 
been conditioned to a Sudan policy in terms 
of non-cooperation with the British rather 
than those of the welfare of the Sudanese. 
Sudanese spokesmen here expect the elections 
to take place before the end of November, 
but agree that a postponement might be 
possible if it were for the purpose of facilitat¬ 
ing the cooperation of Egypt in the political 

advancement of the Sudan. 

LANDOWNER SENTENCED 
At the end of a trial which has been as) 
much a political as a judicial occasion, a mili¬ 
tary court to-day sentenced Adly Lamloun, a 
landowner, of Minia, in Upper Egypt, and a 
former member of Parliament, to penal servi¬ 
tude for life. 

The speech in which the president of the 
court delivered the sentence, which was con¬ 
firmed by General Neguib, the Prime Minister, 
was broadcast from the court-room. Lamloun 
was accused of twice riding into the town of 
Maghagha at the head of an armed posse of 
retainers and resisting legal authority. A 
skirmish with the police was described in the 
course of which there was some shooting in 
which two or three persons were injured, but 
none killed. Lamloun’s escapade appears to 
have been a demonstration against the Army’s 
land reform scheme, which will deprive him 
of most of his extensive estates. The prose¬ 
cuting officer had demanded the death penalty. 

The Army was in pursuit of a different brand 
of miscreants during the week-end, and caught 
100 or more of them. Officers escorted by 
other ranks with sten guns, police, and inspec¬ 
tors of the Supply Ministry, all headed by 
Farid Antun, the Minister, in person, patrolled 
the markets of Cairo and Alexandria to make 
sure that fruit, vegetables, meat, and other 
provisions were being sold at the reduced 
prices fixed by the Government. It had been 
made an offence to suspend trading for any 
reason short of bankruptcy, but poultry and 
some fruits had disappeared from the markets, 
and the Minister had to warn traders that they 
would go to gaol unless produce reappeared on 
their stalls immediately. Traders who evaded 
the price regulations by selling inferior produce 
also found themselves in trouble. 
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BONN AND EGYPT TO EXCHANGE 

AMBASSADORS 

The Foreign Ministry in Bonn has an¬ 
nounced that the German Federal Republic 
and Egypt are to resume diplomatic relations 
by the appointment of ambassadors. The 
German Ambassador will be accredited to the 
King of Egypt and the Sudan, but his letters 
of credence will make clear that this does not 

imply recognition of a change in the status of 

the Sudan. 
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NAHAS DROPPED 
BY THE WAFD 


EXECUTIVE’S NEW 
DECISION 


AVOIDING DISSOLUTION 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, Oct. 6 

The Wafd Party, reversing its decision 
of a few days ago, to-day decided to drop 
Mustapha Nahas, its leader for the past 
25 years, rather than face dissolution of 
the party. This decision, which was made 
at a meeting of the executive in Mustapha 
Nahas’s house, was not unanimous, and 
some members estimated that the Wafd 
under new leadership would retain little 
more than one-third of its former strength. 
The leadership is to be assumed provision¬ 
ally by Salem Fahmy Goma, formerly 
president of the Chamber of Deputies, 
who is acceptable to the Army. The 
executive’s attitude seems pusillanimous, 
but Mustapha Nahas is admittedly no loss 
to Egyptian politics. 

The Cabinet met to-day to consider 
the Egyptian trade crisis, and Dr. 
Emary, the Finance Minister, afterwards 
announced its decision to impose further 
restrictions on imports from sterling area 
countries and other countries with which 
Egypt has no special payments agreement. 

Dr. Emary explained that the decision was 
due to the exhaustion of Egypt’s free sterling 
balances. The Egyptian Government is 
believed to have been selling dollars to obtain 
the sterling it needed to cover its trade commit¬ 
ments. Further sterling releases from the 
blocked account are not due until next year, 
when £10m. will be released under the agree¬ 
ment of July 1, 1951, and a further £5m. if the 
amount in the unblocked account is below 
£45m. Meanwhile Egypt has no sterling, and is 
obliged to do without imports payable in 
sterling until her account is replenished by the 
proceeds of sales of cotton to the outside world. 

THE FULL RANGE 


The Minister gave no details of the 
restrictions to be imposed, but it ij thought 
that the Cabinet’s decision is broadly to apply 
to the full range of Egyptian imports, includ¬ 
ing essentials, the restrictions applied in June 
last, because of ihe then shortage of sterling, 
to a wide range of luxury and semi-luxury 
imports. Since then no goods in this range 
have been imported except under Government 
licence. ■ 

Though the restrictions did not single out 
Britain. British trade with Egypt is believed ! 
to have been seriously affected. 

Dr. Emary discussed the situation to-day fori 
me third time with Sir Ralph Stevenson, the 
British Ambassador, who was accompanied at 
the interview by Mr. Cumberbatch, the Com¬ 
mercial Minister, and Mr. Milner, Financial 
Counsellor in the Embassy. 

General Neguib, the Prime Minister, is 
expected to see the British Ambassador in a 
day or two to inform him of the Egyptian 
attitude to the Sudan constitution and the 
impending elections there. 

There appeared to be a lull to-day in the 
S v “ ,ons which the General is holding 
with Sudanese leaders before his Government 
makes its first important foreign policy deci¬ 
sion, which may well set the course of Anglo- 
tgyptian relations for the future. There are 
hopes that the realistic policy known to be 
favoured by some of General Neguib’s officers 
will prevail, but there is some regret among 
observes here, that more has not been done 
by the British Government to create an atmos¬ 
phere of mutual confidence between them and 
the new regime. 


A REPLY AWAITED 

It is known that General Neguib is still 
waiting for the British reply to his request for 
some jet aircraft for the Egyptian Air Force. 
He is said to have suggested that the Egyptian 
Army should resume responsibility for the 
Ferdan Bridge over the Suez Canal, which is 
on the-line of the Egyptian Army’s communi¬ 
cations with its garrison in Gaza It seems 
however, that the British Government has not 
yet agreed. 

The slump in the cotton market leading to 
a depletion of Egypt’s free sterling account 
seems - to provide another opportunity for a 
friendly gesture on the part of the British 
Government, but the opportunity seems to 
have been missed, or seized only half-heartedly 
and belatedly. 


Cairo, Oct. 6.—Crowds of youthful sup¬ 
porters staged a demonstration here to-day 
alter the Wafd Party had announced that it 
would register under the Government’s 
‘‘ purge or dissolve ” law without Mustapha 
Nahas as its le-der. They shouted: “ We 
shall not abandon you, Nahas.” 

The party's decision followed a ruling by 
the Slate Council (Supreme Court) freezing 
the Wafd’s fund of £E90,000 (£92.250) at the 
Bank Misr after the party’s earlier decision 
not to comply with the new law.— Reuter. 
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EGYPTIAN TRADE 
RESTRICTIONS 


IMPORT LICENSING 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Oct. 7 

General Neguib, the Prime Minister, 
to-day received Mr. Jefferson Caffery, the 
American Ambassador, for discussion of 
' questions of mutual interest between 
Egypt and the United States, and to-night 
gave a dinner to Sudanese political leaders 
who have come to Cairo for conversations 
with his Government. 

The local newspapers are clearly being dis¬ 
couraged from speculation on these delicate 
discussions and their attention to-day is 
occupied by economic and internal politics. 
The decree extending the import restrictions 
was published in to-day's official Gazette. As 
expected its effect is to make all imports from 
all countries subject to licence. The licences 
will be given immediately for imports from 
countries such as western Germany, France, 
Switzerland and a few others which accept 
payment in Egyptian pounds, but as Dr. 

I Emary, the Finance Minister, has admitted, 

| the bulk of Egypt’s foreign trade is done in 
| sterling. 

A statement by the Minister invites the infer¬ 
ence that Egypt has asked for but so far has 
not been granted releases of sterling from the 
blocked balances in London in addition to 
those stipulated in the Anglo-Egyptian agree¬ 
ment of.July, 1951. That is not correct, but 
the possibility of advancing Egypt immediately 
part of the £15m. due to be released in 1953 
is understood *o have been discussed between 
the two Governments. However, that could be 
a palliative only. The cause of the exhaus¬ 
tion of Egypt’s transferable sterling is Egypt’s 
failure to sell cotton abroad. 

The Wafd party’s reversal of its decision 
not to register as a political party under 
the laws of the new regime appears to 
have been the outcome of a bargain with the 
Army. General Neguib, it seems, may have a 
use for the Wafd under respectable leadership 
to support and popularize the Army’s move¬ 
ment throughout the country. Five members 
of the executive who signed the Wafd’s declara¬ 
tion to the Minister of the Interior are all 
reputed to be honest if not very influential 
politicians. 


SERIOUS DECLINE IN 
EARNINGS 


REDUCED BRITISH BUYING 

. The announcement of new Egyptian restric¬ 
tions upon all imports from the sterling area 
is the logical sequel to the serious decline in 
Egyptian earnings of sterling in current trade, 
but the diversity of British exports to Egypt 
makes it difficult to estimate at present how 
great the effect of the new restrictions may be 
on this trade. 

British imports from Egypt consist almost 
wholly of raw cotton, although the country is 
also an important source of supply for onions. 
High prices for Egyptian cotton in 1951 caused 
a sharp reduction in British purchases several 
months before the end of the 1950-51 crop 
season in August ,1951. 

The value of British exports to Egypt, how- 
I ever, was very steady up to the end of July, 
and total exports during the first seven months 
of the year were valued at nearly £22m. in 
comparison with a little over £23m. in the 
same period of 1951. 

In the first half of this year machinery and 
vehicles were the two most valuable categories 
of British exports to Egypt. Purchases of 
textile machinery and other capital goods 
made up most of the total value—£3,200,000— 
of Egyptian purchases of British machinery 
and locomotives and rolling stock were’ 
responsible for most of the vehicles. 

Other Governments forced to impose 
restrictions have usually been unwilling to 
cut down imports of such essential capital 
goods. The new Egyptian restrictions seem 
likelv to have most effect upon consumer 
goods such as woollen and cotton textiles, 
pottery and glass, cutlery, hardware, clothing, 
and motor-cars. 
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LORD ROTHERMERE 

St. John's, Newfoundland. Oct. 8.—Lord 
Rothermere yesterday became the first Chan¬ 
cellor of Newfoundland University. Mr. 
Raymond Gushue, former chairman of the 
Newfoundland Fisheries Board, was installed 
as president of the University. After the 
robing ceremony. Lord Rothermere read con¬ 
gratulatory messages from Mr. Churchill. 
Chancellor of Bristol University, and from 
Lord Halifax. Chancellor of Oxford Univer¬ 
sity.— Reuter. * 


EGYPT RENEWS TRADE 
PACT WITH BRITAIN 

Cairo. Oct. 8. —The Egyptian Cabinet 
decided to-night to renew for a year the pro-' 
visional trade pact with Britain that expired 
on February 16.— Reuter, j 
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BRITISH ADVANCE £5m. TO EGYPT 


TROOPS TO BE WITHDRAWN FROM 
CANAL RAILWAY BRIDGE 


From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Oct. 9 

The British Government have decided 
to advance £5m. to Egypt for the relief of 
its shortage of sterling. An agreed state¬ 
ment issued after a meeting between 
General Neguib, the Prime Minister, 
and Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British 
Ambassador, to-night said: — 

“The British Ambassador called on 
the Prime Minister to-day and informed 
him of the British Government’s intention, 
m view of Egypt’s sterling shortage, to 
make an advance of £5m., demon¬ 
strating good will towards the Egyptian 
Government. Other matters of common 
interest were discussed, including the 
Sudan, and a further meeting will take 
place between the Prime Minister and the 
British Ambassador next week.” 

Simultaneously it was announced from the 
canal zone that the British military units 
posted to guard El Ferdan bridge last winter 
are being withdrawn and their places taken 
by units of the Egyptian army. That meets 
the request which, as reported in this corre¬ 
spondence, was made by General Neguib some 
time ago. El Ferdan bridge is a key point 
in the Egyptian Army's communications with 
the garrison of Gaza. 

General Neguib inquired a fortnight ago 
about the possibility of an advance of £5m. to 
Egypt from releases to which Egypt will be 
entitled next year. The British Government 



had decided to offer an advance of the same 
amount before his request was received, but 
the oner was subject to conditions on which 
agreement had not been reached when the 
Egyptian Cabinet earlier this week decided that 
it must extend restrictions on the import of 
goods from the sterling area. So far as is 
known no reply has yet been received from 
London to General Neguib's request for iet 
aircraft. 

Since he met the Ambassador last week 
General Neguib has had a round of discus¬ 
sions with Sudanese political leaders, the 
object of which is partly to get agreement with 
the political parties in the Sudan on a policy 
which Egypt can then discuss with the British 
Government. As things are shaping at present 
Egypt may be expected to propose changes in 
the Sudan constitution, the most important of 
which will be that a commission representing 
the United Kingdom. Egypt, and the Sudan 
should take the place of the Governor-General. 
The effect would be to restore Egypt’s responsi¬ 
bility in the Sudan without formally restoring 
the condominium abrogated by the Egyptian 
Parliament. 

SUDANESE AIMS 

All the Sudanese parties represented here at 
present seem to want the constitution changed 
also to provide that a larger proportion of the 
members of Parliament should be chosen by 
direct instead of indirect election. Here agree¬ 
ment ends, however. The pro-Egyptian parties 
want the elections postponed for three years 
while the British are eased out of the admini¬ 
stration by a coalition Sudanese Government 
responsible to the international commission. 
The Socialist Republicans and Umma repre¬ 
sentatives claim, on the other hand, that the 
elections should be held soon and that the 
majority party in the new Parliament should 
take the lead in forming a coalition to guide 
the Sudan on its way to self-determination. 

The feeling of moderate Sudanese politi¬ 
cians is that if direct election is conceded in 
a majority of constituencies and some months' 
delay given to enable all parties to prepare 
adequately for the election, none would have 
any excuse for boycotting them and Egypt's 


face would be saved. It might still be diffi¬ 
cult to persuade the Ashigga and other pro- 
Egyptian parties to take part. Their chances 
of success are not rated very high. But the 
impression here is that anything will prove 
acceptable in the Sudan provided the United 
Kingdom and Egypt are in agreement. 

Ine Egyptian Government has so many 
pressing and general problems on its hands 
that n would be glad -to be able to reach 
some arrangement which got the Sudan issue 
out of the way for a time. It is noted that 
the more extreme elements of the regime have 
now been excluded from the Cairo conversa¬ 
tions. These are being handled exclusively by 
General Neguib with the help of the former 
Prime Minister, Ali Maher, and Dr. San 
Houry, president of the Council of State. 
Unfortunately the only point of view to which 
any prominence is given in to-dav*s Press is 
that being propagated by the Ashigga dele¬ 
gates in London. 

The large landowner Adly Lamloun, who 
was sentenced to penal servitude for life for 
defying legal authorities, was brought to Cairo 
in convict's garb and chains to-day on his 
way to the penitentiary and shown to the 
public as proof that both rich and poor are 
equal before the law in the new Egypt. 


SUDANESE LEADERS 
TO SEE MR. EDEN 


MEETING TO-MORROW 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Mr. Eden is to see representatives of 
the Sudanese Umma (Independence) Party 
led by Saved Sir Abdel Rahman el-Mahdi, 
to-morrow. When the Sayed called on 
Mr. Eden recently it was announced that 
there would be a further meeting for 
discussion. 

It is expected that Mr. Eden will also see 
a deputation who will speak collectively on 
behalf of the National From. The National 
Front comprises those Sudanese parties which 
favour some form of union with Egypt. The 
deputation will probably be Mirghani Hamza, 
representing the Gabha Watania party, which 
supports a form of dominion status for the 
Sudan under the Egyptian Crown: Mubarrak 
Zarroug, representing that part of the Ashigga 
party which is led by Mr. Azhari; and Khidr 
;Omer. representing the pan of the Ashigga 
j party led by Mr. Nur ed Din. The Ashigga 
arty as a whole supports union with Egypt, 
ut is divided into separate groups owing to 
persona! differences among its leaders. 

The party has had considerable success in 
town council elections, but the Umma rely for 
their main support on the countryside. 

RISK OF BOYCOTT 

Both parties claim that they have an over¬ 
whelming majority of supporters, and it is 
therefore all the more important that when 
the Sudanese elections are held arrangements 
shall be made to ensure an entirely free and 
impartial vote, and that all parties shall take 
part. 

The question is now urgent; the British and 
Egyptian Governments were presented with a 
draft of a self-government statute on May 8. 
If they do not agree to amend it by 
November 8. the Governor-General of the 
Sudan has the right to fix a date when the 
statute will become law. The British Govern¬ 
ment have expressed the hope that the new 
constitution will be working before the end 
of the year, and it may be assumed that 
nothing will be done to delay the coming into 
effect of the statute unless agreement with 
Egypt is imminent. It has, therefore, been 
thought probable that elections would take 
place in November or soon after. 

Whatever the course of discussions on the 
Sudan, it has seemed likely that the British 
Government would wish to make some friendly 
gesture to the new Egyptian rdgime. It is not 
surprising that a further £5m. of the sterling 
balances has now been released, though it may 
be added that the Egyptian Government, for 
its part, has still to gram compensation 
to British victims of the “ Black Saturday ” 
riots or to their dependents. 

The Egyptian Government is also known to 
fee! that restrictions on the export -of arms 
purchased by Egypt should have been lifted. 
Jet aircraft and Centurion tanks are two of the 
main items required, but trainer aircraft are 
more immediately important, and it is believed 
that a further consignment of these is also 
being released. 
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SUDANESE LEADERS 
TO SEE MR. EDEN 


MEETING TO-MORROW 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Mr. Eden is to see representatives of 
the Sudanese Umma (Independence) Party 
led by Saved Sir Abdel Rahman el-Mahdi, 
to-morrow. When the Sayed called on 
Mr. Eden recently it was announced that 
there would be a further meeting for 
discussion. 

It is expected that Mr. Eden will also see 
a deputation who will speak collectively on 
behalf of the National Front. The National 
Front comprises those Sudanese parties which 
favour some form of union with Egypt. The 
deputation will probably be Mirghani Hamza, 
representing the Gabha Watania party, which 
supports a form of dominion status for the 
Sudan under the Egyptian Crown ; Muharrak 
Zarroug, representing that part of the Ashigga 
party which is led by Mr. Azhari; and Khidr 
Omer. representing the part of the Ashigga 
party led by Mr. Nur ed Din. The Ashigga 
party as a whole supports union with Egypt, 
but is divided into separate groups owing to 
personal differences among its leaders. 

The party has had considerable success in 
town council elections, but the Umma rely for 
their main support on the countryside. 

RISK OF BOYCOTT 

Both parties claim that they have an over¬ 
whelming majority of supporters, and it is 
therefore all the more important that when 
the Sudanese elections are held arrangements 
shall be made to ensure an entirely free and 
impartial vote, and that all parties shall take 
part. 

The question is now urgent; the British and 
Egyptian Governments were presented with a 
draft of a self-government statute on May 8. 
If they do not agree to amend it by 
November 8. the Governor-General of the 
Sudan has the right to fix a date when the 
statute will become law. The British Govern¬ 
ment have expressed the hope that the new 
constitution will be working before the end 
of the year, and it may be assumed that 
nothing will be done to delay the coming into 
effect of the statute unless agreement with 
Egypt is imminent. It has, therefore, been 
thought probable that elections would take 
place in November or soon after. 

Whatever the course of discussions on the 
Sudan, it has seemed likely that the British 
Government would wish to make some friendly 
gesture to the new Egyptian rdgime. It is not 
surprising that a further £5m. of the sterling 
balances has now been released, though it may 
be added that the Egyptian Government, for 
its part, has still to grant compensation 
to British victims of the " Black Saturday ” 
riots or to their dependents. 

The Egyptian Government is also known to 
feel that restrictions on the export of arms 
purchased by Egypt should have been lifted. 
Jet aircraft and Centurion tanks are two of the 
main items required, but trainer aircraft are 
more immediately important, and it is believed 
that a further consignment of these is also 
being released. 
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EGYPTIANS GRATIFIED 
BY £5m. ADVANCE 


VARIED PRESS COMMENT 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Oct. 10 

The British Government’s advance of 
£5m. to Egypt is given prominence and is 
the subject of some appreciative comment 
in to-day’s newspapers. Al Ahram notes 
that the British gesture has been made at 
a time when the United Kingdom has 
little sterling to spare, and sees in it an 
indication of good faith and of desire to 
moderate the troubles through which 
Egypt is passing. It is hoped that the good 
will shown by Britain will be projected 
beyond the financial field to bring about 
radical and rapid satisfaction of Egypt’s 
national aspirations. 

Allusion is naturally made to the connexion 
between Egypt’s shortage of sterling and the 
slump in British cotton purchases during the 
last crop year. Sales to Britain fell from 
1,900,000 kantars in 1950-51 to 300,000 for the 
year 1951-52. This, asserts Al Ahram, 
amounted to British political pressure on 
Egypt. But the newspaper adds that times 
have changed and as the sale of the cotton 
crop is the keystone in the arch of the present 
financial detente, London ought soon to 
resume its normal purchases. 

Other newspapers are less gracious. Al 
Misry remarks that the British advance is 
prompted by a desire to save the export trade 
with Egypt from the impact of the most recent 
restrictions on sterling imports. It is evident 
that as a gesture of good will the British 
advance would have made a larger impression 
on public opinion if it could have been 
announced earlier. However, it may be 
assumed that responsible Egyptian circles are 
highly gratified and encouraged by the British 
action. 

Sterling has been promoted to a hard cur¬ 
rency. Dr. Emary, the Finance Minister, has 
instructed the Customs administration that 
until the end of the year payment is to be 
accepted in sterling for certain commodities 
which, until now, Egypt has exported only foi 
dollars or other hard currency. The com¬ 
modities in question are manganese and other 
minerals exported by Egypt in small quantities. 

Fayid, Suez Canal Zone, Oct. 10.-—Air 
Chief Marshal Sir William Dickson, who in 
January becomes Chief of the British Air Staff, 
landed here to-day for talks with senior Middle 
East R.A.F. officers. This is the first stage of 
a 54-day tour which will take him to Pakistan, 
India, Ceylon, Malaya, Indonesia, Australia 
New Zealand the Philippines. Hongkong. 
Japan, Canada, and the United States.— 
Reuter. 


EL FERDAN BRIDGE 

WITHDRAWAL OF BRITISH 
TROOPS 

The decision to withdraw British troops from 
the El Ferdan swing bridge over the Suez 
Canal seems to mark the ending of a period 
of ill-feeling, sometimes active hostility, in the 
canal zone. When Egyptian terrorists began 
their vicious activities in November, 1951, the 
bridge was one of the first important com¬ 
munication links to be seized by the British 
Army, and since then it has never been with¬ 
out its British sentries. 

The bridge is 10 miles north of Ismailia, 
Losing control of it was a particular indignity 
foi the Wafdist Government of the time 
because at El Ferdan the railway into the Sinai, 
supplying the Egyptian garrison at Gazai 
crosses the canal. The seizure of the bridge 
emphasized the fact that the British com¬ 
mander in the zone could at any time deprive 
a sizeable part of the Egyptian Army (includ¬ 
ing, it is said, many of its best units) of 
practically all its supplies. 

In fact, throughout the difficult months of 
November, December, and January, during 
which terrorists were being violent all over 
the zone, General Erskine allowed Egyptian 
Airny supply trains to run regularly across the 
bridge and into the Sinai. Only for two days 
in February, after the derailment by mines of 
a British military train, did he cut this essential 
Egyptian supply line. 

Cairo, Oct. 10.—The 1st Battalion, The 
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment, 
formally withdrew at 1 o’clock to-day from 
the bridge, and Egyptian Army units were 
| taking over later in the day.— Exchange. 
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BRITISH VIEWS 
ON SUDAN 


MR. EDEN’S TALKS 

WITH DELEGATES 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Mr. Eden saw two Sudanese delegations 
at the Foreign Office on Saturday. 

The first delegation was headed by the 
political and religious leader Sayed Sir Abdel 
Rahman el-Mahdi, who was accompanied by 
his son, Sayed Saddig el-Mahdi, and by Ali 
Taha, the Minister of Education, representing 
the Umma (Independence) Party. It was 
announced later that there was a useful 
exchange of views, and Mr. Eden explained 
in general terms the present intentions of the 
British Government regarding the Sudan. In 
the words of the Foreign Office statement 
these “ show no departure from the under¬ 
takings already given." 

Die Foreign Secretary also saw seven repre¬ 
sentatives from the Ashigga Party and other 
parties or groups which have joined in the 
National Struggle From, working for various 
forms of union of the Sudan with Egypt. 

EVACUATION DEMAND 

The representatives of the National Struggle 
Front declared in London on Friday that they 
would refuse to cooperate with the Govern¬ 
ment while the present regime lasts, and that 
they would ask Mr. Eden for the evacuation of 
all troops and Civil servants from the Sudan, 
so that all foreign influence might be removed, 
before the holding of a plebiscite. British 
representatives, while agreeing that the num¬ 
ber of British Civil servants is small, state 
that such proposals would inevitably lead 
swiftly to administrative chaos. 

It may be assumed that these views were 
put to Mr. Eden on Saturday, and that he 
urged the movement’s representatives to recon¬ 
sider them, and not to boycott the elections 
which are expected to take place soon. It 
seems unlikely, however, that the movement 
wiR now have changed its attitude. 

In referring to the British Government’s 
undertakings concerning the Sudan Mr. Eden 
will have had in mind the declaration made 
last October, when the Wafd Government in 
Egypt abrogated the condominium agreement 
of 1899. The British Government then stated 
that there would be no change in the status 
of the Sudan without consultation with the 
Sudanese. Sir James Robertson, Civil Secre¬ 
tary in the Sudan Government, has declared 
that elections will be held in the Sudan in 
1952, and has expressed confidence that a 
self-governing constitution will be in opera¬ 
tion before the end of the year. The British 
Government declared in November last year 
that they would support the aim of the Sudanese 
Administration, and that the stage of self- 
government should be followed by active pre¬ 
parations for the ultimate goal of self-deter¬ 
mination. 

DISCUSSIONS IN CAIRO 

Meanwhile talks in Cairo on the Sudan 
; between General Neguib and Sir Ralph Steven¬ 
son, the British Ambassador, are to-be con- 
• tinued this week, and British and Egyptian 
statements on the proposed self-government 
statute, which was presented to the two 
Governments last May, are expected soon. 
On the British side it is hoped that an inter¬ 
national commission cdh be formed to super¬ 
vise elections, which would be partly by direct 
ballot and partly by indirect vote through 
an electoral College. 

Most Sudanese parties appear to wish that 
. the proportion of seats to be filled by direct 
[ voting should be increased. Under the present 
I proposals almost one-third of the proposed 
. Chamber of Deputies would be elected by 
; direct vote, but any considerable extension of 
, direct voting is considered in London to be 
: inappropriate owing to the political backward- 
. ness of the southern Sudan and of outlying 
- districts in the north. 

i The delegations now in London will be 
5 returning to the Sudan this week by way 
r of Cairo, and it seems likely that they will 
: see General Neguib. 
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ambition to make and do things better— 
that the facts demand public economy and 
an end to the seeping eddies of inflation. 

This is the choice before the nation. Mr. 
Butler is right. If there are to be big 
economies there must be big changes in 
policy; but the biggest changes of 
all in policy, upon which the nation's 
economic (and military) survival de¬ 
pends, are impossible without big 
economies. This is the choice which 
the politicians back to-morrow at work 
should have in mind. Upon the choice 
being rightly made depends equally the 

. welfare of the people, the personal free- 

: dom which is still an absolute test of 
public policy, and the safety of Britain. 

. There can be no question to-day of dis- 

| mantling the so-called welfare State, but 
every item of expenditure (whether on 
houses, food, or other social provision) 
which conceals the true costs, and pre¬ 
tends to a prosperity which the nation 
has still to earn, calls for sternest scrutiny. 
And if there is any elector or politician 
who believes that public economy may 
now mean private ease, he is sorely wrong. 
So, too, are those who See in more 
economy the threat of unemployment Its 
sought-for first fruit, and its justification, 
is private effort. If it did not mean 
laborious but hppeful days for all until 
safety and solvency had been secured, it 
would have failed as grievously as did the 
easy spen ding of the years befo re. 

Air Defence 

The great air defence exercise Ardent, 
which ended last night has been staged 
at an awkward time in Britain’s air 
history. It is possible already to see, or 
to foresee, the obsolescence—if that is not 
too harsh a word—of the kind of fighter 
action which saved this country in 1940- 
41; but the guided missiles and other 

devices, which seem destined to take over 
one major part of the fighter aircraft's 
role against both rockets and jet bombers, 
will not for some time be of immediate 
interest to the operational formations 
charged with the protection of Britain’s 
cities and ports. Until they are tested, 
mass produced and put into operation, 
the age of the Spitfire and its post-war jet 
successors is far from ended. The Air 
Council has found itself compelled to 
order a wide range of the latest conven¬ 
tional-type aircraft to bridge the gap, and 
is now putting into service, after a some¬ 
what anxious period, the first deliveries 
from the factories. Upon these new 
Venoms, and later upon the Hunters, 
Swifts, Javelins, and others, the safety of 
the free world must for a substantial time 
ahead largely depend. 

The Royal Air Force has shown in the 
past nine days that it has emerged from 
the lean post-war years with its spirit and 
initiative unimpaired. The quality of the 
men and women taking part in this exer¬ 
cise both on the ground and in the air 
has proved that the new aircraft and warn¬ 
ing gear will be used to full advantage as 
they flow from the factories here and in 

Canada. The work of the allied squadrons 
from western Europe, and perhaps of the 
Netherlands contingent in particular, has 
also won praise. Fortunately, the attack¬ 
ing force included the Canberra, which 
flies fast and high enough to bring into 
this exercise a note of realism, which has 
been lacking in the past; there is little 
profit in practising the national defences 
against a make-believe enemy imprudent 

enough to consign bis atom bombs to 
anything but his very latest bombers. 
The comparative success of the Canberra 
against the fighters must be one outstand¬ 
ing and disturbing lesson of the past two 
week-ends. Against this has to be set the 
fact that it by no means had matters all 
its own way; and a first aim of the new 
super-priority air defence programme is to 
counter the threat which it represents. 
There should be no need, when this coun¬ 
try's deficiencies in defence are still acute, 
to stress the urgent necessity of destroying 
the enemy projectile, if possible, before it 
leaves its base. A jet bomber carrying an 
atom bomb is in itself no harder to kill 
on its own airfield than any pre-war 
bomber. Certainly nothing has happened 
m exercise Ardent to suggest that attack 
is not still a vital part of defence. 

Visitors from Turkey 

Throughout the nineteenth century the 
friendship between Great Britain and 
Turkey was one of the constants in inter¬ 
national affairs. This friendship, how¬ 
ever, was one of Governments rather than 
of peoples, and there was always a large 
section of British public opinion which 
remained hostile to the Ottoman con¬ 
nexion. There will be no such discord 
between the official and unofficial wel¬ 
comes accorded to the Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister of Turkey when 
they arrive in London to-day. Great 
Britain and Turkey have been allies since 


countries are at least as close as at any 
time during the nineteenth century and 
| they are now based on a far wider under¬ 
standing. 

Although the present visit of Mr. 
Menderes and Mr. KSprOlu is primarily 
one of courtesy there are many practical 
questions which can profitably be dis- 
| cussed between the heads of the two 
Governments. Those connected with 
Turkey's role in the defence of the free 
world naturally take the first place. The 
recent visit to Ankara of Lord Mont¬ 
gomery provided a useful opportunity for 
assessing Turkey's defence needs, but these 
can only be finally judged in the light of 
the intentions of her neighbours. During 
the .past year cooperation between Turkey 
and Greece, the only other member of 
N.A.T.O. in the eastern Mediterranean, 
has been closer than ever, but even more 
significant have been the links made with 
Yugoslavia. There is still no apparent 
j prospect of a formal alliance to unite 
Yugoslavia with Greece and Turkey in 
the defence of the Balkan peninsula, but 
the talks which Mr. Eden had last month 
j with Marshal Trro will have shed more 
■ light on the degree of partnership which 
| may be expected from the Yugoslavs. 

Turkey's relations with her southern 
neighbours over the past year have becnl 


less encouraging. The proposals for a 1 
Middle East defence pact, of which 
Turkey was one of the sponsors, are still 
theoretically open for acceptance by any 
of the Arab States. In practice, a defence 
pact for this part of the world must depend 
for its success on the active participation! 
of Egypt, which has so far been refused.! 
The Turkish statesmen will naturally be 
anxious to learn in London what prospects 1 
there now seem to be for a settlement with 
Egypt, and in what way the outlook for 
a Middle East defence pact has altered., 
Turkey’s own interest in building an active 

defence system in the eastern Mediter¬ 
ranean is as strong as ever. 

Making a Fuss 

Nobody, now, can remember the turn¬ 
ing point in their history at which the 
British started to go downhill. It must 
have preceded the invention of printing, 
for the most perspicuous writers of every 
age have commented, often pointedly, on 
the steady deterioration in our national! 
character. “ Non Angli sed angeli " gave 
us, admittedly, a bad start. Naturally 
antipathetic to puns and ever anxious tol 
invalidate the condescending comments of 

foreign observers, we started life under the 
same sort of perverse compulsion which 
drives a daughter of the village into the 
back row of the chorus. Our uninterrupted 
digringoUtde has been attributed to a 
variety of causes so wide that it seems 
impossible that the real reason for it 
should have been overlooked. Yet none 
of our failings, which arc for the most part 
obvious enough, in itself quite suffices to 
explain our continuous declension; and it 
is at least .permissible to wonder whether 
the cause for it may not lie in one of those 
characteristics which we have hitherto 
numbered among our virtues. 

Prominent among these is our habit, 
superficially so admirable and so distinc¬ 
tive, of never making a fuss about any¬ 
thing. Whether they describe it as 
sang-froid (which sounds rather dashing) 
or as phlegm (a more lack-lustre term), 
this trait has never failed to arouse in 
foreign observers a grudging and envious 
respect. No doubt we always have been— 

neighbours—a fairly phlegmatic lot; and 
it is perfectly true that we might have 
made a great deal more fuss than we did 
over some of the surprising and disagree¬ 
able things that have happened to us. 
It is also true that in a crisis or emer¬ 
gency it is better to keep calm than to 
become excited. But we are not per¬ 
petually, or even most of the time, in 
heavy weather; and nobody has ever 
explained why a placid, unruffled 
demeanour, which became us well enough 
under a hail of bombs, should be equally 
serviceable for more normal occasions. 
We are for ever reminding ourselves that 
the Spaniards are proud, that the French 
are touchy, that Oriental races have tender 
susceptibilities, that the Greeks are impul¬ 
sive. Do other nations ever feel impelled 
to make comparable allowances for us ? 
One rather doubts it 

Individually, of course, none of us is a 

prima donna, but we all know people who 

arc and we can see that it pays to be one. 
The dividends may be paid in deference 
rather than esteem, but they are paid, 
however grudgingly. Prima donnas Sre 
individuals who cannot with impunity 
be ignored, let alone by-passed or over¬ 
ridden. They must be consulted at an 
early stage about matters which are really 
outside their province. They must sit in 
the front row. They must be asked to 
become honorary vice-chairmen. They 
must be prevailed on to say a few words. 
If these precautions are omitted the prima 
donna resorts to sulks or, at a pinch, to 
sabotage; and no one who has' watched 
his (or her) impact ou society can doubt 
that, as a nation, we should fare better 
if we made more of a fuss. 
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BRITAIN AND THE SUDAN 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—I feel that after reading many of the 
newspaper reports on the political and econo¬ 
mic problems that face my countrymen in 
the Sudan some of the misleading statements 
could be brought into correct focus, as it 
were, if I emphasized some points. I do 
so as a member of the United Front delegation 
in England at the moment. The United Front, 
which includes the Trade Union Congress 
and the official trade union federation, works 
with other Sudan parties for elimination of 
Brnish influence and for self determination. 
Neither the United Front nor the other Sudan 
parties bear enmity of any kind to the British 
people, pie United Front represents the 
overwhelming majority of the Sudanese 
people, as well as the free and enlightened 
pohucal opinion of the country. Said Abd 
el Rahman el Mahdi represents only the few 
followers of his sect, with not more than'-a 
handful of senior Government officials. 

The leaders of the political parties have not 
been—and will never be—instruments of the 
Egyptian Government. They stand for union 
w !„ because union was originally the 

will of the majority of the population. The 
events of 1924 have not been forgotten. The 
leaders of the parties’in the Sudan believe this 
union will best serve the welfare and happiness 
of their peoples in the Sudan. I am not pro¬ 
posing to argue the correctness of a union 
between the Sudan and Egypt, but wish only 
to stress that there are inseparable economic 
ties and interests between these two countries 
In addition, the geographical features of the 
two countries make a union inevitable in so 
far as the strategic military defence of both 
Egypt and the Sudan is concerned 

The United Front has rejected the draft 
Sudan Constitution because it is our conten¬ 
tion that this document would retard the poli¬ 
tical freedom which we are urging for our 
country. It gives the British Governor-General 
unique powers which no other head of a 
State exercises. The Sudanese will be allowed 
to choose freely only a handful of represen¬ 
tatives. The remainder will be chosen by 
indirect elections—in fact they will be members 
nominated by the Administration. We have 
no faith in the British administrators or in 
the electoral law which they seek to impose. 
If this Constitution is forced into law the 
United Front will boycott the election and 
will urge those in sympathy with their ideals 
to follow suit. Lastly, I would like to correct 
a statement which has been made in this 
country. It has been stated that the followers 
of Abd el Rahman el Mahdi numbered about 
three million. This I can categorically deny. 
They are no more than a few thousands. Manv 
of the tribal chiefs who, with their followers', 
joined the Vicuna Party originally, have now 
left to join the new Socialist Republican Party 
leaving their followers with no clear lead 
politically. 

In all honesty I would reiterate that the 
United Front bears no enmity toward the 
British people. We declare our dissatisfaction 
with the British Administration in the Sudan; 
we stand for union with Egypt, and we assert 
that the first line of the Sudan defences should 
be the Mediterranean. 


Yours faithfully, 

K.HIDR OMAR, Member, Sudanese 
Delegation to Great Britain. 
Grosvenor Hotel. S.W.l. 
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NILE WATERS AGREEMENT BY 
EGYPT AND SUDAN 


LARGE-SCALE IRRIGATION PROJECTS 

The Egyptian and Sudanese Governments have agreed on a series 
of far-reaching schemes for the more effective use of the waters of 
the Nile. 

It has been estimated that these and other irrigation projects 
which would completely harness the river could within 25 years 
increase the cultivated area of Egypt from six million to about 
10 m illi on acres. 


CONSTRUCTION 
OF NEW DAM 


RECLAIMING DESERT 
LAND 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Oct. 13 

An agreement that should permit pro¬ 
gress to be made on Nile water projects 
vital to the life of Egypt has at last been 
reached between the Egyptian and 
Sudanese Governments. The whole ques¬ 
tion has been hanging fire for about a 



year, owing to the preoccupation of pre¬ 
vious Egyptian cabinets with issues of less 
consequence than insurance against 
famine. 

The agreement^ which has been em¬ 
bodied in an exchange of Notes, covers 
the heightening of the Sennar Dam in the 
Sudan, from which the Gezira scheme is 
irrigated; the construction of a new dam 
at Merowe, also in the Sudan, mainly for 
flood, control in Egypt; and a formula 
governing the distribution between Egypt 
and the Sudan of the additional waters 
made available by new storage works. 

Egypt has agreed to a request by the 
Sudan for more water immediately. It 
will be provided by heightening existing 
dams a little, year by year, for five years, 
at the end of which the additional water 
available to the Sudan each year will be 
200 million cubic metres—one day’s 
supply for Egypt. 

STORAGE FACILITIES 

Egypt, it is learned, is also prepared 
now to take advantage of the Owen Falls 
Dam to gain water storage. The dam at 
Owen Falls is the first of those proposed 
to be built at the sources of the Nile. The 
work is already going on under the 
auspices of the Uganda Government 
whose interest—hydro-electric power- 
does not, however, require any raising of 
the water level of Lake Victoria. It was 


understood that if Egypt came to an 
arrangement for compensation and other 
costs, amounting altogether to about 
£E4m., the height of the dam could be 
raised 3ft. to store water for Egypt. 

As a corollary to storing water in Lake 
Victoria there is a plan to dig a canal 
through the Sudd swamps in the southern 
Sudan, where the Bahr el Jebel, as the 
White Nile is known there, loses half its 
waters. An international panel of 
engineers is soon to examine routes for 
the canal, which will probably stretch for 
more than 100 miles from Jonglei to 
Malakhal. It will take four years to 
assemble the dredging and other equip¬ 
ment, and 20 years to finish the canal, 
though a smaller version may be ready in 
six years. 

EXPERTS’ SURVEY 

A British geologist has been invited to 
join another international group of experts, 
which is to report on the feasibility of the 
Wadi el Rayan depression, south of 
Fayoum, as a reservoir. It would be 
necessary to bring water from the Nile 
over or beneath roads and the railway and 
through an escarpment to fill the depres¬ 
sion. 

Silt waters which would otherwise be 
lost by seeping or flowing into the sea 
would be taken at the flood period, and a 
large stretch of desert land could be 
irrigated. A year ago the Ministry of 
Public Works estimated the cost at 
£E20m., but it may be much more. 

It has been estimated that these and 
other projected works which would com¬ 
pletely harness the Nile could, over a 
period of 25 years, increase the cultivated 
area of Egypt from six million to about 
10 millian feddans. [The feddan is slightly 
more than an acre.] At the rate the 
population is increasing, however, the area 
of cultivable land for each person will be 
no higher than it is to-day. The finance 
required would be very large, but precise 
emulates are not available. 


MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD 
MEMBERS FREED 


LIFE SENTENCES REMITTED 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Oct. 13 

Several convicts serving life sentences for 
complicity in murder were released to-day by 
the Government, and afterwards, it is stated, 
received by General Neguib, the Prime 
Minister. Ail of them are said to be members 
of the Muslim Brotherhood. Three—Sayed 
Mohammed Malik, Dr. Attia Atef Darakat, 
and Sayed Mahmoud Kamel—were sentenced 
for complicity in the murder of Nokrashy 
Pasha, the Saadist Prime Minister, in 1948. 

Of the others, two were found Guilty of 
complicity in the murder of a judge who had 
dealt severely with Muslim Brotherhood mem¬ 
bers for offences against law and order, and 
the other two were students sentenced in con¬ 
nexion with the death of Major-General 
Fattalla of the police, who was killed by a 
bomb thrown during a melee between students 
and police. 

General Neguib to-day watched the 
manoeuvres of the Army’s armoured division. 
At the end he thanked the German experts who 
had helped to orcanize the manoeuvres. 
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EGYPTIAN REGENT 
DISMISSED 

COLLEAGUE RESIGNS 


PHINCE MONEIM’S NEW 
STATUS 


From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Oct. 14 

Prince Abdel Moneim was left as sole 
regent for the infant King of Egypt 
to-night, after one of his colleagues in 
the provisional council of regency, 
Colonel Rachad Mehanna, had been dis¬ 
missed for exceeding his duties, and the 
other, Bahi ed-Din Barakhat, had 
resigned. The council had been in exist¬ 
ence since August 5. 

A statement issued after a meeting of the 
Council of Ministers to-night said that for 
important reasons of state and in the interests 
of the Army’s movement Colonel Mehanna 
had had to be removed from the provisional 
council of regency. Dr. Barakhat had there¬ 
upon preferred to resign his post and persisted 
in his resignation in spite of the request of 
General Neguib and Soliman .Hafez, the 
deputy Prime Minister, that he should with¬ 
draw it. 

A meeting of the Council of Ministers was 
therefore summoned at which the Prime 
Minister explained the situation and the 
council approved the dismissal of Colonel 
Mehanna and accepted the resignation of 
Barakhat. The Cabinet then amended the law 
so as to provide that the provisional council 
of regency could consist of one regent only and 
approved the appointment of Prince Abdel 
Moneim as provisional regent. Prince Abdel 
Moneim took the oath this afternoon before 
the Council of Ministers. 

BARAKHAT’S CAREER 

Barakhat is a distinguished lawyer with a 
long record of service to the State. It is said 
that his sense of constitutional propriety was 
offended by the Army’s removal of a member 
of the council of regency. Prince Abdel 
Moneim, a son of the late Khedive Abbas 
Hilmi, represented the Mohamed Ali dynasty 
in the council. The provisional council of 
regency shoujd continue to function until 
there is a Parliament in being to ratify or alter 
the council of regency which Farouk nomi¬ 
nated just before his abdication. 

The order dismissing Colonel Mehanna was 
issued by General Neguib, the Prime Minister, 
m the early hours of this morning. It expressed 
regret that the officer appointed by the Army 
to the council of regency had displayed one 
of the failings for which Prince Farouk was 
removed, that of interfering with matters that 
were in the exclusive province of the Govern¬ 
ment. Colonel Mehanna, it was stated, had 
made a protest to Ministers on behalf of his 
friends, had once ordered a newspaper to be 
confiscated, and had opposed the promulgation 
of the land law, though aware that it was the 
corner-stone of the reforms for which the 
Army stood. 

DEMAND FOR POWER 

The Colonel, General Neguib’s statement 
went on, had also given interviews to news¬ 
papers, expressed opinions publicly on the 
Sudan and other questions, and succeeded in 
giving some people the impression that more 
than one tendency was at work within the 
A few days ago he had demanded 
ofnciaUy that he be given power to intervene 
m all affairs of government. This proved, 
the statement ended, that he was unable to 
adjust his attitude to the aims and principles 
of the movement. 

Unofficial reports state that the Colonel 
claimed for the regent the constitutional right 
to be kept informed, at least, of what the 
Government was doing, though he may also 
have been taking advantage of his position 
to pursue ambitious political aims in the 
interests of the Muslim Brotherhood. 

The Army command takes a very restricted 
view of the prerogatives of the crown, and 
accordingly of the legitimate functions of a 
regent As one newspaper comments, it was 
probably a mistake a appoint an officer of 
such strong opinions and so active a disposition 
as Colonel Mehanna to a post in which his 
duties were to be ceremonial and clerical only. 1 
POPULAR OFFICER 

The quarrel between the Colonel and the 
high command opens up the first serious rift 
m the movement which is now responsible 
for the government of Egypt. Colonel 
Mehanna is a popular and respected officer in 
the Army. It was thought at one time that 
he was a member—perhaps the most important 
after General Neguib—of the inner council 
of officers which plotted the coup d’Eiat and 
which is now the power behind the Cabinet. 
That is now denied. It is clear, however, that 
he has been a prominent figure in the Army's 
movement. 


He was under arrest as long ago as 1947 
for plotting against the King, and was one 
of the officers elected in January this year 
to the council of the officers’ club—appoint¬ 
ments to which Prince Farouk took such 
strong exception. Soon afterwards Colonel 
Mehanna was posted out of harm’s way to 
the frontier garrison of El Arish. He was 
commanding an artillery unit there when the 
coup d'Etat was staged in Cairo. On return¬ 
ing to the capital he was appointed success¬ 
ively commandant of the Military Academy. 
Minister of Communications, and member of 
the council of regency. 

General Neguib to-night received Sir Ralph 
Stevenson, the British Ambassador, to r 
another discussion on “ questions of mutual 
interest, including the Sudan.” Though details 
were not given, the questions included the sub¬ 
ject of compensation for the loss of British 
lives in the Cairo riots of January 26 last and 
indemnification for British officials who were 
dismissed unjustifiably from Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment employment in December, 1951. 
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GEN. NEGUIB’S ASCENDANCY 

REMOVAL OF POSSIBLE 
THREAT 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The most immediate effect of yesterday’s 
moves in Cairo would seem to be the removal 
i of a possible threat to General Neguib’s 
ascendancy in the present regime. Colonel 
Mehanna, if not a direct rival for power, had 
proved himself a forceful but restive per¬ 
sonality, who could not work with the General. 

He had also recently declared that the Sudan 
was indivisible from Egypt. Now that his 
intransigent influence has been removed there 
is possibly a better prospect that the talks on 
the Sudan, which are now continuing between 
General Neguib and Sir Ralph Stevenson, the 
British Ambassador, will succeed. 

Members of the inner council of officers, 
which plotted the coup d’Etat, are known to 
have been divided on the question of the future 
of the monarchy. In this connexion it is not 
yet possible to be sure of the real significance 
of yesterday’s changes in the regency. 

On the whole, it seems likely that the 
removal of two of the three members of the 
regency council, which leaves as the sole 
remaining member a prince of the royal house, 
means that those who wish to preserve the 
monarchy have at present won the day. 

Prince Abdel Moneim, who has now been 
sworn in as the sole regent, is 53. He has 
already played an important part in Egyptian 
affairs. His father, the late Khedive Abbas 
Hilmi, was deposed when the British protec¬ 
torate was proclaimed in 1914. But for this 
Prince Abdel Moneim would probably have 
become King of Egypt. 


1 



Gen. Neguib's Ascendancy. 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Wednesday, Oct 15, 1952; pg. 6; Issue 52443. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number: CS103108431 


2 



PRINCE FAROUK LEAVES 

CAPRI 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

ROME, Oct. 15 

The infant King of Egypt, accompanied by 
his parents. Prince Farouk and Princess Narri- 
man, arrived to-day at Santa Marinella, a 
coastal resort about 35 miles north-west of 
Rome, where they are staying in a hotel. They 
had landed at Sorrento this morning from 
I Capri. 


S30M. FOR YUGOSLAVIA 
The Mutual Security Agency yesterday an¬ 
nounced in Washington the initial allotment 
of $30m. to Yugoslavia. 
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AMNESTY DECREE IN 
EGYPT 


AID FOR MUSLIM 
BROTHERHOOD 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Oct. 16 

The Council of Ministers decided late 
last night to issue a decree granting an 
amnesty to all political prisoners sent to 
gaol between August 26, 1936, and July 23 
this year, except those sentenced for 
murder, arson, or treason. Prisoners will 
be released within a month, and those not 
released can petition for reconsideration 
of their cases. The time covered by the 
amnesty is from the signature of the 
Anglo-Egyptian treaty to the recent coup 
dEtat. 

The Minister of State, Fathy Radwan, 
explained that Communists will be among 
those who benefit by the amnesty. These and 
the members of the Muslim Brotherhood, who 
were involved with the Liberal-Saadist coali¬ 
tion of 1948-49, will be the principal bene¬ 
ficiaries, as the “ Box and Cox ” Egyptian 
politics since 1936 enabled the main political 
parties, while in office, to release the detainees 
of their own particular choice. 

The present intention, apparently, is to 
secure the release of Muslim Brotherhood 
members, and Communists have benefited 
indirectly. There is, however, a radical 
element in the new regime which is not 
averse from seeing left-wing prisoners set 
free. 

By a neat piece of timing, six members of 
tbe Brotherhood implicated in murders were' 
released on October 13—only two days before 
the amnesty, from which they would have 
been excluded. Three of them were sentenced 
in connexion with the death in 1948 of 
Mahmoud Fahmy Nokrashy, the Saadist 
Prime Minister—whose honesty would surely 
pass the test of this regime—two for com¬ 
plicity in the murder of a judge who was 
considered too severe against the Brotherhood, 
and the last in connexion with the murder of 
a police general. 


PRINCE FAROUK 


EMBASSY’S ACCUSATION 
OF “HIGH TREASON” 

The Egyptian Embassy in a statement in 
London last night said:—“In the first part 
of a story which ex-king Farouk has started 
to publish he confessed to having invited the 
intervention by a foreign Power in Egyptian 
affairs. It is obvious that such an act on his 
part constitutes high treason against his 
country. He alleged that the present regime 
in Egypt has been backed by the Communists. 
This allegation is devoid of any foundation 
whatsoever, and is contradicted by the very 
attacks against the rdgime in the Communist 
Press, whereas the Press in non-Communist 
countries have praised it very highly. Indeed, 
the present regime has most energetically and 
with great success adopted a policy of com¬ 
bating Communism, raising the standard of 
living, eliminating antagonism, and fostering 
harmony between the various classes of the 
people. 

“ An important aspect of this policy, which 
is firmly maintained, is the realization of a 
better and more equitable social order, by 
promulgating and applying the law which 
reduced social and economic inequalities by 
breaking down large agricultural properties. 
This policy, in its various aspects, has among 
Its principal objectives the protection and 
immunization of the country against Com- 
munism.” 

The ex-King’s “ incessant interference in the 
affairs of state,” the statement continues, “ as 
well as the pernicious influence of his entour¬ 
age, caused considerable deterioration in every 
aspect of the country’s development. 

“ It is no wonder, therefore, that from the 
very outset the new regime has received the 
enthusiastic and full support of the whole 
country, and has been and continues to be 
hailed with the greatest jubilation.” 
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BRITISH GRANT TO EGYPT 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

. Sir, The news that the British Government 
is advancing £5m. tc Egypt as a “ good will 

g esture ” will be read wi*n very mixed feelings 
y the dependents of those English people 
killed during the Cairo riots of January 26 
as well as by the British officials of the 
Egyptian Government who were summarily 
dismissed last December. Hitherto all repre¬ 
sentations made by the British Embassy on 
their behalf have been ignored by the 
Egyptians. Is it too much to hope that our 
Government in its anxiety to conciliate the 
present regime in Egypt will not be less insistent 
°. n m aKing the Egyptian Government recognize 
the obligations incurred towards the victims of 
the Anglophobia which this uncovenanted 
advance is presumably intended to allay ? 

Y ours sincerely, 

M. BRY*I DAMES, Chairman, Associa¬ 
tion of Former British Officials of the 
Egyptian Government, 

Brook House, Llantamam, Monmouthshire 
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PRINCE FAROUK 
CRITICIZED 


ARMY HEADQUARTERS’ 
ONSLAUGHT 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Oct. 17 

Army General Headquarters to-day 
made its first attack on the reputation of 
Prince Farouk. The Army has acquiesced 
in scurrilous Press criticism of the former 
King and condemned the regime of which 
he was the head, but it has hitherto 
avoided direct pronouncements such as 
this. 

To-days statement was prompted by the 
melodramatic version of recent events which 
Prince Farouk has been publishing in British 
ana continental newspapers. It points out 
correctly that there were no tanks to impede 
his car journey to the Ras el-Tin Palace nor 
officers present to gouge out the eyes of his 
daughters pet dogs. “ The pet dogs," the 
fv. a ' C i"i lei A sa),s fancifully, “ are alive, enjoying 
the blessings of freedom, and they bark only 
when they see the shadow of the past.” 
rrmce Farouk, it continues, prevented the 
entry of newspapers criticizing his way of life, 
put nothing was done to prevent the publica¬ 
tion of his story in Egypt. 

INIMICAL MOVEMENTS 
_ T1 ] e , statement contends that liberty was 
granted by him only to “ devils of immorality 
tor whom he now prays, as he always used 
to pray at gambling tables and bars during the 
month of Ramadan, though he was King of 
Shlic country.” Xhe statement con- 
unues,. inose for whom he prays do not 

pr , ayer ?- A 11 Egypt is now praying 
“?, r lts r n Jp n h°°d, which was sacrificed on the 
altar of his lust and tyranny.” 

panera! Headquarters further argues that 
the former King described the Army move- 
ment as being simultaneously Communist and 
inspired by the Muslim Brotherhood—two 
movements inimical to each other—and that 
!L was hls feudal regime which was pushing 
the country towards Communism, whereas the 
limitation of land ownership and other pro- 
jects prevented the spread of Communism. 

to Prince Farouk s contention that the 
movement was led by junior officers anxious 
rfff 01 * 11 ’ lh ? sla .tement replies that none 
pt these officers has m fact been promoted; 

t0 ,■?, c J alm that he was speaking to justify 
those still loyal to him it says that no one 
resisted the Army on his behalf and no one 
was killed, that the royal bodyguard welcomed 
the Army movement, and that his entourage 
curse ium and the circumstances which led 
them to associate with him.” 

REPUBLICAN TREND 
. The Army has, in fact, had little difficulty 
in answering the ex-King, whose decision to 
defend his tattered reputation could well 
hasten the end of the monarchical system in 
Egypt, for it is strengthening in reliable 
quarters a trend towards republicanism which 
is already pronounced in the country. There 
are also circumstantial reports that a trial will 
he staged in his absence to prove that he was 
traitor enough to seek British intervention to 
save his throne, and that he employed 
assassins to remove his opponents. 

Ihe Egyptian Army last night arrested a 
number of journalists in Cairo for the pur¬ 
pose of interrogation, but has given no indica¬ 
tion of what it is seeking. A number of 
people from the Society Orientale de Publicity 
which publishes two French and the only 
English-language newspaper, the Egyptian 
Oazette, were among those detained. 
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EGYPTIAN ARMY TRAINING 


EMPLOYMENT OF GERMAN 

EXPERTS 

FROM OUR MILITARY CORRESPONDENT 
In a message published on Tuesday our 
Cairo Correspondent reported that General 
Neguib, after watching an exercise carried out 
by Egyptian armoured division, thanked 
the German experts who had helped to organ¬ 
ize this exercise* This news may well have 
ci rated surprise. 

A German mission, including several tech- 
io~ans in the field of armament, has in fact 
been in Egypt for about 18 months. Its 
presence is therefore anterior to the 
troubles ” and has no connexion with them. 
At the same time, the employment of German 
ex-officers was obviously the result of ideo¬ 
logical considerations; Having decided to 
abolish the British mission, the Egyptians 
doubtless felt that they could not well appeal 
to Britain for professional aid in the organiza¬ 
tion of their army* 

Whatever the political significance of the 
contact of this German mission with the 
Egyptian Army, on the military side no objec¬ 
tion to it has been raised and none is enter¬ 
tained. The Egyptian Government has a right 
to choose its own technical military advisers 
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SUDANESE TALKS 
IN CAIRO 


SIR ABDEL RAHMAN 
DUE TO-DAY 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Ocr. 19 

Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi, chairman 
of the Umma (Independent) Party in the 
Sudan, is due here to-morrow morning 
from London for his conversations with 
General Neguib, the Egyptian Prime 
Minister. He is expected to stay in Cairo 
a week and then go on to Khartoum. 

While here Sir Abdel Rahman is to be 
attended by an imposing train. Thirty-three 
tribal chiefs who support the Umma Party 
descended on Cairo from Khartoum on Satur¬ 
day, and another 27 of his followers are due 
to arrive to-day. As leaders of the Socialist 
Republican and Pro-Unity parties are also in 
Cairo, General Neguib has succeeded in 
assembling the largest gathering of Sudanese 
politicians that this city has seen. 

When he has talked with Sir Abdel Rahman 
General Neguib will have heard at first hand 
the views of all Sudanese political leaders of 
importance. He will then be in a position to 
decide the Egyptian attitude on the Sudan 
constitution and the pending elections, and to 
reply to the suggestions which have been made 
by the British Government for Egyptian co¬ 
operation in the further political development 
m the Sudan. 

GEN. NEGUIB’S POLICY 

. The principle of General Neguib’s policy is, 

ts understood, to assist the Sudanese to full 
self-determination regardless of the risk that 
the Sudanese in the exercise of that right may 
Prefer independence to union with Egypt. 
With regard to methods. General Neguib hopes 
to be able to evolve some proposals acceptable 
to all or most of the Sudanese parties, and 
also to the British Government. Whether he 
will or not remains uncertain, but the Press 
is optimistic. Receiving a party of some 
Umma delegates yesterday the General told 
them that tne Sudanese, if they would only 
unite, could obtain far more than they were 
now asking. 

It is officially stated that the authorities 
discovered on Thursday a network of espion¬ 
age of which certain persons belonging to a 
publishing house were caught and that in¬ 
quiries disclosed that these persons were 
engaged in activities against the security of the 
State. The name of the publishing house is 
not given, but it was on Thursday that the 
general manager, M. Henri Haim, of the 
Societe Orientale de Publicite, and some 
journalists employed by that organization, 
were detained by the Egyptian Army. 

Cairo, Oct. 19.—The Egyptian Minister of 
State, Fathy Radwan, yesterday denied 
rumours that a republic is about to be pro¬ 
claimed in Egypt.— Reuter. 
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ARAB LEAGUE TALKS 
IN GERMANY 


DELEGATION’S ARRIVAL 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

BONN, Oct. 20 

A delegation from the Arab League has 
arrived at Frankfurt and will come to 
Bonn in the course of the week to discuss 
with representatives of the Federal 
Government the treaty recently concluded 
with Israel. 

F^rli er the League had talked of a boycott 

G 5 r F an .g°°. ds if the treaty went through. 
The delegation is headed by Ahmed el-Daouk 
Bey, the Lebanese Ambassador in Paris, and 
the other members are Colonel Ahmed Kassan 
(representing Egypt), Mr. Ramzi Elagati 
(Syria), and Dr. Ali el-Safi (Iraq). 

The Federal Government is doing all it can 
to restore the former friendly relations between 
Germany and the Arab countries, but a revi- 
sion, still more a withdrawal, of the treaty 
is held to be out of the question. The 
Government is confident that the treaty will 
u C^ihed by an almost unanimous vote of 
the Bundestag as an act of moral and financial 
restitution to the Jews for their sufferings 
and sacrifices under Hitler. Further, the 
Government regards as unwarranted the Arab 
charge that the goods to be delivered to Israel 
will raise her war potential: no strategic 
materials are to be supplied. 

Equally unwarranted, it is held, is the Arab 
complaint that Israel will not be able to con¬ 
sume the goods she receives but will have 
to re-export them. Although the delegates are 
unlikely to secure changes in the treaty, the 
Government will undoubtedly be anxious to 
discuss with them means to increase trade 
between the Federal Republic and the Arab 
countries. 
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SUDANESE LEADER 
IN CAIRO 


BIG WELCOME FOR 
SIR A. RAHMAN 


GEN. NEGUIB’S CALL 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Ocr. 20 

Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi, the 
Sudanese leader, arrived in Cairo this 
morning to a reception fit for a king. A 
red carpet had been laid at the inter- 
national airport and a handsome marquee 
erected, in which he received the greetings 
of a host of Egyptian and Sudanese 
notables, including the Governor of Cairo, 
representing the Prime Minister. General 
Neguib himself called on the Mahdi at 
Loutfalla Palace soon after his arrival. 

The Mahdi was accompanied from 
London by Abdel Rahman A(y Taha, 
Minister of Public Instruction in the 
Sudan, who was a member of the Umma 
delegation which had talks with previous 
Egyptian Governments. On the advice of 
his physician the Mahdi rested to-day, and 
almost his only political activity was to 
issue a friendly statement He was 
pleased to be here, he said. His desire 
to visit Egypt had first been expressed 
some years ago—he was rebuffed by the 
then Prime Minister, Sidky Pasha—and 
he was specially pleased to be able to 
make the visit at a time which permitted 
him to enter into contact with the men 
of the new era in Egypt. He thanked the 
Government and people of Egypt for their 
hospitality and prayed God to cement4he 
bonds of affection in Egypt and the Sucfan. 
AGREEMENT PROSPECTS 

General Neguib also called Ismail el Azhary, 
Mohamed Nour ed Din, and El Dardiri Osman, 
and, it is stated, persuaded them to, make a 
call on the Mahdi, along with other Sudanese 
politicians who stand for union with Egypt. 
One of them said afterwards that the prospects 
had never been better for full agreement among 
all the Sudanese political parties. Ibrahim 
Badry,leader of the Republican Socialist Party, 
which like Lrama stands for independence, 
has just left Cairo for Khartoum. There, it is 
stated, he will discuss with his party Egyptian, 
proposals evolved during the conversations 
which General Neguib has already had with 
him and the Sudanese of other parties. 

Information about the progress of the con¬ 
versations to date is unofficial. Ibrahim Badry 
. is reported to have succeeded in persuading 
General Neguib that the Sudanese would not 
. forgo the pending elections and .consent to 
carry on, pending self-determination, with a 
, coalition Government composed half of Inde¬ 
pendents and half of the supporters of unity. 

, The Egyptian idea of replacing the British 
i Governor-General by an international com- 
I mission—which it is gathered was to have been 
composed exclusively of Egyptians and 
Sudanese—is also said to have gone by the 
« board. Ibrahim Badri pointed out to General 
, Neguib that the disappearance of the British 
' Governor-General would mean the loss of the 
southern Sudan. The people there, he said, 
were hostile to Egypt and distrusted the 
northern Sudanese. 

INTERNATIONAL CONTROL 

It is forecast accordingly that Egypt may 
settle for an international committee to super¬ 
vise the existing authorities in the Sudan, 
provided a date is fixed in the not too distant 
future for the exercise of self-determination 
by the Sudanese. The Governor-General, it 
is added, would be required to refer to this 
j committee questions which under the con- 
■ dominium would have been in the province of 
J the British and Egyptian Governments. 

Prince Farouk’s assertion in bis memoirs 
s that he owes his life to the intervention of the 
i United States Ambassador on July 26 has 
. prompted publication in El Akbar of extracts 
from documents and from General Neguib’s 
diary relating to the abdication. According to 
these, the Council of the High Command's 
t decision to dethrone Farouk was made before 
! the coup d'Etat was staged on July 23. On 
i the night of July 25-26, those officers of the 
5 council who were in Alexandria debated 
, passionately from 9 o’clock to 2 o'clock in the 
f morning whether the King should be imme- 
I diately executed, arrested and put on trial, or 
allowed to go abroad. As the officers in Aiex- 
■. andria were unable to agree, the other members 
i, of the council in Cairo were consulted and a 
f decision reached in the following terms: “ It 
sr would be unjust to execute Farouk without 
! trial. We do not want to preoccupy ourselves 
. with his trial and neglect the aims of our move¬ 
ment. Let us spare Farouk’s life." This 
decision, it is claimed, was reached some hours 
before Farouk appealed to the American 
Ambassador. 

The British Ambassador to-day made repre¬ 
sentations at the Foreign Ministry against the 
detention last week for several hours of the 
British journalist Alan MacGregor, the search 
of his office, and the seizure of his papers. 
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SUDAN QUESTION 
IN CAIRO 


PRO-UNITY PARTIES’ 
PROBLEM 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Oct. 21 

A meeting of the Sudanese pro-unity 
parties which began at lunch-time at the 
Semiramis Hotel to-day continued well 
into the evening. The length of the meet¬ 
ing seems to suggest they are having 
difficulty in adjusting themselves to the 
new atmosphere which surrounds the 
Sudan question in Cairo. There has been 
no official change in Egyptian policy, but 
there have been statements whifch suggest 
a more liberal approach, which so far the 
pro-unity parties have not imitated. Their 
categorical statements made in the Sudan 
have left them an extremely difficult 
problem of adjustment to new develop¬ 
ments. 

General Neguib, the Egyptian Prime 
Minister, is quoted by the newspaper La 
Bourse Egyptienne as saying: “ Our object 
is that the Sudan should be liberated from all 
foreign influence. Whether we unite or 
separate, we shall continue to have the same 
feelings and thoughts.” In his reference to 
the possibility of separation the General's 
statement takes him far from the rigid position 
taken up by former Egyptian Governments, 
who visualized Sudanese independence only as 
part of Egypt's own liberation. The Egyptian 
Government would not want to upset those 
parties in the Sudan which are friendly to it, 
but it would equally dislike any attitude which 
directly obstructed a prospect of a settlement 
if that arose in the present talks. There seems 
little reason to doubt that this explains the 
length of the meeting at the Semiramis Hotel 
to-day. 

90-MINUTE INTERVIEW 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambas¬ 
sador, had a 90-minute interview with General 
Neguib, who is acting Minister of Foreign 
Affairs during the Minister’s absence at the 
United Nations. The meeting was scheduled 
to last for half an hour, and Dr. Griinther 
Pawelke, the newly accredited German Am¬ 
bassador to Egypt, consequently had to delay 
his courtesy visit to the General for an hour. 
Both Sir Ralph Stevenson and General Neguib 
stated that the Sudan was discussed. The 
General afterwards informed the Press that 
the British Ambassador had asked when they 
could discuss the Sudan question, and he had 
replied that he was still having discussions 
with the Sudanese, which would last for about 
another week. It is understood that he and 
Sir Ralph Stevenson will meet again next week. 

At to-day’s meeting other subjects already 
broached by the Ambassador with the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs were raised by 
Sir Ralph Stevenson, among them the question 
of compensation for British losses in the 
disorders of January 26. Sir Abdel Rahman 
el-Mahdi is resting at the Lutfallah Paiace 
to-day, but received representatives of the 
Sudanese independence movement. General 
Neguib discussed the programme of the coming 
meetings between him and the Mahdi with 
Sayed Abdel Rahman Aly Taha to-night and 
is likely to have the first meeting with the 
Mahdi to-morrow. 

The military authorities published an order 
to-day allowing the chief Press censor to 
impose censorship on newspapers which pub¬ 
lished matter harmful to the public interest 
and security, and also to censor telegraph and 
telephone messages. 



Sudan Question In Cairo. 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Wednesday, Oct 22, 1952; pg. 5; Issue 52449. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS85806934 


2 



SUDANESE LEADERS 
IN CAIRO 


PRELIMINARY MEETING 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Oct. 22 

General Neguib, the Prime Minister, is 
meeting representatives of the Sudanese 
Umma Party in Cairo to-night after a 
meeting of the Cabinet, but it is not 
thought that Sir Abdel Rahman el-Mahdi 
will take part in this preliminary con¬ 
versation. Negotiations from the Umma 
side will be conducted mainly by the three 
representatives who had conversations 
with el-Hilaly and Hussein Sirry when 
they were Prime Minister. These are 
Abdullah el-Fadel el-Mahdi, Abdel 
Rahman Aly Taha and Salah el-Shinkaity. 
They will have Mohammed Ahmed 
Magoub as legal adviser. General 
Neguib, Aly Maher, the former Prime 
Minister, and the present deputy Prime 
Minister, Soliman Hafez, are expected to 
negotiate for Egypt. 

There is a general feeling of uneasiness 
among pro-Egyptian unity parties. Cairo 
newspapers to-day represent the delegates as 
saying after their long meeting at the 
oemiraims Hotel that they would not take 
part in elections in the Sudan and would 
boycott the constitution-making process 
1 but the actual statement signed by the 
chief delegates says in general terms that 
evacuation and liberty for Sudanese to choose 
their political status conformed with natural 
rights, with the United Nations Charter, and 
-ru u .Principles of international justice, 
they had agreed to conversations in Cairo 
at the invitation of the Egyptian Government 
ln P r ° er to unify their points of view and to 
seek means of organizing an evacuation and 
giving the Sudanese the occasion to choose 
[ ( re £'y their political future. Their comment 

the last word belongs to the Sudanese 
people ” on this occasion seems directed as 
much at Egypt as at Britain. 

" general amer on trial 

Major-General Hussein Sirry Amer, who is 
charged with desertion, with attempting to 
foment rebellion in the Army, and with traffic 
in arms with Israel during the Palestine war, 
appeared to-day before a military tribunal 
over which General Abdel Hamed Ahmed 
Nehmet, chief of military training, is presiding. 
The hearing was adjourned at the request of 
the defenoe until Sunday. One of the defence 
counsel withdrew from the case because of his 
coueague’s request for an adjournment. 

General Amer is the first of the “ palace 
gT°up in detention to be put on trial, 
lo-day he pleaded Not Guilty to all charges. 
There are 33 prosecution witnesses, and his 
case is likely to be a cause celebre. 
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SUDAN STATUTE 
APPROVED 


STEP TOWARDS SELF 
DETERMINATION 


MR. EDEN S STATEMENT 

WESTMINSTER, Wednesday 
T he Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs announced in the House of 
Commons this evening that her Majesty's 
Government earlier to-day had informed 
the Acting Governor-General that they 
consented to the internal self-government 
statute of the Sudan being brought into 
force. The draft statute was submitted 
to London and to the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment in May, and has been approved in 
the Sudanese Legislative Assembly. Mr. 
Eden said that the statute was a prelude to 
the exercise of self-determination by the 
Sudanese people, and he hoped it would 
be “ a momentous step forward.” 

Those words expressed also the sense of 
the Opposition, for, as Mr. Hf.rbert 
Morrison took occasion to remind the 
House, “ it is the result of a good many 
years of discussion in which both sides at 
some time have been involved.” It was 
a welcome development and he wished the 
new regime in the Sudan success. 

EGYPT INFORMED 

Two questions addressed to Mr. Eden 
touched upon Egypt. From the Opposition 
front bench Mr. McNeil asked whether the 
Sudanese Government would now proceed to 
prepare for elections under the existing Gov¬ 
ernment in K-hartoum, and whether there was 
any change in that situation. Mr. Eden 
replied that the situation was exactly as it 
was before; officially, the condominium policy 
remained. Mr. E. Wakefield (West Derby¬ 
shire, C.) wanted to know the latest date for the 
Egyptian Government. as the other 
member' of the condominium, to express 
approval or disapproval, and Mr. Eden 
said early November, so far as Tecollec- 
1 tion carried him. He added that her Majesty's 
1 Government had informed the Egyptian Gov¬ 
ernment that they were making the statement 
| to-day. He thought that only fair and reason- 
• able, “ because we have never admitted the 
| abrogation of the condominium." 

: Mr. Eden s statement was as follows:— 

| Last May the Governor-General of the 
I Sudan submitted to her Majesty's Government 
|and to the Egyptian Government a draft 
statute designed to bring about internal self- 
government. The statute had been drawn up 
in the light of discussions in the Constitu¬ 
tional Amendment Commission, composed of 
Sudanese with a British chairman, and was 
later discussed and approved in the Sudanese 
Legislative Assembly. Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment have to-day informed the Acting Gover¬ 
nor-General that they give their consent to 
his making the Proclamation necessary to bring 
the self-government statute into force. Her 
Majesty’s Government’s approval is given on 
the understanding that: — 

(i) The provisions of the draft concern only 
the relations between the Governor-General 
and the other organs of government set up 
under the statute—that is to say the Council 
of Ministers and the Parliament. This state 
of affairs will continue until, as a result of 
self-determination or at some earlier date by 
agreement between the two Governments, 
alternative provisions ate made for the exercise 
of these powers; 

(ii) Except in regard to technical and admin¬ 
istrative matters, responsibility for the external 
affairs of the Sudan belongs as before to the 
two Governments. 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

There is an Article in the statute laying 
down that no disability shall be attached to 
Sudanese by reason of sex and that ail persons 
shall enjoy freedom of conscience and the 
right freely to confess their religion. With 
respect to the second of these principles, 
her Majesty's Government have expressed the 
hope that as liberal an interpretation as 
possible may be given to the freedom of all 
persons to profess their religion. The Acting 
Governor-General's attention has also been 
drawn to the views recently expressed to me 
by representatives of. various parties in the 
Sudan on the desirability of increasing 
the number of direct elections to be held 
under the new constitution. 

.The views of the Egyptian Government on 
the draft statute have not yet been received. 
I hope that they may,be in time for considera¬ 
tion by her Majesty's Government and the 
Sudan Government before the statute is 
brought into.effect. 

I should like to take this opportunity to 
express her Majesty’s Government's pleasure 
tn congratulating the people of the Sudan upon 
what we hope will be a momentous step for¬ 
ward in the history of their country. The 
House will, I am sure, want to join me in this. 
The Sudanese are now proceeding to self- 
: government, that is to say, government by an 
all-Sudanese Cabinet, responsible through 
an all-Sudanese Parliament to the Sudanese 
people. This is a prelude and a preparation 
lor the exercise by them of self-determination. 
Her Majesty s Government look forward to 
the Sudanese exercising self-determination at 
arj early date. In my view, however, this is a 
matter for the Sudanese Parliament elected 
under the provisions of this statute to discuss 
and to decide. 

Replying to Mrs. White (East Flint, Lab.) 
Mr Eden said that ihe matter of nonl 
discrimination was for the new Sudan Parlia¬ 
ment to decide. He had looked into direct 
election carefully, and there were many parts 
of the Sudan in which it would be quite un- 
: workable, jn principle, they liked it; in prac¬ 
tice, they had to realize the limitations. 

! Lord Reading, Under-Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, made a similar statement 
■ in the House of Lords. 
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WELCOME MILESTONE 


PREVIOUS ASSURANCES 
RECALLED 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 
Yesterday’s statement will be regarded 
as a welcome milestone on the road to 
Sudanese self-government. 

In approving the proposed constitution, the 
British Government in effect agreed that the 
Sudanese people should henceforth manage 
their own internal affairs. During this stage 
of self-government they will proceed to self- 
determination, by electing a Parliament to 
decide the future status of the country. Mean¬ 
while in the British view the Governor-General 
remains head of the State, resporisibie to the 
British and Egyptian Governments (the co- 
doironO, under the Condominium Agreement 
of 1899, which Egypt has abrogated but which 
Britain maintains is still in force. 

The new constitution was laid before the 
Briiish and Egyptian Governments on May 8. 
Unless both objected to it by November 8, 
the Governor-General was to bring it into 
force, and fix a date for elections. Egypt 
has still to comment upon it, and the pro- 

g osals might yet be amended by agreement 
stween the British and Egyptian Govern¬ 
ments, but in any event it can be presumed 
that a new constitution on much the present 
lines will soon be in force. 

The Egyptian Government may wish to 
curtail the British Governor-General's powers. 
There have been suggestions that an inter¬ 
national commission might supervise the 
government and the conduct of the elections. 
In this the Sudanese representatives are them¬ 
selves divided. The National Struggle Front, 
which favours various forms of association 
with Egypt, threatens to boycott elections so 
long as the British administration remains, 
but its views are likely to be influenced by 
the Egyptian Government’s attitude, when that 
is known. 

The British Government’s intention to 
publish yesterday’s statement was made known 
to the Egyptian Government some two weeks 
ago. 

The British statement is in line with previous 
assurances, in which the Government have ex¬ 
pressed the hope that self-government would 
be achieved this year. In maintaining that the 
■ position of the British and Egyptian Govern¬ 
ments is meanwhile unaltered, it unobtrusively 
I leaves it open to Egypt to assume the powers 
which she had before the Condominium was 
abrogated. 

** A dispatch from our Cairo Corre¬ 
spondent is on page 5. 
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The Sudan’s Step Forward 

The Foreign Secretary told the House 
of Commons yesterday that, after inform¬ 
ing the Egyptian Government of their 
intention, the British Government have 
authorized the acting Governor-General 
of the Sudan to bring into force by pro¬ 
clamation the draft statute of self-govern¬ 
ment which had been submitted to Britain 
and Egypt last May. This statute provides 
for an all-Sudanese Cabinet, responsible 
through an all-Sudanese Parliament to the 
Sudanese people. Mr. Eden was careful 
to explain that the Government’s 
approval of “ this momentous step 
forward ” has been given on two 
understandings. The first is that the pro¬ 
visions of the draft concern solely the rela¬ 
tions between the Governor-General, 
the Cabinet and the Parliament, and will 
continue only until, as a result either of 
Sudanese self-determination or of some 
agreement between Britain and Egypt at an 
earlier date, alternative arrangements are 
made for the exercise of the Governor- 
General’s powers. The second is that 
responsibility for the external affairs of 
the Sudan, except in purely technical or 
administrative matters, belongs to Britain 
and Egypt. The purpose of these condi¬ 
tions is to enable the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment, if it so decides, to associate itself 
with the Government of this country in 
helping the Sudanese people forward. „ 

The question that many persons, both 
here and in Egypt, will ask themselves is 
whether Mr. Eden’s announcement is 
likely to prejudice the progress of the dis¬ 
cussions about the Sudan which have for 
some time been going on in Cairo be¬ 
tween General Neguib and the British 
Ambassador on the one hand, and 
General Neguib and the representa¬ 
tives of the various political parties and 
interests in the Sudan on the other. 
Important as it is to assure Sudanese 
nationalists that Britain is anxious to 
bring the new self-governing constitution 
into effect as soon as possible, it is almost 
equally important to give Egypt every 
reasonable opportunity of becoming an 
active partner in the process. The British 
Government have made some suggestions 
about the details of the constit ution. They 
have also drawn the Governor- 
General's attention to the views, shared 
by many of the Sudanese delegations 
which have recently visited London, on 
the desirability of increasing the number 
of seats to be filled by direct, as opposed 
to indirect, election in the new Sudanese 
Parliament. General Neguib will hardly 
be ready to put forward his own sugges¬ 
tions for improving the draft constitution 
until he has finished his conferences in' 
Cairo. There is, therefore, a case for some! 
reasonable extension of the time during 
which Egyptian suggestions can be 1 
formulated. 
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ARMY’S AIMS FOR 
EGYPT 


SEEKING SUDANESE 
SETTLEMENT 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Oct. 23 

The people of Cairo were given a holi¬ 
day to-day to watch a great parade of 
Egypt’s armed forces in celebration of 
the coup d'Etat carried through exactly 
three months ago. General Neguib, the 
Prime Minister, took the salute in the 
Midan Khedive Ismail, now renamed 
Midan of Liberation, and made a speech 
on the aims and achievements of the new 
regime. 

The General saluted the large crowd as a 
“ free citizen to free citizens ” whom the army 
had rescued from the evils of the regime 
headed by the former King. The army, as 
the servant of the people, stood for social 
justice, he said. It wanted to raise the 
standard of living; it had declared war on 
the high cost of living; it wanted every man 
to have a place in the sun. Law and order 
must be insisted upon, for they were the first 
condition for realization of the army’s aims. 
Without order it would not be possible to 
increase production and the national wealth. 
To exploit her resources, Egypt needed capital. 
Foreign investment should be encouraged. To 
that end, the army was trying to ensure stable 
politics. But, said the General, the people 
must give the army time. Was it not said 
in the Koran, the half of faith is patience ? 

THE NILE VALLEY 

His predecessors, General Neguib con¬ 
tinued, would have defined their aim in 
relation to the Sudan as unity of the Nile 
Valley. He preferred' to speak of ‘‘inde¬ 
pendence and freedom ” for the Nile Valley. 
The army, he said, was seeking a solution 
which would realize the aspirations of “ our 
Sudanese brethren ” and satisfy the common 
interests of the northern and southern parts 
of the valley. They were not partisans of 
imperialism but of freedom for all peoples. 

Egypt, the General went on, must become t 
great nation. That was no idle dream. She 
had all that was needed to realize that 
ambition—the strategic position at the 
junction of east and west, which could give 
her a preponderant voice in international 
p&litics; a history that justified the highest 
aspirations; and a strong, patient, and efficient 
soldiery 

Members of the diplomatic corps and 
Sudanese leaders, including Sir Abdel Rahman 
el-Mahdi, watched the march-past, which 
lasted three hours, from temporary pavilions n 
the square. 

General Neguib was enthusiastically ac¬ 
claimed when he drove through the streets 
in an open car at the head of units of all 
arms, including camel corps, tanks, and 
armoured cars. Some shouts of “ Neguib, 
President of the Republic ” were heard. 
Military aircraft, including jets, flew over the 
square, and helicopters dropped leaflets bear¬ 
ing photographs of the General and the text 
of the ultimatum delivered to King Farouk by 
the army on July 26. 

The Regent, Prince Abdel Moneim, was 
represented at the parade by the Prime 
Minister. 

.Mr. Eden’s statement on the Sudan con¬ 
stitution is published by the newspapers with¬ 
out comment. General Neguib is quoted as 
saying that his Government would not be able 
to give its views on the constitution until the 
present conversations with Sudanese leaders 
had been concluded. 
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SUDAN RESPONSE TO 
NEW STATUTE 

- THANKS SENT TO 
MR. EDEN 

wow our correspondent 

KHARTOUM, Oct. 24 
Abdulla Bey Khalil, leader of the Sudan 
Legislative Assembly and secretary- 
general of the Ummq. Party, has cabled 
the Assembly’s thanks to Mr. Eden for 
the approval by the British Government 
of the Sudan constitution, saying he hoped 
that the Sudanese would prove worthy of 
the confidence placed in mem, and would 
take the opportunity offered. 

There is little other comment, as most of 
the Sudanese leaders are still in Cairo. Ibrahim 
Bedn, secretary-general of the Socialist Repub¬ 
licans, who. is just back from Cairo, said 
that Egypt had until' November 8 to make 
suggested amendments to the constitution, and 
if Britain and Egypt agreed on any step fikely 
to benefit the Sudanese, his party would not 
object. 

The. Ashigga newspaper, organ of the 
Azhan faction of the party, blamed Britain 
for not delaying the announcement until the 
h' airo r . talks were over. Tfie newspaper said 
that Britain had been trying to force Egypt; 
todeclare her views on the Sudan, and,. When 
this failed, made the announcement “ before' 
the patriotism of the Sudanese shatters it.” 

Khartoum, . Oct. ■ 24. —The Governor- 
General, Sir Robert Howe, is now legally 
empowered to promulgate the statute ofthe 
new self-government constitution of the Sudan 
any time after.November 8. j 

In a statement to-day the Sudan Govern¬ 
ment says: “ It will be noticed, that his Excel J 
iency. the Governor-General remains, until] 
self-determination, responsible to the Co- 
donum as at present, but that his Excellency,! 
by the statute, has transferred to the Sudanese 
people the exercise of a great _part of his 
powers, m full, confidence that their exercise 
of these powers will demonstrate their full 
capacity for self-determination.”— Reuter. ■ 
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SG IDRIS INVITED TO 


VISIT EGYPT 


MISSION IN BENGHAZI 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT- 

TRIPOLI, Ocr. 24 

An Egyptian military mission of three 
officers, accompanied by the Egyptian 
Minister to Libya, arrived in Benghazi by air 
to-day. .They were inet at'the airport by a 
representative of. King Idris and by senior 
officials. The mission brings a message from 

the Egyptian Government inviting King Idris 
to visit Egypt.. Mahmoud el Muntasir, the 
Libyan Prime Minister, arrived in Benghazi 
to-day from Tripoli to meet the mission. -. 

It is announced in Tripoli that Oraran el 
Gathra, a Libyan lieutenant-colonel in the 
Turkish Army, will be commander-in-chief of 
the newly , formed Libyan Army. He has left 
Turkey for Tripoli, where he will meet the 
Libyan Defence Minister, Ali el Gerbi, and 
the British military mission which; as the 
Libyan Cabinet recently decided, is to train 
the Libyan Army in the camp at Apollonia 
(Cyrenaica) now shared by a British Army 
unit. _ The camp will • be handed over soon to 
the Libyan Army. 
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CAIRO TALKS 
ON SUDAN 

CONCESSIONS BY 
GEN. NEGUIB 


AGREEMENT 

REPORTED 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, Ocr. 26 i 

General Neguib, the Egyptian Prime 
Minister, is reported to-night to have 
reached virtual agreement with Sir Abdul 
Rahman el Mahdi and the delegates of 
the Sudanese independence parties here on 
a policy for the Sudan which is acceptable' 
also to the representatives of the Sudan 
Unionist parties. 

Having regard to their experience with 
previous Egyptian Governments, the 
Umma Party delegates are surprised and 
pleased at the results to date of their talks 
with the new regime in Egypt. General 
Neguib accepted right away that the 
Sudanese should have self-government 
and that elections should take place with¬ 
out delay. He accepted also that the 
Sudanese had the right to determine their 
own future and assumed that when they 
did so they would elect for the status of 
independence. 

The only reservation made by General 
Neguib, it is stated, was that the Sudanese 
should exercise self-determination under con¬ 
ditions free from foreign influence. In prac¬ 
tice that apparently meant the prior exclusion 
of the British from the judiciary, from the 
army, and from the administration. 

JUDGES’ IMPARTIALITY 

When the Sudanese urged that they could 
not immediately replace British judges in the 
High Court General Neguib, it is understood, 
refrained from pressing that particular point. 
The Sudanese assured him that the political 
impartiality of British judges could be relied 
upon. In the event of the Sudanese Govern¬ 
ment dispensing with British officers in its 

defence forces, General Neguib is understood 
to have assured the delegates that there would 
be no objections on Egypt’s part to a British 
military mission. The principle of the 
Sudanization of the administration need not. 
General Neguib is said to have agreed, mean 
the exclusion of British technicians, and the 
Sudanese delegates explained to General 
Neguib that the development of local govern¬ 
ment was gradually solving the question of 
British district commissioners. 

Umma Party delegates are understood to 
have told General Neguib they would accept 
any changes in the constitution that would 
please the delegates of the Sudan Unionist 
parties, without affecting the stability of the 
administration of the Sudan. It is not clear 
at the moment what changes have been agreed 
or how they would affect the position of the 
Governor-General. 

. It may be assumed that General Neguib 
and at least some independence delegates 
found themselves agreed on the need for 
| changes to curb the influence of tribal chiefs 
• m the elections. In the interest of the Unionist 
parties General Neguib proposed the setting up 
of an Egyptian-Sudanese commission to be 
associated with the Governor-General. Umma 
delegates desired that the commission should 
include a British representative also, and 
stipulated that the commission should not be 
in a position to veto any measure for the 
constitutional progress of the Sudan. How 
: that argument turned out is also not clear at 
| the moment. 

I REPLY TO BRITAIN 

I What seems to have happened is that Egypt 
I has offered the Sudan all that the British 
1 offered and more. It is expected that General 
Neguib will be able within the next day or 
two to announce on the basis of the agreement 
reached with the Sudanese Egypt’s views on the 
new constitution and to reply to the British 
Government's proposals for Egypt’s coopera¬ 
tion in the further political advancement of 
the Sudan. After to-day’s meeting of the joint 
sub-committee of the Egyptian Government 
and the independence movement delegates, 
i Sayed Saleh el Shonkaiti, the Speaker of the 
Sudan Legislative Assembly, said the talks had 
gone a long way towards a successful con¬ 
clusion. The sub-committee would meet 
again to-morrow and there was reason to hope 
that meeting would be the last. 

To-night General Neguib gave a dinner to 
all the Sudanese delegates in Cairo. 

The Regent, Prince Abdul Moneim, to-da> 
received Sir Abdul Rahman el Mahdi. Repre¬ 
sentatives of the Sudan Unionist parties met 
the Prime Minister. One of them said after¬ 
wards that they had asked for clarification ol 
certain points in the talks between the 
Egyptian Government and the independence 
delegates. _ 
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BASIS FOR SUDAN 
AGREEMENT 


GEN. NEGUIB’S TALKS 


REPLY TO BRITAIN 
EXPECTED SOON 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Oct. 27 

General Neguib, the Prime Minister, 
expects to finish his conversations with the 
Sudanese political delegations here on 
Thursday, and to reply on Saturday, 
through the British Ambassador, to the 
proposals made from London on Egypt’s 
cooperation in the task of bringing the 
Sudan to self-government. 

The Egyptian Government, it is re¬ 
ported, will subsequently issue a statement 
—analogous to that made by Mr. Eden 
last week on behalf of the British Govern¬ 
ment—defining Egypt’s attitude towards 
the constitution of the Sudan, the pending 
elections there, and the further stages of 
the country’s political evolution. This 
will be based on the agreement which, it is 
confidently claimed, has been reached be¬ 
tween General Neguib and his colleagues 
on the one side, and the delegation of Sir 
Abdel Rahman el Mahdi and the Su dan 
independence movement on the other, 
and which will be endorsed—though per- 
[ haps with muted enthusiasm—by the dele- 
j gates of the Sudanese pro-union parties. 

The Prime Minister took part to-day in 
the last meeting of the Egyptian-Mahdiist 
sub-committee. Its conclusions will be 
! presented to a joint meeting of the full 
| delegations to-morrow. The pro-uni op 
delegates will hold their last meeting to¬ 
morrow, and issue a statement later. 

MINISTER’S PRAISE 

A dinner given by General Neguib to all 
the Sudanese delegates at the Officers’ Club 
last night was a very friendly occasion. Abdul 
Rahman Aly Taha, Minister of Education in 
the Sudan, said that the General, by liberating 
Egypt from its old regime, had destroyed the 
barrier between Egyptians and Sudanese. 

General Neguib, after mentioning that the 
Egyptian Army’s liberation movement began in 
the Officers’ Club, said he hoped the present 
gathering in the club would inaugurate a new 
era of sympathy and understanding between 
Egypt and the Sudan. At the end of the 
General’s speech, the Mahdi is reported to 
have said “ Bravo.” 

Dardiri Mohamed Osman, a prominent 
pro-union politician in the Sudan, will, it is 
reported, be appointed on Saturday as Under¬ 
secretary for Sudan Affairs at the presidency 
of the Council of Ministers here. 

SIGNATURE TO-DAY 

Cairo, Oct. 27.—The Sudanese independ¬ 
ence delegation, led by Sir Abdel Rahman el 
Mahdi, will sign an agreement on the future 
status of the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan with the 
Egyptian Government to-morrow evening, it 
was officially announced here to-night.— 
Reuter. 


FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, Oct. 27 
An official statement says that the Sudan 
Legislative Assembly now ceases to exist, but 
Ministers, under-secretaries, and the Executive 
Council, as a whole will cany on until they 
hand over to their successors. The Governor- 
General, Sir Robert Howe, and the Civil Secre¬ 
tary, Sir James Robertson, arrived in 
Khartoum yesterday after being on leave. 

* The statute for internal self-government 
Prides that the Sudan shall have a Council 
of Ministers and a Parliament. 
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KING OF LIBYA TO VISIT 

EGYPT 


---- 

GOVERNMENT’S INVITATION 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

TRIPOLI, Oct. 27 

The King of Libya has accepted an invita¬ 
tion from the Egyptian Government to pay 
an official visit to Egypt. The date of the visit 
has not yet been fixed. The invitation was 
conveyed in a message delivered by the 
Egyptian military mission which arrived at 
Benghazi last Friday. 

King Idris is expected to leave Benghazi by 
road for Tripoli, the western capital of the 
Federal Kingdom of Libya, within the next 
few days. It will be his first visit to Tripoii- 
tania province since the proclamation of 
Libyan independence on December 24 last 
year. In Tripoli the King will open the second 
session of the Libyan Parliament, probably on 
November 10. 


FOURTH LEADERS FROM 
“THE TIMES” 

A selection of 84 light leading articles which 

have appeared in The Times during the past 
12 months is published to-day under the title 
Fourth Leaders from The Times , 1952. The 
volume is obtainable from all booksellers and 
bookstalls at the published price of 9s.; or 
for 9s. 6d., including postage to any address 
in the world, from The Times Special Publica¬ 
tions Department, Printing House Square, 
London, E.C.4. 
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AGREEMENT ON 
THE SUDAN 


FINAL MEETING IN 
CAIRO TO-DAY 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, Oct, 28 

The negotiations between General 
Neguib, the Prime Minister, and the 
delegates of the Sudan independence 
movement are understood to have been 
brought to a successful conclusion to¬ 
night. The delegates are now reporting 
to Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi, and there 
will be a further meeting to-morrow, when 
the representatives will initial the agree¬ 
ment that has been reached. 

The agreement covers the next stages in the 
evolution of the Sudan towards self-govern¬ 
ment and self-determination. Leaders of the 
many unionist parties with whom the 
Egyptian Government has been holding 
separate conversations are understood to have 
accepted it. Ibrahim Badri, leader of the 
Socialist Republican Party, who, with two 
colleagues, visited Cairo earlier, and who is 
now back in Khartoum, is said to be in general 
accord. Should the terms of the agreement 
be put into effect by the Sudan Government, 
all Sudanese political parties, including those 
which take their lead from Egypt, will take 
part in the pending elections and in putting 
into effect self-government under the new 
constitution. 

SEEKING SAFEGUARDS 

General Neguib said to-night that 
to-morrow’s meeting would, God willing, be 
the last, and he would afterwards issue a state¬ 
ment. This, it is presumed, will indicate the 
changes which Egypt, with the approval of 
Sudanese politicians, wishes to be made in the 
draft constitution, and other safeguards for 
the eventual exercise by the Sudanese of the 
right of self-determination “ free from foreign 
influence.” 

One of the agreed proposals, according to 
unofficial reports, is that a commission com¬ 
posed of British, Egyptian, Sudanese, and one 
or more neutral members should be associated 
with the British Governor-General in the exer¬ 
cise of his reserve powers regarding external 
affairs. Another-international commission, of 
a more temporary character, may be proposed 
for the specific purpose of supervising elec¬ 
tions to the new Parliament. 

The amendments which it is desired to make 
m the draft constitution are not regarded as 
important by Sudanese delegates here. It is 
not certain what they are, but the points 
known to have been discussed include appli¬ 
cation of the system of direct election to a 
larger number of constituencies, including all 
those in the northern Sudan. That is perhaps 
feasible, but it would involve some delay in 
holding elections. 

RIGHTS OF THE SOUTH 

There has been some question of doing away 
with the special responsibility of the Governor- 
General for the southern Sudan. It has been 
argued that, with 29 members in the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly and a statutory right to two 
Ministers in the Cabinet, the interests of 
the south are sufficiently protected. There 
may also be some understanding that the 
exercise of self-determination should be 
delayed for three to five years, to give time 
for the Sudanese to acquire experience in self- 
government, and to carry through,the measures 
of 44 Sudanization ” by which Egypt lays store. 

The next stage is to obtain the British 
Government’s acceptance of the proposals, 
which, it is claimed, have the endorsement 
of all Sudanese political parties as well as 
Egypt. Most observers suppose that this will 
not be difficult, in view of the expressed desire 
of the British Government to see self-govern¬ 
ment in the Sudan get off to a good start and 
to remove a cause of dispute with Egypt. But 
some Egyptian and Sudanese delegates are, 
for one reason or another, less sanguine. 
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EGYPTIAN COTTON 
PRICES FALLING 


BRITISH BUYERS’ ABSENCE 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Oct. 29* 

Ministers and the Inner Council at 
| Egyptian General Headquarters are 
| understood to be annoyed at the con¬ 
tinuing absence of. British buyers from 
the cotton market. Prices are still falling 
—long staple is at less than half of those 
ruling last year—and this tendency has a 
depressing effect on the • Egyptian 
economy in general. 

It will be difficult to persuade anyone here 
that an official organization like the British 
Raw Cotton Commission is out of the 
Egyptian market for purely commercial 
reasons. Newspaper commentators are lash -1 
ing themselves into a rage at this alleged I 
manifestation of the “ intransigent imperialism' 
' of the British,” but they do not try to square I 
i that view of things with the proffered advance 
of £5m. by Britain to relieve Egypt’s imme- 
! diate sterling difficulties. 

The Government is considering various 
expedients to boost the sale of cotton abroad. 

1 According to what seem to be official reports, 
it is intended to permit importers in non-dollar 
| countries with which Egypt has no payments 
agreements to pay for cotton half 'in sterling 
i and half by the payment of other currencies 
| into a bilateral clearing account. 

This, the newspapers explain, means that 
Holland, if short of sterling, could buy Egyp¬ 
tian cotton by paying half of the price in 
sterling, and the other half to France in a 
currency agreed by both countries, France 
I crediting the equivalent sum to Egypt. The 
effect would be to facilitate the purchase of 
cotton by Holland, at the same time reducing 
| Egypt’s commercial debt of £E8m. to France. 
It is also proposed to permit the export of 
cotton to any country with which Egypt has a 
payments agreement, against payment through 
the medium of any third country with which 
Egypt also has a payments agreement. 
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Letters to the Editor 


THE PALESTINE 
PROBLEM 


ARAB ATTITUDE TO 
SETTLEMENT 

Sir,-—As one of the delegates to the 
United Nations Conciliation Commission 
for Palestine, meeting in Paris last year, 
1 would like, in the interests of public 
enlightenment and of justice, to refer to 
the letter by Mr. Michael Arnon, pub¬ 
lished in your issue of October 25, in 
which he gives his version of the back¬ 
ground to the release of I£lm. of blocked 
Arab accounts in Israel banks. He states 
that the Arab representatives at that meet¬ 
ing refused to consider the Israel proposal 
for a non-aggression pact as a preliminary 
to discussions for finding some common 
ground for agreement. 

The Arab reply read as follows:—“ The 
delegations of Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, and 
Syria declare that their respective Govern¬ 
ments, as signatories to the armistice agreement 
with the Government of Israel, desirous of 
promoting the establishment of the atmosphere 
necessary for the continuance of the work of 
the United Nations Conciliation Commission 
for Palestine, and with a view to facilitating the 
pacific settlement of the Palestine problem in 
accordance with the United Nations resolu¬ 
tions, reaffirm their intention to respect their 
undertakings in the said agreements, not to 
resort to military force in the settlement of 
the Palestine question, and to respect the right 
of each party to its security and freedom from 
fear of attack by the armed forces of the 
other. This statement was considered 
adequate by the Conciliation Commission, as 
stated in their letter dated October 6, 1951, 
sent by the chief of the commission to each 
Arab delegate. The Arab delegates showed 
great anxiety in that meeting to see an early 
settlement of the Palestine question, a settle¬ 
ment that would alleviate the distressed condi¬ 
tion of the hundreds of thousands of refugees, 
whose state is becoming worse every day. 

How can the Arabs therefore be accused 
ot being unwilling to arrive at a just and 
peaceful settlement ? The failure of the 
commission was due to the fact that the 
Israel delegation ignored the resolution 
adopted by the United Nations, as referred 
to by the Conciliation Commission’s Annual 
Report, paragraph 84: 44 In particular, the 
Government of Israel is not prepared to 
Tbipleraent the part of paragraph 2 of the 
Graeral Assembhr resolution of December 11, 
1948, which resolves that the refugees wishing 
to return to their homes and live at peace 
with their neighbours should be permitted to 
do so at the earliest practicable date, and that 
compensation should be paid for the property 
of those choosing not to return and for loss 
of or damage to the property which, under 
Principles of international law or in equity, 
should be made good by the Governments or 
authorities responsible.'* This resolution was 
confirmed by subsequent resolutions of 
December, 1949, and December, 1950. 

The Israel delegation is responsible for the 1 
failure of every meeting or conference held 
for the, purpose of finding a solution to the 
Palestine problem. Each meeting or confer-1 
ence has ended in United Nations resolutions 
being ignored or by-passed by Israel delega¬ 
tions, who rely on a policy of fait accompli. 
It is this which prevents the equitable solu-i 
tion so earnestly desired by all. The Arab; 
delegations have shown in their discussions 1 
only their desire for the fulfilment of the 
United Nations resolutions. 

Yours faithfully, 

F. MULKI, Jordan Minister in London. 

Legation of the Hashemite Kingdom of the 

Jordan, 6, Upper Phillimore Gardens, 

Kensington, W.8. 
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CAIRO AGREEMENT ON SUDAN 


HOME RULE PROPOSED BY END OF 
THIS YEAR 

An agreement was signed last night in Cairo by General Neguib 
and delegates of the Sudanese independence movement, under which 
Egypt ^cognizes the right of the Sudanese to sovereignty over their 
country until such time as self-determination is exercised. 

It was agreed that elections should be held on a date that would 
permit the establishment of home rule by the end of this year, 
and that self-determination should be exercised not later than 
December 31, 1955. 

The agreement lays down that during the period of self- 
government the Governor-General of the Sudan will exercise his 
powers through a committee on which will be represented Britain, 
Egypt, Sudan, and either India or Pakistan. 


BRITISH SHARE 
IN PLAN 


GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S 

POWERS 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Oct. 29 

General Neguib and the delegates of 
the Sudan independence movement met 
to-night to sign a Note setting out the 
results of the conversations which have 
taken place between the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment and Sudanese politicians of all 
parties in Cairo, and which it is hoped will 
make it possible for the Governor-General 
of the Sudan to proclaim the self-govern¬ 
ing statute with the approval of Egypt as 
well as Britain. 

The following is a translation from the 
Arabic of the text of the agreement issued 
late to-night: — 

Talks which took place between the 
Egyptian authorities and Umma Party 
and other pro-independence bodies have 
resulted in recognition by Egypt of the 
right of the Sudanese to sovereignty over 
their country until such time as self- 
determination is exercised. 

free choice 

The Sudanese will have the right freely 
to proclaim the Sudan, within the 
boundaries specified by the agreements of 
1899, as an independent country Without 
any connexion with either Britain or 
Egypt, or in unity with Egypt. Such a 
decision shall be preceded by immediate 
home rule for the Sudan. 

As a preliminary to the exercise of self- 
determination there shall be a transitional 
penod to be called a home rule period, the 
object or which shall be to enable the Sudanese 
to practise self-government and to pave the 
way to free and untrammelled setf-determina- 
tion. In order to realize these two objects the 
Sudan draft constitution shall be amended as 
follows: Higher constitutional authority shall 
be vested during the transitional period in the 
present Governor-General and, should his 
position become vacant during this period for 
any reason, his successor shall be nominated 
by Britain an.d confirmed by Egypt. 

A committee consisting of one Egyptian and 
ottc British member appointed by their respec¬ 
tive Governments and two Sudanese appointed 
b y the elected Sudanese Parliament, and 
a ntth member, either Indian or Pakistani, 
appointed by his Government, shall be set up 
to advise the Governor-General in the exercise 
of his functions. As the transition period is 
for the liquidation of the condominium, the 
Governor-General shall refer to Egypt and 
Britain questions of external affairs and any 
amendments which the Sudanese Parliament 
may desire to make in the constitution. 

Any decision by the above committee which 
the Governor-General regards as conflicting 
with his responsibilities shall be referred to the 
British and Egyptian Governments, which shall 
reply within one month. The Governor- 
General's decision shall be carried out pro¬ 
vided that both Governments agree thereto. 
Otherwise the decision of the committee shall 
prevail. 

The electoral law shall be amended in such 
a way as to provide for direct election through¬ 
out the Sudanese territories with the excep- 
tion of the provinces of Bahr el Oazal, the 


equatorial province, and the Upper Nile pro¬ 
vince. Within these three regions, however, 
direct election shall be applied in three con¬ 
stituencies, Wau, Juba, and Malakal 

Elections to the Senate shall also be by 
direct poll except in the three above regions, 
while the Governor-General shall have the 
* , to a PP? inc one-fifth of the members of: 
the Upper House. Any candidate who holds 
judicial or executive authority shall resign 
before his nomination papers are approved.l 

u 1 f°[ nm * ss > 0 n to supervise the elections 
snail be set up composed of one member 
nominated by each of the Egyptian, British, 
American, and Indian or Pakistan Govern¬ 
ments, and three Sudanese nominated by the 
Governor-General. The commission shall i 
have full control of the elections and of the 
appointment of sub-committees in all con¬ 
stituencies. In view of the fact th^t public! 
I wildest demands a speedy achievement of 
home rule, elections shall be held by such a 
date as shall permit the establishment of home 
I rule by December 31, 1952. 

SUDANIZATION 

As the final aim is that the Sudanese should J 
decide upon their own future in perfect free¬ 
dom, it will be necessary to establish a special' 
Sudanization committee, to be formed as 
follows: (/) a member appointed by the 
Egyptian Government; (//) a member 

appointed by the British Government; (m) 
three Sudanese members appointed by the. 
Governor-General of the Sudan on the advice' 
0 Sudanese Premier, who should submit j 

a J lS L of . e numbers, of which the Governor 
wtiuld select three; (iv) one or more members; 
or the Civil Service commission who will not 
have the right to vote. 

Jurisdiction of the above committee will be: 
(a) to expedite the Sudanization of the 
administration, the police, and any other 
public appointments which will enable the 
Sudanese to execute self-determination in 
perfect freedom; (b) the committee will have 
the right to invite one or more members 
representing any Ministry or department for 
advice provided such officials will not have 
the nght to vote; (c) the above committee will 
terminate its mission within a period of a 
maximum of three years. Decisions of the 
committee shall be by majority vote and shall 
be subjected to „ the Governor-General for 
approval. 

As the Civil Service should be insured 
against political influences, it has been decided 
to form a Civil Service committee to which 
should be accorded powers as provided for in 
the draft of the Sudan constitution. Such a 
committee should be maintained after can¬ 
celling Article 88C, which should be replaced 
by Article 100, which should not contain the 
extraordinary powers vested in the Governor- 
General in regard to the south Sudan. 

SUGGESTED TIME LIMITS 

The two parties hope the above questions 
will be submitted by the Egyptian Government 
as proposed amendments to the draft consti¬ 
tution not later than November 8,1952, so that 
home rule may be established by December 31, 
1952, and self-determination may take place 
at any time fixed by the Sudanese Parliament 
not later than December 31, 1955. 

On the basis of these proposals there is 
clearly scope for an agreement between Britain 
and Egypt for cooperation in assisting the 
Sudan to self-government and self-determina¬ 
tion. The agreement implies, of course, that 
Egypt will encourage all the Sudanese parties 
to participate in the elections. 

Some of the unionist leaders are known to 
have been reluctant to accept the agreement, 
but were persuaded by General Neguib that it 
was necessary in the long-term interests of the 
two countries and that it was only by the 
achievement of independence that the evacua¬ 
tion of the British from the Sudan could be 
achieved. 

Many of the Mahdi's followers who came 
fo Cairo for the conversations have left for 
Khartoum. The Mahdi intends leaving by 
special aircraft on Friday. He has arranged 
to call on the British Ambassador to-morrow. 
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EGYPTIAN STERLING 
DIFFICULTIES 


t 



IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF £5m. 

Cairo, Oct. 30.—The British Government 
have authorized the immediate release to 
Egypt of £5m., which under the 1951 Anglo* 
Egyptian sterling agreement would fall due 
for release in 1953. 

A joint statement from the Egyptian 

Finance Ministry and the British Embassy 
said the British Government had released the 
money to “ assist the Egyptian Government 
in their present sterling difficulties,” It added: 
‘‘The Egyptian Government have for their 
part stated that the release would enable them 
to carry out their policy of extraditing sterling 
remittance in respect of dividends and profits 
and of reviewing sympathetically cases of hard¬ 
ship resulting from Egypt’s import restrictions. 
They have also stated as their intention, within 
the limits of Egypt’s sterling resources, to 
maintain Egypt’s imports for sterling.”— 
Reuter . 
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AGREEMENT ON 
SUDAN 


SELF-GOVERNMENT 

APPROVED 


EGYPT’S CONCESSIONS 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO. Oct. 30 

Sir Abdel Rahman el-Mahdi called on 
General Neguib at the Presidency to-day, 
to take leave before departing for Khar¬ 
toum after the successful conversations 
which the delegates of the Sudan indepen¬ 
dence movement have had with the 
Egyptian Government According to 
present arrangements, the Mahdi will 
travel to Khartoum by air to-morrow. 

The substance of the agreement is that 
Egypt approves immediate self-govern¬ 
ment for the Sudan, on the basis of the 
draft constitution which is due to be 
promulgated by the Governor-General 
any time after November 8. Amendments 
are proposed with the object of ensuring 
that before the end of three years the 
Sudanese would be able to choose their 
future status—which may be eithet inde¬ 
pendence or union with Egypt—free from 
any external influence. General Neguib 
is expected to bring these proposed amend¬ 
ments to the notice of the British Ambas¬ 
sador on Saturday. 

The text of the agreement has still not been 
published here, but a salient feature is that an 
international commission, on which Egypt, 
Britain, and the Sudan would be associated 
with a neutral member, should be set up to 
advise the Governor-General, not apparently 
tn all his functions but in the exercise of his 

E al responsibilities. The commission’s 
ions would evidently be mandatory on 
the Governor-General unless both the British 
and Egyptian Governments supported him. 
SOUTHERN PROVINCES 

The Sudanese experts here expect that the 
proposal to remove the Governor-General's 
. special responsibility for the southern pro- 
; vinces might cause controversy with the 
southern tribal chiefs, but the leader of the 
; Socialist Republican Party, which expects to 
, draw a good deal of support from the south in 
I the elections, is understood to have given 
, general accord to the agreement. 

, The joint proposals would take the conduct 
of the elections out of the bands of the Sudan 
i Administration altogether. The-idea that the 
[ elections should be supervised by an inter- 
‘ national commission with neutral members is, 

! however, akin to one reported to have been 
; suggested by the British Ambassador to 
General. Neguib some weeks ago. 
j Thirty-five more constituencies will have the 
, system of direct election if the Egyptian- 
Sudanese amendments are accepted. It is 
foreseen that this would make it difficult to 
complete the elections and have self-govern¬ 
ment in operation by the end of this year. The 
Sudanese delegates here talk of beginning the 
: elections about the middle of December in 
those constituencies where the organizations 
are ready, and of spreading them over about 
one month. 

The duties assigned to the supervisory com¬ 
mission have to be read against the understand¬ 
ing that the Sudan cannot dispense with British 
technicians. The Sudanese delegates do not 
foresee losing either the British Governor- 
General or the Chief Secretary during the 
transition period of home rule. It i$ noted 
- that there is no reference to evacuation of 
i military forces, either British or Egyptian, 
, at least in the text available to your 
Correspondent. 

1 According to Sudanese spokesmen here, the 
• joint proposals are not to be regarded as 
t conditions on which either of the parties to 
» the agreement will give their support, to the 
, constitution and the eieeiions. They are to 
r be regarded rather as suggestions which 
approve arrangements for self-government 
and self-determination in the Sudan, paving 
. the way for the development of friendly reia- 
: dons between Egypt and the Sudan and for 
: the burial of a cause of acute dispute between 
Britain and Egypt. 

1 DEFENCE QUESTION 

; Observers here hope that, should the agree- 
J ment reached between Egypt and ihe 
I Sudanese political parties provide a basis for 
i cooperation between Britain and Egypt in the 
i Sudan, settlement of the defence question— 
5 which General Neguib intends to take up with 
the British Government in a few weeks— will 
be made much less difficult. 

The key to the agreement between Egypt 
and the Sudan independence parties was 
General Neguib’s acceptance of the principle 
that sovereignty over the Sudan rests with the 
Sudanese pending self-determination. In 
doing so, the General courageously reversed 
the policy of previous Governments which had 
asserted Egyptian sovereignty, though conced¬ 
ing to the Sudanese the right to secede. 

By recognizing the Sudan's right io inde¬ 
pendence, General Neguib advances Egypt's 
i aim of securing evacuation of the British from 
the Nile Valley, and has established relations 
with the Sudanese which should be a valuable 
- insurance policy for Egypt’s vital imeresis in 
- the Nile waters. Spokesmen of the Sudanese 
y unionist parties have indicated their support 
for the agreement, but there is no news yet 
l that their leaders have signed. 
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REACTION IN LONDON 


CONSTRUCTIVE EFFORT AT 
COMPROMISE 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

In default of a final text of the agree¬ 
ment reached in Cairo, official comment 
in London has naturally been restrained. 
It seems, however, to be generally thought 
by those who have greatest experience of 
the Sudan, problem that the agreement 
does represent a considerable and hopeful 
advance. 

Evidently General Neguib’s Government, 
in agreeing that the Sudanese should have a 
full and free right to decide their own future, 
has gone far beyond the position of previous 
Egyptian Governments, which demanded 
union with Egypt. 

The agreement apparently speaks of a choice 
between independence and union with Egypt, 
without mentioning the possibility that the 
Sudanese might wish to join the Common- 
wealth (as the Sudan Party proposes). On 
this it seems to be felt in London that the 
choice oi the Sudanese should be left entirely 
free. Commonwealth countries would naturally 
have to be consulted if the Sudan wished to 
jom. It is not known what their attitude 
would be. 


Further elucidation will be needed of the 
powers which the proposed advisory com¬ 
mission would have. Clearly some emergency 
powers must be left in the hands of the 
Governor-General, and on this por- much 
has yet to be discussed. 

It is not clear to what extent Sudanization 
of the Administration is contemplated, before 
self-determination is carried out. If it meant 
complete withdrawal of British administrators 
in the immediate future, British and also many 
Sudanese observers believe that complete 
chaos would result. 

The proposed extension of direct elections 
has also caused considerable concern among 
some Sudanese members of the Administration 
who are at present in London. In outlying 
districts in the northern Sudan it would not 
in practice be possible to get more than a 
very small minority to the poll. 

Sudan experts here believe that the agree¬ 
ment will cause much heart-burning among 
Sudanese political parties which have not been 
represented »t the talks in Cairo, and in par¬ 
ticular that there will be opposition to it from 
representatives of the three million inhabitants 
or the southern Sudan. 

Nevertheless, though there is no tendency 
here to regard the agreement as settling the 
many difficulties, it does appear to be a con¬ 
structive effort at compromise, which is 
encouraging in Itself and also as showing that 
General Neguib is increasingly sure of his 
own position, and that the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment means genuinely to support the next 
for , «*?c Sudan—jelf-govemmcm or 
“home rule,’ to use the wording of the 
agreement itself. * 
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Democrats, strength has tended to 
drain away from the Christian Demo¬ 
crats either to the extreme conservatives 
or to the radical nationalists who repre¬ 
sent the Nazi tradition. It is these smaller 

and more extreme parties who feed upon 
impatience at the course of Germany's 
return to independence. It is they who 
call up the slogans—and the men—of 
Hitler's day to stir national sentiment 
anew. Nationalism did not die with 
Hitler. Expressed as a proper sense of 
confidence and national self-respect it has 
helped prodigies to be performed in 
German recovery since disastrous defeat 
Given the leadership of Dr. Adenauer 
and sensible men in other parties it is a 
bulwark of the new republic. In other 
bands it can go in other ways. This is the 
warning of the incident at Verden. The 

body politic is growing in health, but the 
germ is there. If the infection spread it 
might spread again with perilous speed. 
Yet, as it seems, only grave failure in the 
policies or the economics of Germany's 
democratic leaders could give it evident 
cause to flourish. 

The Firs! Year 

The Conservative Government have 
completed their first Parliamentary 
session. Last week they completed their 
first year of office. As they take stock 
they will find reason for some satisfaction. 
During the past three months there has 
been a noticeable revival of popular con¬ 
fidence in the Government No one, 
four months ago, would have supposed 
that at a by-election there would actually 
be a swing .away from the Labour Party. 
Yet that is what happened at Cleveland. 

The Wycombe by-election next week may 
or may not reveal precisely the same 
movement, but if the general trend is 
confirmed—if the Conservatives are seen 
to have recovered most of the ground they 
lost in their first six months of office— 
both the Government and the Opposition 
wilt have much to ponder. The lessons 
to the Labour Party are obvious enough. 
It has been assuming too readily that the 
next General Election was already won. 
The movement of public opinion should 
destroy this complacency. The first post¬ 
war Conservative Government have 
neither behaved as "warmongers" nor 

undermined the welfare State; their 
financial and economic measures lave not 
brought the intolerable hardships and 
injustice that were forecast 

The protracted disputes in the Labour 
Party have, of course, contributed to the 
change in the public mood. But both the 
Conservative Party and the Labour Party 
will be mistaken if they imagine that this 
is the only, or even the main, reason for 
the shift of opinion. The most instructive 
fact about the Conservatives’ first year of 
office is that their " harsh measures " have 
not spelled political suicide. Even the 
most politically daring of Mr. Butler's 
acts—the cut in the food subsidies—has 
not, in spite of much Labour agitation, 
caused more than a ripple of indignation 
(after the first shock of his announcement 
had passed). This should encourage Mr. 
Churchill and his colleagues to take the 
further measures that are necessary in the 
full confidence that, if they can be shown 
to be relevant and if they do not impose 


Opposition—is that, however unpopular E 
it may be from time to time, the Con- rt 
servative Party may be able to go to the 6 
country in three or four years’ time and 11 
claim that it has restored at least the n 
country's stability if not its prosperity. At 
the end of the first year the Government ■ 
hold the initiative. The second year will 
show whether they can keep that initiative 
and use it to the benefit of the nation. Only 
a beginning has been made. The fall in 
exports and production casts a dark th 
shadow over the prospect. The major si 
task remains to be done. o 

b< 

Agreement in Cairo tb 

The agreement reached in Cairo between ^ 
the Egyptian Government and representa- h 
lives of Sudanese political parties aiming at 
at independence marks a change in Egypt's at 
attitude to Sudanese national aspirations. 

It accepts the Sudan’s right to immediate “ 
self-government and to the exercise of self- th 
■ determination by the end of 1955. j 1 ' 
General Neguib has treated the Wafdist b; 
Government's worst mistakes—the uni- 10 
lateral abrogation of the condominium K 
and the formulation of a constitution for pi 
the Sudan which vested all authority in ^ 
Cairo—as if they had never happened, sc 
I The fundamental basis of his approach to cl 
I the problem of the Sudan is that the con- h; 
dominium agreements are still in force (in 1,1 
this he agrees with Mr. Eden), that they 
will remain in force until they are ended tb 
by self-determination in the Sudan, and B1 
| that they entitle Egypt, like Britain, 
to take an active part in helping 
the Sudanese to shape their own future. 
General Neguib is sufficiently clear 
sighted to see that the true “ unity 
of the Nile Valley" must be based 
. on the free recognition by the people of 
| the Sudan that Sudanese and Egyptian . 
interests in the Nile waters are so closely 
interwoven that good understanding c 
between the two countries is essential to lb 
both. Further, while General Neguib's « 
real friendship for the Sudan—a country v 
where much of his boyhood was spent- £ 
need not be doubted, he cannot fail to see ki 
that the more actively Egypt helps for- ” 
ward the progress of Sudanese self- u, 
government the more quickly will British 
control over the Sudan come to an end. ®' 
By his high bid for Sudanese friendship, bi 
| General Neguib has put himself in a very ® 
strong diplomatic position, even if some of £ 
the suggestions wh' ' he has undertaken at 
to put forward for the improvement of L 
the draft constitution seem at first sight oi 
to go both fast and far. What matters J 
most is that he has made substantial pro- ™ 
Igress in aligning Egyptian with British in 
policy over the Sudan. The agrecmcnl pl 
accepts the British aims of self- b- 
government this year and self-determina- sf 
lion after a short interval. '■ bases itself £ 
from first to last on the draft constitution re 
which proceeded from British initiative ^ 
and now carries British assent Some of “ 
j the detailed suggestions for supervisory 


with the elections, with the exercise of 
the Governor-General’s discretionary 
powers, and with the complete Sudaniza- 

ation. But the broad effect of the 
agreement is to inspire new hope for 
fruitful cooperation between Britain, 
Egypt and the Sudan. 

Skegness and Otherwell-Jones 

None of us knows very much, and some 
know less than others. Yet the extent of 
our knowledge is constantly being tested 
in polite conversation. Do we know 
Skegness ? Do we know any Italian t 1 
Do we know Otherwell-Jones ? Though 
usually incidental to the speaker's main 
theme, these are direct questions. We 
do not answer them—in the affirmative! 
at any rate—directly; we seem incapable 
of returning a simple “ Yes." If we arei 
so unfortunate as never to have set foot 
in Skegness, we do not mind admitting the 
fact The tone in which we answer “ No " 
is indeed tinged with a polite, incredulous 

surprise, as though wc found it extra¬ 
ordinary that our interlocutor should have 
mistaken us for one of those sublunary: 
creatures who do know Skegness. If on 
the other hand we once—perhaps in 
childhood—visited this salubrious resort, 
we feel that we do, in a way, know it! 
We have forgotten everything about the 
place, except being sick under a monkey-! 
puzzle (and even that memory may 
properly belong to Bude). Yet wc are 
too proud to say “ No," and we have not 
the face to say “ Yes.” “ I used to know 


involves us in pretending to remember 
(“ vaguely," we generally add) a number 
of landmarks which play parts in our 
friend's anecdote; and the net effect is to 
make the anecdote much longer, but not 
in any way more interesting, than it other¬ 
wise would have been. 

Do we know any Italian ? If we know 
none, we find no difficulty in saying, rather 
defiantly, “ No." If we speak it like a 
native we may possibly say, rather 
apologetically, “ Yes." But if—during the 
war, say—we picked up a vocabulary of 
twenty or thirty words we launch unhesi¬ 
tatingly into euphemism. “ A bit rusty, 

of course ”■—“ Enough to get along with ” 

—“Generally manage to make myself 
understood "—quarter-truths like these 
spring to our lips. We ought to have said 
“No.” 

It is the same with Otherwell-Iones. 
We have been asked if we know him. The 
exact form of our answer depends to a 
large extent on what sort of a person we 
conceive Otherwell-Jones to be. If we 
have never heard of him, we say “ No," 
perhaps on a slightly contemptuous or 
impatient note, implying that our friend 
really cannot expect us to be widely 
acquainted in the dim circles among which 


duced at a cocktail party, we often do not 
say “ No," though that is what we ought 
to say. " Only slightly," wc reply; or “ I 
don't suppose he’d remember me"; or 
“ Haven't seen him for a long time." This 
sprt of thing sometimes, though not as 
often as we deserve, gets us into awkward 
situations, and we find ourselves, before 
we know where we are, virtually com¬ 
mitted to asking Otherwell-Jones to 
give a lecture in some remote hamlet or to 
read a five-act tragedy written by a girl of 
fifteen. A little knowledge is a dangerous 
thing, and it is safer to pretend you have 
none when you have some than vice versa. 

TREATMENT IN HOSPITAL 


be ascertained from official reports, 'and in 
this respect ihe example set by the Nuffield 
Provincial Hospitals Trust, and, more 
I recently, the Manchester and Oxford Regional 
I Hospital Boards, is one which might with 
advantage be followed by all employing 


the day-to-day work of those employed in 
hospitals with the object of detentlining how 
to make the best use of the available staff, and, 
by actual observations of the work involved, 
to supply the facts upon which decisions of, 
policy can be made. Most regional hospital 
boards would agree that a study of the in¬ 
patient costs a week of the ^hospitals they 

between hospitals apparently doing the samel 
sort of work, that any possibility of valid 
It is. therefore, necessary that they should 
have at their disposal verifiable facts, and 
the more investigations are undertaken at 
regional board and hospital management com¬ 
mittee level the nearer we shall be to attaining. 


’ll. A. GODDARD. 
16. King Edward Slreet, Oxford. 

BAN ON FRENCH FILM 


view that there is no justification for banning 
the film on Ihe grounds that it is offensive to 
the feelings of Roman Catholics. 

In case there should be a suspicion that my 
organization has any ami-Catholic prejudice, 
biMd^Monsieur 'Kwent'and* arc* going 'Vo 
exploit the film Diary of a Country Priest. 
based on the story by Bemanos. Both films 
command widespread Catholic support. We 

a special appeal to the Catholic public, but 
because they arc first-class films. If this ban 
on L Aubergc Rouge is persisted in it will mean 

S-rt. 1 'SrJus .■ssjyja 


lemonstrates that there is nothing in the 
ehgious objection to the film which is now 
icing taken by the London County Council 

H. H. WINGATE. 

8, Chesterfield Street, Mayfair, W.J. 
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GEN. NEGUIB’S CALL TO 
ARAB LEAGUE 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Oct. 31 

It is reported that the political committee 
of the Arab League council will meet next 
Wednesday to consider the policy of member 
States towards the Federal German Republic 
in the light of the signature by the Bonn 
Government of the agreement on reparations 
to Israel. A message from Mecca says that 
King Abdul Aziz has already ordered German 
commercial companies to suspend their 
activities in Saudi Arabia. 

General Neguib said last night that he had 
protested on behalf of Egypt to the German 
Ambassador here and it is at his instance that 
the Arab League meeting has been summoned. 
Egypt's strong reaction suggests that its Prime 
Minister sets store by a common front of 
Arab League States against the outside world. 


BOOK IMPOUNDED IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 

Johannesburg. Oct. 31.—The book Let the 
Day Perish . written by Mr. Gerald Gordon 
and published in London, has been impounded 
by Customs officials at Palmietfontein airport, 
Johannesburg. The book deals with the 
colour bar. Customs officials said that one or 
two passages dealing with miscegenation might 
be considered offensive. — Reuter . 
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SUDAN’S ROAD TO 
INDEPENDENCE 


GEN. NEGUIB’S VIEWS 


TALK WITH BRITISH 
AMBASSADOR 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Nov. 2 

General Neguib received the British 
Ambassador this morning to give him the 
views of the Egyptian Government on 
the Sudan and to discuss other questions 
of common interest to their two countries. 
The conversation lasted for two hours and 
a half. Sir Ralph Stevenson is stated 
to have undertaken to communicate the 
Egyptian Prime Minister's views urgently 
to London. 

Most of the time spent by the Ambassa¬ 
dor with General Neguib is believed to 
have been used to obtain clarification of 
the proposals contained in the agreement 
between the Egyptian Government and 
delegates of the Sudan Independence 
Movement on the methods by which the 
Sudan should advance to self-government 
and self-determination. The text of this 
agreement is said to have been handed 
to the Ambassador. 

It is assumed that the views of the Egyptian 
Government are based on the agreement, 
though they may not be identical with its 
terms in every respect. Ibrahim Bedri, secre¬ 
tary of the Sudan Socialist Republican Party, 
is said to have protested yesterday by telephone 
against the proposal to remove from the draft 
constitution the Governor-General's special 
responsibility for southern Sudan and to have 
received the reply from Colonel Sabry Zulficar, 
one of the Egyptian negotiators, that the 
Egyptian Government in its proposals to the 
British would attempt to reconcile all Sudanese 
views. 

EQUIPMENT FROM BRITAIN 

Newspapers are now publishing versions of 
the Egyptian-Sudanese agreement. None varies 
markedly from that published in The Times 
last week. A point which still remains obscure 
is the extent to which the proposed inter¬ 
national commission is to share the Governor- 
General’s constitutional powers. 

The official statement did not specify what 
other matters were discussed at to-day’s meet¬ 
ing. Brigadier Goulburn, the British Military 
Attach^, Major-General Mohamed Ibrahim, 
deputy Chief of Staff of the Egyptian armed 
forces, and Major Saleh Salem, of General 
Headquarters here, were called into consulta¬ 
tion, but it is not assumed from that that the 
canal zone question was raised. General 
Neguib is known to be interested in obtaining 
military equipment, including jet aircraft, from 
Britain. Other questions that could have 
arisen are those of cotton exports to Britain 
and compensation for the relatives of Britons 
murdered at the Turf Club here on January 26, 
and for the officials summarily dismissed, by 
the Wafd Government last winter. 

Colonel Sheshekly, the Syrian deputy Prime 
Minister and Chief of Stan, has accepted an 
invitation from General Neguib to visit Egypt. 
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EGYPTIAN CHANGE 
OF POLICY 


OPTIMISM IN KHARTOUM 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, Nov. 2 

The Sudan Government, in a statement 
issued yesterday, said it had no informa¬ 
tion yet about the terms of the agreement 
reported to have been reached in Cairo 
between General Neguib and Sayed Sir 
Abdel Rahman e!-Mahdi. 

“The signs that Egypt has changed her 
policy towards Sudan and is willing to 
cooperate with the British Government in help¬ 
ing the Sudanese to self-government and self- 
determination are, of course, very welcome,” 
the statement continued ; but it added: “ It is 
impossible to comment on the terms of the 
agreement until they are known and until it 
is known whether they are acceptable to 
sections of Sudanese opinion which were not 
represented at Cairo.” 

The non-party Khartoum newspaper Rai 
Elamm said to-day: ” It is now clear beyond 
doubt that the Egyptian Government has 
decided to solve the Sudanese problem by 
granting the Sudanese a constitution and an 
elected Parliament. She has gone a long way 
to achieve this. Although leaders of Sudanese 
parties have expressed willingness to support 
the proposed constitution, it seems that some 
supporters of pro-unity parties and non-party 
men are opposed to the proposals, maintaining 
that immediate evacuation and self-determina¬ 
tion are the only solution. This will not solve 
the question. These objectors should co¬ 
operate in plans which will lead us to free¬ 
dom. 

SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Sayed Ibrahim Bedri, secretary of the 
Socialist Republican Party, stated that his 
party maintains the view that the Governor- 
General should retain his special responsibili¬ 
ties for southern Sudan (a proviso which the 
Egyptian Government and the Ultima Party 
propose to delete). 

The Republicans are also opposed to direct 
elections for all northern Sudan and to the 
function of the proposed Governor-General's 
commission. 

A conference of Umma Party executives last 
night endorsed the agreement reached in Cairo. 
Earlier Abdulla Bey Khalil, secretary-genera! 
of the Umma Party, who did not accompany 
the Mahdi and other Umma delegates to Lon¬ 
don and Cairo, had expressed dissatisfaction 
with certain aspects of the agreement. After the 
conference he said that he had based his first 
opinion on Press reports, but having heard the 
detailed account he was in full agreement 
and could state that Umma unanimously 
approved. The agreement, he said, marked a 
turning point in Egypt ian-Siidanese relations 
and augured well for the future of the Sudan. 

SUDAN PARTIES COMBINE 

Cairo, Nov. 2.—The formation of a newi 
Sudanese political party in favour of union; 
with Egypt was announced here to-day. It 
is called the Nationalist Union Party, and 
results from the merging of the five main 
unionist parties in the Sudan. Dardiry Ahmed 1 
Ismail is stated to be its president, Mohammed 
Nur ed Dine its vice-president, and Khidir 
Hamad its secretary.— Reuter. 
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EGYPTIAN NOTE TO BRITAIN ON 
SUDAN PROPOSALS 


PREPARATIONS FOR SELF-DETERMINATION 


Cairo, Nov. 3.—The text of the 
Egyptian Note to the British Government 
on self-government and self-determina¬ 
tion for the Sudan was made public here 
to-night The Note, handed over yester¬ 
day to Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British 
Ambassador, reads: — 

The Egyptian Government firmly believes 
in the right of the Sudanese to self-determina- 
Uon and the effective exercise thereof in the 
proper tune and with the necessary safeguards. 
To attain the above-mentioned objectives there 
should begin forthwith a transitional 'period 
envisaging two objectives': First, to secure full 
self-government for the Sudanese; secondly, 
to provide the requisite free and neutral atmo¬ 
sphere for the Sudanese to exercise self- 
determination. 

The transitional period, being preparation 
for an effective termination of the dual 
administration shall be considered as a 
liquidation of that administration. The 
Egyptian Government declares that the 
sovereignty of the Sudan shall be kept 
reserved for the Sudanese during this transit 
tional period until self-determination is 
achieved. The Governor-General shall be, 
during the transitional period, the supreme 
constitutional authority within the Sudan and 
shall exercise his power according to the 
following:— 

FIVE-MEMBER COMMISSION 

With the aid of a five-member commission 
consisting of two Sudanese, proposed by agree¬ 
ment between the Egyptian and British Gov¬ 
ernment, and subject to subsequent approval 
u „ a ? e ‘ ec . t ed Sudanese Parliament—which 
shall be entitled to nominate them in the case 
of disapproval—one Egyptian, one British, and 
one Indian or Pakistani, each proposed re¬ 
spectively by his own Government. The five- 
member commission to be appointed by the 
Egyptian Government by decree. 
ii n absence of a Governor-General the 
elder of the two Sudanese commissioners shall 
act m his place. 

The Governor-General shall exercise his 
powers in the manner set out in the statute, 
save as regards the discretional powers 
delineated in the appended amendments, 
which he shall exercise, subject to the approval 
of his commission. 

The Governor-General shall remain res¬ 
ponsible to the two liquidation Governments 
as regards: first, any affairs which are not 
stnctly internal; secondly, any change 
requested by the Sudanese Parliament as 
regards any part of the statute for self- 
government ; thirdly, any resolution passed by 
the commission which he might regard as 
inconsistent with his responsibilities. In this 
case the two Governments must give an 
answer within one month of the date of formal 
nonce. The commission's resolutions shall 
stand unless the two Governments agree to 
the contrary. 


other Government posts that may affect the 
freedom of the Sudanese and self-determina¬ 
tion ; secondly, the committee may coopt one 
or more members, as they deem fit, to act in 
an advisory capacity without the right to vote; 

| thirdly, the committee shall take its decisions, 
by a majority vote which shall be submitted to 
the Governor-General for his assent. The 
Sudanization committee shall complete its 
duties within three years; 

The Egyptian Government strongly recom¬ 
mends the creation of a post for a Sudanese 
under-secretary to act as a liaison between the 
Governor-General and the Council of Mini¬ 
sters, the functions of whom shall be to pre¬ 
pare for the representation of the Sudan only 
in international technical conferences. 

The transitional period shall begin with the 
appointment of the five-member commission 
and shall not exceed three years, Subject to the 
completion of the Sudanization explained 
above. It shall end following a move by the 
Sudanese Parliament expressing that desire 
and ratification by the two liquidating 
Governments. 

CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 

On ratification by the two liquidating 
Governments of the date on which the transi¬ 
tion period is to be terminated, the Sudanese 
Government then existing shall draw up a 
draft law for the election of a Constituent 
Assembly which it shall submit to Parliament 
for approval. 

The Governor-General shall ratify the law 
with the agreement of the (five-member) com¬ 
mission referred to. in Paragraph 4 . Safe¬ 
guards assuring the freedom and impartiality 
of the election shall then be agreed upon. 

British and Egyptian military forces shall be 
withdrawn from the Sudan at least one year 
before the election of the Constituent 
Assembly. 

The Constituent Assembly shall have two 
duties to discharge. The first is to decide the 
future of the Sudan; the second, to draw up a 
constitution for the Sudan compatible with the 
decision to be taken in regard to that future, 
as well as the electoral law for a permanent 
Sudanese Parliament. 

Deciding the future of the Sudan shall be 
made either by the Constituent Assembly 
choosing to link up the Sudan with Egypt in 
any form, or by the Assembly choosing a 
Sudan comoletely independent of the United 
Kingdonf; Egypt, or any other country. 

The Egyptian Government trusts that the 
British Government will agree to join in an 
undertaking to respect the decision taken by the 
Constituent Assembly in connexion with the- 
future of the Sudan and that each Government 
shall, on its part, take all necessary measures 
,to give effect to this decision.— Reuter. 


OUTSTANDING POINTS 


MIXED COMMISSION 

There shall be constituted a mixed commis¬ 
sion of seven members; three Sudanese 
appointed by the Governor-General after the 
approval of his commission, one Egyptian, 
one British, one American, and one Indian or 
Pakistani nominated by their respective Gov¬ 
ernments. The Indian or Pakistani shall be 
chairman of the commission. The functions 
of this commission shall be to appoint sub¬ 
commissions for each electoral constituency, 
to decide on its own rules of procedure and 
methods of work in order to observe effec¬ 
tively preparations for and conduct of elections 
and to ensure their impartiality. 

Direct-election constituencies shall be in¬ 
creased to comprise all constituencies through- 
out the Sudan except the following provinces, 
Bahr el Ghazal, Equatoria, and Upper Nile. 
However, elections in the Yei constituency, 
together with constituencies comprising the 
towns of Waw, Juba, and Malakal, shall be 
direct. 

Subject to preparations to be made by the 
mixed commission, the Egyptian Government 
hopes that the elections shall begin before the 
end of 1952 in the following order: First, the 
24 direct-elect ion constituencies listed in the 
draft submitted to the Legislative Assembly: 
secondly, the indirect-election constituencies ; 
thirdly, remaining constituencies which are 
changed from indirect to direct—together with 
11 direct-election constituencies listed in the 
draft submitted to the Egyptian Government, 
which has not yet been officially published. 

To provide a free and neutral atmosphere 
requisite for self-determination being a prime 
objective, there shall be established a “ Sudani¬ 
zation committee” consisting of: first, an 
Egyptian and a British member to be pro¬ 
posed by their respective Governments and 
subsequently appointed by the Governor- 
General, together with three Sudanese members 
to be selected from a list of five members 
submitted by the Sudanese Prime Minister. 
The selection and appointment of these three 
Sudanese members shall have prior approval 
of the Governor-General’s commission. 

Secondly, one or more members from the 
Civil Service commission to act in a purely 
advisory capacity without the right to vote. 
The function of this committee shall be: first, 
to speed up Sudanization of the administra¬ 
tion, police, Sudan Defence Force, and any 


FURTHER DISCUSSIONS TO 
CONTINUE 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The complete text will not be received in 
London until to-day, but in any event it is 
unlikely that there will be any immediate de¬ 
tailed official comment. A number of points 
remain outstanding. Discussion of them must 
continue for a time between representatives of 
the British, Egyptian, and Sudanese Govern¬ 
ments. There is, for instance, the difficult 
question of the powers of the Governor- 
General vis-a-vis the proposed advisory com¬ 
mission. The holding of elections, so far as 
possible by direct vote, and the method of 
Sudanization of the administration are two 
other questions that will presumably need 
further discussion, and the Egyptian Goverii- 
ment would evidently prefer that the special 
powers given to the Governor-General in re¬ 
gard to southern Sudan, under the constitu¬ 
tion proposed by the Sudan Government last 
May, should not in fact be vested in him. On 
this point, in particular, the reactions of the 
Sudanese themselves have yet to be made dear, 
and are certainly of the greatest importance. 

Some little time must now elapse before 
any detailed agreement between the British 
and Egyptian Governments can be expected, 
but after the statesmanlike approach of the 
Egyptian Government it would seem at least 
that the barometer is now at “ set fair.” 


REPUBLICANS’ APPROVAL 
“IN PRINCIPLE” 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, Nov. 3 
The Sudanese Socialist Republicans have 
now intimated their approval in principle of 
the agreement signed in Cairo between the 
Egyptian Government and the Umma Party 
delegates. Earlier, Ibrahim Bedri, secretary- 
general of the Socialist Republican Party, had 
expressed dissatisfaction with some of its 
aspects. The Egyptian Government sent 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hussein Sabri Zulfighar to 
Khartoum to discuss the matter with the 
Republicans, and this led to the change of 
mind. A message embodying the details to 
which the party is still opposed was being 
taken to Cairo to-day by Colonel Zulfighar. 
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SELF-GOVERNMENT 
FOR SUDAN 


NOTE TO BRITAIN 

Cairo, Nov. 3. —The text of the 
Egyptian Note to the British Government 
on self-government and self-determination 
for the Sudan was- made public here 
to-night 

It states that British and Egyptian forces 
must be withdrawn from the Sudan at least 
a year before the election of a Constituent 
Assembly to decide the country’s future. The 
terms of the Note conform with an agreement 
reached by Egypt with Sudanese leaders on 
October 29, eight days after Mr. Eden had 
announced Britain’s approval of a draft new 
constitution providing for self-government in 
the Sudan.— Reuter . 

* 

The text of the Note as issued in 
Cairo is given on page 5. 
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CAIRO NOTE ON 
SUDAN 


new points and 

OMISSIONS ' 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov. 4 

An official Egyptian text of the Note 
presented by General Neguib to the British i 
Government on the future of the Sudan! 
was published in all newspapers to-day. 
It contains some points which had not 
been made public before, and notably also 
some omissions, which suggest' that the 
Egyptian Prime Minister is leaving him¬ 
self plenty of room for negotiation. 

The text omits, for instance, the pro¬ 
posal known to have been made by Egypt 
that the special responsibility of the Gov¬ 
ernor-General for the south should be 
removed from /the draft constitution. 
There has been sortie grumbling about that 
by southern Sudanese spokesmen, who in 
most other respects accept the agreement 
reached in Cairo between General Neguib 
and the delegates of the Independence 
Movement. It is not impossible that 
General Neguib, whose object is to reach 
agreement with Britain on a scheme which 
has the-support of the largest possible 
number of Sudanese, may be found ready 
to reconsider that- particular proposal. 
The published text also fails to specify 



the discretionary powers which Egypt has 
, proposed the Governor-General should 
exercise subject to the approval of an 
international commission. 

These are understood to relate to the 
contingency of a breakdown of the con¬ 
stitution and of law and order in the 
Sudan, to the nomination of the senators, 
the dissolution of Parliament, and the 
status of the judiciary. 

ELECTION PROPOSALS 

It is recognized by Egypt that the exten¬ 
sion of the system of direct elections 
means that a Sudanese Parliament cannot 
be elected before the end of this year. It is' 
proposed accordingly that the elections 
should begin before December 31 and take 
place successively in the “ direct ” consti¬ 
tuencies already named, then in the 
“ indirect ” constituencies of southern 
Sudan, and finally, in the new “ direct ” 
constituencies proposed by Egypt. It might 
yet take three or four months before a 
Parliament was in being and an all- 
Sudanese Cabinet appointed. 

An international Sudanization committee is 
proposed to supervise the Sudanization of the 
Civil Service, the police, arid the Sudan 
Defence Force. The period of three years 
allowed is too short if present standards are to 
be maintained, but some at least of the 
Sudanese political leaders are understood' to 
be prepared to. accept a lowering of standards 
with equanimity. The “ home rule ” period 
will be ended upon a motion of the Sudan 
i Parliament ratified by the Egyptian and British 
Governments. 

CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 

Subsequently the Sudan Government is to 
prepare a scheme for the election of a con¬ 
stituent Assembly to be approved by Parlia¬ 
ment and by the Governor-General’s com¬ 
mission. British and Egyptian milirary forces 
are to be withdrawn at least one year before 
election of the constituent Assembly. The 
•functions of the Assembly will be to decide 
the future status of the Sudan—whether inde- 
• pendence or union with Egypt—and to frame 
a constitution that conforms to its decision 
on the country’s future. 

Among other , proposals made by the 
Egyptian Government is that, in the absence of 
the Governor-General, the elder of the two 
Sudanese members of his commission shall 
act in his place. The Egyptian Government 
also strongly recommends creation of the post 
of Sudanese under-secretary “ to act as 
liaison betweep the Governor-General and the 
Council of Ministers whose functions shall be 
to prepare for the representation of the Sudan 
only in international technical conferences.” 
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NOTE WELCOMED IN 
LONDON 


ROOM FOR NEGOTIATION 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The text of the Note on future constitu¬ 
tional development in the Sudan, which 
General Neguib handed on Sunday to 
Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambas¬ 
sador in Cairo, was being studied at the 
Foreign Office yesterday. 

Whereas a number of points require further 
study, it may be assumed that the Note has 
been welcomed in London at least as much 
re P° rts °f { he previous agreement with 
the Sudanese leaders. j 

There are apparently some 10 or so minor! 
differences between the Note and the terms of 
the agreement as published last week. One 
point which requires further consideration is 
the suggestion that if the Governor-General 
is absent, the elder of the two Sudanese repre¬ 
sentatives on the commission which is to be 
set up to advise and aid him will take his 
place. The two Sudanese representatives are 
likely to be chosen one from the Ansar sect, 
which is led by Sayed Sir Abdel Rahman el 
Mahdi, who favours independence, and one 
from the Khatmia sect, led by Sayed Sir Ali 
el Mirgbani, who favours some form of union 
with Egypt. Between these two sects there 
is strong rivalry, and the proposal that the 
Sudanese representative on the advisory com¬ 
mission might become temporary Governor- 
General might well cause them anxiety, and 
would put a premium on age for the Sudanese 
candidates for the commission. On this point, 
however, as indeed on the other points raised, 
the present Note is not, it is understood, the 
Egyptian Government’s last word. I 

The Note also proposes, as was expected, a 
considerable extension of the area in which 
elections will be by direct vote. There would 
seem to be no great objection to this in 
London, although it is pointed out that for I 
administrative reasons an extension must! 
entail, some delay in the holding' of the 
elections. 

The proposal that all British and Egyptian 
troops be withdrawn one year before the date 
on which the Sudanese choose their future 
status, i.e., before self-determination, would 
mean that the Governor-General would have 
to rely for the preservation of law and order 
on the Sudanese police and in the last resort 
on the Sudan Defence Force. In view; of the 
past record of these, bodies this would not 
seem an unwelcome situation. ■; 

In general th? Egyptian Note seems there¬ 
fore _a constructive effort to arrange a 
practical period of transition before self- 
determination. There would seem also, to be 
considerably brighter prospects that the long 
and sorry story of Anglo-Egyptian differences 
may be now gradually reaching a happier 
tnding* ■ ; v'- .. ....... 
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EUROPEAN VIEWS 

On election 


BROADCAST TO FRANCE 
BY THE GENERAL 

From Our Own Correspondent 
J ; PARIS, Nov 5 

General Eisenhower’s victory, and even 
more its magnitude, came as a great sur¬ 
prise in France; Press comment had shown 
an almost uniform preference for Mr. 
Stevenson, and the anxieties felt about 
Republican foreign policy are perceptible, 
where they are not explicit, in several 
statements made by politicians since the 
results were known. 

Many Frenchmen, however, except those 
undcrCommunist or similar influence, remem¬ 
ber General Eisenhower as the liberator oi 
France and the organizer of the Atlantic 
i defence forces and feel that safety depended 
on his victory. The Stock Exchange shares this 
view, and the announcement of his victory was 
followed by a sharp rise in foreign securities. 

It was a wise move of the General to find 
time in the moment of his victory to broadcast 
directly to the French people words of friend¬ 
ship, encouragement, and faith, which recent 
diplomatic events had made them long for; 
amf the effect must have been greatly 
strengthened by his pronouncing, the opening 
sentences in French, with an accent that 
suggested a far better command of the lan¬ 
guage than most people would have suspected. 

LONG-STANDING LINK 

The message, transmitted from New York 
at mid-day, was translated sentence by sen¬ 
tence as it was delivered. General Eisen¬ 
hower declared: “The friendship of France 
and America is no' recent-thing. It dates back 
to the very birth of our nation. It has been 
sealed in blood many times through our 
history. Friendship between nations is often 
an ephemeral'matter, changed overnight by 
a new government, by an unforeseen event, 
by the merest historical accident. Through such 
vicissitudes, the affection between France and 
the United States has endured, unimpaired. 
Like so many millions of' Americans, I was 
brought up to accept that friendship, that 
mutual affection, as a historical axiom. But 
then, beyond most Americans, I was privileged 
lo see that history-book theory become a 
living fact. 

“ From before the North African landings 
in the autumn of 1942, until final victory in 
the summer of 1945,” hfc continued, “ I was 
intimately associated with that rare combina¬ 
tion of heroism, intelligence, and culture that 
; symbolizes to me the. spirit of France. More 
recently I was privileged to work with the 
men and the women of France in the great 
European efforts to build a strong shield 
'against the manifest imperialistic ambition of 
Sovjet Russia". 

. In conclusion General Eisenhower said that 
in the difficulties that lay ahead he derived 
a tremendous sense of comfort, both as an 
individual and as-an American, from the reali¬ 
zation that France and America had lived 
together so happily and so effectively for so 
many years. 

CANADIAN REACTION 

MOM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS 
OTTAWA 

• General Eisenhower's victory is welcomed 
by the Progressive Conservatives in Canada 
because of the encouragement they feel able 
to draw from it in considering their own 
prospects in a Federal general election next 
year. There is a general resemblance between 
the Republicans in the United States and the 
Conservatives in Canada, and both parties 
have long been out of office. Mr. Drew and 
his followers are hoping to persuade Canadians 
that the tune is ripe for a change, after 17 years 
of Liberal rule. 

Meanwhile, officials in Ottawa, bearing in 
mind the traditional Republican attitude on 
trade and tariffs, are thinking of the Eisen¬ 
hower victory in terms of its possible effects on 
Canada’s preference for what Mr. Abbott, the 
Finance Minister, has called the “ free-wheel¬ 
ing system of multilateral trade.” 

DR. ADENAUER’S COMMENT 

BONN. • 

General Eisenhower’s election has had an 
unusually warm welcome in the Federal 
Republic, by the leading personalities of which 
he has been known and trusted from the time 
when be Was Supreme Allied Commander in 
Europe. In a message which expresses the 
general opinion, Dr. Adenauer, the Chancellor, 
characterizes the President-elect as one who 
knows conditions in Europe fundamentally. 
His detailed knowledge of the problem is, the 
Chancellor says, of peat importance because 
“ the decisions which western Europe has to 


BERLIN. 

General Eisenhower's success has been 
briefly announced in east Berlin. The comment 
there is that ,the President-elect represents 
only the-interests of finance and industry in 
the United States and that under the pressure 
of public opinion he made false promises to 
withdraw American troops from Korea. 
ITALIAN MESSAGES 

ROME 

The President of the Republic and 
Signor de Gasperi, the Prime Minister, have 
both sent messages of good will to General 
Eisenhower. Official Italian feeling was 
summed up in a subsequent comment of Signor 
de Gasperi, when he remarked that the General 
had had direct and constant contact with the 
life of Europe in recent years, and had always 
shown the greatest interest in. Italy and the 
political unification of the Continent. 

CAIRO 

Public opinion in Egypt has been taught to 
appreciate an American President by his 
attitude towards Israel and to Egyptian 
national aspirations in particular, and to the 
extent to which he supports the Muslims in 
their differences with America’s " imperialist ” 
allies, Britain and France. It is still too early 
to welcome General Eisenhower, but Fathy 
Radwan, General Neguib's Minister of State, 
said to-<Jay that Egyptians were hoping for a 
change in foreign policy with the change at 
the White House. 

MR. CHURCHILL’S MESSAGE 

Mr. Churchill yesterday sent a message to 
General Eisenhower congratulating him on his 
election to che Presidency and looking forward 
to the renewal of their'work together for the 
causes of peace and freedom. 
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RESTITUTION TO ISRAEL 


GERMAN MISSION TO SAUDI 
. ARABIA RECALLED 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

BONN, Nov. 6 

* The controversy between the Arab countries 
and the Federal Republic over the treaty of 
restitution with Israel took a sharper turn 
to-day. A spokesman of the delegation of 
the Arab League now in western Germany 
said at Cologne that' the Federal Govern¬ 
ment’s decision to examine again the list of 
goods to be supplied to Israel under the treaty 
m no way met the Arab case. In the view 
of the Arab countries, he said, any delivery 
of goods would serve indirectly to strengthen 
Israel’s war potential. 

The German mission which was already on 
its way to Saudi Arabia to-open trade nego¬ 
tiations has, been recalled. The political 
committee of the Arab League is meeting in 
Cairo to-morrow. 

Dr. Adenauer, the Chancellor, met the 
foreign affairs committee of the Bundesrat 
to-day and expressed himself strongly in 
favour of the early ratification of the treaty 
with Israel. , 

According to information here. General 
Neguib, the Egyptian Prime Minister, spoke 
with unusual brusqueness Co Dr. Gunther 
Pawelke, the new German Ambassador, at a 
recent meeting, and it is felt in Bonn—by the 
allies not less than bv the Government—that 
Egypt and the other Arab countries are show¬ 
ing too little understanding of the debt, moral 
-as well as financial, which Germany has to 
discharge to the Jews. 
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COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS 
OF CAIRO RIOTS 

MR. EDEN ON CHANCES OF ENDURING 
SUDAN AGREEMENT 

Mr. Eden stated in the House of Commons yesterday that General 

Neguib had given a written assurance that the Egyptian Government 
would provide financial compensation for the victims of the Cairo 
riots last January. ' 

The Foreign Secretary noted that there had been a “ marked 
improvement” in Anglo-Egyptian relations and saw no reason why, 
in these circumstances, the outstanding questions of defence and the 
Sudan should not he satisfactorily settled. In particular, Egypt’s 
readiness to cooperate on self-determination for the Sudan should 
make it possible to reach an agreement of “ enduring value.” . 


IMPROVEMENT IN 
RELATIONS 


GEN. NEGUIB’S FIRM 
ADMINISTRATION 

WESTMINSTER, Thursday 
Not the least important part of Mr. 
Eden's intervention to-night in a debate 
on the Address, which roamed widely 
over the foreign scene, were his observa¬ 
tions on Anglo-Egyptian relations, with 
particular reference to the Sudan. 

He began by noting with pleasure that 
there had been a marked impyovement in 
our relations with Egypt-since the present 
Egyptian Government came into power, 
and he said that her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment had watched with interest .the 
courageous efforts of General Neguib and 
his friends to cut through the tangle of 
maladministration at home and inter¬ 
national disputes which were the legacy 
of previous Egyptian Governments. 

The British Government, he said, had 
just received the comments of the Egyptian 
administration on the new constitution for 
the Sudan which the Governor-General 
had submitted. The Government would, 
wish to give the Egyptian views proper 
consideration and this would now be done. 

The Egyptian comments raised a cum¬ 
ber of important points for discussion, but 
the central fact was that the present 
Egyptian Government, unlike its prede¬ 
cessors, was showing a readiness to accept 
the principles of self-government and self- 
determination in the Sudan and to 
cooperate with us in giving them effect 
.ENDURING VALUE 
On this basis, said Mr. Eden, it should be 

S sible for this country, the Sudan, and. 
pt to reach agreement which would be of 
uring value, and if we could do that could 
we at last hope to get the wider agree¬ 
ment that was in the minds of all members ? 

With regard to the promulgation of the 
constitution, the Foreign Secretary said that 
was not a matter on which we could give 
instructions. We gave authority to the 
Governor-General to promulgate oil Novem¬ 
ber 8. He was under no obligation to do 
so and no doubt he would wish to give the 
Egyptian comments full consideration. 

We had recently advanced to the Egyptian, 
Government from her existing sterling 
balances £5m. which was not otherwise due to 
be released until next year, and our Arabas-, 
wdor m Cairo had discussed with the! 
Egyptian Prime Minister the question of com- 1 
pensation for the victims of the Cairo riots 
of last January. The Egyptian Prime Minister 
had given a written assurance that the 
Egyptian Government had decided to give 
financial aid to those who suffered injury and 
to the relations of those who I6st their lives, 
and that steps would be taken to expedite 
by that means the payment of such aid. 

Additional funds had been made available 
to the commission established by the Egyptian 
Government to examine all such claims, and 
the commission had been instructed to settle 
them with all speed. Individual claims were 
being or would be presented to the commis¬ 
sion as soon as final details in support of them, 
were obtained from the victims or relations 
concerned. 1 

SOME CLAIMS PAID 

With regard to payments due to dismissed 
Bntish officials, claims for the payment of the 
difference between thejr basic salaries and the 
salary plus allowances would be met, and 
some such claims had, indeed, been paid bv 
the Egyptian Government. 

Mr. Eden expressed the hope that the-ex'-, 
changes now proceeding with Egypt and the 
improvement that had been made in the 
arrangement for these payments would prove 
a good augury for the settlement of all out¬ 
standing Anglo-Egyptian problems. 1 

sf'd. we should be discussing 
wth them before long the question of defence, 
ii both sides could approach those discussions 
in an atmosphere of mutual good will and 
fidence with one another, which had been L 
mg in the past, it should not be beyond our 
rapacity to find a solution which would be 
broadly acceptable to both parties. This 
indeed, would be a contribution to peace ’ 
All that Mr. Eden said on Persia wasTo 
express regret that the Persian Government 
had broken off diplomatic relations. That was 
an ill-semce to the Persian people and could 
only make more difficult the task of finding 
a settlement of the oil dispute, which every day 
became more necessary for Persia herself. We 
had made fair and generous proposals and 
thev remained open. 

During the debate more than one member, 
and notably Mr. Noel-Baker. speaking for 
the Opposition, had expressed the warmest 
hopes tor General Eisenhower’s success in his 
new office, and Mr. Eden, while stating that 
tt was not for us to comm ent on the I 


momentous choice of the American peoplt 
said we could all pay tribute to a natio; 
which had been able to find two such oui 
standing men from whom to choose. , 

We could salute .the election of a famous! 
man well known to u$ and justly renowned 
tor his services to the free world. All Europe 1 
understood how much was owed to General 
Eisenhower not only m the war years but 
since. If N.A.T.O. had increased its deter¬ 
rent power it was due to him more than any¬ 
one else,. and Mr. Eden had no doubt we 
could count on his continuing help and 
co °P en * l < on in the problems that lay ahead. 

Mr. Eden saw no mason to take too gloomy 
a view of the internatibnal outlook during what 
he called an interim period of foreign affairs. 
U anyone wanted a corrective, he said, let him 
look back to where we were three years ago. 

. .•'-orea had loomed large in the debate, and 
Mr. Noel-Baker had made the interesting sug¬ 
gestion that the truce might be taken-in two 
stages, both to be completed before the poli¬ 
tical conference began. The first stage would 
bp a cease-fire on the basis of the agreement 
already made, and the second stage would be 
an agreement-about the return of prisoners. 

The difficulty which Mr. Eden saw in the 
proposal was that if.such a division was made 
it might be found when the cease-fire had taken 
place that a very difficult Situation might arise 
about the repatriation of prisoners. 

He commented also on Mr. Noel-Bakcr’s 
expression of alarm at the “ Ramcke speech.” 
Mr. Eden said that its significance should not 
be exaggerated and that it was felt in Germany 
that it did Germany harm and diminished con¬ 
fidence tn Germany abroad. 

USE OF MAN-POWER 

lie quoted with Dr. Adenauer’s permission 
a letter which the German Chancellor sent 
on the morning after the speech to our High 
Commissioner in Germany. In this letter Dr. 
Adenauer said that the Federal Republic, in 
complete accord with public opinion, con¬ 
demned most sharply a grave departure, which 
was explained by the speaker’s deficient 
capacity of judgment. 

The debate was enlivened by a brush 
between, Mr. Dribero and Mr. Eden over 
what the former called a misleading summary 
in a Government White Paper of events in 
a Korean prison camp last February. Mr. 
Eden hotly resented what he construed as an 
accusation that he had tried to mislead the 
House. 

..When the debate switched later to defence 
Mr. Shinwell asked the Government to con¬ 
sider appointing a committee of inquiry into 
the use of man-power in the services, with 
••’'■ object of reviewing the whole question of 
onal semce. Mr. Birch. Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Defence, promised to 
pass ffie suggestion on to Lord Alexander, 
but he pointed out that the subject involved 
issues which were the responsibility of the 
Government and on which a committee was 
-ot qualified to pronounce. 

Suggesting that in his utterances on the sub¬ 
ject of reducing national service Mr. Shinwell 
was outbidding Mr. Bevan, Mr. Birch added 
that if the scales had fallen a~ little earlier from 
Mr. Shmwell’s eyes it might have been he 
who had a Roman .triumph through the streets 
of Morecambe and who would have been 
challenging Mr. Morrison for the deputy 
leadership. Now he had “ missed the bus.” 
Parliamentary report on page 4 

SUDAN UNIONISTS’ 
THREAT 


BOYCOTT OF ELECTION 

X FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov. 6 

Spokesmen of the Sudan National Unionist 
Party stated here to-night that their party wiH 
boycott the Parliamentary election unless all! 
the arrangements proposed in the recent Note! 
from the Egyptian Government to Britain arc’ 
accepted by the British Government. 

The National Unionist Party is the single 
party into which the pro-Egyptian .political 
^organizations, in the Sudan were persuaded by 
’General Neguib to organize themselves. By 
contrast with their attitude, delegates of the 
Sudan Independence Movement here have 
made it clear that refusal by Britain to accept 
all the details of the Egyptian-Sudanese agree¬ 
ment will nof inhibit them from taking part in 
the elections' and from working the self-govern¬ 
ing constitution. It is doubtful whether the 
Unionist ultimatum would be fully endorsed 
by the Egyptian Government, which is thought 
to be mainly concerned to agree with the 
United Kingdom on workable arrangements! 
that have the support of the majority ofj 
Sudanese politicians. 

Unionist spokesmen said also to-night that 
a census should be taken in the Sudan before' 
the elections are held and that they thought 1 
it would take six months to carry the elections 
through satisfactorily. They did not admitl 
any practical difficulties in'the way of holding! 
direct elections throughout northern Sudani 
They claimed tor the Unionist Party one of 
the two seats allocated to Sudanese in the 
international commission which it is proposed 
should share the Governor-General’s functions. 
Finally, they proposed that the special respon¬ 
sibility for the south Sudan given to the! 
Governor-General by the draft constitution] 
should be transferred to the Governor- 
General’s commission. 



Compensation For Victims Of Cairo Riots. 

The Times (London, England),Friday, Nov 07, 1952; pg. 6; Issue 52463. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number :CS 100880231 


2 



GERMAN-ISRAEL 

AGREEMENT 


ARABS Td DECIDE 
TO-DAY 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

V CAIRO, Nov. 9 
The Arab League political committee, 
which had continued to-night its dis¬ 
cussions on Federal Germany’s decision to 
pay reparations to Israel for Jewish 
sufferings and losses under Hitler, has 
adjourned until to-morrow. It is under¬ 
stood that General Negiiib, the chairman, 
has asked the German Ambassador, Herr 
Pawelke, to attend the meeting to-morrow, 
at which he will communicate the League's 

viewpoint He said that the League would 
announce its decision after this meeting. 

A Note received front Bonn to-night, just 
before the League committee met, explained 
that the ratification of the agreement with 
! Israel was likely to be dejayed by Parliament 
I because of more urgent business, but it seems 
I that the Arab States were not prepared to 
accept this half-measure. It is still suggested 
that they will launch an economic boycott of 
western Germany if - satisfaction is not 
obtained, even Though Egypt would lose the 
benefit of a £28m. agreement of which only 
a b° u t£9m. is used up, and the continuance 
of which would mean much-needed cotton 
sales. . ^ 

On the other hand, there is no question that 
Federal Germany is making big efforts to 
recover the Middle East market. She has about 
4.13m. worth of long-term heavy industrial 
contracts invhand for Egypt alone, and, by 
allowing longer credit terms than other coun- 
tties are willing to offer, is making headway 
in the Levant. Bonn is ckaily chagrined at 
the prospect of losing the fruits of these efforts 
because of the agreement with Israel. 

OPPOSITION IN SELF-DEFENCE 
The Arab League issued through the 
Egyptian Foreign Office to-night .the text of 
the Note presented by, the Arab States’ delega¬ 
tion to the Government in Bonn on Octo¬ 
ber 30. In effect the Note refects Bohn’s 
explanation that the payment or £350m. in 
indemnities to Israel is a moral act express¬ 
ing the German people’s rejection of the acts 
committed aganst the Jews m its name. It 
says that Arabs are not hnti-semitic, and that 
the motive of their opposition is self-defence. 
The Arab States object to indemnities going 
to Israel, which is still in a state of war with 
the seven Arab States. Germany’s aid, they 
argue, would alter the balance in the Middle 
East, and would enable Israel to embark on 
new aggression against the Arabs. r The con¬ 
tention that Israel is the legal heir of the 
persecuted Jews is rejected. According to the 
Note the great Powers have dissociated them¬ 
selves from Bonn’s action and “ have also 
stated that they consider Israel’s demand for 
i such indemnities illegal.” 

I rr^ ft ^ r o qu0t l ng from British, French, and 
united States Notes, the Arab statement points 
j out that the Jews have not compensated the 


l persons deported from Germany by the Nazis 
then the Arab States reply that the bulk Qf 
) the Jewish immigration in Palestine in the years 
1919 to 1938 yeame, not from Germany, but 
from all parts of the world. The Jews arriving 
from Germany during the Nazi regime did not 
exceed 10 per cent, of the immigrants. Further¬ 
more, Bonn is agreeing to pay £350m., whereas 
the amount of the funds requested from the 
United Nations for a million Arabs is only 
£90m. J 

.The Arab League Note adds: The aim of 
the Arabs is to combat Israeli ambitions. 
Germany, by paying this sum, will give Israel 
the possibility of rearming and strengthening 
her predatory designs. If Germany desires to 
atone for past mistakes, she must do this by 
means that will not endanger the safety of the 
Arabs, who consider that this matter should 
be referred tp the United Nations. The Arabs 
will regard any hasty ratification of this agree¬ 
ment as a hostile measure, which, will do great 
harm to German-Arab friendship.” 
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MOCK BATTLE IN 
CANAL ZONE 

BRITISH EXERCISE 


TEST OF TRANSPORT 

AND SUPPLY 

From Our Special Correspondent 
. _ -' CANAL ZONE, Nov. 9 
British troops in Egypt have been 
fighting during the past week a battle be¬ 
tween the imaginary states of Shamal and 
Ganoub, in the waste of sand, rock, and 
mountain that lies south of the Cairo- 
Suez road. The exercise was on a divi¬ 
sional scale, and was the biggest held in 
the canal zone for a long time. , 

Shamal’s forces—the 3rd Division, 
commanded by Major-General N.' Poett 
—invaded its southern neighbour without 
warning at midnight on Monday. The 
objectives were two shrines in the deep 
south of Ganoub that were supposed to 
have been the subject of longstanding dis¬ 
pute. The defence of Ganoub was 
entrusted to the 1st Division (Major- 
General T. Brodie), strengthened by Royal 
Dragoons armoured cars. 

The 3rd Division had the advantage in 
armour—the 4th Royal Tank Regiment— 
and of the initiative. Ganoub, in its 
anxiety to appear unprovocative, had 
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stationed all its troops, except two training 
battalions of infantry, well back from the 
frontier. Gaubub’s Guards Brigade was' 
at the moment of invasion in the capital 
city for a coronation ceremony and' 
could pot be ready for battle before 24 
hours. 

INVADER’S PROBLEM 

General Poett's problem was to penetrate 1 
the mountains of northern Ganoub before 
the 1st Division had time to get set. Once 
in the southern plains his tanks could seize 
what they wanted. He concentrated his effort 
on the eastern pass, which was one of two 
major routes through the Jebel Ataqa. But 
the Ganoub cpnjmand in time of peace had 
anticipated this strategy on the part of a 
potential enemy by constructing at the southern 
outlet of the pass a strongly fortified post 
which could be quickly occupied on outbreak 
of war. The attack launched by the 3rd 
Division. against this post, the strength of 
which surprised them, was adjudged un- 
successful. General Poett immediately began 
switching his line of advance to the western 
Pass, moving two battalions under cover of 
darkness to effect a surprise. 

Meanwhile, however, General Brodie had 
got the 3rd Guards Brigade into the field on 
Wednesday morning. By tortuous routes he 


the rear. A night parachute drop on the 3rd 
DiwsiotTs lines of communication was ad¬ 
judged to have created confusion. 

On Friday morning General Poett appeared 
to be holding for the time being the threat to 
his rear and advanced forces, for the 3rd Divi¬ 
sion s armour and infantry had debouched into 
the plains of southern Ganoub, although not 
m very great strength. The 1st Division head¬ 
quarters were folding their tents and stealing 
away southwards, and General Brodie was 
thinking of moving one shrine southward, 

farther out of harm's way. On the other hand, 
General Brodie appeared to be'developing his 
attack on the enemy’s lines of communication 
I and threatening his advanced forces from the 
, flank. 

When the exercise ended last night it wa« 
difficult for an amateur to judge which army 
was in the more advantageous or the more 

parlous situation. 

WAR SIMULATED 

War conditions were simulated so far as 
possible. From a port in the Gulf of Suez, 
through which the 1st Division was supplied; 
the Royal Army Service Corps carried, as well 
as rations, * full weight of ammunition in the 
form of sand and water sufficient to provide a 
gallon daily to each man and vehicle. Two 
hundred men were evacuated by ambulance 
from the battlefield. The main value of the 
exercise is expected to lie in the lessons pro- 
v'ded on supply problems and in the test of 
; the British Army's transport in the rough going 
■ of the desert. A preliminary opinion was that 
the transport had stood up well. 

Flying over the operational zone in an 
, Auster your Correspondent observed that 
stationary trucks and tents of both divisions 
were well spaced out. U.nder their green 
• camouflage netting they must have been diffi¬ 
cult to distinguish from clumps of camel grass 
by high flying aircraft. 

All ranks joined enthusiastically in the exer¬ 
cise, which was a pleasant change from the 
confinement and routine of life in the perma- 
nent cafWps of the canal zone. The exercise 
was controlled by Lieutenant-General F. W. 
Festing, General Officer Commanding, British 
Troops in Egypt. A number of officers from 
the Egyptian Army were welcome guests and 
observers. __ 

EGYPTIAN DISMISSALS 

C*«o. Nov. 9. —Fifteen senior Government 
officials, including seven judges, have been 
dismissed under General Neguib's purge, a 
spokesman announced to-night after a Cabinet 
meeting. The Cabinet decided to set up a 
Ministry of “ National Direction ” to handle 
information, propaganda, the Press, radio, the 
theatre, the cinema, and tourism. The new 
department will be under the Minister of State, 
Fathy Rad wan. 

The Government, has decided to appoint a 
Ministerial committee to study agreements 
Wllb foreign petroleum companies.—heater. 
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MIDDLE EAST PROBLEMS 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir,—Mr. Bustani’s suggestion in your issue 
of Noyember 6 for,a round-table conference 
called with the United States and the Arab 
countries to deal with Middle East problems 
is one that should be followed up. Bui apart 
from, that there are things that we in Greal 
Britain can do by ourselves. We are ahead} 
dealing with one of them in our negotiations 
with Egypt over the Sudan. There is anothei 
equally vital, namely, our relations with Iraq 
Now that Persia is lost to the free world, Iraq 
is in the front line and the last most valuable 
repository of sterling oil in the Middle East. 

My own view is that no one among our¬ 
selves was at fault for what happened in 
Persia. I do not believe that even if the wise 
steps which you hint at in your leading article 
of October 29 had been taken it would have 
made the slightest difference to the result. 
Nationalism was out of hand long before 
those *issues were , in view. The same thing 
may happen in Iraq if we are not careful, It 
is true that there is there a party and a group 
of statesmen, led by one who had his training 
in the Ottoman Empire and consequent^ is 
realistic and not blindly emotional. But un¬ 
less we solve the question of our air bases in 
Iraq along the lines that we have offered to 
settle the canal zone with Egypt; the forces 
of realism will be undermined. This need nol 
be. In Egypt it required a military revolution 
to get an honest and realistic Government. 
In Iraq there is such a Government. So lei 
us be warned and act soon. 

As far as a round-table conference with the 
Arab States is concerned, the most vital 
problem is that of the Arab refugees from 
Palestine. This means finance and here we 
can reasonably expect the Arab world to dc 
something to help itself. It ought to abandon 
the demand for the return of. the Palestine 
refugees but insist, of course, on compensation 
from the Israeli Government. And it ought tc 
be able to find some of the finances for re¬ 
settlement from those Arab rulers who have 
benefited from oil royalties. However much 
the Arabs were wronged by the Zionists, it is 
time for them to show statesmanship. 

r Yours faithfully, • , ' 

^ , M. PHILIPS PRICE. 

House of Commons^ Nov. 6. 
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CAIRO DECISION DELAYED 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov. 10 

The Arab League political committee has 
adjourned until to-morrow its decision on 
Germany’s agreement to indemnify Israel for 
Jewish losses and sufferings under Hitler. 
General Neguib, the chairman, met Herr 
Pawelke, the German Ambassador to Egypt 
before the meeting; it appears that the 
expected message from the Federal Govern¬ 
ment had not arrived. 
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MR. CHURCHILL REAFFIRMS BRITISH 
POLICY 

RESOLVE TO STAND BY COMMITMENTS IN 
EGYPT 

Mr. Churchill, in a review of foreign affairs at the Lord Mayor’s 
banquet last night, said that Britain was anxious to help the new 
Government in Egypt; at the same time, she had no intention of being 
turned away from her international responsibility there. 

In Europe, there could be no defence of culture and freedom unless 
a new Germany played a strong and effective part. 

COOPERATION IN ^“12“ obvi h U d~'!iP rl L v ' m an agrKn,en { 
GREAT CAUSES w* 'SSTBuESSSi 

profoundly. ^ 

ASSURANCE TO GEN. 

EISENHOWER %£&&*£££ S?25&rMS 

Mr. Churchill, for the second time ai die instigation of the Wafd Party, led by 
as Prime Minister, attended the Lord Nahas^ Pasha. The Socialist Government 
Mayor’s banquet at Guildhall last night zone and'rSfed^hST^rOToktdMiraJSl 
and replied to the toast of " Her Majesty's They also put forward the statesmanlike con- 

The Lord Mayor, Sir Rupert De ia and Turkey should share with Egypt in the 
Bhre, M.P., presided over a distinguished K^nL^hffre^omrfSffaZ^TOt 
company of more than 700 guests, who way of the 8 Suez Canal, 
included representatives of the Diplomatic Wc continued the policy of out predecessors. 
Corps, the envoys of the Commonwealth, ”? n *i‘ h 7ch £? eT^aTS.oUoT 
and the judges in their robes. The scene was quelled. In July there was a revolution 

year was televised for the first time, was year5 ago, as a resuh of which a distinguished 
one of traditional splendour and colour. Egyptian soldier renowned for his nersnnal 
Mr. Churchill, whore speech was broadcast, SZ gc b“^e for the Um=°bemg Sirmally 
was mvHi a warm welcome. His arrival in a military dictator, 
received, was heralded by a^a'nfarel^He^wS NEW HOPE IN EGYPT 
applauded as he walked between the rows of I have visited Egypt at frequent intervals 

fhf Lort May« ,a an°d Udy^yo^s X', £tennTm ™ ’2 

with other civic dignitaries, were assembled 1 a .™ b “ und 10 say ,hat 1 fc " ™“ h 

on a raised dais. The Prime Minister was sympathy wuh the new hope aroused by 
again cheered when, with Mrs. Churchill, he General Neguib, that the shocking condition 
joined the Lord Mayor’s procession round the of the Egyptian peasantry under the corrupt 
a? U fh? hkE ‘Ski? ^ S11 T “P® of honour ™le o| former Egyptian Governments would 
“ fe * afl “ ‘ he °' Eer 8UCS|S were f 4 , dcB "“ ly improved. We are anxious to 

' PROMPT ACTION Hi SSn~&S Sk"w”JSli1 

Mr. Churehill said:- ,he j r fen' of view and we hope they will 

. , understand ours. 

When I came to your banquet a year Wc are not in Egypt for imperialistic motives 
ago our Government had only just been ? h r . s l‘ r ^ xkm e. ™ stcr > ?' advantage, but in 
formed and we had to face with a slender discharge what" ha? become an^imernaiional 
—and it might well have been precarious rather than a national British responsibility, 
-majority not only the partisanship of our dS£ Y^T^ed. to, 8 nt^darioTs 
our opponents, but a task, the full mag- may reach a happy conclusion, as they may 
nitude of which was becoming every day " el ! d ? lf onl > r fey arc inspired by a sense of 

— pi,i.. w, _ „,„ g JfLi sa SKfftStSi.'S fifSS 

ruptcy at an alarming rate. Only prompt, a " d , “fety not only of Egypt, but of the 
vigorous and unpopular action could gain who 0 anluolls area of > he Middle E* 5 '- 
us the breathing space necessary ro place TRIBUTE TO DR. WEIZMANN 
our affairs upon a sound foundation. There is another country i n the Middle East 

By severe exertions we have gained the which I must mention at this moment. Those 
breathing space, but it will require several of us who have been Zionists since the days 
years of sober and persevering govern- of the Balfour Declaration 35 years ago 
ment, to restore our financial and econo- know what a heavy loss Israel has sustained 
mtc strength without which our nation >n the death of its President, Dr. Chaim 
cannot play an effectual part, during this Weizmann. Here was a man whose fame and 
twentieth century of storm and tumult fidelity were respected throughout the free 
and terrible wars and in the midst of the whose son was killed fighting for us 

sss^’Ktftr’”SSSWv* 

.»! S’SkS.fSPS Sf “ ‘ *""* ■"*» 

modest pica that we have tried our best with I have dealt with these issues of the Middle 

:E"?‘if,”'«STs 

F. %,{“ v. “ SKs S SlKfi S SSS’S'SA'S 
sStfsris - MioBSlSfKiajssissf 

ass istsht afcSa “i~~ ss 

.henfkf ”r 

our ODDonents l Smv finkf.,Uv N -A.T.O. embraces all active, living move- 

sfsss ‘45r “ •» “ *>»- BSRffstr&rassrrsai! 

’ which I have always felt the hopes of a lasting 

AMERICAN ELECTION peac* reside. , J 

_ . .. The organization of N.A.T.O. does not 

To-night it is traditional for the Prime exclude the Mediterranean, which long ago 
Minister to speak about foreign affairs. «!'«■ by waters which flowed across the 
There has been an election lately in lhe United Atlantic Ocean, and here we are very glad 

ir r?" t “ t" ”? ■“*- s ssrM’sw&rwsr jskbs 

it tasS'painf^°tos«MTOnyof™ybSt munist'conrep^^oftoSSy' 1 ' 3 '"' ““ C ° m ' 
friends over there and comrades in war and I am very glad to remember the help I 
peace fighting one another with all the ardour £*?.instrumental in.winning for the Greeks 
which IS associated with party politics and dun . ng fe,JP** 1 'crisis ° f 'her fate m the 
democracy. Nothing like that could have I9 f ■ 1 . had the pleasure only the 

i happenedunder the Soviets or in iheir satellile °fe day of receiving the Prime Mmis'er 
; Stales. There all is presented with a glacial of . Turkey, and of learning from that tirong- 
dccorum. One party only is allowed, and Jh' ndad statesman of the fearless outlook of 
majorities are presented of 98 per cent. modern Turkey, and their readiness to play 
j wha, I always wonder at is how the remain- 5 J UU P®'' in 0UI general organization of 
ing 2 per cent arc persuaded to deny their “fence. 

'uvaand^n^dn^f'0wirSny h hfefa1u DEFENCE OF EUROPE 

, humbug? enforced by iron *“ r Y™"> Hitlcrism ’ ^ 

i Personally I must admit that, having had ?ysrem|fsiurhy P,r * ° Ur COmm °“ 

| el^tiSnT^ mJyb^y'“eU^TambZd h«C 

happens at P Brkkh ’and k Amer’ican'"? 8 | ,ha ' proccss is guilty mdermining the founda- 

SSiSSi&SSv® asatwsarasass 

fhem a', Sy rareThere was ore fhin^.TSf,'! Every addill 3" 10 lhe s,r ™»h of Nato in- 

gjigaagaF - 

I who tScihcr a^e wfS'nera ^ theZglX^ak-' H,m ou ^amou^Fore^' S,' *»“'<>«» 
mg world. Both the candidates were lhe strict L ainc. _\T: re i? ry A 1’ n , ony 

rem' fi Bot“rrere'wSrty P of l the l 'h1«h«t d t P dt h 'd’ was .* or 'his that General Eisenhower! 
of those forces m America which are so General Ridewav -a "i. 






That was why the Kremlin ordered the 
nginal aggression lo begin, and ihat was 

SiSa SfSteiTSssL 5fL»a! 


independent. What report should I make you 
the to-night ? Surely it is that we have gained 
'as both in strength and in purpose in the 12 
ely months that have pissed. Britain is loyal to 


iU ?m n ,hU e rra , S,n E s Ur 'l PC h,»e c T>’ an "> ns hie. we shall “"marS, forward 

' r ys bmn uuhaunted by danger, unwearied by toil, 
anxious t o bring the confiic ,n Korea to an The Lotto Mxyor, who proposed the toast 
ITiithin iRSS b «i,i I v i 10 kcep of “ Her Majesty’s Ministers," to which Mr. 

Thm u S il pa S 1 la f ls ’ l Churchill responded, said that in the City they 
A, wave 1 A JHZ if,, Si. - has VKK among the first to realize when things 
Ihhrnh k neve7 wonh-whhfdiinJ' -S, ?1 C wcrc going well or ill with the body politic m 
o nnrfhaee Ae f. ihe nrta if 8 ,i- J 1131 ls any cc )' n = r of the Commonwealth of Nations, 
if ESSh ha^Swiur fAffa P i d,sh »no ,, r. At this critical stage m our national affaire 
heIoless t Drisoners°of war°back < hv h GM^. n f s £ * ey , f '" jh?' her Majesty’s Ministers had a 

'■self, of 'WO millions of us own people. Tire toast of “ the late Lord Mavor and 

nSvE 7 rss^sshsrs 

rfffAfe, fi'“L a " d ,^'if,S, n fe,"° doub ‘ V A report on the Lord Mayor’s Show and 

toia?Ss^chl“.rei?piSi?d“w2° f pSmwa ,U “ aPP “' 0,1 
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Imperial and Foreign 

ECONOMIC CRISIS 
IN EGYPT 


PLAN TO AID SALE 
OF COTTON 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov. 12 

A new payments arrangement which 
the Finance Minister, Abdel Gelil el- 
Emary, has authorized, to encourage 
Egyptian foreign trade and particularly 
the sale of cotton, is another step in his 
campaign to ease the economic crisis 
which is unquestionably the most serious 
difficulty facing the present regime. 

The crisis arises primarily from the 
dearth of sterling and the failure to sell 
cotton to the sterling area. Britain’s 
advance release of £5ni. was a palliative, 
and Egypt looks to 1953 to overcome her 
currency difficulties. This depends to 
some extent on Britain buying large quan¬ 
tities of cotton. There is no sign of her 
doing so yet, though usually she comes 
into the Alexandria market now and is 
buying heavily by the New Year. Mean¬ 
while Egypt is compelled to maintain her 
restrictions on sterling, which has the 
quality of hard currency here. 

Dr. el-Emary is not only seeking to over¬ 
come the immediate crisis. He aims at a 
more balanced economy. Egypt has had an 
increasingly adverse trade balance since the 
war, one of the major causes being a steady 
rise in imports of cereals. The Government 
this year ordered increased acreage for cereals 
and less for cotton. 

COST OF LIVING 

It seems, however, that the domestic cam¬ 
paign against high costs of living, with the 
price cuts enforced by the Army, is running 
punter to the Finance Minister’s long-term 
plan. The price reductions are causing increas¬ 
ing consumption of food and other essentials, 
which will have to be made up by imports. 
The Minister of Supply has already said that 
vegetables can be grown on land allotted 
to cereals, which will presumably defeat, at 
least partly, the Finance Minister’s aim of 
reducing cereal imports. 

The campaign for lower living costs for the 
poorer classes was necessary, for they suffered 
from Wafd mismanagement, with its subse¬ 
quent inflation, but there are signs that the 
campaign is being put into effect without 
sufficient study. For example, imported butter 
was cut to a retail price less than the charge 
for Australian and New Zealand butter landed 
at Suez. Higher income groups are benefiting, 
though they could well have been left to await 
their turn until the primary foods of the poor 
had been dealt with. 

The new payments arrangement authorizes 
the importation of certain commodities against 
payment in Egyptian pounds in non-resident 
accounts in the name of the exporting country. 
Countries paying ordinarily in sterling for 
Egyptian goods can meet at least 50 per cent, 
of the cost in sterling, and the rest in Egypt’s 
non-resident account in France or in the 
importing country. Egypt would then be able 
to buy or sell with the respective balances 
in non-resident accounts. 

. Products which Egypt will permit her 
importers to buy in accordance with this 
arrangement include fish, meat, coffee, tea, 
fertilizers, tobacco, wood, paper, certain 
metals, raw materials, and industrial imple¬ 
ments. It is said that Denmark, Spain, 
Sweden, and Holland will be able to buy 
Egyptian cotton as a result of the scheme. 
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EGYPTIAN CRITICISM 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov. 12 

Mr. Churchill’s sympathetic references in the 
House of Commons to the new regime in 
Egypt have not been received with much grace 
by the Press here, which chides Britain, through 
him, for her belated public acknowledgment 
of the new era. The slowness of Britain’s 
praise for the regime is contrasted unfavour¬ 
ably with that of the United States. 

Acknowledging that Mr. Churchill showed 
sympathy for General Neguib’s struggle 
against poverty and corruption, Al Ahram 
comments that the condition in which Egypt 
found herself before the coup d’Etat “ was 
largely the work of foreign imperialism, which 
corrupts, sows hate, and divides in order to 
rule.’’ Both Al Ahram and Al Misri criticize 
Mr. Churchill’s references to Britain’s inter¬ 
national responsibilities in the canal zone. The 
former warns him that Britain must leave 
Egypt of her own will or be forced to do so, 
while the latter says it is for the United 
Nations, not Britain, to take responsibility for 
world security. 
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CATCHING WHALES BY 
SOUND 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
_ OSLO, Nov. 13 

Twenty-five whale-catchers which are to 
operate in the Antarctic during the coming 
season have been equipped with a new Nor¬ 
wegian invention based on the British Asdic 
system. The apparatus, which is mounted near 
the. bottom of the whale-catcher, produces a 
noise which it is said compels the whale to 
make for the surface and move away from the 
source of the noise in a straight line, thus 
making it easier to locate and kill. The noise 
cannot be detected by the human car. 


EGYPTIAN OFFICER’S 
VISIT TO SUDAN 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, Nov. 13 
Major Saleh Salim, one of the officers 
responsible for the Egyptian military coup 
a Elat, arrived in Khartoum from Cairo 
yesterday by air. The Egyptian Army in the 
Sudan said he was on holiday in the Sudan, 
which he had never visited, but it is under¬ 
stood that the real purpose of the visit is to 
have talks with Sudanese political leaders and 
to exchange views regarding the Sudan 
question. 

Last night Major Salim was entertained at 
dinner by Sayed Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi. 
It is understood that he will discuss Egypt’s 
proposals to Britain on the Sudan 
Constitution. 


GEN. ROBERTSON’S VISIT 
TO BEIRUT 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

„ BEIRUT, Nov. 13 

General Sir Brian Robertson, Commander- 
in-Chief, Middle East Land Forces, is visiting 
the Lebanon on what is described as a good¬ 
will visit, and had luncheon to-day with the 
President. He called on the Prime Minister, 
Foreign Minister, and the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Lebanese Army. To-morrow he 
will motor to Damascus, visiting Baalbek en 
route. A small demonstration of 25 youths was 
staged outside the British Embassy this morn¬ 
ing, when stones were thrown and a window 
was. broken. The youths quickly scattered, and 
no arrests were made. Although there was 
no shouting or slogans, it is thought that the 
demonstration was against the appearance of 
General Robertson in Beirut. 


AUSTRIAN AVALANCHES 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

^ VIENNA, Nov. 13 

The avalanches which have been prevalent 
in the Austrian Alps during the past week 
have claimed their first victims. Three men 
have been buried under snow and rescuers 
have failed to find them. 

Vienna, Nov. 13.—A 14-man rescue team 
to-day saved the three men and a woman 
who had been trapped for two days in a snow¬ 
bound hut on Mount Samserloch.— 
Associated Press. 


MURREN SNOWBOUND 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

GENEVA, Nov. 13 

Miirren has been isolated by the recent 
snowfalls, which have interrupted the funicu¬ 
lar railway, its only link with the valley. 
The snow at Miirren is more than five feet 
deep, and the paths leading down to the valley j 
are_ impassable because of the danger of I 
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EGYPTIAN IMPORTS 
OF FOOD 


USE OF RESERVE FUNDS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov. 13 

The presidency of the Council of 
Ministers has announced a decree law 
empowering the Government to draw on 
reserve funds up to £E35m. for the pur¬ 
chase of food. This breaks the back of 
the Finance Minister’s neatly balanced 
budgetary estimates of £E206m. and 
makes it possible for the Government to 
wipe out his savings of £E25m., compared 
with last year’s abnormally high expendi¬ 
ture. 

In effect, the decree acknowledges that the 
campaign against the cost of living, conducted 
by the Army and police, has increased con¬ 
sumption to a poini where real scarcities maj 
develop unless the Ministry of Supply is able 
to buy from abroad. It demonstrates further 
that the campaign has wrecked the Finance 
Minister’s plan to secure a more balanced 
economy by cutting food imports, in conjunc¬ 
tion with increased prospects of income from 
cotton exports. 

The Finance Minister, Abdel Gelil el-Emary, 
is reported to be indisposed; he was absent 
from the Cabinet meeting yesterday and from 
his office to-day. His indisposition may well 
have been caused by a decision which arises 
from a policy against which he had issued 
warnings, and which intensifies the difficulty 
he faces in attempting to restore the country’s 
foreign trade balance. Without counting pur¬ 
chases of gold, Egvpt had an adverse trade 
balance of nearly £40m. in the past financial 
year. 

The Minister of Supply, Farid Anroun, 
submitted his resignation two days ago because, 
it is believed, the Finance Ministry opposed 
the permission to draw on reserves for food 
imports. Farid Antoun was persuaded to 
withdraw his resignation, and this, in con¬ 
junction with the decree, suggests that the 
price cutting policy has been endorsed. 
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LEGAL POSITION OF 
GEN. NEGUIB 


PROTECTIVE DECREE 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov. 14 

The Council of Ministers has issued a 
decree providing that all actions of 
General Neguib as Commander-in-Chief, 
from the time of the coup d’Etat until 
January 23 next, shall be considered acts 
of sovereign right, to give legal form to the 
Army revolt. 

An explanatory note refers to the fact that 
the Army was compelled to go beyond the 
law in overthrowing tyranny and corruption, 
but as the country is still under the Army’s 
authority it is not clear how the new decree 

f ives added protection. Presumably it derives 
rom the semi-civil structure of the Govern¬ 
ment, a/id the Army’s attempt to work as much 
as possible through civil agencies. 

Its particular purpose will be to protect 
General Neguib and his associates against 
court actions, particularly as' regards the 
Council of State, where the constitutional 
validity of recent decrees can be challenged. 
It is known that Wafd lawyers intended to 
challenge the validity of some aspects of the 
new law on political parties, in defending 
Mustapha Nahas’s right to be honorary presi¬ 
dent of the party. Certain politicians detained 
since early in August had also filed actions 
against their imprisonment, before the Council 
of State, and Abdel Razek al Sanhoury, its 
president, has been insisting that he should 
hear them, which would mean challenging the 
authority of the present regime. 

The British Embassy has noy received the 
comments of her Majesty’s Government on 
the Egyptian proposals for the future 
of the Sudan. The comments are the 
fruits of a study involving Khartoum, 
Cairo, and London, and it is understood that 
they accept the Egyptian plan as the basis for 
a settlement. Naturally, those points which 
will be the subject of the forthcoming discus¬ 
sions with the Egyptian Government will not 
be divulged at this stage, but they can easily 
be deduced from the text of the Egyptian 
Note. They concern the Governor-General’s 
powers and the arrangements for elections 
The next stage will be the arrival here of a 
Sudan Government official, who will probably 
be a legal representative and whose advice wifi 
be available to Egypt if she desires it. 
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A new Bight deck arrangement for 
aircraft-carriers has been devised by I 
the Royal Navy and the Ministry) 
of Supply so that the most modem) 
machines can land more rapidly and| 
with greater safety, (p. 6) 1 

The provision of production and market¬ 
ing boards for all the main products of| 
British agriculture was urged at an| 
informal conference of agriculturists 
London yesterday, (p. 3) 

Criticism was expressed yesterday, at the| 
conclusion of the autumn session of the) 
Church Assembly, of ne 

S nsion for the clergy 
pendents, (p. 3) 

POLITICS 

In the House of Commons yesterday the| 
Colonial Loans Bill was re ' 
time. (p. 9) 


| people that the revolution has now a legal 
basis although the means by which it was 
) effected stand outside the constitution 
itself and the ordinary law of the land. 
I Acts of State which until now have 
enjoyed only the sanction of military force 
"re henceforward to rank as decisions ol 
sovereign authority. 

Developments in Egypt must neverthe- 
jss be welcomed with caution. General 
| Neguib and his colleagues are patriotic, 


HOPE FOR EXPORTS 

After six months in which not only t! 
volume but even the monetary value of) 
British exports had manifestly b> 

showing a rather more than seasonal 
crease in exports during that month, h; 
brought a long-deferred ray of hope, 
ay be too early to be confident 1 
moral reports from industry, coupled) 
with increased activity in the textilt 
slightly rising production in some other| 
export industries, and the welcomt 
sion of steel supplies, make it just 
to believe that the retreat has becn| 

Calculations published by the 
Trade to-day indicate that in the second) 
and third quarters of this year the volume 


I — onl >' P ar1 the equipment which they 
need to make the Egyptian revolution the 
power for good that it ought to be. They 

I need experience in civil administration. 
They need patience with the ordinary pro¬ 
cesses of law. The failure of some of 
their experiments—the attempt to lower 
food prices by decree supported by force 
l “ ‘esulled in a shortage which must be 
good by endangering the Budget 

|-ates—may persuade them to temper 

| haste with prudence. Now that their 
arrive acts have been declared 
ireign and unchallengeable, they will in 
need all the more critical vigilance 


nufactures that si 


William Temple College 

. ,ot * esst °f *e dangers against which 
Christians must guard is that temptation 
to a pietistic withdrawal from the world 
and all its concerns which has always 
afflicted the Church when it has found 
itself in a hostile social climate. The truth 
of a religion cannot, of course, be deter¬ 
mined solely by its influence as a “ social 
force.” But a religion which makes the 
sweeping claims of Christianity may be 
expected to have some distinctive contri¬ 
bution to make to the direction of secular 
affairs. The decision of the Governors 
of William Temple College—about which 
appears in another column—to 


Though shortage of steel and tht 
peting claims of rearmament hav 
tainly played their part in rest 
exports of heavy engineering products, for) 
which the demand has continued to i 
the supply, the main reason for t! 
in exports at large is to be found 
shrinkage of export markets. The abrupt| 
closure of Commonwealth markets ir 
particular was a disaster of a kind whict 
had not before overtaken British industry) 
since the war. But adversity 1 
Faced by the severe reduction of their) 
customary outlets in the Commonwea 
countries of the sterling area, exporters: 
about finding substitutes. And they found) 
them in surprisingly large measure—often 
in countries where from the point of vi 
of the balance of payments sales w. 
of much greater immediate value than i 
sales which they replaced. Exports 
Canada and the United States have gro 
steadily, until in October, in spite of the) 
fact that these markets were if anything 
more heavily competitive than at any time 
since the war, the total value of exports 
to the North American dollar area 
reached a record figure for many months.| 
Indeed, exports to the non-sl 
countries in general in the second ant 
quarters of this year, in spite of the) 
seasonal lull of the holiday months, were) 

This experience has been an object| 
lesson in the possibility of finding new 
markets in the hard-currency areas if 
necessity drives. So far as can be seen, 
these new markets are proving depend¬ 
able. Now there is some prospect that 
the sterling markets may be to some extent 
reopened before long. Australia has just 

| quotas for imports from this and other) 
sterling countries early next year, 
there are signs of similar steps being 
sidered in other countries. If the countries) 

imports, nothing could be more welec 
It will be hoped that, if the sterling ; 

British exporters entirely from the new) 
markets that they have cultivated 


make training for “Christian 
leadership" in industry and the instruc¬ 
tion of social workers in theology its prin¬ 
cipal aims is therefore in keeping with the 
needs of the time. The fact that it is 
open to all denominations and that even 
non-Christians are welcomed at its courses 
also shows the realism and breadth of 

unity, like other kinds of unity, is far 
more likely to result from the unself- 
conscious pursuit of common interests and 
objects than from the delil 


There 




trade to both sterli 

countries alike. The ideal is neither the 
easy reliance on sheltered and inflated) 
sterling markets that 

ago nor the extreme pressure to find other| 
markets that has characterized this year, 
but a balanced and expanding trade with] 
both. Of that there is now, for the first 
time since the crisis of last year, a glimmer 
of hope. 


lurageou 
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n sake. 


There could perhaps I 
instance of the extraordinary influence of 
the man whose name the college bears 
than the fact that this venture, so much in 
line with the causes for which Archbishop 
Temple spent his life in striving, to-day 
commands the good will of industrialists 
and men of affairs as well as of the Church. 

provoked only a few years ago by the sug¬ 
gestion that economic and industrial 
policies might properly be judged by 
Christian standards. Those who, like 
Morris and Ruskin in the last century, 
contended that ethics might have some¬ 
thing to do with economics sowed the 
seeds of a revolution in opinion. None 
the less, it took years of undaunted and 
defatigable labour by William Temple 
id other pioneers of twentieth-century 
hristian social thought to bring their 
ork to fruition. These men had to con- 
nd not only with the conviction, firmly 
implanted by the classical economists, that 


the p' 


o with the r 


f indusi 




alist left 

to believe that Christians might be 
seriously interested in improving society, 

that social theory was a dangerous dis¬ 
traction from theology. They won a 
three-fold victory, but a victory which 
be exploited with discretion as 


well as 


lergy. 


say that Christian 
theology has a direct bearing on the pro¬ 
blems of industry and public administra¬ 
tion ; it is another to imply that righteous 

experience. To harness specialized know¬ 
ledge to a Christian view of the social 
order, and in so doing to discourage pious 
generalities with the rigour which William 
Temple himself reserved for them, must 
be the college's constant purpose. 


Lives of Great Men 


A Revolution Legalized 

The latest decree of the Egyptian 
Council of Ministers does not add to 
General Neguib's powers. Nor does it 
necessarily make him the kind of dictator 

that Kemal AtatOrk became. Its object 

taken by General Neguib and his 
colleagues since the coup cTEtat of July 23 

actions from being challenged in the 
courts of law as unconstitutional or illegal. 
This protection is temporary and expires 

It is natural to ask why the decree is 
wanted when General Neguib and the 
Army junta seem to be firmly entrenched. 
The answer lies in the simple fact that 
the General and his colleagues are 
soldiers, not lawyers, and their impatience 
of legal processes has given a handle to 
their opponents. The Wafdists. supported 
by their extensive legal talent, have already 
shown signs of challenging the validity 
of some of the new laws before the Council 
j of State, Egypt’s supreme legal authority. 
The decree is no doubt intended, 
first of all, to block any such move. 
! Beyond that there must be other con¬ 
stitutionally minded Egyptians who are 

which General Neguib has acted. The 
Egyptian people as a whole have 
indeed welcomed General Neouib's 
practice of cutting through departmental 
red tape where it threatens to obstruct such 
measures as the redistribution of land and 
the suppression of corruption. Even so, 
although they understand and probably 
endorse the use of martial law to promote 
the social and economic reforms which 
the country needs, many of them know 
that' the regime cannot for ever 
depend on the bayonets of the Army. 
No doubt one of the broader objects of 
the new decree is to assure the Egyptian 


The mixed reception given in the last 
few days to lives of Lord Baldwin and 

ventions of biography have changed. 
These two statesmen, so recently in office, 
are candidly portrayed in books which in 
turn give rise to stocktakings of their 
reputations in the Press. There is much 
to be said for this method, since it faces 
the biographer with criticism from a 
reading public that remembers his subject 
Earlier statesmen had to wait longer, and 
in some cases they are still waiting. 
Salisbury and Joseph Chamberlain (im¬ 
patient though he was in his life to get 
things done) have so far been left by their 
official historians in mid-career. Others, 
who were dealt with at length and at 
leisure, remain entombed on shelves that 
are as a rule raided only by the seeker 
after knowledge. 

Victoria had ten Prime Ministers, 
three of whom survive in famous works 
of reference. The general reader remem¬ 
bers, without effort, the names of the 
biographers of Disraeli and Gladstone 
and, less promptly, of Rosebery. After 
that he may recall Guedalla’s Palmer¬ 
ston, but then, unless he is more than an 
average browser, he pauses. Lord David 
Cecil sketched the young Melbourne 
charmingly, he will say, but who has done 
the full-length painting of that fascinating 
figure and where, in the index of authors, 
are the life stories of Peel and Russell 
of Derby and Aberdeen to be found ? 
Such unawareness may be shocking, but 
it is none the less common. The slighted 
writers—or their shades—can, at least, 
comfort themselves by reflecting that their 
more quickly moving successors will last 
no longer than they did in popularity. 

A well-written life, as Carlyle 
remarked, is almost as rare as a well-lived 
one and only good writing keeps a book 
alive. Reduction in length, greater free¬ 
dom in disclosure, feline touches, tricks 
borrowed from the novelist have all given 




A Revolution Legalized. 

The Times (London, England),Saturday, Nov 15, 1952; pg. 7; Issue 52470. 
Category: Editorials/Leaders 


Gale Document Number:CS 117919599 


2 



TALKS ON SUDAN 


PREPARING BRITISH 
REPLY TO EGYPT 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov. 16 

Sir James Robertson and Mr. J. G. 
Mavrogordato, the Civil Secretary and 
the legal adviser of the Stidan Govern¬ 
ment, who arrived in Cairo on Saturday 
night, have begun their examination of 
the Egyptian Government’s proposals 
with Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British 
Ambassador, after a courtesy call at the 
Presidency, where they signed their 
names, but did not see General Neguib. 
They will be in Cairo for a few days, and 
in this period are expected to conclude the 
London-Cairo-Khartoum consultations 
and enable Sir Ralph Stevenson to begin 
formal conversations with General 
Neguib towards the end of this week or 
early next week. 

The Foreign Office has already laid down 
the broad lines of the British reply, and it 
js unlikely that there will need to be much 
more consultation with London on the prac¬ 
tical points on which Sir James Robertson 
and Mr. Mavrogordato will consult with the 
Ambassador. To a large degree, the outstand¬ 
ing points which he will need to discuss with 
the Egyptian Prime Minister concern the prac¬ 
ticability of various proposals, and Sir James 
Robertson's visit saves the time that would 
be taken by a telegraphic debate on such 
matters, about which Khartoum is best able 
to advise. The Sudan administrators will,, 
after all. bear the main burden of executing 
any agreed scheme.— Reuter. \ 
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CHOICE BEFORE 
THE SUDAN 


NEED FOR CAREFUL 
DELIBERATION 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—General Neguib, by the refreshing 
contrast between bis personality and 
methods and those of his predecessors, 
seems to have so captured the good 
opinion of the British Press and public that 
neither seem in the mood to scrutinize his, 
recent memorandum on the Sudan with! 
the care that our responsibilities for thati 
country require. 

. contains some proposals which mighti 
imperil the plans for the orderly and effective : 
attainment of self-government which have been I 
so carefully worked out between the British' 
staff and the Sudanese Ministers and Assembly,! 
and postpone to an uncertain date the long! 
promised elections which were about to begin.i 

It is not possible here to work through the 
document in detail. But there are four points! 
that surely must be questioned. First, the' 
erection of a new seven-member “ neutral ” 
commission under Indian or Pakistani chair-! 
manship, itself subject to an Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment veto, would reduce the Governor-1 
General’s position to one of paralysis at the 
most hazardous moments of constitutional! 
suspense and transfer. The removal of all 
British along with Egyptian troops one yeari 
before the election of the constitutional 
assembly would complete the security vacuum.! 
Secondly, the Sudanization committee is so 
designed as to hold out the threat of an omni¬ 
bus dismissal of all British staff within three 
years, in conditions which might lead to their 
still earlier voluntary disappearance. Thirdly, 
while the constituent assembly is specifically 
free to vote for unity with Egypt, it is to be 
denied in advance the freedom to choose any 
form of association with Britain or the 
Commonwealth. Fourthly, the safeguards 
under which the Southern Sudanese agreed to 
accept a unified constitution have been deleted. 

Admittedly General Neguib, for his part,.has 
abandoned Egypt’s claim to sovereignty, and 
offered the Sudan his friendship. For the 
Sudanese these gains are great. But so is the 
price to be paid for them, and it may be that, 
this has not yet been fully calculated by them. 
It may prove no less than the elimination or 
emasculation of that executive power which 
has guided their development for 55 years at 
the very moment when full nationhood is 
within their grasp, but divided from them by 
two or three years which may be the most 
difficult and fateful of their history. For the 
processes of the transfer of power a frame¬ 
work of order and an atmosphere of confidence 
are necessary, with a rational and gradual with- 1 
drawal of British staff which will do justice to 
both sides and guard the country’s administra¬ 
tion and economy from sudden dislocation or 
decline. 

The implied reason for these very question-! 
able proposals is, of course, that the Governor-, 
General and his staff cannot be trusted to carry 
out the British Government's promises with 
impartiality and honesty. 1 doubt whether any 
of those Sudanese who have been working in 
daily partnership with their British colleagues 
during the last few years of rapid constitutional 
development really feel this doubt. Let them 
remember that Britain has a strong—from the 
point of view of the Sudan, perhaps, almost 
too strong—interest in achieving a harmonious 
military settlement with Egypt. Let them also 
remember that there is in Britain a warm 
appreciation of their character and of their 
aspirations for independence. But we are 
also hopeful, in view of the many strands of 
cooperation and friendship that have been 
woven between our two countries during the 
last half century, that we may keep intact all of 
these which are compatible with the independ¬ 
ence of the Sudan. 

The decision rests with the Sudanese: it is 
imperative that they should realize that the 
initiative in this matter now lies with them and 
not with us. It would be tragic if through the 
silence -of our Government, mute in an excess 
of official correctitude, the Sudanese leaders: 
failed in the next decisive weeks not only to! 
detect the real administrative significance of 
some of the proposals before them but also the 
desire of the British, based both on interest and 
sentiment, for neither of which there is any 
reason to apologize, to retain the many links 
which hind us. Once these are cut; it may be 
impossible ever to restore them. 


Yours faithfully, 

^ MARGERY PERHAM. 

Nuffield College, Oxford. 
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ARAB DELEGATES’ TALKS 


ISRAEL ACCUSED OF TRUCE 

VIOLATIONS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

AMMAN, Nov. 17 

Armistice delegates from the Lebanon/ 
Syria, and Egypt, who arrived in Amman 
yesterday for a conference called by the 
Jordan Government to discuss alleged viola¬ 
tions of the truce by Israel, held their first 
meeting this morning, under the chairman-! 
ship oi the chief Jordanian delegate, Anwar 1 
Nuseibeh, the Defence Minister. | 

He said the meeting expressed a sense of 
the necessity of creating united action “to 
oppose a mutual peril and to safeguard 
mutual national aims and interests.” Their 
aims could be achieved only by complete 1 
cooperation between Arab countries. 

The Minister declared that the growing 
Zionist danger was threatening those coun¬ 
tries, and had produced a permanent evil that 
should be checked. That evil was based on 
hatred of Islam and of Christianity. He 
ended by calling on the delegates to take 
resolutions leading to effective results. 
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CAIRO EXPECTS 
CHANGES 


EASING BURDEN ON 
GEN. NEGUIB 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov. 17 

Inquiries tend to confirm reports 
appearing in Cairo newspapers that a 
reorganization of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment is expected soon. Indications of 
pending changes given last Friday by 
Akhbar el-Yom are taken up with greater 
precision by other newspapers. 

Rose el-Youssef, the editor of which, 
Ehsan el-Kaddous, has been close to the 
Army movement for some years, 
now expresses the general belief that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gamel Abdel Nasser 
is the second man in the country after 
General Neguib. It continues: “The 
obligations which General Neguib must 
fulfil have increased in such a way that 
it has become necessary for a second man 
to share the burden and bear responsi¬ 
bility before the people.” The newspaper 
adds that Colonel Nasser, in spite of his 
denials, was the engineer of the Army 
movement, possesses extreme patience, 
coolness, and intelligence, and enjoys the 
confidence of Army officers. 

PRIME MINISTER’S BURDEN 

This report runs counter to the former 
junta policy, which was to retain the 
anonymity of the officers behind General 
Neguib in order to prevent jealousies and 
ambitions, but there is no doubt that the 
! burden on General Neguib is too great 
I to be borne indefinitely. He is Prime 
: Minister, acting Foreign Minister, and 
I Commander-in-Chief, and in addition to 
, his official work he is giving the country 
ia kind of ideological leadership, the core 
: of which is unity based on moderation and 
i tolerance. 

This involves him in constant visits to 
minority religious groups, such as yester¬ 
day’s call on the Armenian Patriarch. It 
would therefore not be surprising if 
Colonel Nasser were brought forward to 
take publicly the position he already 
enjoys in the Army movement and ease the 
: strain on General Neguib. 

The report in Al Misri probably refers to 
j something else—the introduction of new 
Ministers early in December. It is not said 
I whether this means dropping some present 
Ministers. There are still some peculiarities 
| in the present Government. For example, 

I Fathy Radwan, the Minister of State, who has 
been chosen to head the new Ministry of 
j National Orientation, the vague purpose of 
which covers a wide propaganda field from 
I tourism to national culture, is leader of the 
I neo-Nationalist Party. He is quoted by Rose 
el-Youssef to-day as having told his party that 
i its policy is based on complete and immediate 
evacuation and total neutrality. 

General Neguib has carefully avoided 
making any policy statement regarding 
neutrality and, though he certainly stands for 
prompt evacuation, one wonders whether he 
would subscribe to his Minister’s “ immedi¬ 
ate ” if that implies methods as Impracticable 
as some demanded by previous Egyptian 
Governments. 


EXAMPLE OF BRITAIN 

General Neguib laid the foundation-stone 
of the new Egyptian broadcasting building 
yesterday. According to the Arab news agency, 
he urged Egyptians to live abstemiously and 
cited Britain as an example of economic 
restraint. “ In spite of the crisis through 
which Britain has passed, she has emerged 
safely,’ he said. 

General Neguib is also reported to have 
said that he was tired and that he would be 
willing to lay down office, and cooperate with 
: anyone who wished to work for the good 
or Egypt. At this there were enthusiastic cries 
from the crowd of “ No, no ! ” 
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DISHARMONY IN 
EGYPT 


RUMOURS OF CHANGES 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov. 18 

Rumours of a grave Cabinet crisis which, 
were rife in Cairo to-day were apparently 
touched off by the noticeable asperity 
m some of General Neguib's remarks 
yesterday at the foundation-stone laying 
ceremony for the new broadcasting 
station. In particular, his rather irritated 
remark that he was prepared to hand over 
power and to collaborate with anyone 
willing to work for Egypt has occasioned 
much comment. 

Opponents of the regime are doubtless 
encouraging rumours which are likely to pro¬ 
mote instability, but when your Correspond¬ 
ent met General Neguib at the Presidency to¬ 
day he spoke of the future in terms which 
meant his continued leadership. 

There are two aspects of Egyptian Govem- 
tuept which give rise to suggestions of pos¬ 
sible changes. The first is the conflict between 
Abdel Gelil el Emary, Minister of Finance, and 
Farid Antoun, Minister of Supply, but this 
apparently has been regulated by an arrange¬ 
ment made yesterday for coordination of 
policies in the economic field. 

TALK OF DISMISSALS 

The second aspect is the membership of the 
new Nationalist Party of three Cabinet mem¬ 
bers, one of whom, Fathy Radwan, is the 
party’s president. There is a growing sense of 
disharmony in the regime arising largely from 
the party attitude of these Cabinet members, 
and there have been rumours of their dismissals 
and their resignations, although Fathy Rad¬ 
wan has just been given the portfolio of 
National Orientation. 

Unquestionably some newspapers are being 
mischievous and even disruptive behind super¬ 
ficial support of the new regime’s policies, and 
it was one false report likely to damage inter¬ 
national confidence by suggesting that Egypt 
was turning towards a reactionary Islamic con¬ 
stitution that was the immediate cause of 
General Neguib’s irritation yesterday. 

Mischief-makers are not passing unnoticed 
by the Army leaders. Some of this veiled 
opposition springs from the Wafd, which is 
fighting a last-ditch battle for its existence, and 
from certain elements in the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood dissatisfied at the toleration and inter¬ 
national cooperation which lies at the core of 
the policy, of General Neguib. 

ARMY FEELING 

But the members of the military junta are 
coming snore into the open. One might con¬ 
clude that the present situation is another 
phase in the evolution of the Army movement. 
Nevertheless, within the .Army there is a feel- ,, 
ing that the policy of international coopera¬ 
tion which it is trying to develop has brought 
no tangible benefits from the western Powers 
or, at least, such benefits as are obtained are 
hedged about with petty conditions. 

It is said that Britain haggles over trivialities, 
that some British statements have been ill- 
timed and have caused trouble to the move¬ 
ment ; and that the United States has been at 
the back of the agreement which the Federal 
Republic of Germany signed with Israel for 
reparations to Israel. All these developments, 
according to the argument, strengthen the 
reactionary opposition and the Army would 
like to see more positive indications of the 
support which leading western statesmen like 
Mr. Churchill have voiced for the efforts of 
General Neguib and the regime. 
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TALKS ON SUDAN IN 
CAIRO 


SIR J. ROBERTSON SEES 
GEN. NEGUIB 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov. 19 

Sir James Robertson, Civil Secretary to 
the Sudan Government, was received by 
General Neguib at the Presidency this 
afternoon, at the Prime Minister’s request 
They discussed the Sudan question, and 
General Neguib told the Press later that 
there was agreement on principles by all 
parties concerned, but details remained 
to be discussed. 

He added that Egypt insisted on the 
terms of her agreement with Sudanese 
leaders as a minimum, and that others 
could settle their differences in their own 
way. The exact meaning of the last 
remark is not clear, but his reference to 
minimum, terms, if it is to be taken at its 
face value, is not in keeping with the 
earlier understanding that there was room 
for discussion of details. 

EGYPTIAN ATTITUDE 

General Neguib’s statement is the first 
indication of rigidity in the Egyptian position 
since the recent Note was submitted to the 
British Ambassador, but to-day’s talks with 
Sir James Robertson, while ranging oyer the 
Sudan problem, were not to be construed as 
negotiations. The Civil Secretary will prob¬ 
ably leave for Khartoum on Friday, and the 
British Ambassador will begin discussions with 
General Neguib to-morrow. These dis¬ 
cussions are based on agreement in principle 
on all major issues, but some of the detailed 
Egyptian proposals seem incapable of 
execution. 

Speaking in Khartoum to-day, Major Salah 
Salem said that Egypt considered the demands 
she had advanced were the minimum the 
Sudanese were claiming, and she would not 
agree to bargain over them. Major Salem, 
who has taken a leading part in negotiations 
with Sudanese parties in Cairo, was addressing 
a Press conference. He said that, if Britain 
rejected the Egyptian proposals, Egypt would 
call on all the Sudanese parties to boycott 
any British scheme. According to his informa¬ 
tion, the Sudanese parties were adhering to the 
agreement they had reached with Egypt. i 
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PROGRESS IN TALKS 
ON SUDAN 


SIR R. STEVENSON SEES 
GENERAL NEGUIB 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov. 20 

The British Ambassador, Sir Ralph 
Stevenson, to-day opened formal discus- j 
sions with General Neguib on the Egyptian 
proposals for a Sudan settlement. The, 
meeting, which took place at the Presi- ■ 
dency, lasted an hour and a half, giving 
time for a broad survey, in the course of 
which it became clear that the hardening 
of the Egyptian attitude which was notice¬ 
able yesterday has in fact occurred. 

The Ambassador did not present a written I 
reply from Britain, but he suggested verbally 1 
steps which both countries could take, by 
agreement, to reach a general settlement. It is 
evident that these meant, at the outset, joint, 
acceptance of the statement on self-govern- ! 
ment, self-determination, and an electoral com¬ 
mission so that a foundation could be laid for 
the holding of elections and the formation of 
a Sudan Parliament. 

Equally clearly, agreement is essential on 
the proposal for the Govemor-Generars advi¬ 
sory commission, which is the security that 
Egypt requires for the interim period preceding 
Sudanese self-determination. It is this com¬ 
mission which provides the most serious sub¬ 
ject for debate. Egypt had undoubtedly given 
Britain the idea that .a preliminary agreement 
of this nature was an acceptable course of 
procedure, but, as yesterday’s statements by 
General Neguib and Major Salah Salem in¬ 
sisted that the Egyptian proposals represented 
the minimum demands, it is clear that ihe 
initial arguments are likely to be more difficult 
than was originally expected. 

The Ambassador and General Neguib will 
meet again next Monday. . 
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MR. MENZIES’S JOURNEY 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CANBERRA, Nov. 22 

Mr. Menzies, the Prime Minister, left here 
to-day for Sydney on his way to the United 
States and London to attend the Common¬ 
wealth economic conference. He was pale and 
still showed the effects of his recent illness. 


egyptiaN-sudanese 

NEGOTIATIONS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov, 21 

Major Salah Salem, who took a prominent 
part in the Cairo negotiations which resulted 
in agreement between Egypt and. the Sudanese 
independence movement, cut short his Sudan 
tour and flew back to Cairo to-day. He had 
completed his political talks in Khartoum and 
was due to leave on a tour of Southern Sudan. 
It is evident that of the Army Committee he 
is one of two specializing on the Sudan ques¬ 
tion and his return must be connected with 
the talks between the British Ambassador and 
General Neguib. 

Sir iamcs Robertson, the Civil Secretary, 
and Mr, J. G. Mavrogordato, legal adviser to 
the Sudan Government, are flying to 1 
Khartoum from Cairo to-night. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL NEWS 


JURISDICTION OF THE BISHOP 

IN EGYPT 

In view of the amalgamation of Tripolitania 
and Cyrenaica in the one political state of 
Libya, the Archbishop of Canterbury, with 
the concurrence of the Bishops in North Africa 
and Egypt, has approved that Tripolitania and 
Cyrenaica shall be under the spiritual juris¬ 
diction of the Bishop in Egypt. 

The Rev. E. M. Hughes, vicar of Woodnes- 
borough, Kent, has been appointed Warden of 
St. Peter’s Theological College, Kingston, 
Jamaica, in succession to Canon D. S. Curry, 
who is to resign at Easter. 


APPOINTMENTS 

The Rev. E. Prescott-Decie. curate of Broadstair*. 
to be vicar of Preston-next-Faversham. 

The Rev. e. W. Harrison, assistant missioner of St. 
Saviour's College, diocese of Southwark, to be vicar of 
North Hatley, diocese of Quebec. 

DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTH 

The Right Rev: a. L. Kitching ; the Rev. J. D. Beloe. 
vicar of The Holy Spirit. Southsea ; and the Rev. n H 
Stubbs, vicar of Soberton, to be honorary canons of 
Portsmouth Cathedral. 

The Rev. a. D, Somerset-Ward to be rural dean of 
Petersflcid. 

The Rev. H. E. Hazell, vicar of Hambledon. to be 
diocesan adviser to Pre-Service Units Tor the Mainland 


RESIGNATIONS 


DIOCESE OF ELY 

Canon O. G. Bolton, rector of Fowlmcre. 

The Rev. g. F. S. Gray, vicar of Bottisham. on his 
appointment to St. Augustine’s College. Canterbury 
The Rev. J. W. Harford, rector of Tydd St, Giles. 


DIOCESE OF TRURO 
The Rev. D. E. Graves, vicar of Tywardreath. 
Canon Edward Roberts, vicar of St. Austell. 
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ARMY RIVALRY IN 
INDONESIA 

Jakarta, Nov. 24.—Forces opposed to the 
Defence Ministry yesterday seized control of 
Indonesia’s second army division in South 
Sumatra, making the third army coup in a 
I month, a Government statement said here to¬ 
day. This left the Defence Ministry in control 
of only four of the republic’s seven army divi¬ 
sions. 

The Government statement gave no details, 
but authoritative reports said that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Kretarto had deposed Lieutenant- 
Colonel Kosasih as commander of the divi¬ 
sion .—Associated Press. 

KING IDRIS LEAVES ON 
VISIT TO EGYPT 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

TRIPOLI, Nov. 24 

King Idris left Tripoli this afternoon by car 
for Cyrenaica on the first stage of a journey 
to the Egyptian border where the King will 
board a special Egyptian train for Cairo for 
a 10-day official visit. 
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MORE PROGRESS IN 
SUDAN TALKS 


EGYPT’S DESIRE FOR FULL 
AGREEMENT 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov. 24 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambas¬ 
sador, had a two and a half hour meeting 
to-day with General Neguib, the Egyptian 
Prime Minister, on the Sudan question, 
and they were again able to report pro¬ 
gress. It is clear that the discussions will be 
difficult, but there is no reason to expect 
a breakdown. 

It looks as if the Egyptian Government were 
unwilling to proceed stage by stage with the ful¬ 
filment of proposals as agreement is reached, 
for the sake of expediting action, particularly 
on the Sudan elections. They seem to want a 
general agreement, particularly on the Gov¬ 
ernor-General’s powers. As this is the most 
difficult aspect, it increases the probability of 
further delay in holding elections. 

Egypt is still as intent as Britain on agree¬ 
ment, but has her own anxieties, some of 
which are domestic, but one of which concerns 
the pro-Egyptian National Unity Party in 
the Sudan, which came uneasily into the 

scheme and would be ready to drop out. The 
real test, however, will arise on the powers of 
the Governor-General and the proposed com¬ 
mission. It is not yet decided at what point 
the commission should be appointed, but some 
progress has been made on its powers. 


1 


More Progress In Sudan Talks. 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Tuesday, Nov 25, 1952; pg. 7; Issue 52478. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS 118312825 


2 



EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT TO 
DEAL IN COTTON 


FUTURES MARKET CLOSED 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov. 24 

Dr. Abdel Gelil el Emary, the Egyptian 
Finance Minister, suddenly summoned a Press 
conference to-night to explain what the 
Government had in mind in issuing a decree 
yesterday that requires the Alexandria cotton 
futures market to be closed till further notice. 
Another decree fixes the prices of long-staple 
Karnak and medium staple Ashmouni, respec¬ 
tively, at 67i reals and 60 reals a kantar. The 
Government will buy and sell the cotton, dis¬ 
tributing any profit this year to the growers 
and covering any loss by a loan, which is to be 
liquidated by profits in any future years. This 
business will be handled by an Egyptian cotton 
commission to be appointed in the next few 
days. 

The aim of the decrees is to ensure reason¬ 
able prices for the growers, and, by maintain¬ 
ing a narrow margin between Egyptian and 
American prices, to encourage spinners to 
buy. The Minister wishes to restore con¬ 
fidence in the Alexandria market, which has 
been badly shaken by past irregularities. He 
told a questioner that it was not nationaliza¬ 
tion that was intended; all interests in the 
Egyptian cotton business would be maintained, 
except for some brokers on the futures market! 

The Minister explained that he had recom¬ 
mended in 1946 that the Government should 
continue to buy cotton through the then exist¬ 
ing Egyptian commission. Subsequent opera¬ 
tions, when the Alexandria futures market 
was re-established without its Liverpool 
market link, had shown that it was unsuitable 
to maintain the normal level of sales. Specula¬ 
tors had badly damaged the trade, he said, 
and although nothing in the present scheme 
meant requisition of the crop-growers and 
merchants could withhold their cotton from 
i the Government if they believed they could 
I get higher prices—the existence of the 
Government as buyer and seller on the spot 
market would prevent ruinous speculations in 
the future. 

He mentioned that more than 25 per cent, 
of the current crop had been sold, and that 
India—usually Egypt’s second best customer, 
Britain being the first—had begun buying 
normally for this stage of the season. 

Cairo, Nov. 24.—In Alexandria members 
of the Minet el Bassal spot cotton market 
to-day decided to send a delegation to Cairo 
to discuss with the authorities the question 
of compensation transactions (on call) with 
merchants in the interior, as well as spinners 
abroad, on the basis of the new Government 
prices, which, they feel, will work in favour of 
the interior sellers and cause a loss to exporters 
who had “ on call ” sales with spinners 
abroad. They also want an extension of the 
Government’s three-day notice to declare 

their cotton holdings.— Reuter. 
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ANGLO-EGYPTIAN talks 
ON SUDAN 


FURTHER PROGRESS MADE 

FROM OUR C< .'.ESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Nov. 26 

The British Ambassador this afternoon had 
his third meeting with General Neguib to 
discuss the Sudan proposals put forward by 
Egypt. A joint communique said that more 
progress was made but certain points remained 
for discussion. 

Stevenson was accompanied by 
Mr. M. J. Creswell, British Minister in Cairo 
who has just returned from leave in England] 
and Mr. Ronald A. Burroughs, of the Embassy 
staff. General Neguib again had with him 
two officers, Lieutenant-Colonel Hussein Zul- 
ncar and Major Saleh Salem. 

The communique stated that the next meeting 
would be held “ as soon as possible ”; the 
fact is that so much detail has been settled that 
time is needed to correlate it, and the Embassy 
has to refer to the Foreign Office. Most of 
the minor details have now been cleared up, 
and the progress mentioned refers to major 
issues such as the Governor-General's powers 
and the proposed advisory commission.' In 
getting down to this the negotiations are touch¬ 
ing the core of potential agreement. 
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constitution of 

THE SUDAN 


SOUTHERN MEMBERS’ 
CONCERN 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir—In your issue of November 4 
there appears an article headed “ Egyptian 
Views on Sudan.” We, as southern 
members of the old Legislative Assembly 
of the country, were surprised to read 
therein the text of an agreement made in 
Cairo between prominent Sudanese 
leaders and Egypt We were not consulted 
and had been given no opportunity of 
expressing our views. 

Most of your readers will be aware of the 
constitutional developments in this country 
during the past year. The new Constitution 
was to have been based on the recomntenda- 
tions submitted to his Excellency the Governor- 
General by a commission of Sudanese formed 
for the purpose. These recommendations were 
then debated in the Legislative Assembly, and 
with various amendments were passed 
unanimously. The Legislative Assembly was 
then adjourned and members returned to their 
constituencies. The Assembly was dissolved 
on October 23 and preparations for the fulfil¬ 
ment of the agreed Constitution were begin¬ 
ning. Many of us were away in the more 
remote parts of our constituencies where com¬ 
munications are slow, so that news of this 
recent agreement in which the southern Sudan 1 
had not been invited to participate came to 
us as a shock. 

The alterations to the proposed Constitution 
to which we had previously agreed are not 
aU acceptable to us. We maintain that such 
discussions should have included representa¬ 
tives of the southern parts of the country. 
In fact, many of them are subjects which can 
only he discussed through proper constitu¬ 
tional channels, channels which are not now 
open to us since the dissolution of the 
Assembly and before the election of a properly 
constituted parliamentary body. Only by 
these means can any satisfactory agreement be 
reached which is fully representative of the 
country as a whole. Yours faithfully, 
EDWARD ODHOK DEDIGO. 
BUTH DIU. 

Malakal, Upper Nile Province, Southern 
Sudan, Nov. 21. 
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Imperial an d Foreign 

NEW EGYPTIAN , 
CONSTITUTION 


ARMY GROUP’S PLAN 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

^ CAIRO, Nov. 27 

The Army Committee, which is the 
power behind the Government in Egypt, 
has decided on die formation of an 
Assembly representing all walks of life, 
including the professional and trade syndi¬ 
cates, to draft a new Constitution for 
Egypt : It is. proposed that there shall be 
100 members, but no aeiaiis of the method 
by which they are to be chosen or the date 
of the Assembly's formation are yet 
known, and no announcement been made 
by the Government, which must eventually 
approve and promulgate the relevant 
decree. . 

It is said that the Government has agreed 
to the proposal. Such a development would 
mean a break with the earlier programme of 
re-forming the political parties and holding 
elections under an amended Constitution and 
electoral law. There are increasing doubts 
.whether the parties can be adequately re¬ 
formed, and the provisional time-table sug¬ 
gesting that elections might be held next 
February .seems out of joint. 

The Council Of Ministers held a five-hour 
special meeting to-day at which it discussed 
reorganization of the Government machinery 
and examined reports from “ purge ” com¬ 
mittees. Some officials held responsible for 
corruption were dismissed from the Ministries. 
LACK OF STERLING 


In a chapter on Egypt’s sterling difficulties 
entitled . Unwanted Customer ? ” the 
quarterly bulletin of the National Bank of 
Egypt, issued to-day, holds Britain 

deliberately ” responsible for Egypt' 

sterling crisis. 

Although the bulletin makes no reference 
to politics* this interpretation must be read 
against the opinion widely held in influential 
quarters that Britain’s trade policy is a form 
of political pressure. It is rooted in Britain’s 
failure to buy cotton, and the knowledge that 
Britain s textile recession has left her with 
large stocks of Egyptian cotton has not altered 
the opinion. 

, The bank’s bulletin points out that Egypt 1 a . 
free sterling balances fell to zero a few weeks! 
ago, and she has been selling dollars in New 
York to obtain sterling in London. Her I 
loss on sterling for the eight months ended, 
September 1 totalled £61,700,000, Her sterling 
imports for these eight months were 11 per 
cent, lower than for the corresponding period 
last year. 

Britain’s purchases of Egyptian cotton in 
the 1951-52 season Were less than one-fifth of 
her purchases in the preceding season. The 
bulletin describes this as a “ deliberate shift 
of purchases to other countries,” ,which re¬ 
sulted in the favourable trade balance of 
Egypt with Britain of £5ra. in the first eight 
months of last year becoming an adverse 

balance of £15,600,000 in the same period of 
this year. Such a reversal of the Anglo- 
Egyptian trade trend would ** have played 
havoc with free sterling balances in all circum¬ 
stances, the bulletin states. 

BRITAIN BLAMED 

Egypt, on the other hand, has creditably 
saved £14,200,000 on sterling imports, it is 
pointed out. The bulletin continues: “ While 
we are far from the idea of challenging the 
United Kingdom’s buying and selling where 
she chooses, we cannot help noticing the 
deliberate change in her trade policy with 
Egypt. Neither are we convinced that Egypt 
has been treated as a hitherto important 
customer should be. In June this year an 
offer made by Egypt to obtain in London 
temporary advances in sterling secured by free 
dollars was refused in the most definite terms, 
and there is no denying that the policy of 
making sterling scarce to Egypt has been 
deliberate; this is shown not only by the 
almost total cessation of cotton purchases, but 
also by such acts as confidential instructions 
for not accepting orders without full cover 
m sterling, or the virtual cessation of export 
guarantee transactions in respect of Egypt.” 

The Egyptian Council of Ministers yester¬ 
day approved a recommendation pf the 
. Finance Minister for the reconstitution .of the 
[Egyptian cotton-buying commission, formed 1 
i of officials of the Ministry and the presidents 
j of the exporters’ and traders’ unions. Hie 
Council also approved a decree-law authoriz- 
i ing deliveries of cotton to the Government, 

[ and a request by the Finance Minister for the 
j Government to buy maize, the price of which 
is falling, to the detriment of growers, as a 
result of the cotton difficulties. 
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GEN. NEGUIB’S VIEWS ON 
THE SUDAN 

FOREIGN OFFICE STUDYING 
ENVOY’S REPORT 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

A report from Sir Ralph Stevenson, the 
British Ambassador in Cairo, on the discus- 
sions that he has been having with General 
Neguib on the Sudan, was being considered at 
the Foreign Office yesterday. There are clearly 
a number of difficult points on which there is 
as yet no agreement. There seems, however , 1 
no reason to be pessimistic about the out-! 
come, although some stiffening of the Egyptian 
attitude had been noticeable in recent weeks. 

The powers of the Governor-General are 
■ presumably one of the main points outstand- 
• mg. The commission which, under the 
i Egyptian proposals, is to advise the Governor- 
! General would be able to delay the use of 
certain of his powers, and in the event of dis¬ 
agreement between the British and Egyptian 
Governments it would have the last word. 

. This provides Egypt with an assurance that the 
Governor-General would not use his position 
to the detriment of vital Egyptian interests, 
but it might leave the Governor-General in 
an impossible position in the case of a sudden 
emergency. 

There will no doubt, therefore, be further 
exchanges on the relationship between the 
Governor-General and the commission. ' As 
stability in the Sudan is in the interests of both 
Britain and Egypt, eventual agreement should 
not be impossible. 
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NEW PARTY’S DEMANDS 

ft 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, Nov. 27 
*Die newly formed Sudan National Unionist 
Party, which embraces various groups in 
favour of unity with Egypt, to-day accepted the 
Egyptian proposal. on the Sudan as its mini¬ 
mum demands, on condition that they were 
accepted in toto by Britain without amendment 
or bargaining, and that a joint statement was 
issued by Britain and Egypt after acceptance 
of the termination of condominium rule in 
the Sudan. 
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JAPANESE RELEASE TWO 

SOLDIERS 

Tokyo, Nov. 30.—Japanese newspapers 
to-day strongly criticized the Government for 
handing over to British custody on Saturday 
two soldiers who had been held on an armed 
robbery charge. The soldiers were D. Hepples, 
of the Royal Engineers, and Australian Private 
J. J. Patton. The Socialist Party said it would 
protest strongly to the Government. 

Mr. lkeda, Minister of Trade, resigned yes¬ 
terday after a motion of no confidence "was 
passed in the Diet by a majority of seven.-— 
Reuter. 


KING IDRIS’S VISIT TO 

EGYPT 

Cairo, Nov. 30. —An Egyptian reception 
mission left Cairo to-night by air for Solium 
to meet King Idris of Libya, who is paying a 
seven-day state visit to Egypt. The royal party 
is due in Cairo on Tuesday after travelling by 
rail across the western desert —Renter 
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ISRAEL WILLING 
TO NEGOTIATE 


SETTLEMENT WITH 
ARABS DESIRED 

FROM OUR UNTTED NATIONS CORRESPONDENT 

NEW YORK, Dec. I 
Israel informed the United Nations 
to-day of its willingness to negotiate peace 
treaties with each of thb four Arab States 
adhering to the present armistice arrange¬ 
ment, and in doing so gave a “ blue print,” 
as it has been called, for a general settle¬ 
ment in the Near East by mutual agree¬ 
ment on economic as well as political and 
diplomatic problems. 

Mr. Eban, the Israeli delegate, strongly 
supported the draft proposals in the ad hoc 
political committee calling on the parties to 
enter direct negotiations, and he now pressed 
the view that previous decisions by the 
Assembly under the partition plan had been 
overtaken by the Arab States themselves in 
seeking a solution by force. This did not pass 
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without challenge from Mr. Shukairi, the 
Syrian delegate, who said that, if Israel were 
to be considered worthy of confidence in direct 
negotiations, she should at least respect the 
wishes of the international community as 
expressed in the Assembly’s past resolutions. 
The Arabs were being blamed for the fighting 
in Palestine, but it was Israel who had waged 
the war beginning in the days of the British 
mandate, a war of terrorism and violence. 

SPIRIT OF CHANGE 

Mr. Eban’s position was that the Assembly 
would not be “ satisfied to perpetuate failure ” 
by seeking new solutions of old deadlocks. 
The air of the Near East, he said, had been 
astir with a spirit of change, but nobody 
could help Israel and the Arab States to solve 
problems which they would not discuss freely 
and directly among themselves. There were 
special reasons that caused the Israeli Govern¬ 
ment to believe that an active quest for peace 
now held more promise than before. Israel 
was prepared to negotiate directly a final settle¬ 
ment for the establishment of peaceful rela¬ 
tions with Egypt, Syria, Iordan, and Lebanon. 

Israel would neither impose nor accept any 
pre-conditions for such negotiations in which 
each party should be free to make its pro¬ 
posals. Mr. Eban noted that the United 
Nations had played its part in securing the 
independence of Indonesia, Israel, and Libya 
but, once the sovereignty of these States had 
been universally recognized, their right to con¬ 
clude any international agreements they chose 
had become absolute. 

DANGEROUS TENSIONS 

Mr. Eban said that the Palestine problem 
now bore no resemblance to the problem that 
first came before the United Nations—now 
it was the normal problem of relations between 
sovereign States. He asserted that the refusal 
of the Arab Governments to negotiate uncon¬ 
ditionally for a settlement with Israel was 
something unique in the life of the contem¬ 
porary world. In the Israeli view a simple 
recommendation by the Assembly for a directly 
negotiated settlement was overdue, but any 
proposal including an alternative to direct and 
unfettered negotiation would mean that no 
negotiation of any kind could take place. 

The present situation in the demilitarized 
zones. Mr. Eban continued, involved many 
dangerous tensions, and there were frequent 
incidents, with loss of life. The Israeli view 
was that a peace settlement should include a 
non-aggression clause, and he gave the assur¬ 
ance that any Arab fears of expansion by 
Israel were unfounded. All matters affecting 
the present frontiers, and, indeed, the refugee 
problem—a “ legacy of the war against 
Israel —were open to free negotiation, and 
he pointed to the measures already taken by 
his Government in integrating 19,000 refugees 
into Israel and releasing blocked bank 
accounts. 


1 



Israel Willing To Negotiate. 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Tuesday, Dec 02, 1952; pg. 6; Issue 52484. 

Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS 101797762 


2 



FORMER MINISTERS 
FREED IN EGYPT 


HILALY RELEASED 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Dec. 1 

The Egyptian Government, which three 
days ago released 17 political detainees, 
has freed from the military school another 
22 who include Neguib el Hilaly, Mortada 
el Maraghy, and Zaki Abdel Motaal, 
respectively Prime Minister, Minister of 
the Interior and of War and Marine, and 
Minister of Finance in the Cabinet which 
after the short-lived Aly Maher Govern¬ 
ment did so much to restore order in 
Egypt last winter and spring. 

Another to be released is Hafez Afifi, Chief 
of the Royal Cabinet who shared with them 
the false hope that Prince Farouk could he 
brought to undertake his royal duties with a 
greater sense of responsibility. 

Although these four have been criticized by 
extreme national opinion for their collabora¬ 
tion with Prince Farouk there is no doubt that 
they had honesty of purpose and many have 
felt their detention to be unjust. Perhaps it 
was inevitable in the circumstances of political 
upheaval. 

Among others released are Hassan Youssef, 
deputy chief of the former Royal Cabinet, who 
never pretended to be more than a superior 
official of the palace, and some former 
Ministers, including Ahmed Abdel Gaffar, 
Abdel Meguid Ibrahim Salah. Fuad Abaza, 
and Osman Moharram. The last-named has 
been officially accused of abuse of influence. 

Three major-generals associated with 
security sections and Salah el Dine el Mortaga, 
principal security officer under Maraghy, are 
also freed, as is Prince Mohamed Said el 
Selim. 

Ibrahim Abdel Hadi, the Saadist Prime 
Minister, who earned the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood’s hatred for his suppression of the move¬ 
ment after. Nokrashy’s assassination. Prince 
Abbas Halim, who is accused of implication 
in the Palestine arms scandal, and Fuad Serag 
el Din, Wafdist Minister of the Interior and 
Finance and the party’s strong man, are still 
among those detained. 
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KING IDRIS IN CAIRO 



GUEST OF GOVERNMENT 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Dec. 2 

King Idris cl Senussi of Libya was a guest 
at dinner to-night of Prince Abdel Moneim, 
the Egyptian Regent. General Neguib, the 
Prime Minister, Ministers of the Government, 
senior palace officials, members of the diplo¬ 
matic corps, and prominent Libyans Uving in 
Egypt were also present. 

The King, who is accompanied by Sayed 
Omar Sheneib, Chief of the Libyan Royal 
Cabinet, and Sayed Mohamoud Montassir, 
the Libyan Prime Minister, arrived in Cairo 
to-day. He was greeted by a 21-gun salute as 
he stepped off the royal train, to be met by 
the Regent and the Prime Minister. After 
the exchange of greetings he inspected a 
guard of honour and drove to the Abdin 
Palace, where he will stay as the guest of the 
Egyptian Government for the first three days 
of his stay in Egypt. 
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Letters to the Editor 

INDEPENDENCE OF 
THE SUDAN 


VALUE OF UNDERSTANDING 
WITH EGYPT 

Sir,—With reference to Miss Margery 
rernam’s comments on the understanding 
wtHch has been reached between the 
Sudanese Independence Front and 
General Neguib, I am disturbed to find 
that she views the agreement with some 
suspicion. 

,„? ur <* y ,t!is is not the time for such an atti- 
tude for we must be ready to assume that the 
Egyptian approach was genuine, and we wish 
:? hfheve that the attitude of our good friends, 
me British, is animated by a sincere apprecia- 
S “ danese aspirations. Without wishing 
to suggest that the understanding should not 
‘Vj- xa . rT ™?d critically, I would like to make a 
F„ , ? l this stage for an attitude of mutual 
1 - twe ?- n lt ? e three Parties concerned. 

, implication in Miss Perham's letter is 

1 . e .Sudanese are unappreciative of the 
ettorts of British administration in the past 54 
years, but this is far from true. It would 
appear from the letter that Miss Perham is 
under some misunderstanding in relation to the 
commission of seven members. May I point 
out that.this commission is for the purpose of 
supervising the elections within the Sudan, and 
surely there can be no objection to an inter- 
H? l, ? n w- au, « 0 ^ ty observing the procedure. 1 
ininic Miss Perham is confusing this commis¬ 
sion with the one proposed relating to the 
functions and authority of the Governor- 
General. It will be appreciated that the Egyp¬ 
tians, having abrogated the 1899 agreement, 
could scarcely be in favour of the retention of 
, the Governor-General, but, out of deference 
to the wishes of the Sudanese delegation (which 
nad in mind the desires of the southern pro¬ 
vinces on this point), the Egyptians conceded 
me issue. Naturally, the Egyptians desired 
to be given some satisfaction in return and a 
commission was agreed upon in the unlikely 
event of a dispute between the Legislature and 
the Governor-General. In fact, the commis¬ 
sion does not weaken his Excellency's autho¬ 
rity but satisfies those who consider the 
Governor-General to be a British official, 
i nerefore, it is not unreasonable to assure the 
c-gyptmns and many Sudanese on this matter. 

Miss Perham asserts that the removal of 
British and Egyptian troops would complete 
the security vacuum ” but this need not be 
so, for the Sudan Defence Force is regarded 
by many military authorities as one of the 
most competent forces in the Middle East, and 
it an expansion of the establishment were 
agreed from, say, 4,000 to 10,000 men, it would 
provide the necessary internal security for the 
Sudan, especially if Britain and Egypt jointly 
were prepared to guarantee the country from 
external aggression. It may be objected that 
such an expansion is impossible, but I would 
nke to remind readers that there are many 
Sudanese ex-officers, and soldiers who would 
be honoured to return to the Sudan Defence 
. Force, which made such a valuable contribu- 
I nonI to the Allies in the 1939-45 war. 

I Miss Perham suggests that the Sudanization 
|committee holds out an “omnibus” threat 
to serving British officials. Nothing could 
be farther from (he truth, for representatives 
l of all political parties are agreed on the con¬ 
tinued need in the Sudan for many years to 
come of technicians, teachers, doctors, &c. 
Let us be honest and say that there may be 
some expatriate officials who may not wish 
to serve under Sudanese, and if they wish to 
retire I am sure that the Sudanese will honour 
their pension rights. On the other hand, I 
a 2 S u .* te c t onv inced that there are many Brilish 
officials who have won the affection and ad¬ 
miration of the Sudanese and who wish to 
stay, working side by side with their Sudanese 
colleagues in further developing the country. 

Let us consider the question of whether 
the Sudanese are free only to vote for inde¬ 
pendence or unity with Egypt. Miss Perham's 
point is rather academic, for there is nothing 
to prevent any political party inside the country 
from advocating that the Sudan should join 
the British Commonwealth. It is worth noting 
that there is not one major political partyl 
in the Sudan which has advocated such a 
course. But there is nothing to prevent the 
Sudanese people after achieving independence 
to establish their relationship with Britain or 
any other country in a manner that suits, their 
interests. 

Finally, Miss Perham' raises the problem 
of the southern Sudan. Most northern 
Sudanese consider that the south will be ade¬ 
quately represented in the new Parliament, 
for they will have approximately 23-25 seats 
out of a maximum of 100, and at least two 
Ministers m the Government. I am sure that 
wales and Scotland would be more than satis¬ 
fied with a 25 per cent, representation in the 
British House of Commons. However, such 
matters cannot be decided by a purely per¬ 
centage approach, and what distresses me and 
many of my colleagues is the implication 
behind these comments—namely, that the 
northern Sudanese have some ulterior motive 
over the southern Sudan. If Miss Perham 
and the British really think that after having 
been with us for 54 years, then they should 
never have encouraged us to go forward since 
1947 with the aim of self-government and 
self-determination. 

May I stress the tremendous gains which 
the Sudanese have achieved by this under¬ 
standing. In the first place, for the first 
time in history, Egypt has recognized our 
right of self-determination, and, secondly, the 
sovereignty over the Sudan has Been reserved 
for the Sudanese people on self-determination. 
The establishment of these two rights is no 
mean achievement and I would like to con¬ 
clude as I began, with a plea for mutual trust, 
understanding, and patience. We have a great 
desire to retain our deep friendship with 
Britain, to live in peace and harmony with 
Egypt, and to realize the Sudanese aspirations 
for freedom' and independence. 

Yours faithfully, 

YACOUB OSMAN, Assistant General 
Secretary, Sudan Umma Party. 

Oradurman. Sudan. 
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EGYPT'S COTTON SCHEME 

Cairo, Dec, 2. —Under conditions for the 
purchase and sale of cotton announced to¬ 
day by the Ministry of Finance, the Egyptian 
Cotton Commission will not buy cotton direct 
from owners but will make use of banks and 
merchants who are members of the Minet el 
Bassat spot cotton exchange. For the sale 
of cotton the commission holds itself ready to 
meet offers to buy that come from recognized 
export firms or local spinners. 

Sales wilt be made to export firms for cash on condition 
that the cotton purchased is sold within a period of not 
more than three months from the date of purchase 
The commission also authorizes the sale of cotton for 
export with stop-loss prices. Cotton will be sold to local 
spinners on a cash basis provided a written guarantccis 
given that the cotton will not be exported. 

Sale prices will be calculated according to quotations 
for spot cotton on the New York market on the evening 
preceding presentation of the offer to buy/ To this 
price will be added 10 per cent, for Ashniouni and 30 
per cent, for Karaak, The different grades w ni vary in 
pnee according to a sliding scale that the Finance Ministry 
SL be deducted from total 

Pcm C to?5 C Egyptian* 1 piastres*^ be cons,der ' d « 
Alexandria* Dec. 2.^— The spot cotton market here 
favourably impressed by the GovernmemV 
scheme and became firmer and active*_ 
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EGYPT TO RESTRICT 
IMPORTS 


“ESSENTIALS” RULE FOR 
STERLING AREA 

Cairo, Dec. 4. —The Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment to-day announced that imports from 
the sterling area would be restricted to 
“ essentials,'’ but that full imports would 
be allowed from countries having pay¬ 
ments agreement* with Egypt. 

The Finance Ministry stated that new 
regulations make imports subject to permits 
for payment in the currency of exporting 
countries. Any goods may be imported 
from western Germany, France and the 
French currency zone, the Italian currency 
area, Switzerland, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Poland, Yugoslavia, Lebanon, and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Because of the scarcity of available funds 
of countries outside the dollar and sterling 
area that have no payments agreement with 
Egypt, goods from such countries could be 
imported only against full payment in Egyptian 
currency, to be credited to aspecial export 
account.” This was due to the need to provide 
essentials for the Egyptian market. The 
balance of the special export account will be 
utilized in settling not more than half the 
price of exported cotton and cotton textiles to 
any countries other than the dollar area, the 
balance to be paid in sterling. 

Import permits covering goods from the 
dollar area may be granted against payment 
in Egyptian currency, to be credited to the 
special export account. This will be used to 
pay for Egyptian exports to non-dollar 
countries. Permits for imports from the ster¬ 
ling area will be issued only for essentials until 
Egypt’s sterling balances have improved.— 
Reuter. 
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CAIRO EFFORT TO 
“CLOSE RANKS” 


POLITICAL CONFERENCE 

Cairo, Dec. 7.—General Neguib, the 
Egyptian Prime Minister, announced 
to-night that he is calling a conference of 
all political leaders soon to discuss the 
supreme interests of the nation. He said 
he was striving to wipe out past dissensions 
and close the ranks. 


Mustafa Nahas, former leader of the Wafd 
Party, called on General Neguib last night and 
talked with him for half an hour. Ibrahim 
Farag, acting secretary-general of the Wafd 
Party, was with him. General Neguib invited 
Nahas and other former Prime Ministers to a 
military parade held here yesterday. Nahas, 
who gave up leadership of the Wafd Party 
under General Neguib’s “ purge or dissolve ” 
order to the political parties, told reporters 
after the visit: AH is good.’* 

General Neguib to-day returned the courtesy 
call paid him by Mustafa Nahas yesterday. 
He stayed at Nahas’s home for about half an 
hour, and also met other Wafdist leaders. 

Egypt's rival political leaders, released this 
week-end after almost three months’ detention, 
were reported yesterday to have pledged full 
support to General Neguib’s Government and 
the Army Command. 

General Neguib said yesterday that action 
would be taken soon to “ eliminate all hard 
feelings, bring the various factions together, 
and galvanize the nation to promote the 
country’s economy and realize her national 
aspirations.”— Reuter. 
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NATIONAL UNITY 
IN EGYPT 

POLITICAL LEADERS 
TO BE CONSULTED 


CABINET CHANGES 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, Dec. 8 

An official spokesman to-night an- 
nounced General Neguib’s intention of 
inviting various political parties to come 
together as a “ bloc national ” to support 
the Government in its efforts to obtain 
evacuation of British troops from the 
canal zone. 

The spokesman was commenting on 
the exchange of cordial visits during the 
week-end between General Neguib and 
Mustapha Nahas, who under pressure 
from the Government recently resigned 
from the presidency of the Wafd. It was 
the General’s intention, it was added, to 
contact leading representatives of all 
other political interests. 

They would be invited to take part in the 
work of the national committee which would 
be set up to consider revision of the constitu¬ 
tion, including the question whether Egypt 
should remain a monarchy. Detailed plans 
seem somewhat indeterminate at the moment, 
but the spokesman said the Government had 
definitely decided that Egypt must have a con¬ 
stitution more in accord with the spirit of the 
new era. 

WAFD’S POSITION 

Mustapha Nahas declared to-night that he 
had decided to withdraw his resignation from 
the leadership of the Wafd. He had a long 
discussion to-day with Fuad Serag ed-Din, 
former' secretary-general of the party, and 
received many representatives of Wafd 
branches throughout Egypt. It is assumed 
that Mustapha Nahas’s decision was made in 
agreement with General Neguib. In that case, 
the General has overridden the decision of his 
Minister of the Interior, Soliman Hafez, who 
in applying the law governing the reorganiza¬ 
tion of political parties ruled that the Wafd 
could not be recognized with Nahas figuring 
as a founder member or even as honorary 
president. 

The “ purge ” formula which has hitherto 
defined the attitude of the Army’s regime to 
most of the political parties is now giving way 
to reconciliation and unity. The release from 
detention of all the political notables who were 
arrested in September was evidently the first 
step in this new policy. 

NEED FOR SUPPORT 

The Government is going through a difficult 
period economically, owing to the stagnation 
of the cotton market, and it is natural that it 
should desire to enlist the support of all 
influential politicians to keep public opinion 
steady. The inflation of the Canal zone issue 
by the official spokesman to-night was doubt¬ 
less intended to appeal in particular to 
Mustapha Nahas and the Wafd, and the future 
form of the regime, whether a monarchy or 
a republic, interests particularly the Muslim 
Brotherhood and the more extreme parties on 
the left. More moderate political circles may 
think (hat Egypt is more in need of a new 
economic than a new legal base. 

The Government's labour legislation, pub¬ 
lished to-day, consists in the main of the 
extension of. rights and benefits already pro¬ 
vided by law. An employee will be entitled to 
longer leave with pay, larger indemnities on 
dismissal, improved sickness benefits, and 
more medical and surgical facilities at the 
employer’s expense. The employee is also 
protected against excessive fines. Compulsory 
arbitration is prescribed as a last resort in 
labour disputes; strikes and lock-outs arc 
prohibited while efforts to solve the dispute 
are in progress. 

Regulations governing the trade unions pro¬ 
vide for a " closed shop ” to the extent that 
where three-fifths of the employees are 
members of a union the rest are automatically 
included. Unions may not engage in political 
or religious activity. The Government has 
approved in principle the establishment of a 
provident fund, to which employees and em¬ 
ployers will contribute, so that workers when 
they retire may have some means of sub¬ 
sistence. A separate provident fund, financed 
on the same lines, is to be established for the 
Civil Service. 


RESHUFFLE ANNOUNCED 

Cairo, Dec. 9. —General Neguib reshuffled 
his Cabinet early to-day, appointing Mahmoud 
Fawzi. at present Ambassador to Britain, as 
Foreign Minister. He replaces Ahmed Farrag 
Tayeh, who is appointed Ambassador to India. 

Dr. Abbas Ammar, now representative in 
Egypt of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization, becomes 
Minister of National Direction, taking over 
from Fathy Radwan, who will continue as 
Minister of State.— Reuter. 
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PROGRESS IN ISRAEL 


SOLID ACHIEVEMENTS AFTER FOUR 
YEARS OF STATEHOOD 

From Our Tel Aviv Correspondent 


Yesterday's Presidential elections in 
Israel were a symbol of the statehood 
achieved by its peoples four and a half 
years ago. It is paradoxical that the 
peaceable democratic processes of the 
election were conducted in a nation still 
surrounded by a circle of hostile Arab 

neighbours, and with a way of life still 
tempered by the aftermaths of the Pales- 

When General Neguib took power in 
Egypt, Israelis hoped that the break in 
political tradition there would provide 
opportunity for a break in the Israel-Arab 
deadlock; but recent Egyptian moves, 
made directly and through the Arab 
League, to hinder the ratification of the 
West German reparations agreement con¬ 
cluded with Israel, have created the 
impression that General Neguib, if not 
himself hostile to the young State, has 
been unable to break down the hostility 
of his advisers and of those upon whom 
he relies for support The Arab States 
adjacent to Israel regard that country as 
a threat to their own security, and con¬ 
stantly profess the intention to bring about 
its downfall. Partly as a consequence of 
these professions, and partly because of 
the general instability of the region, the 
development of Israel must be measured 
against a background of constant military 
preparedness. 

EFFICIENT FORCES 

The ubiquity and apparent efficiency of 
the armed forces of Israel leave little 
doubt of the nation’s intention and 
capacity to defend its independence. The 
army, in 1948 a kind of popular militia 
which succeeded by the venturesome and 
often heroic tactics of a people to whom 
: victory seemed the only alternative to 
1 complete extirpation, compares to-day in 
system and training, if not yet in the most 
modem armaments, with the trained 
armies of the west For various reasons, 
including the fact that a large nucleus of 
the present armed forces of Israel served 
directly, or by way of the Jewish Brigade, 
in the British forces, the British model has 
been generously drawn upon. Uniform, 
drill, even the technique and routine of the 
orderly room, are similar. 

With the growth of the armed forces, 
and their obvious importance not merelv 
for national defence but also as a dominant 
regional instrument, the foreign policy of 
Israel has developed in confidence. It has 
lost some of its fumbling ambiguities. In 
practice it has succeeded in clambering 
! ou t of the peculiar ditch of neutralism it 
! dug for itself when policy was summed 
| up by the Foreign Minister's pet phrase: 

! “.non-identification.” Israel adheres to 
terms of the United States Mutual Security 
Act and has let it be understood that she 
favours the establishment of a Middle East 
defensive pact under the sponsorship of 
the western Powers, without, however, at 
this stage wishing to be associated directly 
with it herself. 

She has earned the confidence of 
the United States Government as 
expressed in substantial American loans 
and grants-in-aid totalling $270m.; and at 
the same time has escaped any serious 
charge of being part of an anti-Soviet 
bloc, though in the past few days she has 
reacted sharply to the anti-Jewish tone of 
the Prague trials. Israel’s sharp awareness 
of the presence of more than a million and 
a half Jews behind the iron curtain, and 
her hopefulness that one day Russia may 
be willing to release for emigration to 
Israel some part of its large Jewish com¬ 
munity, dissuade Israeli policy-makers 
from aligning the State formally with any 
grouping that might be regarded as hostile 

THE ARAB QUESTION 

Popular concern with foreign policy, 
where it exists, is directed chiefly to the 
Arab question, the solution of which is 
still regarded as essential if the social and 
economic development of Israel is to 
expand to its maximum possibilities. It 
is difficult to see that Israel should be 
blamed for the refusal of its Arab 
neighbours to make peace with it. 
More blameworthy, perhaps, is this 
I country for its failure, during the four 
I years of its statehood, to settle its internal 
■ Arab problem in accordance with the 
; pledges of its own Proclamation of Inde- 
pendence. The Arab population of about 
170,000 still has an under-privileged 
| minority status. Most Arabs in the country 
are still subject to military government, 

, and their movements are restricted. I n the 
I land of their birth and tradition they alone 
do not automatically receive the title and 
| rights of citizenship under the comprehen¬ 
sive Citizenship Law passed by the Knesset 
in March. 

I But in a world of insecurity, instability, 
and confused purpose the gathering in of 
700,000 new immigrants, and the creation 
.of a powerful defence force, a stable 
.system of government, and a mature 
foreign policy are satisfactory achieve¬ 
ments at the end of four and a half 
: years. The capacity to endure and 
develop depends, however, on the nation’s 

| economic foundation. A quick study 
j of superficial conditions in Israel to-day 


reveals much that is drab and depressing. 
Shortages of essential foodstuffs, animal 
fodder, and raw materials for the 
factories are acute. The citizen’s diet, if 
not supplemented from a widespread and 
cynically importunate black market, or by 
parcels from American friends and rela¬ 
tives, is frugal, unappetizing, and, owing 
to the hand-to-mouth conditions under 
which the responsible Ministry is com¬ 
pelled by dollar and sterling stringencies 
to operate, uncertain. Industrialists pro¬ 
ducing for the home market allege that 
they are dependent on black market raw 
materials to keep their plant going, with 
the result that they in turn are obliged to 
sell some part of their finished goods 
'* black ” in order to make up their losses 
on the other part, which is sold at a con¬ 
trolled price calculated on the controlled 
prices of the raw materials. 

Not surprisingly, inflation has been 
severe, and the value of the. national 
currency has been seriously impaired. 
It should be remembered, of course, 
that the frequent dollar infusions into 
the national economy from Zionist 
donations, the Israel bond flotation 
in the United States, and from official 
American loans and grants-in-aid, have 
not gone to sustain the current economy 
of the settled population. Most of these 
moneys have been used for the transport¬ 
ing of the new immigrants and their setting 
up in Israel, and in applying a remarkable 
policy of long-term capital investment and 
land cultivation. 

The present balance of payments is, 
of course, grotesque. In 1951 imports 
were valued at £122,592,848 (Israeli) and 
exports at £15,983,483 (Israeli). The figures 
available so far for 1952 show that 
in spite of a substantial reduction in 
imports the gap has grown wider. Citrus 
exports, which last year were 40 per cent 
of the year’s total, this year will have 
their customary effect upon the trade 
balance, but the results of the full year’s 
trading will almost certainly show a bigger 
disparity between exports and imports 
than last year. 

GERMAN REPARATIONS 

Luckily, German reparations have 
appeared on Israel’s horizon and have 
brightened the Government’s spirits. 
They amount, in sorely needed capital 
goods and some commodities, to a value 
of $715m. to be paid in annual instal¬ 
ments over from 10 to 12 years, and 
should markedly raise the industrial poten¬ 
tial of the country. They should also 
make possible the diversion of some 
foreign currency to raw materials urgently 
needed to keep existing factories in pro¬ 
duction. One factory after another—in 
what is described as the private sector, 
as opposed to the powerful cooperative 
sector—has lately been forced to shut 
down by the lack of raw materials. 

But Israel presents the paradox of 
present impoverishment side by side 
with the tangible promise of future pro¬ 
sperity. The Government seems to 
have concentrated with considerable 
courage on stable foundations for the 
future rather than upon comfortable, 
vote-catching conditions for the present 
It has been more concerned to open up, by 
costly irrigation processes and by schemes 
of land mechanization, hundreds of 
thousands of new acres, than to make 
current food supplies cheaper and more 
plentiful. It has favoured capital invest¬ 
ment in big new enterprises—tyre fac¬ 
tories, electric works, a huge chemicals 
and fertilizer plant, an extensive new har¬ 
bour north of the old Haifa port—rather 
than the feeding of existing factories with 
raw materials for the manufacture of 
goods needed to meet a clamorous internal 
demand. 

Capital investment, mostly for long¬ 
term development projects, rose from 
£70m. (Israeli) in 1949 to more than 
£150m. (Israeli) in 1951. Obviously, this 
pouring of foreign and local capital into 
enterprises which cannot come into sub¬ 
stantial production for at least another 
four to six years must one day provide 
the main means of absorbing economi¬ 
cally a population increase which has been 
phenomenal by any standards. The pre¬ 
sent economy cannot absorb it and the 
rate of the immigration inflow has had to 

be reduced from an average of 18,000 a 
month to the present trickle of 1,000 a 
month. 

Drab and depressing as the day-to-day 
economy of Israel may seem, plaintive and 
pessimistic as are the majority of house¬ 
wives and business men, the outlook after 
four and a half years of adventurous 
trial and error is not unhopeful. The 
observer is conscious at the moment of a 
confusing disarray of loose ends, like the 
steel rods and wires that stick out from 
the cement of an unfinished building. 
When the building is complete it should 
be a worthy and stable edifice. That it 
should still be unfinished, that the builders’ 
debris should still be lying untidily about, 
that the trees along the 1,000 miles of new 
highway should not yet have grown out 
of the sapling stage, and that a population 
of such varied national and social back¬ 
ground should still be less cohesive than is 
desirable, is hardly surprising after less 
than five years of statehood. 
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PROGRESS ON SUDAN 


BRITISH AMBASSADOR’S 
DISCUSSIONS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Dec. 9 

General Neguib and Sir Ralph Steven¬ 
son, the British Ambassador, met at the 
Presidency to-day for their fourth ex¬ 
change of views on the Egyptian proposals 
for the Sudan, and apparently made 
further progress. The following joint 
statement was issued later: — . 

The Prime Minister to-day received the 
British Ambassador to continue discussions 
about the Sudan with a view to concluding 
them as quickly as possible in order that elec¬ 
tions may be held with the minimum of delay. 

The British Ambassador presented to the 
Prime Minister the views of the British Gov¬ 
ernment on a number of points mentioned in 
the Egyptian Note. Agreement has been 
reached on some of these, and others are now 
being considered. A further meeting will be 
held as soon as possible. 

QUESTION OF THE SOUTH 

According to Egyptian reports, the next 
meeting may take place before the end of 
this week. The points outstanding, which 
are now thought to be few, are connected, 
it is understood, with the emergency 
powers of the Governor-General and his 
special responsibility for the Southern 
Sudan. 

On the first, it is reasonable to assume that 
the Egyptian Government appreciates that the 
Governor-General’s obligation to consult his 
international advisory commission should not 
make it impossible for him to take prompt and 
appropriate action, in the event of a break¬ 
down of government, to maintain law and 
order. The question of the south is more 
complicated, owing to differences of view 
between the Sudanese themselves and the 
fact that conversations are apparently continu¬ 
ing between the Egyptians and the Sudanese 
■ and between politicians of the northern and 
, southern Sudan. 

i There is already agreement between Egypt 
: and Britain on the international commission 
i that is to supervise the elections. It is Egypt 
which insists that an overall • agreement cover- 
: ing the transition period between self-govem- 
, mem and self-determination should first be 
; reached. That explains the delay for which the 
Egyptian Press blames Britain, but all the same 
the Egyptian commentators, who are usually 
; well informed, expect the early conclusion of 
’ an agreement which will concede the substance 
of Egypt’s policy. 

CABINET CHANGES 

General Neguib, it is stated, will meet 
| political leaders within a day or two with a 
' view to securing their cooperation in a 
“ national bloc." His bid for the support ol 
1 parties with which the army has hitherto been 
at loggerheads has not gone to the length ol 
inviting them to join his Cabinet. The Govern¬ 
ment which was reconstructed last night 
remains basically one of technicians—though 
Nationalists and the Muslim Brotherhood are 
still represented in it—and direction policy is 
evidently to remain firmly in the hands of the 
Prime Minister and his committee of army 
officers. 

The Prime Minister accepted the resignation 
' of four Ministers, appointed five new ones, 
• and transferred three to other portfolios. The 
changes seem designed, in the main, to im¬ 
prove the technical efficiency of the Cabinet, 
but also to give it a more neutral appearance 
as between the parties. 
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DIFFICULTIES FACING 
GEN. NEGUIB 


AIM OF CABINET CHANGES 

BY OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

There have been increasing signs of late that 
the regime which General Neguib set up in 
Egypt four months ago. is running into heavy 
weather. The General himself is known—and 
understandably—to be a very tired man. It 
has frequently been evident from the diversi¬ 
fied utterances of Cairo radio that more than 
one hand has been shaping policy. 

It seems that General Neguib, under pressure 
from the left wing members in his committee, 
who were urging radical and possibly imprac¬ 
ticable economic reforms, has leant increasingly 
towards his more right-wing nationalist 
supporters. The first indication of this came on 
November 19, when his attitude towards the 
Anglo-Egyptian discussions became more 
rigid. After a talk with Sir Ralph Stevenson, 
he told journalists that Egypt insisted on the 
terms of her agreement with the Sudanese 
leaders as a minimum. 

As the Egyptian Government had been 
following a policy of international coopera¬ 
tion this was a clear sign of a rift in the 
lute and, although further progress in the talks 
on the Sudan was reported later, it was 
noticeable that a statement by the Egyptian 
Ambassador in Washington that Egypt wished 
to join the western Powers in a defence 
organization for the Middle East was cen¬ 
sored and not allowed to appear in Egypt. 

More recently. General Neguib has evidently 
decided that he desires the cooperation of just 
those political leaders whose system, widely 
condemned in the early days of the regime, 
he apparently wished at first to banish finally 
from Egyptian public life. The first releases 
of some 40 political leaders, about the begin¬ 
ning of December, might indeed be regarded 
as a sign of increasing steadiness in the present 
regime; but they were followed by the release 
on December 5 of some 30 more detainees, 
prominent under the Wafd Government, and 
including Fuad Serag ed-Din, the former 
secretary-general of the Wafd. 

The Cabinet changes may be viewed as an 
attempt to solve the many pressing foreign 
and internal problems by assembling a strong 
team, and General Neguib, no doubt, aims at 
i continuing to control the parties, but he may 
I face difficulties in that task. 
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COMING CHANGES IN 
EGYPT 


CONSTITUTION STILL 
UNDECIDED 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Dec. 10 

In the name of “ the people," General 

Neguib, the Prime Minister, this morning 

abrogated the constitution with which 
Egypt started her career as an independent 
State in 1923, and announced that his 
Government would appoint a committee 
to draft a new one for public approval. 

General Neguib spoke of “ loopholes ” in the 
constitution which had made it possible for the 
ex-King and those who cooperated with him 
to abuse their powers and to bring Egypt to 
near ruin. Now that the work of reconstruc¬ 
tion had begun in political, economic, and 
social fields, it was necessary to have new 
institutions which would enable the nation to 
reach its objectives and make the people the 
l source of all authority. During the transition 
period executive powers would be assumed by 
the present Government, which pledged itself 
to govern according to constitutional 
principles. 

The constitution is already in suspense, so 
that General Neguib’s announcement of abro¬ 
gation presumably makes no difference to the 
legal position of bis regime. Revision of the 
constitution had, of course, been in the air 
since July 23, but until now the Army had 
hesitated to open an issue which can start a 
most vigorous controversy in the country. 
There is wide and widening disagreement on 
the mam questions, particularly the future of 
the constitutional monarchy. 
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THE GENERAL AND THE 
POLITICIANS 

It is now more than four months since 

a group of army officers, led by Generai 

Neguib, seized power in Cairo, forced the 
King to abdicate and set out to cleanse 
Egyptian public life. Events of the pasl 
week show that the revolutionary regime 
is to enter a new phase. The constitutior 
of 1923 has been abolished and a commit¬ 
tee has been set up to draft a new consti¬ 
tution which is “to fulfil the hopes and 
aspirations of the nation.” The Cabinel 
has been strengthened by the inclusion of 
men of wide experience. At the same time 
most of the politicians and courtiers who 
were arrested on the morrow of the revo¬ 
lution have now been released. Some ol 
them, and Mustafa Nahas, the former 
leader of the Wafd, have been called by 
General Neguib for consultation. 
General Neguib has always declared that 
his intention was not to abolish norma] 
parliamentary Government but to create 
conditions in which it could work with¬ 
out interference. This meant curbing the 
powers of the monarchy and ridding the 
political parties of their corrupt elements. 
Since the 1923 constitution lays down tha! 
no alteration in the monarch’s powers may 
be made during a regency the first object 
could be secured only by making a fresh 
constitutional start. It is understandable 
that, before undertaking a fundamental 
change of this nature. General Neguib 
should wish to consult members of those 
political parties with which responsibility 
for working the new constitution will one 
day rest. 

There is no doubt, however, that to the 
more ardent of General Neguib’s sup¬ 
porters the release of the arrested poli¬ 
ticians may be cause for grave uneasiness. 
Those who were arrested included (as well 
as some more reputable figures) most 
of the men who, rightly or wrongly, 
were believed to have corruptly exploited 
the positions which they held in Parlia¬ 
ment, the administration, or the Court. It 
is true that the investigation of past mal¬ 
practices is still promised, and that the 
released suspects are not to be allowed to 
interfere in the day-to-day work of 
government But public opinion in Egypt 
has been taught to expect judgments, not 
reconciliations, and unless some culprits 
are quickly brought to book there must 
inevitably be a weakening of the reform¬ 
ing zeal which has been so noticeable since 
the coup dEtat took place. In particular 
the Egyptian public will watch with con¬ 
cern the tentative overtures which appeal 
| to have been opened between General 
j Neguib and the Wafd. Two months age 
the Wafd was cieariy told that the deposi¬ 
tion of Nahas was the price it had to pay 
; for its continued existence. The price was 
paid. The reappearance of Mustafa 
i Nahas and his old lieutenants at the head 
: of ' the party suggests that the Wafd is 
1 becoming a power again. General 
! Neguib may think himself strong enough 
jHow to be conciliatory, and he will not 
be deflected from his patriotic course, but 
he is dealing with astute and experienced 
political tacticians. 

Grave though the internal difficulties 
facing General Neguib's Government 
are at this moment, they are over¬ 
shadowed, as all domestic Egyptian pro¬ 
blems since the war have been, by rela¬ 
tions with Britain. Thanks largely to the 
good sense of General Neguib himself, 
there are at last real grounds for hope that 
; agreement between Britain and Egypt 
over the Sudan may be within sight. It 
may even be that the imminence of an 
agreement is another reason for General 
Neguib to broaden his contacts with the 
political leaders. If he still declines to 
assume the role of an Egyptian Ataturk 
the General must at some stage begin the 
process of divesting himself of supreme 
power—usually a much harder process, 
for a revolutionary leader, than that of 
assuming it. But he must first be sure that 
•there are worthy successors to carry on 
! his work of reform. 
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SYRIAN LEADER 
IN CAIRO 


POLICY TALKS WITH 
GEN. NEGUIB 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Dec. 11 

Colonel Sheshekly,. the Syrian Chief of 
the General Staff and Deputy Prime 
Minister, arrived here this morning on a 
five-day visit as the guest of the Govern¬ 
ment of Egypt. He was met at the air¬ 
field by General Neguib, the Prime 
Minister, and by Fathi Radwan, who is 
acting as Minister of Foreign Affairs 
until the arrival of Mahmoud Fawzi from 
the London Embassy. 

This was the first meeting between the two 
j soldiers who, in their different ways, control 
the Governments of Egypt and Syria. The 
newspapers emphasize that the identity of 
character and aims of the two regimes promise 
well for cooperation between Syria and Egypt 
and claim that the authority enjoyed by 
General Neguib and Colonel Sheshekly in 
their own countries will enable their govern¬ 
ments to give direction to the Arab League’s 
handling of the external and internal problems 
of the Arab world. 

During Colonel Sheshekly’s stay here, it is 
stated, he and General Neguib will endeavour 
to work out a common line of policy in regard 
to such questions as Palestine, Middle East 
defence, and relations with the Federal Ger- 
| man Republic in the light of its reparations 
agreement with Israel. They will also try to 
agree on action to secure the execution of the 
j many decisions the Arab League council has 
I taken in the past on such matters as Customs 
barriers and transport communications. 

DEFENCE TALKS 

Colonel Sheshekly is reported as having said 
just before his departure from Damascus that 
neutfality is not a practical policy for the 
Arab States. This view is not particularly 
welcome to a section of the Egyptian Press, 
but it is believed to be shared still by General 
Neguib and his military committee. Discus¬ 
sions between the two soldiers are expected to 
relate accordingly to the conditions on which 
Eg} pt and Syria can cooperate with the 
western Powers in defence arrangements. 
Syria’s main interest is to obtain arms for 
defence against Israel and money for national 
development, but she is also concerned about 
the strength which their treaties with Britain 
give to Jordan and Iraq. Egypt’s approach 
to the defence question is dominated by the 
desire for British evacuation of the canal zone. 
Doubtless the coming discussions will serve to. 
clarify the objectives to reach which Egypt 
and Syria will lend each other support. 

Colonel Sheshekly is accompanied by 
Tewfik Haroun, Minister of Works, and by 
Said el Zaim, Minister of Finance. He was 
received soon after his arrival by the pro¬ 
visional Regent, Prince Abdul Moneim. This 
evening he was the guest at a dinner given 
by the Prime Minister and officers of the 
Egyptian Army and later attended a perform¬ 
ance at the Royal Opera House. On Sunday 
a large military parade is to be held in his 
honour. 

SUDANESE INVITED 

General Neguib has' invited three Sudanese 
political parties—the Umma, the Socialist 
Republicans, and the National Unionists—to 
send representatives to Cairo as soon as pos¬ 
sible for an exchange of views in connexion 
with the Anglo-Egyptian negotiations. General 
| Neguib, it is assumed, wants to discuss with 
them the question of the special responsibility 
I fo r the southern Sudan given to the Governor- 
General in the draft constitution. Tihs is 
thought to be the only important question out¬ 
standing between the British and Egyptian 
Governments, and, as General Neguib’s initia¬ 
tive implies, the difficulty arises less from 
differences between Britain and Egypt than 
from disagreement between the spokesmen of 
the northe rn and southern Sudan. 
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COL. SHESHEKLY’S 
CAIRO TALKS 


MILITARY PARADE 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

, CAIRO, Dec 14 

The highlight of Colonel Sheshekly’s 
visit to Egypt was reached to-day with a! 
great military parade in front of the Kasr 
el Nil barracks. For two hours troops of 
the Camel Corps, the Tank Corps, the 
Artillery and the Engineers moved past 
General Neguib and Colonel Sheshekly, a 
large gathering of Egyptian and foreign 
notables, and enthusiastic crowds of 
Egyptians. Aircraft of the Royal Egyptian 
Air Force dipped wings as they flew over 
the saluting base. 

Colonel Sheshekly is reported to have said 
afterwards that “ this army is the pride of the 
Orient.” In a speech at the Officers’ Club 
to-night he took as his theme unity and 
strength. In history, whenever Cairo and 
Damascus had been united, the £rabs had won 
their battles. To-day, when freedom, dignity, 
and independence were life to the Arabs, it 
was their duty to cooperate more closely. 
Strength was the only effective argument in 
international politics. United the Arabs could 
impose their will, not only in their own region, 
\but in the troubled international field. “ The 
map of the Middle East,” Colonel Sheshekly 
said, 41 would not be changed without the 
consent of the Arabs.” 

REFUSING COOPERATION 

The two soldier-statesmen discussed yester¬ 
day for three hours questions of interest to 

the Arab world, including the disputed ques¬ 
tion of Middle East defence. General Neguib 
said afterwards that there was a complete 
identity of views. They are reported to have 
endorsed a proposal by the Iraqi Government 
that the political committee of the Arab League 
should meet in Cairo this week to discuss the 
policy of the Arab States in the light of the 
United Nations handling of the Palestine 
question. 

It is indicated that the Arab States will 
refuse to cooperate in executing the resolution 
adopted by the United Nations political com¬ 
mittee while previous resolutions of the United 
Nations remain unfulfilled by Israel. Press 
criticism of the United Nations is unrestrained, 
and it is reported that the British and Ameri¬ 
can Governments may receive Notes of protest 
from all the Arab Governments on the score 
of the support they gave to the offending 
resolution. 

i The situation in North Africa is also disturb¬ 
ing spirits here and giving openings to those 
elements which as a matter of principle are 

against any cooperation with the west. 


1 



Col. Sheshekly's Cairo Talks. 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Monday, Dec 15, 1952; pg. 6; Issue 52495. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number: CS103108495 


2 



COTTON FEARS IN 
SUDAN 


DISPOSAL OF CROPS 
DIFFICULT 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, Dec. 15 
A statement issued by the Sudan Gov¬ 
ernment Finance Department to-day 
draws attention to the effect on the 
country of the fall in cotton prices. The 
statement says that prices for long staple 
cotton, \%hich comprises the bulk of 
Sudan’s production, are now less than 
half those received for the bulk of the 
1952 crop, and that, like Egypt, Sudan will 
have a much larger crop to sell in 1953 
than in 1952, and it is abundantly clear 
that its disposal will be exceedingly 
difficult 

•? e statem ? nt says that several countries 
witn economies mainly dependent on the 
export of primary, commodities are facing 
grave economic and financial difficulties. 
Fortunately urgent drastic remedial measures 
■are unnecessary in the Sudan. The Govem- 
ment s reserves and foreign exchange reserves 
ouut up m recent years are large enough to 
ensure that there will be no serious reduction 
in the provision of essential Government ser¬ 
vices, no curtailment in the development pro¬ 
gramme, and no appreciable restriction of 
imports. 

^The statement ends: “This leaves no room 
lacency, and it is incumbent upon all 
io taice stock or the position and set standards 

2? Vv? * atl ? n t0 prosperity of the recent 
past out to the relatively much less prosperous 
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CAIRO TALKS ON 
ISRAEL 


CRITICISM OF BRITAIN 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 


CAIRO, Dec. 16 

The Prime Minister to-day called diplo¬ 
matic representatives of the Arab States in 
Cairo to a meeting at the Presidency at 
which, according to an official statement, 
‘ questions occupying the minds of the 
Arab people at present were discussed, 
especially Palestine and the deplorable 
incidents in North Africa.” The discus¬ 
sion will be resumed in the political com¬ 
mittee of the Arab League on Saturday. 

* Egyptian—f 0 be more accurate the 

Arab League’s—protest against the British 
stand on the Palestine resolution adopted by 
Uie political committee of the United Nations 
Oeneral Assembly was made in a formal Note 
handed by General Neguib to the British 
Ambassador. It cites an undertaking which, 
the Egyptian Government claims, was given 
by _ the United Kingdom, the United' States, 
and France in March, 1950, that they would 
not support the State of Israel and would not 
bnng pressure on the Arab States to negotiate 
with IsraeL Observers here cannot recollect 
any undertaking that lends itself to that pre- 
cise interpretation. Apart, however, from 
cniding the British Government for breach of 
promise, the Note is understood to take strong 
exception to the British support for a resolu¬ 
tion that implies recognition by the Arab 
States of Israel as an established and sovereign 
State. 


presence of Colonel Sheshekly, Syrian 
Chief of the General Staff and deputy Prime 
Minister of Syria, in Cairo doubtless accounts 
m part for the prompt and sharp charactei 
of the Arab States’ reaction. What is difficult 
to explain is why, among the great Powers 
which supported the offending resolution at 
New York, the United Kingdom is singled 
out to receive the Arab League’s protest. A 
possible explanation is that there are 'already 
issues between the Arab States and the British 
and French Governments, but it was not 
desired to raise one also with the United 
States on the eve of a presidency which, it is 
hoped by Egyptians and Arabs, will be more 
sympathetic to their national causes than was 
Mr. Truman’s. 

Colonel Sheshekly left for Damascus to-day 
at the end of his five-day visit to Cairo. 
Observers expect, after his conversations with 
General Neguib. that there will be closer col¬ 
laboration between Syria and Egypt within 
the Arab League and in dealings with the 
western Powers. An understanding is said 
to have been reached that each country will 
make the other’s national aspirations its own. 
General Neguib has accepted an invitation to 
visit Syria on a date to be fixed. 
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EGYPTIAN COMMERCE 
WITH CEYLON 


OFFER TO SEND A MISSION 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

COLOMBO, Dec. 17 

The Prime Minister of Ceylon, Mr. 
Senanayake, and the Finance Minister, Mr. 
Jayawardene, returned to Colombo to-day 
from their visit to London for the Common¬ 
wealth conference, after a good will mission 
to Egypt on the way home. Mr. Senanayake 
said that the success of the London confer¬ 
ence was the large measure of agreement on 

the stabilization of sterling among the many 
countries represented. He was gratified that 
the conference had accepted the proposals 
of Ceylon to enable underdeveloped countries 
to contribute to sterhng stabilization without 
militating against their development plans and 
the raising of their standards of living. 

His talks in Cairo had been devoted to 
promoting the purchase of Ceylon tea. 
Egyptian Ministers wished to continue trade 
relations with Ceylon and were willing to 
send a trade mission to Ceylon to investigate 

the local market. 

Replying to a question, Mr. Senanayake said 
that Ceylon had no intention of brealcmg away 
&om the Commonwealth. Referring to the 
Queen s title in this countiy, he said that the 
decision to adopt the title “ Queen of Ceylon ” 
was made by the Ceylon Cabinet. 
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ECONOMIC BURDEN 
IN EGYPT 


PROBLEM OF UNSOLD 
COTTON 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 


CAIRO, Dec. 17 

General Neguib presided to-day over a 
meeting of his Cabinet, which, it is said, 
discussed questions concerning Palestine 
and North Africa, and probably also 
questions relating to the political future 
of Egypt, which, to judge by the columns 
of the Press, still keenly interests public 
opinion here. 

During the day the Prime Minister received 
the German Ambassador, who delivered his 
Government’s reply to the Arab League’s pro¬ 
test against the German reparations agreement 
with Israel. 

It does not appear that General Neguib and 
his officers have any definite plans beyond that 
of retaining control of affairs long enough to 
achieve the remaining objectives of the military 
movement. Overtures to the Wafd and other 
political parties are, it is dear, not to be re¬ 
garded as auguring an early return to normal 
political life. The Prime Minister is inviting 
them to drop partisan activity and give general 
support to his Government during the period 
necessary to settle the canal zone question, 
evolve a new constitution which will provide 
the framework for a stable parliamentary and 
political life, and create a healthier economic 
and financial situation. In return for ihe 
parties’ keeping, quiet. General Neguib is 
making it dear that the Army will take public 
opinion into its confidence on all important 
negotiations. 


DANGER OF INFLATION 

The General is still the popular leader, and 
the sense of insecurity which some observers 
detected in his regime recently doubtless arises 
from the continuing stagnation of the cotton 
market. Supplies in Egypt are very large. 
Including the carry-over, when the current 
cotton season opened on September 1 they 
amounted to little short of 12 million cantars. 
That may be the reason why, although 
Egyptian prices are now attractive in com¬ 
parison with American, foreign buyers are 
still holding off. The Government has under¬ 
taken to buy the crop so that peasants will 
be assured of a market and an income, but 
that could be a highly inflationary measure 
unless the Government is able to dispose 
of its purchases abroad. 

Exports are said to be slightly higher than 
at the corresponding period last season, but 
at prices 30 per cent; lower. There were 
reports of substantial private buying for 
British spinners last week, but they remain 
unconfirmed. The salient fact for Egyptians 
is that Britain, formerly Egypt’s largest custo¬ 
mer has purchased in the 1951-52 season only 
one-fifth of the quantity bought during the 
previous season. In the calendar year 1951 
Britain imported £35m. worth of Egyptian 
cotton. For the first 10 months of this year 
the United Kingdom’s total imports from 
Egypt, including cotton, were valued at no 
more than £5,700,000. 


CONFIDENCE ON SUDAN 
General Neguib appears confident that a 
reasonable agreement wifi be reached with 
l ? e V. nited Kingdom over the Sudan. That 
should help to create an atmosphere in which 
m spite of such irritations as Palestine, he 
can hold at bay extremist opinion on the 
defence question, which he wants to solve 
as soon as possible. The strength of his 
regime could be undermined, however, by 
continued failure to sell the cotton. The 
reactions, it is clear, would be particularly 
unfavourable to the development of Anglo- 
Egyptian relations. 
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MEAT SHIPMENT SEIZED 

BY EGYPT 


ISRAEL PROTESTATIONS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

JERUSALEM, Dec. 19 

It was announced here to-day that the Israel 
Government had submitted identical Notes to 
the Governments of Britain, the United States, 
and France protesting against the seizure by 
the Egyptian customs authorities at Port Said 
on October 31 of a shipment of meat from 
Ethiopia' being carried by the Norwegian ship 
Rimfrost from Eritrea to Haifa., . 

The Note was addressed to the three western 
Powers as sponsors, of the Security Council 
resolution of September 1, 1951 % which con¬ 
demned the Egyptian blockade of cargoes pass¬ 
ing through the Suez Canal to Israel. It points 
. out that the: latest seizure goes beyond even 
Egypt’s own definition of “ war materials ” and 
alleges that the failure of the three Powers who 
sponsored the Security, Council resolution to 
act upon Egypt’s defiance of that resolution 
had encouraged Egyptian intransigence. The 
Note adds that the. Israel Government, which 
regards the, matter; as one of pressing urgency, 
also contemplates submitting it to the Security 

Council for renewed consideration. • 

• * * 
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GERMAN OFFER TO 
ARAB STATES 


ISRAEL REPARATIONS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Dec. 21 

Matters relating to Palestine and North 
Africa were discussed for four hours by 
the political committee of the Arab League 
council last night, with Fathy Radwan, 
acting Foreign Minister of Egypt, in the 
chair. The committee is sitting again 
to-night. During the day Fathy Radwan 
received the French Ambassador, M. 
Couve de Murville. 

The defeat in the United Nations General 
Assembly of the resolution recommending 
direct negotiations between the Arab States 
and Israel has given the greatest satisfaction 
here. The Soviet vote has been noted as indi¬ 
cating an evolution in Russian policy that 
strengthens the Arab States diplomacy. The 
newspapers warn the western Powers that it 
would be expedient on their part to be more 
sympathetic in future to Arab causes. Sheikh 
Youssef Yassin, the Saudi Arabian delegate 
in the political committee, is quoted to-day as 
having said: “We Arabs will be united in 
support of those who support us and united 
against those who oppose us/’ 

The concrete questions before the political 
committee include the German-Israel repara¬ 
tions agreement. The German Ambassador, 
Dr. Pawelke, returned from Bonn, it is stated, 
with an offer of guarantees that no goods 
will be shipped that could strengthen Israel’s 
war potential and of long-term loans, equiva¬ 
lent to the prospective payments to Israel, 
for internal development in Egypt and the 
Arab States. At least one influential 
Egyptian newspaper has suggested that an 
offer of that kind would be worth consider¬ 
ing, but opinion in the Arab States may 
be less easily placated. Meanwhile the Arab 
Governments are reported to have informed 
Japan that the conclusion of a trade agree¬ 
ment with Israel now under negotiation would 
be detrimental to Japan’s relations with the 
Arab States. 

. A meeting of the Arab States’ representa¬ 
tives with representatives of the Asiatic 
countries is being arranged. Its purpose will 
be to arrange for closer cooperation inside 
and outside the United Nations, but there 
is some fanciful talk also of creating a 
“neutral bloc.” Mrs. Pandit, India’s dele¬ 
gate, is to spend a week here on her way 
back from the United Nations Assembly. 
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EGYPT’S ATTITUDE 
O N SUDA N 

CONVENTION MUST 
BE ACCEPTED 


GENERAL NEGUIB ON 
BRITAIN’S “DUTY” 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Dec. 21 

'General Neguib, the Prime Minister, 
did not fulfil his intention of receiving the 
British Ambassador yesterday for further 
discussion on the Sudan question. On 
being asked why, he made the following 
statement to the correspondent of the 
Cairo newspaper Al Zaman 

“ I should like the whole world to know 
that the Egyptian Government will not 
abandon and will not change any pro¬ 
visions in the Egyptian-Sudanese con¬ 
vention to which Egyptians and Sudanese 
political parties have rallied unanimously, 
arid which political and religious chiefs 
of the Sudan have blessed. I have 
explained to the British and American 
Ambassadors that the convention con¬ 
cluded between the Government of Egypt 
•and the Sudanese parties is the minimum 
which 'they can accept as a solution of 
the Sudanese problem, and that the duty 
of the United Kingdom is to accept that 
convention as it stands, without rejecting 
or modifying any of its clauses. 
GENERAL’S AIM 

“ I have also explained to the British 
Ambassador that acceptance of the clauses 
of the convention by Great Britain signifies 
the realization of independence for the 
Sudan. That is what I aimed at in signing 
this convention with* the Sudanese parties. 
If the Sudan achieves its ..independence 
Egypt will win brothers and supporters 
in the south valley.” 

General Neguib’s statement continues: 

“ A refusal by Great Britain to endorse the 
Note containing the Egyptian-Sudanese 
agreement would mean that the Sudan 
would revert to the situation in which 
it found itself before the signature 
of the convention. The Sudanese in that 
event will be aware of the good intentions 
of Egypt and the'bad intentions of Great 
Britain in regard to the future of their 
country, despite Britain’s pretence in the 
past that she would give autonomy to the 
Sudan but for obstacles put in the way 
by Egypt. I want everyone to know that 
by signing the convention with the 
Sudanese parties Egypt has won them for 
her cause, whether the convention is 
accepted or rejected by Great Britain.” 
PURPOSE OF STATEMENT 

This statement by General Neguib is irre¬ 
levant to the issue at the present stage of 
Anglo-Egyptian conversations, and its purpose 
is probably to justify his Sudan policy to 
Egypt. The long delay in reaching agreement 
exposes the Prime Minister to attack for having 
adopted a new policy on the Sudan and entered 
into negotiations with Britain. There appears, 
however, to be only one question standing 
in the way of agreement that will restore Egypt 
to a position of influence in the affairs of the 
Sudan. It is a rather awkward one—how to 
handle the question of special assurances for 
south Sudan, which seem to be necessary, in 
a way that suits all Sudanese interests. The 
disagreement is - more.-between the Sudanese 
than between Egypt and Britain, and 10 days 
ago General Neguib invited the political parties 
of the Sudan to send delegates to Cairo for 
another conference. The Sudanese preferred 
to receive representatives of General Neguib, 
and Sheikh Ahmed el Bakhoury, Minister of 
Wakfs, and Major Salah Salem, a member of 
the military junta concerned with Sudan affairs, 
left for Khartoum to-day. The newspapers 
hint that discussion of the Sudan question is 
now adjourned until after the Christmas holi¬ 
days, which could suggest that General Neguib 
intends to await Major Salem’s report before 
concluding negotiations with the British Am¬ 
bassador. On tbe other hand, it' is also 
I reported that General Neguib will receive the 
| British Ambassador to-morrow. 
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AGREEMENT ON 
SUDAN SOON 


CONFIDENT HOPES IN 
[ ... CAIRO 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

^ ■■ V: r ■ - ; . CAIRO, Dec: 22 

A statement issued after a meeting 
between^ General Neguib, the Egyptian 
Prime Minister, and Sir Ralph Stevenson, 
the British Ambassador, to-day fore¬ 
shadows a successful conclusion to the 
Anglo-Egyptian negotiations on the 
Sudan before very long. The statement 
reads: “ The Prime Minister received the 
British Ambassador to-day. The Sudan 
and other matters affecting . Anglo- 
Egyptian relations were discussed, it is 
confidently hoped that the urgent con¬ 
sideration now being given by both sides 
to the few outstanding issues in regard to 
the Sudan will shortly result in complete 
agreement: being reached. A further 
meeting will take place as soon as 
possible.” v 

The Prime Minister and the-Ambassa¬ 
dor met on this occasion without any of 
their collaborators being present,. and 
probably the main result of their conver¬ 
sation was the issue of the above state¬ 
ment which is obviously designed to allay 
public impatience in Egypt. As already 
indicated, the , only important issue out¬ 
standing relates to the question whether 
and in what form there should be some 
special assurances for the southern Sudan. 

MINISTER’S VISIT 

Further discussion between General Neguib 
and the British Ambassador is to be expected 
when the Prime Minister has received a report 
from his Minister of Wakfs, Sheikh el Bak- 
houry, and Major Salah Salem, of General 
Headquarters, who now are consulting with 
the Sudanese political leaders in Khartoum 
and may. it is stated, make a visit to the 
south. In view of the evident desire of both 
the Egyptian and British Governments to 
handle the question in such a way as to be 
least likely to encourage separatist tendencies 
in the Sudan confidence is felt that an agree¬ 
ment will be reached. 

general Neguib told correspondents that the 
other questions discussed with the Ambassa¬ 
dor were of a minor character. The Minister 
of Commerce, Dr. Badhat Badawi, received 
to-day Mr. Noel Cumberbatch, Commercial 
Minister in the British Embassy, to discuss, it 
was stated, the possibilities of increasing 
imports of British goods, a question which, 
of course, is intimately related to that of 
British purchases of Egyptian cotton. 
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In a Christmas message to the staff of 
British Overseas Airways Corporation 
Sir Miles Thomas, the chairman, refers 

to the need for greater economy and 

efficiency, (p. 3 ) 

The London Bird Report for 1951 records 
that 185 species were seen during the 
year within 20 miles of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, (p. 8) 

SPORT 

The trams for the final England Rugby 
football trial match have been 
announced, (p. 2) 


DEADLOCK AND FALSE 
PROGRESS 

The General Assembly of the United 
Nations has adjourned until February 24, 
leaving many items on its long agenda 
only partially debated or not yet touched 
on at all. In its early days the Assembly's 
meetings were dominated by the search 
for an armistice in Korea—a search 
which, if it had been successful, would 
have done more than anything else to 
give the United Nations as a whole fresh 
vigour and confidence. Now, however, 
that the political committee has before it 
the unfavourable replies from China and 
North- Korea to the Indian resolution, 
which received the Assembly's support, 
the hopes of an agreed settlement in Korea 
have dwindled almost to extinction. The 

subject must come up for consideration 
again when the Assembly resumes, but 
there will have to be a miraculous change 
of heart on the Russian side if it 
is not to be an .empty formality. 
In other matters also the collective will 
of the Assembly awaits translation into 
action. A peace treaty with Austria is as 
far away as ever, in spite of the call for a 
“ renewed and urgent effort ” to conclude 
it. The demand for peace talks between 
Israel and her neighbours is unlikely to be 
put into effect, as much because it failed to 
receive the necessary two-thirds majority 
in the Assembly as through the declared 
hostility of the Arab States to such a 


generally supported Mapai in the past but 
cannot accept the proposed secularization 
of the educational system, the fact remains 
that the new Government is more broadly 
based than any that Israel has known since 
the provisional administration'set up when 
she first became independent nearly five 
years ago. Until now, the difficulty of 
reconciling the firm if moderate socialist 
principles of Mapai, upheld by the largest 
fraction of the electorate, with the more 
individualistic outlook which runs it very 
close in popular support has prevented 
coalitions of the type that can fairly claim 
to be called national. But the situation 
in which Israel finds herself at home and 
abroad has. led to a strong public demand 
for stable government It is in response 
to this demand that Mr. Ben-Guidon and 
such leaders as Mr. Rokach have agreed 
to sink their differences in the national 
interest Mr, Bbn-Gurion's freedom of 
action has been considerably enlarged by 
the discredit into which Mapam—the party 
to the left of his own—has been brought 
owing to its Communist affiliations, by the 
Prague trial and by the all-out attack on 
Zionism launched by the satellite States. 
He need no longer fear that the more radi¬ 
cal among his supporters will join Mapam 
rather than accept a right-wing element in 
the Government 

This element is essential. Private enter¬ 
prise must be harnessed in the drive to 
control inflation, to improve the-balance 
of payments position, and to carry 
through the long-term development pro¬ 
jects. Above all, perhaps,“it is needed to 
strengthen the national unity which 
Israel's safety demands^ In the view of 
many Israelis, the outlook abroad is omin¬ 
ous: The resolution favouring direct talks 
with her neighbours has failed to pass the 
General Assembly. Arab opposition to 
the reparations agreement with Germany 
is strengthening. The seizure of a cargo 
of meat on its way (in a Norwegian ship) 

from Eritrea to Haifa suggests that Egypt 
is making the blockade of the Suez Canal 
more severe. Britain's decision to sell 
Meteor jet fighters to the Middle East may 
tilt the balance against Israel now that 
Egypt and Syria have German. techni¬ 
cians to help them. To face the future 
with confidence Israel has closed her 


devoted to subjects which come loosely 
(and often Inaccurately) under the heading 
of “ colonial affairs.” The plenary 
sessions of the General Assembly have 
not, it is true, been marked by the same 
irresponsibility which often pervades the 
various subsidiary organs of the United 
Nations in these matters. The General 
Assembly's resolutions on Tunisia and 
Morocco were more moderate than those 
which had earlier been adopted by the. 
political committee, thus showing a 
belated consciousness of the fact that, as 
Mrs. Pandit, the Indian delegate, 
observed: “The future of Tunisia 
transcends any resolution which we may 
or may not pass.” All the same, the 
tendency of newly formed nation States 
to see the story of their own national 
struggle being re-enacted in every territory 
in the world which has not reached the 
final stage of emancipation has had some 
unfortunate results. The Assembly has 
passed resolutions which not only uphold 
the principle of self-determination for 
non-self-governing and trust territories 
(which, so far as Britain at any rate is con¬ 
cerned, needs no repetition) but which 
suggest that “ this right ” should be 
I granted “ through a plebiscite under 
United Nations auspices.” 

Such a resolution, which suggests that 
there is some universal formula by which 
the arts of government can be won and 
expressed, would be no more than foolish 
if it were not for the confusion it is liable 
to create among those it professes to help. 
There can be no panacea for progress. 

The complexities of innumerable tribes 

ment cannot be resolved by the statemept 
of optimistic generalities. In fact the 
! General Assembly itself has recognized 
! the difficulties of the problem by setting 
up a committee to decide what a non- 
self-governing territory is. Even if agree¬ 
ment on this definition is reached the 
Powers which administer dependent terri¬ 
tories have the right to object that many 
recent debates in the Assembly have 
strayed far beyond the limits laid down 
in the United Nations Charter for con¬ 
sideration of colonial (as opposed to 
trustee) territories. The danger of the 
Assembly's present tendency is that it will 
tempt the States which -are attacked to 
indulge in retaliatory criticism of their 
attackers. This, though often easy, would 
only broaden the cracks in the fabric of 


Productivity Study in Europe 

After much discussion, the establish- 

has now been agreed upon in principle by 
members of a committee of the Organiza¬ 
tion for European Economic Cooperation, 
though its shape and functions have still 
to be defined. The step follows logically 
from the efforts that have been made 
during the past three or four years by 
many western European countries, at the 
instigation and with the help of the Eco¬ 
nomic Cooperation Administration and 
the Mutual Security Agency, to develop 
the productivity of their industries. Trams 
similar to those arranged by the Anglo- 
American Productivity Council have gone 
from many other countries to study pro¬ 
duction methods in the United States. 
Those countries, too, have used the other 
expert services made available there. The 
recently established British Productivity 
Council has its counterpart in the pro¬ 
ductivity centres elsewhere, though most 
of them differ from the British council in 
that the Government is associated with 
them. They shodld be better able to help 
each other if all were represented on a 
European body. 

International bodies tend to multiply so 
rapidly, however, that it is well to make 
certain that any new organization is neces- 
.sary. The case here is a strong one. The 
need for higher productivity will go on.and 
cooperation to increase it should continue 
after American aid in this field has ceased. 
A European Productivity Centre would 
be able to facilitate the preparation of 
technical films in different languages, the 
coordination of research work, the pro¬ 
vision of expert advice, and exchange 
visits of productivity teams between 
European countries. There has even been 
envisaged the possibility of a European 
college for higher management. The 
great need at this stage, if the idea is to 
develop fruitfully, is for flexibility in the 
new scheme's terms of reference. A 
European Productivity Centre with 
any authority itself to initiate projects 
within individual countries would certainly 
run into opposition. The surest coopera¬ 
tion will come from a purely voluntary 


| Israel Closes her Ranks 

The basis of the new coalition Govern¬ 
ment which Mr. Ben-Gurion, as Prime 
Minister, presented to the Knesset yes¬ 
terday is.a pact between Mapai, his own 
party of moderate socialism, and the right- 
wing General Zionists, who support free 
j enterprise. The two groups are to cooper¬ 
ate until 1955—when the life of the 
! present Knesset expires—on an agreed 
policy. Its main items wiil be a reform 
of the electoral-laws to obviate the multi¬ 
plication of splinter parties (there are now 
15 separate groups which divide the 120 
scats in the Knesset); the setting up of a 
uniform educational system Under State 
control, with separate provision* for religi¬ 
ous instruction ; and a new economic 
policy based on restricting controls to 
essential commodities, on stabilizing 
prices and currency, on 1 adjusting the 
incidence of income tax, and on creating 
conditions to encourage the entry of 
foreign capital. The third group in the 
coalition is the small but widely respected 
Progressive Party. HMr. Ben-Gurion is 
now assured of 77 votes, and can dispense 
with the precarious support, on which he 
' has until now been obliged to rely, of 
“ religious ” groups whose views some¬ 
times run counter to his policy of building 
in Israel a welfare State oii‘ the British 

Although there will be some disappoint¬ 
ment in Israel that Mr. Ben-Gurion has 
been unable to gain the support of the 
Religious Workers' Party, : which has 


Christmas Fare 

Housewives in search, of plenty have 
probably found the adventure this year 
rather more rewarding than it was in its 
immediate forerunners. It has, none the 
less, its hazards. A shopper will be 
offered a turkey twice in a morning and 
then, making a last-minute attempt to get 
raisins to go with her plentiful nuts, be 
greeted by the only too familiar pitying 
shake of a saleswoman's head. Smaller 
turkeys up to 161b. are, not surprisingly, 
finding an easier market than are the 
giants that breeders may well in future 
have to reduce in numbers as purses and 
family parties shrink. Geese, which are 
cheaper than turkeys, seem to have been 
relatively easy to come by and so have 

Suet for the pudding was there, at least 
for the wise cook who laid her plans in 
advance, and there is no difficulty about 
mince pies. Eggs for the cake have failed 
to reach many kitchens, especially in cities 
where the devious resources of the coun¬ 
tryside cannot be called in to redress the 
balance of the shop counter. Fruit from 
home and abroad is making as brave ;a 
show—until the price labels are noticed— 
as anyone, even with green memories of 
Christmases past could wish. Nurseries so 
old-fashioaed that the stockings in them 

hang heavy under the weight of oranges 
will be merry on Thursday morning. The 
crop ties in bright piles and is well sup¬ 
ported by grapefruit, dates, figs, peaches, 
and grapes. Tangerines are about, too, 
though their distribution seems to be 
patchy. ,' * ; ; ' ' 

Christmas trees, thanks to the benevo¬ 
lent activities of the Forestry Commission 
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Imperial and Foreign 


U.S. INVESTMENT 
ABROAD 


GAIN OF 77 PER CENT. 
IN 9 YEARS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 23 
The Department of Commerce an¬ 
nounced yesterday that the first result of 
a new census of American direct invest¬ 
ment abroad established a book valuation 
of $11,800m. as at the end of 1950, 
which is an increase of $4,000m. over the 
last census taken in 1943, Since 1950, the 
■ Department said in answer to a query, 

: Jbere had been a further rise of at least 
$2,000m., which would mean a gain of 
77 per cent, in American private invest¬ 
ment abroad in nine years, bringing the 
total present figure to at least $ 13,800m. j 

The Commerce Department points out that 
70 per cent. (58,200,000) of American direct 
investments are in the western hemisphere. 
The preponderance there, it is explained, 
reflects the development of local sources of 
raw materials for use in the expanding 
economy of the United States and American 
participation in the rapidly growing industrial 
.development of countries like Canada, Brazil, 
and Venezuela. 

. A 50 per cent, increase in direct investment 
m Canada was reported. This was mainly 
I accounted for by manufacturing enterprises 
and, to a lesser extent, by petroleum. Much 
I of this increase was based on the reinvested 
earnings of the very large investments estab¬ 
lished in Canada in 1943, Among the 
countries outside the western hemisphere in 
which large amounts have been invested are 
the United Kingdom (5840m.) and the 
c .°™ lncs of the Persian Gulf area—in which 
5726m. was invested at the end of 1950. 
Orners include France (S285m.), Australia 
(J!J 8 m->, South Africa (5140m.), Egypt 
(540m.), and India ($38m.). 

REINVESTED EARNINGS , 

Although there was very little change in the 
valuation of direct investment in western 
Europe between 1943 and 1950, the report 
shows that there were net capital outflows from 
the United States and reinvested earnings of 
over 5600m. in this period, which were offset 
mainly by the effect of currency devaluations 
and war losses. Investments in France and 
England increased in value by over $400m., 
and the increase would appear larger were it] 
not for the depreciation of the dollar value of! 
assets as a result of currency devaluation. 

Thus, in spite of the uncertainties of the 
European economic situation, American direct 
investments in the two key European countries! 
nave increased proportionately as much as in 
the rest of the world as a whole. A .substan¬ 
tial amount of this post-war investment in 
Europe, it is stated, has been in manufacturing! 
and petroleum refineries which helped to 
reduce Europe’s demand for dollar exchange. 

UNDEVELOPED COUNTRIES 
. In less developed countries, the report con-i 
tinues, investments in manufacturing appear 
to follow the development of more basic 
resources, after the latter have raised incomes 
sufficiently to create the necessary demand. 
Apparently the relatively low cost of unskilled! 
labour in undeveloped countries is a less 
important factor in attracting American 
investments than a large market for finished 
products and a supply of skilled or semi¬ 
skilled labour. 

Other interesting points contained in the! 
report show that food processing, electrical 
machinery, and paper and pulp industries— 
which in 1929 accounted for 40 per cent, of 
the total of direct foreign investments in manu¬ 
facturing-accounted for only 33 per cent, 
in the present census. The new industries 
which have come up are automotive products, 
chemicals, and metal fabrications. Chemicals 
have the largest increase of all—5300m. 
between 1940 and 1950. 

The smallest increases were in the field of 
public utilities and transport. While these are 
still third on the list of increases, the census 
showed that they had increased in value only 
by S37m. over the 1943 figure. The reason for 
this relatively small increase is apparently that 
these enterprises are increasingly regarded as a 
field for local, private, or Government 
development, and that earnings have been 
restricted by foreign Governments. 
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CRITICISM OF 
GEN. NEGUIR 


DISAPPOINTED PARTY 
LEADERS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

•• ^ ; . CAIRO, Dec. 23 

The Wafd newspaper A l Misrt passed 
to-day from indirect sniping at General 
Neguib’s regime to a frontal attack which 
reflects disappointment at the evolution 
! of the Army’s policy towards Egypt’s 
political parties and politicians. 

1 The newspaper asks: “Why was the 
constitution revoked ? How and when is 
a new one to be drafted ? From the new 
laws that appear every day it would seem 
that the country is regarded as being full 
of cut-throats, thieves, and crooks. The 
Egyptian people did not rise against 
Farouk because he was immoral but 
because he dismissed the Cabinet of the 
people, imposed martial law, and 
suspended the constitution; The people 
loved their Army find did not want to see 
it make mistakes, but they also loved the 
constitution. They wanted the abolition 
of martial law: and all reactionary 
legislation.” , 

As another newspaper hints, the politir 
cal circles represented by Al Misti 
wrongly attributed a number of concilia¬ 
tory moves by the Army to weakness. 
There was the release of political leaders 
from detention, followed by General 
Neguib’s exchange of friendly visits with 
Mustafa Nahas, and later by overtures 
to the parties for their general support 
WAFD ENCOURAGED 

The Wafd and some other politicians 
were encouraged by these moves to pre¬ 
sume that the Government felt it could 
mot do without them, and Mustafa Nahas 
was quoted as saying that he intended 
to return to the leadership of the Wafd, 
from which he had been excluded at the 
instance of the Government There fol¬ 
lowed, however, the abrogation of the 
constitution, which appeared to put off 
for years the prospect of normal political 
life and office for politicians. Then, two 
nights ago, came the decree law providing 
for the trial and punishment of politicians 
and officials against whom there are 
charges of corruption, nepotism, or abuse 
of influence while holding public office. 

This appears to have been the Army’s 
way of giving notice that, whatever role it 
may have in mind for the political parties 
in the near future, those leaders who co¬ 
operated most intimately with the former 
monarch in bringing about the situation 
against which the military movement re¬ 
volted are definitely excluded from public 
life. Unofficially it is reported that Prince 
Farouk may be the first to lose his citizen¬ 
ship under the new decree law. 


COTTON SALES PROBLEM 

An official spokesman said to-day that 
Mahmoud Fawzi, Ambassador in London and 
Foreign Minister designate, had made contacts 
with commercial circles in Britain on the ques¬ 
tion of purchases of Egyptian cotton, and had 
had some success. It is known; however, thkl 
spokesman added, that economic circumstanced 
continue to limit buyers’ activities! In view 
of Egypt’s lack of sterling, her policy is to pay 
for imports with Egyptian pounds or with 
commodities, so far as possible, and seven 
countries with which until nctw this country 
has not had trade agreements have requested 
negotiations. 

The spokesman stated thaj, a senior Egyptian 
official is in Japan with a view to restoring 
pre-war relations between Japanese spinners 
and Egyptian cotton exporters. The fact that 
the new regime has encountered a trade depres¬ 
sion which hits all sections of the people is 
I doubtless the main factor in emboldening the 
Press and some politicians to display restless¬ 
ness, but toe Government should be less 
, vulnerable if it can soon achieve a conclusive 
success rathe field of national aspirations, 
i General Neguib is to address to-night a 
conference of representatives of Arab League 
fcoun tries, together with the heads of the diplo- 
matic missions of India, Pakistan, Indonesia, 
Afghanistan, and Ethiopia. The immediate 
purpose of the conference is to obtain the 
i support of the Asian States and Ethiopia for 
| decisions—not yet announced—taken by the 
Arab League political committee on question* 
.concerning North Africa and Palestine. 
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FRANCE INDICTED 
IN CAIRO 



PROTEST BY ARAB- 
ASIAN GROUP 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Dec. 26 

A conference of Arab and Asian 
diplomatists in Cairo has adopted a reso¬ 
lution giving warning that their States 
might “-find it most difficult to cooperate 
with France in future if she persists in 
her present policy in North Africa.” 
Besides seven Arab League States, India, 
Pakistan, Persia, Afghanistan, and Indo¬ 
nesia were represented. 

the resolution, which is to be circulated to 
all Powers with whom the Arab and Asian 
States are in diplomatic relations, expresses 
sympathy with the Tunisians and Moroccans 
in their struggle “ for legitimate national 
aspirations,” and grave concern at “ the 
unwillingness of some States to recognize the 
right of peoples to self-determination and 
independence.” France is urged to solve the 
question of Tunis and Morocco without delay 
in accordance with the principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations, and thus 
avert a deterioration of relations between 
France and the Arab and Asian States. 

, it was agreed that this week’s conference 
should be considered as a preliminary to a 
meeting of the heads of Governments to dis¬ 
miss further measures in case the policy of 
France in North Africa should necessitate 
them. 

PALESTINE QUESTION 
l JOie Asian States, it is indicated, were un¬ 
willing to join the Arab States in any-repre¬ 
sentations on the Palestine question. The 
Arab representatives, meeting by themselves, 
adopted a resolution protesting against the 
attitude of those States which supported the 
idea of Arab-Israeli negotiations in the terms 
of the resolution defeated in the General 
Assembly of the United Nations. Hope was 
expressed that efforts of that kind would not 
be repeated. 

^ Mahmoud Fawzi arrived from London on 
Christmas Eve, and was sworn in yesterday as 
Foreign Minister in the presence of the pro¬ 
visional regent. Prince Abdul Moneim, and 
General Neguib. He later reported on his 
conversations in London at a long meeting 
with General Neguib, members of the Cabinet, 
and officers of General Headquarters. 

General Headquarters reacted to the Wafd 
newspaper A! Misri’s attack on the Army’s 
policies by issuing a sharp public warning to 
the Press. With all respect for. the freedom 
of the Press, the Army says, and while recog ¬ 
nizing the-help given by the Press to consoli¬ 
date the foundations of the new regime, the 
authorities note that certain persons, moved 
by personal or partisan interests or destructive 
aims, have begun to interpret this freedom in 
a manner incompatible with the dignity of the 
Press and the principles of nationalism which 
demand coordination of all efforts at this deli¬ 
cate state in the history of Egypt. These 
persons are “ advised ” to devote their efforts 
to the service of their country and to the general 
well-being. 

The Cabinet has authorized the issue of an 
internal loan of £E200m. at 3 per cent, redeem¬ 
able in 30 years to finance land reform 
programme._ 
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DELIVERY OF ARMS TO 

ARAB STATES 


PROTEST BY ISRAEL 

Tel Aviv, Dec. 28.—Mr. Sharett, the Israeli 
Foreign Minister, to-day warned Britain and 
the United States against delivering arms to the 
Arab States, which, he said, would be a menace 
to Israel’s security without strengthening 
regional defence. 

He expressed “ serious disquiet ” at reports 
of arms deliveries by leading western Powers 
to certain Arab States, primarily Egypt. He 
mentioned a supply of jet aircraft from Britain 
and the reported readiness of the United States 
to supply Egypt with modem arms. 

“The Arab States insist that they are at 
war with Israel,” he said. “ At the same time 
the Government of Israel is not aware of an 
expression of readiness from the Arab States 
to undertake an obligation in the defence of 
democracy.” He claimed that the present 
departure of supplying arms to the Arab States 

is at variance with the declaration issued 
jointly by Britain, the United States, and 
France on May 25, 1950, which sets its face 
against the development of an arms race 
between Israel and her Arab neighbours.” 
— Reuter. 
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ANGLO-EGYPTIAN 

RELATIONS 



GEN. NEGUIB’S TWO 
REQUIREMENTS 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Dec. 28 

Asked what would be the best way to 
secure good relations between Egypt and 
the United Kingdom, General Neguib, the 
Prime Minister, is reported by the 
Egyptian Gazette to-day to have replied 
that Britain should agree as soon as 
possible to the recent Egypt-Sudan agree¬ 
ment and arrange for the evacuation of 
her military, forces from the canal zone. 

Britain, he claimed, would thus secure 
the friendship of Egypt, who could under¬ 
take by her own resources the defence 
of the canal. “Indeed, we are more 
capable than others of defending to the 
last man our own fatherland,” he added. 

The statement adds nothing to what 
was already known about the General's 
position on Anglo-Egyptian issues. It is 
hinted elsewhere in the same newspaper, 
however, that he expects the Sudan nego¬ 
tiations to be concluded within two weeks, 
and that reports from his emissaries in 
Khartoum have left him unconvinced that 
it is either desirable or necessary to leave 
in the draft Sudan constitution the pro¬ 
visions which give the Governor-General 
special responsibility for the backward 
south. 

MIDDLE EAST DEFENCE 

As regards the canal zone, the question is 
not the Egyptian Array’s capacity to defend 
Egypt but whether there is to be an adequate 
base for the defence of the Middle East by 
the Arab States in alliance with the western 
Powers. The only new development in that 
connexion is last week’s resolution of the Arab- 
Asian conference in Cairo condemning French 
policy in North Africa, which is interpreted 
by some delegates as giving notice that the 
Arab States may refuse to discuss any Middle 
Eact defence scheme in which France is 
included. 

Whether this conference presages a more 
formal Arab-Asian front is not clear. Coopera¬ 
tion between countries in the two regions has 
been fairly close outside and inside the United 
Nations on questions which engage their com¬ 
mon prejudices and on which they can lend 
each other moral support. North Africa 
to-day, like the Indonesian dispute three years 
ago, comes under that heading. At last week’s 
conference India and the other Asiatic States 
present requited on North Africa the support 
they received from the Arab States at Mr. 
Nehru s conference on Indonesia in Delhi in 
January, 1949. The Delhi conference adopted 
resolutions which were sent to the Security 
Council and decided that the Governments 
represented should remain in contact to ensure 
cooperation over the dispute. 
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ANGLO-EGYPTIAN TALKS 
ON SUDAN 


EARLY DECISION EXPECTED 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

t CAIRO, Dec. 29 

The British Ambassador to-day made a 
courtesy call on Mahmoud Fawzi, the 
new Foreign Minister, arid remained with 
him for half an hour. 

The next meeting, between General Neguib 
and the British Ambassador on the Sudan 
question, which may be decisive, is expected 
to take place towards the end of this week. 

The newspaper Al Akhbar to-day gave pro¬ 
minence to an article in an American news¬ 
paper which quoted Colonel Gamal Abdul 
Naser, an important member, of General 
Neguib’s military committee, as saying that 
the regime would launch a guerrilla campaign 
against the British if it did not succeed in 
obtaining the evacuation of the canal zone. 
The article appears to have been based on 
conversations which an American corre¬ 
spondent had iii Cairo two months ago. 

To : night a military spokesman of the regime 
said in reply to questions that his colleague’s 
declaration did not go.so far as Mr. Churchill 
did when he said that in certain circumstances 
he would not object to making an alliance 
with Satan himself. He would like it to be 
clearly understood, however, the spokesman 
added, that the regime stood for the complete 
independence of Egypt. 
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LOCUST SWARM LANDS 
IN JORDAN 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT ' 

AMMAN, Dec. 29 

Swarms' of flying-locust have crossed the 
% Jordanian borders from Saudi Arabia. One 
swarm landed in Rum, a small village in 
southern Jordah, and the Jordanian Ministry 
of Agriculture has declared that it is under 
observation. The other swarms have flown 
on in the direction of Iraq. 


MINISTER TO COSTA RICA 

The Queen has approved the appointment 
of Mr. Clarence Norbury Hzard, Consul- 
General at Haifa, to be her Majesty's Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at 
San Jos6, Costa Rica, in succession to Mr. 
Henry Brockholst Livingston. 

Mr. Livingston recently retired from the 
Foreign Service on. grounds of ill-health. 


EGYPTIAN COTTON FOR SPAIN 

Cairo, Dec. 29— Egypt and Spain have 
agreed to exchange 15,000 tons of Spanish 
sugar for Egyptian cotton, a spokesman of 
the Egyptian Ministry of Finance announced 
to-night. The ; barter agreement is for 
£E.620,000.— Reuter. 


MR. MacDONALD’S OFFICIAL 
RESIDENCE 

Singapore, Dec. 29 —Mr. Malcolm Mac¬ 
Donald, Commissioner-General in South-East 
Asia, is to move his official residence on 
January 1 from Bukit Serene, the Sultan of 
Johore*s palace, to a Singapore house which 
the British Government have rented.— Reuter, 
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ARMS FOR ARAB 
STATES 


LITTLE CAUSE FOR ALARM 
IN ISRAEL 

BY OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 


The statement on Monday by Mr. 
Sharett, the Israeli Foreign Minister, that 
the delivery of arms by Britain and the 
United States to Arab countries would 
menace Israel’s security was the subject 
of inquiries at the Foreign Office yester¬ 
day. It was stated that the British 
Government’s views were made clear to 
the Israel Government at the beginning 
of November, when the question of 
releasing jet aircraft and other military 
supplies to Egypt and other. States was 
under consideration. The Israel Govern¬ 
ment was then informed that all applica¬ 
tions for war material would be considered 
in the light of the tripartite declaration of 
May 25, 1950. In that declaration the 
three western Powers recognized that “ the 
Arab States and Israel all need to main¬ 
tain a certain level of armed forces for 
the purposes of assuring their internal 
security and their legitimate self-defence 
and to permit them to play their part in 
the defence of the area as a whole.” 

The three Governments also declared that 
arms would be supplied only to those States 
from which assurances had been received that 
the State in question had no intention of com- 
nutting aggression, and added that if any 
State was found to be preparing to violate 
frontiers or armistice tines they would 
immediately take steps to prevent it. The 
aim of the declaration was, therefore to 
buttress peace and stability in the Middle East 
while allowing Middle Eastern States to pur¬ 
chase arms from the western Powers up to 
a certain level ” for self-defence and for 
the defence of the area as a whole. It was con¬ 
sidered at the time that the declaration should 
go far to remove the fears which Israel felt 
about the possibility of a “ second round ” 


MATTER FOR NEGOTIATION 

K J , was r , confirme<I yesterday that certain 
Middle East States (Syria, Egypt, Iraq, 
Lebanon, and Israel) were recently informed 
that limited numbers of certain types of British 
jet aircraft are now available for export and 
that they are free to negotiate with the aircraft 
manufacturers. Although reports from Tel 
Aviv stated yesterday that specific (though 
small) numbers of jet aircraft had been released 
toArab countries, it was stated at the Foreign 
Office that delivery dates and the numbers 
of the aircraft are a matter for negotiation 
between the manufacturers and the countries 
concerned. 

fact that Israel is included among the 
states that nave been informed that jet aircraft 
may be purchased is understandably cold 
comfort to the Israel Government, whose 
P°ucy of extensive settlement and reconstruc¬ 
tion has inevitably brought with it grave 
economic difficulties. It is arguable there¬ 
fore, that the opportunity to purchase these 
aircraft operates to the advantage of the Arab 
States, although the feet that offers and 
acceptances are to be made only for purpose* 
of self defence or for the defence of the area 
as a whole should do something at least to 
dispel undue anxiety. 

On the Egyptian side it has long been urged 
that a gesture of good will from Britain would 
do much to restore mutual confidence and 
therefore help towards a solution of Anglo- 
tgyptian differences, and that the release of 
some modem arms would show that the 
British Government is genuinely prepared to 
stx Egypt playing her full part m the defence 
of the area. 
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JET AIRCRAFT EXPORTS 
TO MIDDLE EAST 


METEORS SOLD TO SYRIA 

BY OUR AERONAUTICAL CORRESPONDENT 

Gloster Meteor and de Havilland Vampire 
fighters are the types of British jet aircraft 
which may now be exported in limited numbers 
to Syria, Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, and Israel. 
These 4 countries are free to negotiate with 
manufacturers. 

The Gloster Aircraft Company has received 
a small order for Meteors from Syria and 
some have already been delivered. The Hawker 
Siddeley group, to which Glosters belong, has 
a regional representative in the Middle East; 
he has already had discussions with the coun¬ 
tries to which Meteors may now be supplied. 

The de Havilland Aircraft Company has not 
supplied aircraft Jto any of these countries 
recently, though several Vampires were 
delivered to Egypt up to August, 1950. Con¬ 
tracts with Egypt dating from that period have 
remained. unfulfilled. 
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